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Refugee and asylum seeker populations continue to face 

notable hardships particularly in contexts of limited 

integration within hosting nations. Now, more than ever, 

there is a need for sustained investments in fostering the 

self-reliance of refugee populations that require progressive 

national policies, integration into social protection systems, 

multi-year funding, and co-operation amongst nations for 

voluntary and safe repatriations and re-integrations.  

Southern Africa hosts approximately 6.7 million internally-

displaced people (IDPs) and 1.1 million refugees and asylum-

seekers originating mostly from Burundi, Central African 

Republic (CAR), Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Rwanda 

and South Sudan. WFP, with its partners, continues its 

dedicated support to refugees holistically addressing 

immediate food and nutrition needs, advancing resilience 

and livelihood opportunities, supporting social cohesion 

through diverse support to host locations, and increasing 

focus on contributions to peace, stability and conflict 

sensitive programming across all locations to address the 

root causes of displacement. WFP assists on average over 

500,000 refugees in Southern Africa every year  and in 2021, 

WFP with its partners assisted over 520,000 refugees and 

asylum-seekers.  

In supporting the transition from humanitarian assistance to 

self-reliance, the UNHCR-WFP Joint Programme Excellence 

and Targeting Hub for Southern Africa works to enhance 

UNHCR and WFP collaboration on joint livelihoods and 

resilience programming for refugees.  

Despite the generous support from donor partners, 

resourcing remains insufficient to meet even the very basic 

needs of refugee households and WFP is forced to implement 

reductions in food rations in some countries. WFP Southern 

Africa with its partners call on the global community to 

sustain focus on the self-reliance of refugees and to support  

the integration of refugees into national systems.  

This update presents an overview of WFP’s refugee 

operations in Southern Africa as of April 2022. It highlights 

some of the measures taken by WFP and partners to not only 

serve refugees better, but also to draw attention to critical 

funding shortfalls that threaten the food and nutrition safety 

and protection of refugees. 

Regional Overview 

Issue No. 3 - April 2022 
Page 1 

A vegetable garden in RoC as part of the Food Assistance for Assets 

market gardening project in the Likouala Department. Photo credit: WFP/

Cecile Mercier. 
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ANGOLA 

In 2022, WFP Angola plans to continue providing food 

assistance to Congolese refugees in Lunda Norte.  

Unfortunately, due to supply chain delays, WFP continues to 

face challenges in delivering food on time for distributions.  

WFP is continuously advocating for the support of self-reliance 

interventions for refugees, in coordination with the 

Government of Angola and United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees (UNCHR). Hence, building upon the Joint UNHCR-

WFP Livelihood and Economic Inclusion Strategy, planning is 

underway to begin implementing livelihood activities to rebuild 

refugee livelihoods and promote self-reliance from July 2022. In 

2020, the voluntary repatriation of Congolese refugees to DRC 

was halted due to COVID-19 and subsequent travel and border 

restrictions. UNHCR has expressed the intention to resume the 

voluntary repatriation programme to assist the 10 percent of 

refugees who have expressed the intention to return in the 

second semester of 2022, once conditions for the reception of 

returnees in DRC are favorable and the necessary humanitarian 

actors to implement the policy are established. The next 

pipeline break for WFP supported refugee operations is 

expected in May 2022. 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

WFP supports refugees in DRC through cash-based transfers 

(CBT) in what is undoubtedly one of the most complex 

operating landscapes in the region. In the past year, WFP and 

UNHCR conducted in-depth food security and vulnerability 

assessments in South Kivu, Ituri and Ubangi hosting Burundian, 

South Sudanese and Central African Republic (CAR) refugee 

populations, respectively. These assessments sought to assess 

household vulnerabilities and to inform a potential joint 

targeting strategy and future programme design. The 

collaboration with UNHCR has further expanded to include out-

of-camp refugees in Ubangi into joint resilience activities with 

the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). A “light resilience 

package” for the refugees who fled post-election violence in 

CAR has also been implemented, providing conditional cash-

based transfers (FFA) for agricultural activities within host 

communities. UNHAS has been instrumental in the movement 

of humanitarian actors and cargo especially for the refugee 

operations in South Kivu and Ubangi where access is limited 

due to under-developed roads and infrastructure. Due to the 

insufficient funding, general food distribution (GFD) rations 

have reduced to 75 percent for the refugees located in the 

Ubangis since April 2020, for those located in Ituri since May 

2020 and for those located in South-Kivu since July 2020.  

MALAWI 

In January 2022, WFP Malawi successfully shifted the refugee 

response completely to cash-based transfers with a cash top-up 

as a nutrition intervention for children aged 6-23 months. WFP 

has been able to implement initial steps towards targeted 

assistance ensuring food assistance is provided to the most 

vulnerable, as a total of 678 households were identified as 

having gained access to alternative livelihoods and economic 

opportunities, making them food secure. During the initial steps 

of the removal of these households from the food assistance 

beneficiary list, a complaints-and-feedback mechanism was put 

in place and 133 households were identified for re-profiling and 

potential re-inclusion.  In collaboration with the Government, 

WFP and UNHCR continue advocacy efforts to mobilize 

resources for refugee operations, particularly for scaling up 

livelihoods and resilience building in the Dzaleka camp.  To 

assist with the design of the livelihoods activity scale-up for the 

Dzaleka refugee camp, the Seasonal Livelihood Programming 

and Community Based Participatory Planning validations were 

held in March 2022. In close collaboration with UNHCR and the 

Ministry of Homeland Security, a protection account is currently 

being set up to provide food assistance to new arrivals. Since 

July 2020, due to limited resources, general food distribution 

rations have been reduced to the equivalent of 75 percent . The 

next pipeline break is expected in May 2022. 

MOZAMBIQUE 

Given the chronic lack of funding and donor interest for the 

Maratane refugee operation, WFP Mozambique allocated a non

-earmarked contribution to support refugee food needs for the 

first half of 2022. Since March 2021, in-kind food rations have 

been maintained at 75 percent for the most vulnerable and 48 

percent for the general refugee population. Preliminary findings 

of the Joint Assessment Mission (JAM) have revealed a 

significant deterioration of the situation with an overall 

increase of vulnerability levels among refugees in the Maratane 

refugee camp and members of the host community. Together 

with partners, WFP will leverage available data and analysis to 

identify a joint targeting strategy, with the aim of pooling 

available humanitarian resources for the most vulnerable 

refugees in Maratane. Moreover, WFP continues to collaborate 

with UNHCR and FAO in promoting and scaling up refugee self-

reliance activities. A project proposal for the Phase II of the 

joint Livelihoods Programme has been finalized and the UN 

agencies are currently ramping up advocacy and resource 

mobilization, aiming at a series of actions at country and 

regional level.  
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REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

Due to the resurgence of violence in CAR in 2021, the Republic 

of Congo (RoC) has observed an increase in the influx of 

refugees. WFP RoC has extended its assistance to CAR  refugees 

in the Likouala department in addition to assisting asylum 

seekers from DRC in the Plateaux department. WFP provides 

nutritional, in-kind and value voucher assistance to refugees. 

However, insufficient resourcing has resulted in irregular 

distribution cycles. With half of the refugee population 

struggling with food insecurity despite humanitarian assistance, 

WFP, UNHCR and cooperating partners started the 

implementation of small-scale Food Assistance for Assets 

market gardening pilot projects in the Likouala and Pool 

departments as a basis for the transition to conditional 

assistance with the objective of enhancing the self-reliance of 

refugees. The targeting, identification and registration of 

refugees and asylum seekers is done in coordination with 

UNHCR, the Departmental Directorate for Humanitarian Action 

(DDAH) and the Ministry of Social Affairs and Humanitarian 

Action (MASAH) which has integrated these groups into its non-

contributory social protection programme from the end of 

2021. The next pipeline break for WFP supported refugee 

operations is expected in May 2022. 

TANZANIA 

WFP Tanzania continues to provide in-kind food assistance 

through general food distributions and nutrition support to 

pregnant and lactating women, children aged 6-59 months, 

HIV patients, and the sick who are hospitalized in camp 

hospitals. As a way to drive economic development in the 

region and address shortfalls in the food ration for refugees, 

WFP is engaging with the Government on the voucher 

programme initiative. WFP continues to enhance coordination 

with the Government, UNHCR, UNICEF and partners in the 

implementation of refugee operations. The Government’s 

priority is the voluntary repatriation of Burundian refugees. 

The repatriation process going forward was discussed during 

the 26th meeting of the Tripartite Commission technical 

working group that took place in February 2022. To support 

the refugee host community and address key priorities of the 

national and regional Governments, there are ongoing 

initiatives linked to renewable energy and natural resource 

management as a complement to WFP’s existing smallholder 

agriculture portfolio. Engagement is ongoing with potential 

donors for a joint approach by WFP, UNHCR and potentially 

with Danish Refugee Council. The next pipeline break for WFP 

supported refugee operations is expected in May 2022. 

ZAMBIA 

WFP Zambia continues to assist refugees and asylum seekers 

located in the Mantapala Refugee Resettlement with cash-

based transfers and in-kind food distributions accompanied by 

nutrition activities, financial empowerment, sensitization on 

fraud, theft, and prevention of gender-based violence and 

sexual exploitation. Furthermore, WFP is facing funding 

constraints in 2022 which have necessitated the planning for 

ration cuts and the formulation of a prioritization strategy with 

support from the UNHCR-WFP Joint Programme Excellence and 

Targeting Hub which will guide targeted support reaching the 

most vulnerable refugees. WFP and UNHCR have also jointly 

developed a Livelihoods and Economic Inclusion Concept Note, 

aimed at strengthening livelihoods and fostering resilience, 

targeting refugees and host community members. A call for 

funding has been issued and disseminated to partners and 

donors. From May 2022, due to limited resources, general food 

distribution rations will be reduced to the equivalent of 37 

percent to ensure that available resources last until December 

2022. 

ZIMBABWE 

In November 2021, WFP Zimbabwe shifted the refugee 

response to cash-based transfers and is presently assisting 

refugees through cash-in-transit. WFP is also piloting a 

hydroponics project in Tongogara Refugee Camp with the goal 

to improve dietary diversity for 210 households in the camp. 

The project has made significant contributions towards the 

livelihoods, food and nutrition security for the refugee 

households in Tongogara Refugee Camp participating in the 

pilot project as they are now harvesting their produce for own 

consumption and resale. Due to the security incidents 

experienced by WFP in the movement of physical cash (cash-in-

transit) for distributions, WFP is reviewing switching the 

delivery mechanism to electronic remittance-based transfers. 

WFP continues to work with triparted partners, UNHCR and 

Terre des Hommes, through regular consultations. The next 

pipeline break for WFP supported refugee operations is 

expected in May 2022. 
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For more information, please contact:  rbj.emergencypreparednessandresponse@wfp.org 
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