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Caribbean

FACTS & FIGURES
6.2 million people  have been
affected throughout the Caribbean 
due to extreme drought in 2015 - a
consequence of the El Niño weather
phenomenon.

€61 million for disaster preparedness
since 1994

 

European Commission assistance to the
Caribbean:
€540.5 million since 1994

€378.3 million for Haiti

€162.2 million  for the rest of the
Caribbean.

Introduction
The Caribbean region is spread over a “hurricane belt” and surrounded by several tectonic plates. It is exposed to severe,
recurring natural hazards. In 2017, the hurricane season (usually June to November) was extreme, with Irma and Maria –
both category 5, maximum strength hurricanes – devastating  Dominica, Cuba, Antigua & Barbuda, but also severely
affecting Turks & Caicos, St Kitts & Nevis, Sint Maarten and Saint Martin, the British Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Haiti and
Dominican Republic, and leaving millions destitute. The Caribbean is also prone to droughts, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis,
flash floods, landslides, mudslides, droughts and earthquakes, as well as recurrent epidemics.

What are the needs?
Humanitarian aid in the Caribbean focuses on access to safe water,  sanitation and hygiene, health care,  shelter,  or
providing food assistance and relief items. The protection of displaced and migrant populations is required in some
countries.

Given the region’s vulnerability to frequent disasters, enhancing local capacities to respond to natural hazards is vital. The
Commission's disaster preparedness programme (DIPECHO) therefore supports simple, cost-efficient preventive measures
implemented by the communities and national systems, enabling them to protect lives and livelihoods before, during and
after a disaster strikes. The Commission also supports the integration of disaster risk reduction (DRR) in all our projects,
through specific targeted actions.
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http://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/water-sanitation-hygiene_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/health_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/food-assistance_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/protection_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/risk-reduction_en


How are we helping?
Since 1994, the European Commission’s has funded €540.5 million in humanitarian aid to the Caribbean. €378.3 million
have been dedicated to Haiti, particularly in the wake of the devastating earthquake of 12 January 2010 which claimed
222 750 lives. EU-funded programmes against the ongoing cholera epidemic and recurrent food insecurity by providing
shelter,  safe  drinking  water,  healthcare,  food  assistance,  protection,  livelihood  activities,  and  access  to  water  and
sanitation.

Throughout  the  region,  €162.2  million  has  been  allocated  to  humanitarian  emergencies.  For  disaster-preparedness
activities, the Commission has committed €61 million. The Commission focuses on linking emergency relief and longer
term development interventions, helping to build the resilience of the most vulnerable population groups.

Following categories 5 hurricane Irma and Maria’s landfall in the Caribbean in September 2017, the Commission provided
€2.9 million through the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the World Food Programme (WPF) and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to
provide temporary shelters, safe drinking water, health and sanitation services and food aid, in Cuba, Antigua and Barbuda,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Saint Kitts and Nevis, St Maarten, and Turks and Caicos.

These events took place after an extreme drought that has affected over 6.2 million people in Caribbean countries since
2015 - a consequence of the El Niño weather phenomenon. As such, for the period of 2015-2017, the Commission has
funded response interventions in Haiti (€12.2 million), the Dominican Republic (€1.1 million), and Cuba (€700 000) to
mitigate the impact of the drought on people’s livelihoods, food security, nutritional status, and health. The total response
for 2015-2017 amounts to €14 million.

After tropical storm Erika battered Dominica in August 2015, €300 000 were released to bring relief to victims, including
access to water and sanitation, and hygiene promotion to minimise diseases and rebuild health services. Over €300 000
were also released to help bring relief to the victims of floods in Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent & the Grenadines following
severe rains in December 2013. The assistance included distribution of food and relief items,  access to water and
sanitation, and hygiene promotion.

Through its DIPECHO programme, the Commission allocated €12.1 million for disaster preparedness across the Caribbean
in 2015-2016. Projects funded included the promotion of early warning systems, strengthening health infrastructure, retro-
fitting shelters and school facilities to withstand disasters and improving awareness of the risks linked to earthquakes,
tsunamis and hurricanes. In 2017, another €2 million were allocated for disaster preparedness.
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