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Highlights  

• On 8 February, the Syrian Ministry of Health 
(MoH) reported 1,262 deaths and 2,285 injuries, 
mainly in Aleppo, Lattakia, Hama, Idleb 
countryside, and Tartous. The number of 
casualties is expected to rise though as search 
and rescue operations are ongoing. 
 

• Affected population (in HCT-coordinated 
response areas):  

 
 
 

• Many of the buildings already damaged by the crisis are at high risk of collapse. The earthquake came as the Middle 
East is experiencing a snowstorm that is expected to continue until Thursday (9 February). Additional earthquakes 
and tremors were felt through the afternoon of Monday and evening of Tuesday (7 February). 
 

• UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team has deployed and will arrive in Aleppo on 9 February. 
 

• Immediate needs identified include machines and equipment for debris removal, food assistance, shelter and non-food 
items and WASH support.  
 

• The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has released US$25 million to kickstart the response. The UN with 
humanitarian actors in the country to coordinate the response and mobile additional funds also through other channels, 
since aid and supplies are limited and more support is needed to address the gaps. 
 

• A number of partners of the Syria Humanitarian Fund responding to the earthquake are considering reprogramming of 
activities to redirect assistance to the affected population, primarily in terms of winter supplies. The Fund is providing 
the necessary flexibility to partners in line with its guidelines. Additionally, the Fund is considering utilization of 
contingency budget lines with the partners, which is already existing prepositioned funding, as well as top up ongoing 
projects funding to expedite delivery of aid. Currently, the Fund has a balance of $6 million. 
 

• Massive impact and consequences of this earthquake on local population and infrastructure. Priority response will 
include actions to support all those newly displaced who will need assistance for a long time period among all other 
needs.  
 

• The Minister of Education announced that 208 schools were damaged in 8 governorates 71 in Aleppo, 40 in Hama, 34 
in Homs, 16 in Lattakia, 14 in rural Damascus, 2 Qunitera, and 1 Idleb, the schools are still under accurate assessment. 
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 1,262 Deaths        2,285 Injuries 

Estimated Affected Population

Aleppo (2,044,627)
Hama (1,224,589)
Lattakia (1,162,441)
Homs (134,342)
Tartous (57,933)
Idleb (26,787)

Total 4.5M
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SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 
Tartous and Lattakia 
Significant shelter damage has been 
reported with 102 buildings understood to 
have collapsed in Lattakia and an  
assessment of buildings that have sustained 
partial damage ongoing. To accommodate 
the affected population, local authorities 
along with SARC have identified 33 
collective centres (24 within Lattakia city and 
9 in Jablah town). Currently, four centres are 
hosting 194 households (HHs): 1. Sports 
City: 70HHs; 2. Al-Basel Centre: 48 HHs; 3. 
Al Nakheel: 6 HHs; and 4. Al Rawda 
Mosque: 70 HHs. To date, essential NFIs are 
provided to 65 HHs residing in Sports City 
Collective Centre. The Sub-Relief 
Committee held a meeting with partners and 
identified urgent needs, such as winter 
clothing, NFIs, debris removal equipment 
and generators. 

No major damages were reported in Tartous, but early reports indicate 40 buildings in Qadmous Qallue, and Banyas towns 
were affected by the earthquake, including cracks in Banyas oil refinery town and 400 buildings in Tartous old town 
sustained partial damage.    

Displacement from Aleppo and Lattakia to Mashta Helou and Sheikh Bader in Tartous was noticed. Local authorities are 
planning to open collective centres to accommodate the displaced population. 

Aleppo 
Damage to Infrastructure is widespread across the Governorate, no current change to high-priority areas identified on 6 
February (Shaar, Kalaseh, SalahEddin, Myassar, Akabeh, Azizieh, Baroun, Ein Al Tal, Nubol, Zahra, Bustan AzZahra, 
Azamieh, Fardous, Salheen). Preliminary reports indicate that 52 buildings have collapsed with an unknown number of 
buildings partially impacted with varying degrees of damage. Local authorities have identified 126 collective centres to 
accommodate the affected population and the needs of people accommodated in 15 collective centres are addressed to 
date. More specifically, winter clothing for 571 children ages between 3 and 12 was provided in Mohammad Al Durra 
collective centre. An additional 500 NFI kits are being mobilized to address the evolving needs. 

Homs and Hama  
Preliminary reports indicate the collapse of four buildings in Hama and one building in Homs and several houses partially 
collapsed in the neighbourhood of Al Tal (Al Suqaylabiyah town, Hama). On 7 February an inter-agency mission to Hama 
identified 150 HHs in need of shelter assistance. Five collective centres with a capacity to host 177 HHs have been identified 
to accommodate the affected population. Twenty HHs from Al Mouhjreen are being accommodated in Mahmoud Othman 
collective centre and SARC is providing NFI assistance to these HHs. 

On 7 February, an IS assessment mission headed to Hama, to assess the humanitarian situation, with the participation of 
all the sub-national sectors operational in the Governorate. Some INGOs participated in the mission. The mission met with 
the governor’s office and related departments, then visited Al Arba’een neighbourhood and the two designated shelters.  
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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE AND CAPACITIES 
 
   Coordination 

Sector partners are working with local authorities to 
undertake needs assessments across key geographic 
areas. Sector coordinators are supporting OCHA in the 
development of a harmonized cross sectoral needs 
assessment which was to be issued to area-level 
humanitarian country teams (AHCTs) by end of day, 7 
February. To support AHCTs in needs assessment 
targeting, OCHA will also provide a database and mapping 
of what is considered the ‘most affected areas’ based on 
earthquake intensity and observational assessment 
undertaken to date. 

  WASH 

Assessment of pumping stations began on 8 February. 
National WASH plan includes 11,000 family hygiene kits to 
be used country wide. Chlorine support will continue. 
Pumping to rural areas depends on the results of the 
assessment. In the coastal area, WASH sub-national sector 
confirmed receipt of all needed information through water 
department and start coordinating with the authority to find 
solutions for the impacted villages. 

 

  Food 

The response included distributing ready-to-eat (RTE) rations, hot meals and bread bundles. Chaotic situation in collective 
shelters is a challenge facing distribution. Bakeries now sell bread regardless of the Smart Card. The sector distributed 350 
RTE rations with a ratio of 1 ration for 10 persons. More than 10,000 hot meals were to be distributed through 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and other actors on 7 February. In the coastal area ICRC will dispatch 2,500 
canned food parcels. Out of which, 1,200 parcels were to Lattakia and 300 to Hama. ADRA is responding in two shelters in 
Lattakia city. 

  Education 

In Aleppo, schools were not functional on 6 February, and 14 schools were opened to displaced families as temporary 
accommodation centres. The Directorate of Education reported 37 schools partially damaged while three schools were out 
of service due to complete structural damage.  

 Health 

Main public health facilities (Alrazi and Aleppo University Hospital). People under debris are still being discovered by search 
and rescue teams. Sector response includes three mobile teams supporting accommodation centres. Sector released 0.6 
tons of medicine and plans to purchase consumable medical items. SARC is supporting the response with 10 ambulances. 
The Directorate of Health (DoH) in Hama reported that there is an urgent need for emergency kits in both national hospitals 
in Hama city and As-Sqailbyah one. The health sub-national sector confirmed that some medical kits will be delivered to 
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the DoH in Hama in the next two days while other items will be purchased from the local market. The water department 
confirmed that 12 high water tanks were damaged or affected. 

 NFI 
As of 7 February, NFI sector had a total of 30,000 core NFI kits in stock/ partially released in the most impacted locations 
(10,000 in Aleppo, 10,000 in Homs, and 10,000 in Tartous). In addition to core NFI kits, partners will distribute available 
stocks of winter jackets and clothing kits which will need to be replenished at a later stage once additional funds are realized. 

  Shelter 
As of 7 February, Shelter Sector partners have 19,900 tents and 19 fabric cover warehouses (which can be used for 
reception areas or collective shelters) available in Damascus. Moving these items from Damascus to any of the affected 
locations will take approximately 24 hours. Partners are requested to reach out to UNHCR (through the sub-national sector 
coordinators, 

Shelter and NFIs Priorities  
• Support local authorities in shelter damage needs assessment and the ‘Syndicate of Engineers’ in the dissemination 

of messaging related to structural damage of residential buildings (unsafe to return). 
• Support local authorities in the structural assessment of identified collective shelters to ensure they are safe to occupy 

& mobilising shelter partners to assess collective shelters to determine shelter/ NFI needs. 
• Ensure the accuracy of current SNFI contingency stock records & mobilizing NFI kits to those in need. 
• Collaborate with the Early Recovery sector to mobilize support for debris removal. 
• Engage with the cash working group to provide cash-specific guidance for earthquake response-specific NFI support. 
 
Key gaps in the response are anticipated to be:  
Key SNFI gaps in the response at present are a) debris removal capacity & equipment, b) capacity to undertake collective 
shelter upgrades, c) qualified personnel to undertake damage assessment and rehabilitation of damaged housing.  

  Palestine Refugees 
On 7 January, UNRWA launched its flash appeal for $2.7 million to assist Palestine refugees who have been impacted by 
the earthquake. The geographical coverage includes Northern and Central Areas - Aleppo, Latakia, Hama and Tartous 
Governorates. The number of people in need is People in need is 56,164. 


