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REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
Overall, 6.1 million people remain food 
insecure in the region, according to the 
regional Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (rVAC) data. About 5.7 
million of these people are in Lesotho, 
Swaziland, Zimbabwe, and southern 
Mozambique, where severe drought this 
season has led to significant production 
deficits.  
  
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), maize prices are much 
higher than in the previous year and will likely remain high in most countries in the 
region. Malawi is an exception due to two consecutive bumper harvests.  High 
staple food prices are also limiting market access for poor households. 
 
Malawi, Zambia and Tanzania continue to supply maize to the above-mentioned 
grain deficit countries. However, regional surpluses are not enough to cover these 
deficits in the different countries. Thus, some countries will still need to import 
substantial quantities from overseas at higher prices. Additionally, in some cases, 
local infrastructure is insufficient to transport grain surpluses from one country to 
the different areas of neighbouring countries. In addition, the limited market and 
transport infrastructure available to the region’s traders is not likely to handle the 
large volumes needed to fill these gaps. The region will still need to import 
substantial quantities from overseas at higher prices. 
 
In Malawi, Zambia, Angola, and northern Mozambique, the food security situation 
is satisfactory and food prices have remained stable. Prices in each country and / 
or area are lower than at the same time last year as well as the past five year 
average. Despite this, there are localized pockets of food insecurity in some 
countries such as in Malawi, Zambia, Angola and Namibia. 
 
While food aid is urgently needed to assist those countries with critical levels of 
food insecurity, there is a need to focus more attention on alternative approaches 
to food aid, including voucher systems, cash transfers and other safety nets, in 
order to ensure that those who are food deficit are able to attain their entitlements.  
 
Outbreaks of cholera and other communicable diseases continue to expose the 
fragility of the region’s health infrastructure, in particular in Angola, which has 
experienced a new outbreak of cholera and Lesotho where an acute viral infection 
has been reported. 
 
As the rainy season approaches, the weather outlook favours above average rains 
over central Mozambique, eastern South Africa, southern Angola, northern 
Namibia, southern Botswana, and central South Africa. Elsewhere normal rains are 
expected.  Continued monitoring is however necessary as weather patterns may 
fluctuate or have an unanticipated impact at local levels. 
 

COUNTRY COVERAGE  
MOZAMBIQUE:  Approximately, 520,000 people are in need of emergency food 
assistance in the drought affected southern and central areas of Mozambique, 
according to Fews Net. Household food reserves have run out and access to food 
through markets is limited.  According to the Agricultural Markets Information 
System (SIMA), this is due to the high costs of transporting maize from the surplus 
areas of the north and center to the south. It is expected therefore that these high 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Regional: Malawi, Zambia 
and Tanzania continue to 
supply maize to grain deficit 
countries. However, regional 
surpluses are not enough to 
cover these deficits in the 
different countries. Limited 
market and transport 
infrastructure is hampering the 
distribution of grain from 
surplus to deficit areas, thereby 
resulting in high prices. Cases 
of cholera and other 
communicable diseases as in 
the case of Angola and Lesotho 
continue to expose the fragility 
of the regions health 
infrastructure. Ahead of the 
rainy season, several countries 
in the region are undertaking 
Contingency Planning. 
 

Mozambique: Approximately, 
520,000 people are in need of 
emergency food assistance in 
the drought affected southern 
and central areas.  According 
to the Agricultural Markets 
Information System (SIMA), 
this is due to the high costs of 
transporting maize from the 
surplus areas of the north and 
centre to the south. Prices are 
expected to remain high until 
next February when the green 
harvest becomes available. 

 

Zimbabwe: The government 
has sought to import 400,000 
metric tonnes (MT) of maize 
from Malawi between May 
2007 and February 2008. As of 
August, approximately 158,000 
MT was delivered.  
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prices will prevail until next February when the green harvest becomes available. 
For more information visit: 
http://www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/180907_FEWS_Food_securi
ty.pdf. 
 
The World Food Programme (WFP) will provide food assistance to 469,334 people from 
October through December as part of the agency’s overall response to this year’s 
drought. Should food security conditions deteriorate further due to rising maize prices 
in the upcoming lean season, WFP and partners anticipate a gradual scaling up of 
emergency food assistance after January and ending in March 2008. 
 
Water for human and animal consumption is becoming scarce, as water sources and 
pasture is drying up. Humanitarian partners are concerned about the water, sanitation 
and hygiene conditions of people living in the drought affected areas. Also, livestock 
prices are fluctuating as households engage in negative coping mechanisms such as 
selling livestock to purchase food, which further erodes their coping capacity.  
 
UNICEF is continuing to support the resettlement and recovery efforts of the 
Government and humanitarian Clusters, following the floods and cyclone emergencies 
earlier this year through regular country programme activities. Furthermore, technical 
support is being provided to line ministries, particularly the Water, Education, Health 
and Social Action sectors, to refine action plans for the provision of basic services in 
the resettlement areas. UNICEF continues to implement specific recovery related 
programmes for sustainable water sources and sanitation facilities in flood affected 
districts and is rehabilitating schools and health centres damaged by Cyclone Favio 
under an EU-funded recovery programme in affected districts. 
 
In September and October 2007, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) will 
assist 25,000 families through Input Trade Fairs (ITFs) in the flood resettlement camps 
in the Zambezi Valley in coordination with district authorities. FAO is also supporting 
small-scale irrigation projects in semi-arid areas of Gaza, Inhambane and Tete. In 
addition to the FAO led ITFs, the Ministry of Agriculture has also planned to support 
112,000 households in the drought affected districts in the southern region through 
additional ITFs. However, the government is experiencing constraints due to a lack of 
funds. So far, only 25 percent of the required funds for the intended input trade fairs 
have been committed. 
  
A favourable agricultural season is indicated. The main rainy season is expected to 
begin in October and November in most of the country. Rains are forecast to be normal 
or above normal during the season throughout the country.  
For further information visit: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2007.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/YSAR-
77MKFX-Full_Report.pdf/$File/Full_Report.pdf 
 
The government and its partners’ with support from the Regional Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs for southern Africa are currently undertaking 
Contingency Planning, in preparation for the upcoming flood and cyclone season. 
 
ZIMBABWE:  The country’s 2006/07 crop production failed to meet national 
requirements leaving between one-third and one-half of its needs unmet, according to 
the May Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission (CFSAM). As a result, more than 
four million Zimbabweans face acute food insecurity. To fill this cereal shortfall, the 
government has sought to import 400,000 metric tonnes (MT) of maize from Malawi 
between May 2007 and February 2008. As of August, approximately 158,000 MT was 
delivered to Zimbabwe, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
 
It is believed that ongoing foreign currency and fuel deficits, as well as a deteriorating 
transportation infrastructure, are hampering the government Grain Marketing Board’s 
(GMB) ability to transport and distribute available cereals. As a result, maize prices are 
extremely high, particularly in urban areas. Households in drought-affected areas have 
exhausted food reserves, and are employing negative coping strategies. 
 
Fews Net’s latest report warns that over the next six months, the food security scenario 
is likely to worsen, with the numbers of people facing food shortages increasing during 

HIGHLIGHTS  
Swaziland: The US$15.6 million 
drought flash appeal that was 
launched in July, to help the 
Government address the 
humanitarian situation is only 
18 percent funded. Additional 
funding for food aid, 
agriculture and nutrition is in 
the pipeline. Protection, health, 
water and sanitation 
components of the appeal 
remain unfunded. 

Lesotho: The US$18.9 million 
drought flash appeal is 48.5 
percent funded. To date, no 
funds have been committed for 
the child protection and early 
recovery components of the 
fund.  

Namibia: The resettlement of 
flood affected people in 
Caprivi was completed in 
September 2007. According to 
the Directorate of Disaster 
Management (DDM), of the 
6,000 flood affected people, 
approximately 3,000 people 
were relocated with support 
from the Government, while 
others’ voluntarily relocated 
themselves back to their 
villages. The government 
together with the Namibia Red 
Cross provided tarpaulin, 
poles, and plastics for the 
construction of temporary 
dwellings. The DDM, along 
with the Caprivi Regional 
Council will be providing food 
assistance for the months of 
October and November to the 
flood victims in Caprivi. 

 
Zambia: In the flood affected 
areas, an estimated 440,866 
people will require food 
assistance estimated at 31,742 
tonnes, from September to 
February, 2008.  Maize exports 
are limited to 200 000 (MT) and 
therefore prices are expected to 
remain low for the remainder 
of the season.  
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the hunger season (October 2007 to March 2008). However, famine is likely to be 
mitigated by the combination of government imports, international food aid and the 
possibility of a normal 2008 agricultural season. 
 
Sanitation conditions are deteriorating as soap and other basic hygiene supplies are 
unavailable for many poor Zimbabweans. Reduced access to safe water and adequate 
sanitation, coupled with the collapse of the health system, is increasing susceptibility to 
water born diseases. Humanitarian partners have reported an increase in diarrhoeal 
and dysentery cases. For more information visit: 
http://www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/011007_USAID_Zimbabwe_
Drought_complex_emergency.pdf 
 
An assessment on the situation of migrants from Zimbabwe in South Africa was carried 
out from 4 to 6 September 2007 in Johannesburg, Pretoria and Limpopo. The 
assessment, which was organized by UNICEF, was carried out jointly by the UN High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM). The assessment found that while deportations to Zimbabwe have doubled in 
2007, few Zimbabweans apply for asylum. Instead of seeking protection, they come to 
South Africa to earn money to feed their families, and to return to Zimbabwe. Overall, 
the recommendations from this assessment were two-fold, firstly that the Government 
of South Africa grant a temporary permit to Zimbabweans so that they can earn a living 
and be free of the fear of deportation, which makes them vulnerable to exploitation. 
Secondly, that immediate programmatic action is taken to combat sexual abuse by 
establishing a Place of Safety or NGO child protection programme in Musina, Limpopo 
province.  
 
Refugees International (RI) is currently undertaking an assessment on the 
humanitarian situation of Zimbabweans leaving their country to Zambia, Botswana and 
South Africa. The mission will evaluate how international and national aid agencies and 
the governments of Zambia, Botswana, and South Africa are assisting Zimbabweans. RI 
will also assess UN and humanitarian organizations’ efforts to meet protection and 
assistance needs to the affected population. For further information visit: 
http://www.refugeesinternational.org/content/mission/detail/10212/ 
 
SWAZILAND: The recent drought disaster reduced the maize harvest to 26,000 MT 
from 67,000 MT last year. To this end, FAO is assisting 50,000 families through Input 
Trade Fairs, to grow their main crops for the coming season. The Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) and the European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO) 
together contributed US$1.5 million to the programme. All ITFs are expected to end by 
25 October.  
 
To date, the US$15.6 million drought flash appeal that was launched in July, to help 
the Government address the humanitarian situation is only 18 percent funded. 
Additional funding for food aid, agriculture and nutrition is in the pipeline. Protection, 
health, water and sanitation components of the appeal remain unfunded. To view the 
Flash Appeal visit: http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-
emergencyDetails&appealID=772 
 
In response to the forest fires in July, the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives and 
FAO have accelerated distribution of seeds and agricultural tools. The distribution has 
been finalized in six constituencies, benefiting 11,695 households, and will be 
completed in time for the planting season in October.   
 
As of September, the Water Crisis Committee drilled 23 boreholes and rehabilitated 16 
water infrastructural points in three constituencies. Despite the acute water shortage in 
the low veldt, available data did not show an upsurge of diarrhoeal diseases.  
 
LESOTHO: The US$18.9 million drought flash appeal is 48.5 percent funded. To date, 
no funds have been committed for the child protection and early recovery components 
of the fund. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has received US$3.3 million 
from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and the European Commission 
Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO) to assist 35,000 families through Input Trade Fairs 
(ITFs) and with some conservation agriculture activities. The project will be completed 
by end-October. 

HIGHLIGHTS  
Angola: Eighty nine cases of 
cholera were reported between 
24 and 30 September, resulting 
in one fatality. A total of 16,731 
cases of cholera were reported 
from January to end 
September, resulting in 435 
fatalities. In 2006, a cholera 
outbreak that began in mid 
February and showed signs of 
abating in June, resurfaced in 
November claiming the lives of 
2,584 people and infecting 
63,200 people. 

Madagascar: Results were 
released this month from the 
Emergency Food Security 
Assessment (EFSA) that was 
conducted during May and 
June for the North West (Diana 
and Sofia regions) and South 
East (Atsimo Atsinana and 
Vatovavy Fitovinany regions. 
The main assessment findings 
indicated that moderate to 
severe food insecurity was the 
highest at 66 percent in the 
inaccessible north western 
parts, followed by 53 percent 
in the south eastern parts. 

 

Malawi:  Results from a 
nutrition assessment that was 
conducted in June in Karonga, 
Ntchisi, Chikwawa and Nsanje 
districts were released this 
month. The findings from the 
assessment showed prevalence 
of Global Acute Malnutrition 
(GAM) among children 6-59 
months of age at 1.3% in parts 
of Karonga District, 0.6% in 
Ntchisi District, and 2.7% in 
the Chikwawa / Nsanje 
districts. To address this 
situation, nutrition supplies for 
a period of two months were 
delivered in September 2007 to 
all 95 Nutrition Rehabilitation 
Units. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE:  
CASH TRANSFERS IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

There is growing interest in 
the use of cash transfers as 
a response to hunger and 
vulnerability in southern 
Africa. The approach is a 
response to weaknesses of 
conventional approaches to 
aid.  
 
Food aid has been the 
dominant response to food 
crises in the region. But food 
aid is only a short-term 
response to what is 
increasingly understood to be 
a structural problem. As 
vulnerability analysis 
improves, the ability to predict 
potential crises also improves. 
This has led some 
governments and donors to 
support social transfer 
approaches that offer 
predictable responses to 
predictable vulnerability. 
 
Social transfers are non-
contributory, regular and 
predictable transfers to 
households or 
individuals, in cash or kind. 
Predictability is very important 
because it allows poverty-
stricken households to include 
a regular transfer in their 
planning. Cash transfers can 
take the form of income 
support, child grants, disability 
benefits and non-contributory 
pensions. Sometimes these are 
conditional on recipients 
carrying out specific activities, 
such as providing labour on 
cash-for-work programmes, or 
ensuring that children attend 
schools or clinics. Sometimes 
they are unconditional. 
 
 
 

 
Increased cases of severe malnutrition were reported in Nohana village, in the district 
of Mohale’s Hoek in September. UNICEF will visit the district together with the Food and 
Nutrition Coordination Office (FNCO) and Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
(MOHSW) to assess the nutrition situation of children in Nohana and in the surrounding 
mountain villages.  
 
On 30 August 2007, the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MOHSW) announced an 
outbreak of flu, in the Leribe district. It was later classified as acute viral infection. Out 
of a total of 45 cases, five deaths have been reported. UNICEF is collaborating with the 
MOHSW and the World Health Organization (WHO) to ensure the necessary support. 
WHO has sent laboratory samples to South Africa for testing. According to a recent 
briefing to all stakeholders by MOHSW, the outbreak has been contained. The MOHSW, 
WHO, UNICEF and partners’, such as Partners in Health (PIH) remain on standby for a 
possible emergency response and will continue to monitor the situation in the coming 
weeks, while awaiting the lab results from South Africa. 
 
Due to the lack of baseline health data, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and 
WHO, developed a proposal for a Reproductive Health (RH) assessment in Lesotho. The 
Emergency Unit within UNFPA Headquarters provided US$60,000 for the country to 
undertake an assessment to obtain baseline data for future planning and response 
interventions. 
 
NAMIBIA:  Veld fires are posing a major threat to grazing and livelihoods in the 
country.  In response to the 2006/07 drought emergency, the Government of Namibia 
has set aside NAD 20 million (US$2.8 million) to cater for emergency grazing; 
marketing of livestock; feeding programmes and the provision of emergency water 
supplies through water tankers, drilling boreholes and water pipelines. Government is 
currently tendering for food commodities, such as maize meal, cooking oil and dried 
fish for distribution to vulnerable groups as part of the drought management scheme. 
 
The resettlement of flood affected people in Caprivi was completed in September 
2007. According to the Directorate of Disaster Management (DDM), of the 6,000 flood 
affected people, approximately 3,000 people were relocated with support from the 
Government, while others’ voluntarily relocated themselves back to their villages. The 
government together with the Namibia Red Cross provided tarpaulin, poles, plastics for 
the construction of temporary dwellings. The DDM, along with the Caprivi Regional 
Council will be providing food assistance for the months of October and November to 
the flood victims in Caprivi.   
 
The technical committee on floods, which was established by a Cabinet decision in 
March 2007 to develop a long-term solution to the recurrent flooding of the Caprivi 
recently visited Zambia. The purpose of this visit was to learn from Zambia’s experience 
of managing the Barotse flood plains in the Western province. The technical committee 
is expected to develop recommendations for a more sustainable solution to mitigate 
the impact of flooding of the Caprivi. 
 
In commemoration of the International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction on 10 October, 
the UN along with the Government of Namibia hosted an interactive event to raise 
awareness about Disaster Risk Reduction education within the school curriculum. The 
event held at Suiderhof Primary School in Windhoek, was the second event in a two-
part campaign to promote disaster risk education in the school system.  
 
ZAMBIA: The food security situation is favourable with a total of 1.8 million metric 
tonnes (MT) of cereals available, including carry-over stocks. However, pockets of food 
insecurity exist. In the flood affected areas, an estimated 440,866 people will require 
food assistance estimated at 31,742 tonnes, from September to February, 2008.  
Overall, the average price of maize throughout the year has been lower this year. 
However, for this time of the year, during the lean season, they are higher than the 
same time last year. Maize exports are limited to 200 000 (MT) and therefore prices 
are expected to remain low for the remainder of the season.  
For more information visit: 
http://www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/180907_FEWS_Zambia_Foo
d_security_outlook.pdf 



Southern Africa Humanitarian Update   Regional IASC Monthly Bulletin – Johannesburg –July 2007 

 

  

FEATURE ARTICLE:  
CASH TRANSFERS IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

(CONTINUED…) 

 
 
Cash transfers are more 
flexible than commodity-based 
transfers (like food aid), giving 
beneficiary households choices 
about how they want to spend 
additional resources. Cash 
transfers in southern Africa 
have been found to result in 
more diverse dietary uptake, 
improvements in child-caring 
practices and increased uptake 
of social services. 
 
Concerns that have been raised 
about cash transfers include 
that that they involve risks of 
trust and dependency, are 
unaffordable to resource-poor 
countries, or may stimulate 
inflation, causing prices for key 
goods to rise. There is a need 
to gather evidence about 
whether these concerns are 
valid, and what can be done in 
response. Experience gained 
from a range of small-scale 
pilot initiatives has given us 
some understanding of 
the impact of cash transfers. 
But there is a need to gather 
much more evidence. The 
Southern African regional 
workshop on cash transfers, 
co-hosted by the Southern 
African Regional Poverty 
Network (SARPN), the 
Regional Hunger and 
Vulnerability Programme 
(RHVP) and Oxfam GB, has 
been called to share lessons on 
existing cash transfer 
programmes in the region and 
on current attempts to improve 
vulnerability assessment tools 
to support social protection 
planning. 
 

For more information visit: 
www.wahenga.net or email 
John Rook, Programme 
Manager - john@rhvp.org 

 
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), livestock prices are reported 
to have improved through controls on movement of livestock to curtail the spread of 
the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia (CBPP) virus. However, this may have an 
adverse effect on some owners. 
 
The government and its partners with support from the Regional Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs for southern Africa are currently undertaking 
contingency planning in preparation for the upcoming rainy season.  
 
ANGOLA:  Maize production in Angola is estimated by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) at 700,000 tonnes, an increase of 33.1 percent above last year’s 
level.  Total cereal production, including maize is estimated at 863,000 tonnes, an 
increase of 26.3 percent above the 2005/06 harvest.  Despite this increase, some 
15,000 households in Cunene are reported to be moderately food insecure following 
poor harvests of sorghum and millet. 
 
Eighty nine cases of cholera were reported between 24 and 30 September, resulting in 
one fatality. A total of 16,731 cases of cholera were reported from January to end 
September, resulting in 435 fatalities. In 2006, a cholera outbreak that began in mid 
February and showed signs of abating in June, resurfaced in November claiming the 
lives of 2,584 people and infecting 63,200 people The epidemic, which started in the 
capital of Luanda, spread to 16 of the country's 18 provinces. Approximately 35% of all 
cases reported were children under five.   
 
Additionally, at least 33,508 cases of malaria were recorded from January to August 
this year in Luanda`s Sambizanga District, according to local health authorities, with no 
deaths reported. During this same period, the following was reported: 6,089 cases of 
acute respiratory disease, 4,878 of acute diarrhoea, and 2,308 of typhus, 212 of 
tuberculosis and 10 of HIV/AIDS.  Sambizanga District, has a population estimated at 
650,000 inhabitants and only two health centres.  
 
The government and its partners, support from OCHA and UNDP's Bureau for Crisis 
Response and Recovery (BCPR), have undertaken Contingency Planning for five 
scenarios, namely floods, drought, epidemics, fire and landslides. A draft Contingency 
Plan is currently being prepared and is expected to be completed by 25 October, when 
it will be shared with all provinces and UN / NGO participants for comments.  The final 
document will be sent to the Council of Ministers for approval around mid-November.  
 
MADAGASCAR: Results were released this month from the Emergency Food Security 
Assessment (EFSA) that was conducted during May and June for the North West (Diana 
and Sofia regions) and South East (Atsimo Atsinana and Vatovavy Fitovinany regions. 
The aim was to assess the magnitude and severity of food insecurity in cyclone and 
flood affected areas, and to identify appropriate responses, including targeted food aid 
and other related interventions. The main assessment findings indicated that moderate 
to severe food insecurity was the highest at 66 percent in the inaccessible north 
western parts, followed by 53 percent in the south eastern parts. For full report visit:  
http://www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/081007_UN_OCHA_Madaga
scar_Sitrep_No10.pdf  
 
Following massive flooding and cyclones in the country earlier this year, the 
government and its partners’ with support from the Regional Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs for southern Africa is revising its national Contingency Plan for 
natural disasters. A national Contingency Planning exercise will be held from 16 to 18 
October.  It will focus on natural hazards, epidemics and human displacement as a 
result of natural disasters. 
 
MALAWI: While Malawi has produced 3.2 million tonnes – the largest harvest on 
record, however some isolated parts of the country, such as Karonga in the North and 
the Lower Shire in the South were unable to achieve normal production of food crops. 
According, to the national Vulnerability Assessment Committee (nVAC) around 519,200 
people need to be watched as adverse economic developments could mean that they 
would be unable to access adequate food.  
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LATEST NEWS FROM IASC PARTNERS 

 
Results from a nutrition assessment that was conducted in June in Karonga, Ntchisi, 
Chikwawa and Nsanje districts were released this month. The findings from the 
assessment showed prevalence of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) among children 6-
59 months of age at 1.3% in parts of Karonga District, 0.6% in Ntchisi District, and 
2.7% in the Chikwawa / Nsanje districts. To address this situation, nutrition supplies for 
a period of two months were delivered in September 2007 to all 95 Nutrition 
Rehabilitation Units. Overall, national trends of both Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) 
and Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in June 2007 show a decrease when compared 
with previous month figures. Both GAM and SAM are decreased by 6.24 percent for 
GAM and 1.21 percent for SAM respectively.  
For more information visit: 
http://www.sahims.net/doclibrary/Sahims_Documents/011007_UNICEF_Malaw
i_Humanitarian_sitrep.pdf
 

 
Strengthening 
Disaster 
Preparedness and 
Response in the 
Region  
SAHIMS successfully 
organised its first regional 
EmergencyInfo training 
workshop for southern 
African and Indian Ocean 
countries from 10-14 
September 2007 in Maputo, 
Mozambique. Thirty-three 
participants from the national 
disaster management and 
humanitarian community 
including Mozambique, 
Swaziland, Madagascar, 
Comoros, Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
Lesotho, Angola and South 
Africa attended the workshop. 
This EmergencyInfo training 
workshop aimed at addressing 
one of the key objectives of the 
UN Regional Director’s Team 
(RDT): Building and 
strengthening national 
capacity for disaster 
preparedness and response.  
 
The workshop was hosted by 
INGC, Mozambique and 
opened by HE Mr. Lucas 
Jeremias Chomera, 
Mozambican Minister of State 
Administration and Vice-
president of Disaster 
Management. The Minister 
demonstrated the high priority 
given to this capacity building 
activity for strengthening 

national capacity for a timely 
management of assessment 
data collection, analysis and 
reporting during natural 
disasters, particularly floods 
and cyclones. 
 
EmergencyInfo was developed 
as part of the DevInfo system 
of information management 
tools, to assist developing 
countries facing the 
complexity of poverty and 
vulnerability to address the 
growing difficulty to provide 
sufficient and timely 
information in order to 
support response to natural 
disasters. Lessons learned 
from 2007 sudden onset 
emergencies in the SADC 
region, including 
Mozambique, Madagascar, 
Zambia and Comoros, as well 
as requests from various 
humanitarian and disaster risk 
reduction partners pointed to 
the need to improve national 
field information management 
capacity, particularly for the 
timely completion of rapid 
assessments.  
  
The main outcomes of the 
training were samples of 
standard national 
questionnaires programmed 
into the EmergencyInfo 
system by using a simple held 
computer-PDA. Using Zambia 
and Madagascar interagency 
models, selected national 
operatives were trained on 

customising these systems and 
using it to manage complex 
data collection and reporting 
exercises during emergencies 
in their countries.  
 
In order to ensure the 
effectiveness of the workshop 
in supporting national efforts, 
it was agreed that SAHIMS 
will help participating 
countries develop a fast-track 
EmergencyInfo national 
implementation plan/project. 
This will be part of 
information management 
support to the preparation of 
rapid impact assessments, 
before the end year critical 
period of floods and cyclone 
risks. Assistance from regional 
and national IASC members 
will be required for 
consistency in mainstreaming 
EmergencyInfo developed 
national capacity into current 
assistance activities and plans. 
 

RIACSO Newsletter 
Survey Results 
OCHA ROSA conducted a 
RIACSO User Survey in 
September.  More than 80 
readers responded to the 
survey. OCHA ROSA is 
thanks all respondents for 
their time and feedback. 
 
Overall,  the results showed 
that the newsletter is a 
valuable. 
 

Who are the Readers? 
• 50 percent of readers 

work at the regional level 
• 35.7 percent  work at 

country / field office 
• 14.3 percent at 

headquarters 
 
Majority of readers work in 
the following areas:  
• 10.2 percent work in 

food-security 
• 8 percent work in 

HIV/AIDS  
• 8 percent in disaster 

management  
• 8 percent in emergency 

coordination. 
 
Who are they? 
• 78.6 percent of readers 

work within NGOs, 
followed by Government.  
 

Why they read the 
newsletter? 
• 90.9 percent read the 

bulletin every month and 
spend on average less 
than 20 minutes going 
through the bulletin 

• 47.1 percent of readers 
rely on the bulletin to 
obtain a regional 
perspective on the 
situation  

• 23.5 percent use it to 
know what the 
humanitarian community 
is doing 

• 17.6 percent of the 
readers use it for 
reference material. 
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Views on the Various 
Sections of the Newsletter: 
Country Highlights: 
Equal = 47.5 percent of readers 
found the country highlights 
section good, whilst another 
47.5 percent rated this section 
as average. 
 
What they want to read about: 
Areas of highest interest 
• Food security - 92.9 

percent 
• HIV/AIDS – 71.4 percent 
• Livelihoods - 71.4 percent 
• Early warning - 71.4 

percent.  
• Agriculture  - 64.3 

percent  
• Nutrition – 50 percent 

• Water and sanitation - 50 
percent. 

• Disaster Risk reduction 
received 43 percent. 
 

Format and Design: 
Overall readers found the 
bulletin too long. Whilst, the 
design and layout was just 
right 

 
Summary of findings: 
Most readers work at the 
regional level in the areas of 
food security, HIV/AIDS, 
disaster management and 
emergency coordination. 
Approximately, 90 percent 
read the bulletin every month 
and spend on average less 

than 20 minutes going through 
the bulletin.   
 
Majority of respondents read 
the bulletin to obtain a 
regional perspective on the 
situation and 17.6 percent of 
the readers use it for reference 
material.  
 
Majority of the respondents 
expressed a high interest in 
food security followed by 
HIV/AIDS, livelihoods, early 
warning, all of which received 
an equal rating of 71.4 %, and 
then followed by agriculture at 
64.3 percent. 
 
Overall readers found the 
bulletin too long.  The few 

written comments received, 
indicated a desire for more 
analysis and in-depth 
reporting.  
 
In reviewing these changes the 
bulletin will be shorter, 
referring readers to weblinks. 
Content will focus strongly on 
food security, HIV/AIDS, 
livelihoods, early warning and 
agriculture (in this order). 
 
Thank you for you feedback. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Event: Event: RIACSO Meeting 
Date:  1 November 2007 
Venue:  Merafe House, 11 Naivasha Road, Sunninghill, 

Johannesburg, South Africa 
Contact:  Ms Michelle Thulkanam. Email: 

thulkanam@un.org  
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