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14 February 2018 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 13 FEBRUARY 2018)1 

 1,574,959 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 1,548,456 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Ar-Raqqa (318,761), Idleb 
(315,824), Aleppo (287,153), Hama (276,920), Deir-Ez-Zor (255,915), Homs (36,067), Al-Hassakeh 
(13,667), Lattakia (1,546) governorates, northern Syria. This also includes around 43,000 
displacements still under verification. Nearly 30,000 displacements have been recorded so far in 
February 2018, with the large majority from Idleb Governorate.  

o 26,503 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 In a statement on 12 February, the United Nations called for an immediate cessation of hostilities to protect 
and assist civilians. The statement noted that “all the parties involved have a responsibility, under 
international humanitarian and human rights law, to take all necessary measures to protect civilians and 
civilian infrastructure, and to allow for safe, sustained and unimpeded humanitarian access to all in need.” 

 A statement (10 February) said that the UN Secretary-General was “following closely the alarming military 
escalation throughout Syria and the dangerous spillover across its borders.” The statement also called “on 
all to work for an immediate and unconditional de-escalation of violence and exercise restraint.”  

 The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights received reports indicating that at 
least 277 civilians have been killed between 4 and 9 February, with a further 812 civilians injured, taking the 
total number of civilian casualties during the first week of February to around 1,089. 

 Both the Bab Al Salam and Bab Al Hawa cross-border hubs on the Turkey-Syria border are currently 
operational for UN cross-border activity pursuant to relevant Security Council resolutions, with a limit of 15 
trucks per day per hub and with a limited number of UN personnel. 

 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 The Protection Monitoring Task Force (Turkey Hub) collected data from 4-8 February for a rapid assessment 
on recent displacements in northern Syria. Five Protection Cluster members conducted a total of 242 
interviews, primarily in Dana, Idleb, Bennsh, Maaret Tamsrin, Teftnaz, Kafr Nobol sub-districts of Idleb 
Governorate and Atareb sub-district of Aleppo Governorate.  Interviewed IDPs had fled primarily from 
Sanjar, Saraqeb, Abul Thohur, Ma’aarat an Nu’man sub-districts of Idleb Governorate, Tall Ed-daman sub-

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/statement-attributed-ali-al-za-tari-un-resident-and-humanitarian
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2018-02-10/statement-attributable-spokesman-secretary-general-syrian-arab/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22647&LangID=E


district of Aleppo Governorate, and Hamra and Hama sub-districts of Hama Governorate.  Half of the 
respondents were women and half were men.  

 The assessment found that major reasons for leaving included severe bombardment, the advance or 
expected advance of Government of Syria forces, lack of basic services, and dangers from unexploded 
remnants of war.  The main risks faced during the flight included shelling, lack of transport, and other 
explosive hazards. Families often left with little or no belongings, and some experienced illness or injury 
during the journey due to cold weather conditions or injuries caused by the conflict. Many families required 
immediate medical attention upon arrival to their present location. The high cost and scarcity of transport 
was often a cause for family separation. The most common reasons for choice of destination was availability 
of work opportunity (69%), the possibility of staying near friends and family (43%), the possibility of obtaining 
humanitarian assistance (36%), and physical safety (31%). Key Informants indicated the need for all types 
of humanitarian assistance and basic services, including shelter, as tents are overcrowded.  

 Protection Sector partners (Syria Hub) are responding to the recent IDP outflows from Idleb into northern 
Hama and in the outskirts of the city. Women and children presently constitute the majority of the population. 
The Sector is ensuring protection presence and identification of needs, referrals to services and 
psychosocial support to women and children, and restoration of civil documentation through legal teams. 
Due to the increased hostilities in Afrin, displacement into rural Aleppo and to the city has also been 
reported.  Protection actors are providing services to the new arrivals in the rural areas through mobile units 
and a newly established community centre in the area, while IDPs in Aleppo city can rely on a network of 
protection facilities provided by partners.    

 From January to December 2017, the Whole of Syria Protection sector conducted 7.3 million interventions 
in 1,975 communities in 238 out of 272 sub-districts in Syria through one or more of its prevention/risk 
mitigation, response or capacity building activities. These protection interventions include awareness 
raising, risk education, individual and group psychosocial support, protection monitoring, case management, 
referrals to other services, and material/cash assistance. Many of the interventions are done through 
community centres, schools, and child friendly/women safe spaces, or using outreach volunteers. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 In preparation for a potential displacement from Afrin to areas where cross-border actors are able to access 
and assist, CCCM Cluster member agencies are establishing an IDP camp in A’zaz sub-district. This camp 
will have the capacity to host 3,000 IDPs (600 tents). In case no displacements were to happen, this site 
would host other IDPs in the over-populated IDP sites in A’zaz area. 

 The large influx of IDPs from northern Hama and southern Idleb, after peaking in early January 2018, is now 
slowing down. Arrivals have been recorded particularly to northern Idleb (Dana) and western Aleppo 
(Atareb, Daret Azza) sub-districts as well as other sub-districts in the centre and west of Idleb 
Governorate. Cluster member agencies are providing assistance to households arriving in these 
locations.  A total of 325,443 displacements to north-west Syria were tracked between 15 December and 3 
February (see attached map). The CCCM Cluster continues to follow the situation closely and will share 
new updates with member agencies once more information becomes available. 

 The three CCCM Cluster reception centres are hosting new arrivals from affected areas in northern Hama 
and southern Idleb. Currently, 3,797 IDPs are residing in these centres, which have an overall capacity of 
5,500 individuals. The CCCM Cluster reception centre in Maaret Elekhwan (Idleb Governorate) has now 
reached maximum capacity. An additional five sites are currently hosting a total of 8,430 IDPs in Idleb 
Governorate. These sites are in need of several items, including cooked meals and ready-to-eat rations, 
tents, hygiene kits, NFIs, and adequate latrines. One of the sites has now reached maximum capacity (5,050 
IDPs). Three new IDP sites for up to 6,070 IDPs are currently being established with the support of the 
CCCM Cluster.   

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI) 

 The SNFI Cluster (Turkey Hub) assisted 124,389 IDPs displaced between 15 January and 3 February. The 
current gap between those assisted and those in need is around 200,000 people, with the biggest gap in 
the response remaining shelter assistance. 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/wos_protection_sector_snapshot_2017_as_of_31_dec_0.pdf


 


