
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers  
 

18,414 MT of food commodities distributed 

USD 3.81 million cash-based transfers made 

USD 177.4 million six months net funding requirements 

(May − October 2022) 

758,495 people assisted  

 

Operational Context 

Kenya, a lower-middle-income economy is transforming rapidly. 

Social and economic inequalities persist, however, and more 

than one third of Kenyans live below the poverty line. Agriculture 

remains the main economic driver, accounting for 34 percent of 

GDP and 60 percent of labour forces. This rises to 70 percent in 

rural areas, even though 80 percent of the land arid and semi-

arid. Rapid population growth, climate change, underperforming 

food systems and inequalities are the most significant challenges 

to food and nutrition security.  

The number of people in need of assistance has risen to 3.5 

million people in April 2022, this is a sharp increase in the 

number of people experiencing high levels of hunger and 

malnutrition. Women are most affected as they tend to earn less 

and with fewer assets.  

A growing body of evidence shows that investing in mitigation 

and adaptation strategies including anticipatory-action, early 

response, community-based disaster risk reduction and 

resilience-building can greatly reduce the need for humanitarian 

assistance when crises hit. 

WFP has field offices across the ASALs providing direct assistance 

to people in need and technical assistance to the Government of 

Kenya. It supports transformative interventions to strengthen 

food systems and adaptation to climate shocks, improve diets 

and capacity building in order to improve food security and 

nutrition.  
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2019 Human Development 

Index: 143 out of 189 

 Chronic malnutrition: 26 percent 

of children between 6 and 59 

months 

 

Population: 47.6 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 
 

Captions: Farmers in Turkana have embraced drought resistant, highly nutritious, orange-

fleshed sweet potato to boost local incomes. Photo credit: © WFP/Georgina Stickels 

Contact Info: Emmanuel Bigenimana (wfp.kenya@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Lauren Landis  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Kenya  

Food Security Situation  

Food Security Outlook: global and regional challenges  

The ongoing severe drought continues to deepen food insecurity 

among pastoral and agro-pastoralist communities in the Horn of 

Africa. While some parts of the country including arid and semi lands 

(ASAL) areas received some rain, providing a degree of relief from 

the drought in April, the long rains have delayed and are not well 

distributed, leading to below average performance. 

The war between Russia and Ukraine which together provide 

significant shares of the world’s wheat, sunflower oil, and fertilizer 

exports, is causing sharp rises in global food prices and fuel costs. 

The wheat imports into Kenya are overwhelmingly from the two 

countries, with Russia and Ukraine making up 67 percent and 22 

percent respectively of the total volume. Kenyan food prices had 

already been rising due to high fuel costs and the continuing 

drought across the Horn of Africa. On 15 March 2022 fuel prices 

increased by KES 5.00 per litre (7 percent increase) from a price that 

was already considered high for the country, this was attributed to 

increased international crude oil costs (over USD 100 per barrel for 

the first time since 2014).  

Food Security Outlook: drought in Kenya 

The onset of the Long Rains in April-May 2022 in some of the ASAL 

counties is welcome, but the drought conditions remain critical 

affecting food security, livestock, water, education, health, and 

nutrition. Rainfall forecasts continue to predict below-average rains 

across eastern parts of Kenya, which is likely to further deepen 

seasonal rainfall deficits. Increased malnutrition rates are already a 

concern in most of the counties under crisis and emergency phases. 

The number of people in Integrated Food Security Phase 

Classification (IPC) Phase 3 and above has risen from 739,000 in June 

2020 to an estimated 3.5 million in April 2022. As part of the Horn of 

Africa Drought Response launched on February 10, WFP Kenya has 

so far received only USD 3 million which has been used to support 

the most affected communities with food assistance.  

Refugee Operations 

The number of refugees and asylum seekers is increasing due to 

registration of new births in Dadaab, as well as a refugee influx in 

both Kakuma and Dadaab camps. As a result, WFP has adjusted 

overall beneficiary planning numbers from 425,000 in 2021 to 

470,000 (Dadaab: 252,000, Kakuma: 173,000 and Kalobeyei: 45,000) 

in 2022. It has also been determined that there are 37,000 persons 

of concern in Dadaab who are yet to be registered. WFP requires 

more resources to meet the food needs of this growing population 

amid funding constraints and sharply rising prices of food and 

transport. Refugees in Kenya have not received a full ration since 

September 2018. In March 2022, rations were reduced from 60 

percent to 50 percent. Unless significant additional support 

materializes, rations will remain at this critical level throughout 2022 

increasing damaging impacts on refugee health and nutrition. 
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Operational Updates  

Horn of Africa Drought Response 

As part of the Horn of Africa Drought Response plan, WFP Kenya is 

currently seeking about USD 156 million for the next eight months to 

provide emergency food assistance, malnutrition 

treatment/prevention and resilience support. Blanket Supplementary 

Feeding (BSF) is required in the most drought-affected regions to avert 

a further deterioration in nutrition status for critical groups.  

Nutrition support 

WFP is working with county governments in the ASALs to target 

130,000 children aged 6-59 months and 82,000 pregnant and lactating 

women and girls (PLWGs) to treat moderate malnutrition.  

In response to the drought and to prevent further deterioration in the 

nutrition situation in the ASAL, WFP plans to implement BSF targeting 

486,000 children and 122,000 PLWGs. The BSF will start in the most 

affected region, North Horr of Marsabit County, and WFP continues to 

mobilize resources to cover other regions with Global Acute 

Malnutrition (GAM) prevalence above 30 percent. In collaboration with 

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), WFP is implementing 

Positive Deviance Hearth plus in Baringo County, which is an 

integrated programme that provides prevention and treatment of 

malnutrition, as well as strengthening school nutrition programmes. 

The integrated programme is aimed at addressing the underlying and 

basic causes of malnutrition.  

Food systems and resilience to climate shocks 

Following a rise in food insecurity across the ASALs resulting from the 

drought, WFP extended food and cash transfers to 390,000 people in 

nine of the drought-affected counties beyond the normal lean season. 

In Wajir County, WFP facilitated the transition of about 28,000 

beneficiaries from food to cash transfers based on consultations with 

communities and a request from the county government. The change 

in modality is closely monitored to generate evidence for future 

directions and decision-making. The seasonal safety nets are 

complemented by an integrated approach towards resilience building 

including enhancing the productive capacity of smallholder farmers, 

strengthening market linkages and financial inclusion. The lessons 

learned by the Farm to Market Alliance in setting up sustainable 

business structures in western Kenya has informed the introduction 

of farmer service centres to the ASALs which will be scaled up under 

the five-year Mastercard Foundation/WFP project. 

Country Capacity Strengthening 

WFP in collaboration with partners supported the Government of 

Kenya to draft the National School Meals Policy. The draft policy has 

been shared with the Cabinet Secretary in the Ministry of Education 

for review. Once approved, the policy will help to advocate for 

increased and sustainable funding for school meals in Kenya.  

With WFP’s technical and financial support, the Ministry of Public 

Service, Gender, Senior Citizens Affairs, and Special Programmes 

conducted country wide public participation forums where the draft 

of National Relief Assistance Policy was presented to the public for 

their inputs to further enrich the draft policy. The draft policy has been 

uploaded on the Ministry’s website. 

  WFP Country Strategy 
 

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2023) 

2022 Total Requirement 

(in USD) 

2022 Allocated 

Contributions (in 

USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 

Requirements (in USD) 

456.2 m 132 m  177.4 m  

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Refugees and asylum seekers living in camps and 

settlements and populations affected by natural and human-caused disasters 

have access to adequate food to meet their food and nutrition needs 

throughout the year. 

Focus area:  Strategic outcome 1 focuses on crisis response, is aligned with WFP 

Strategic Result 1 – “Everyone has access to food” – and SDG target 2.1 and 

contributes to SDGs 1 and 3. 

Activities: 

Activity 1: Provide food assistance and nutrient-rich commodities to refugees, 

along with Social and Behaviour Change Communication (SBCC), and support 

for self-reliance activities in camps and settlement areas. 

Activity 2: Provide food assistance and nutrient-rich commodities – 

complemented by SBCC – to vulnerable Kenyan populations to meet acute 

food needs. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 2: Targeted smallholder producers and food-insecure, 

vulnerable populations benefit from more sustainable, inclusive food systems 

and increased resilience to climate shocks enabling them to meet their food 

and nutrition needs by 2023. 

Focus area:  Strategic outcome 2 focuses on resilience, is aligned with WFP 

Strategic Result 4 and SDG target 2.4 and contributes to the achievement of SDGs 1, 

3, 5, 9 and 10. 

Activities:  

Activity 3: Create assets and transfer knowledge, skills, and climate risk 

management tools to food-insecure households. 

Activity 4: Facilitate access to markets and provide technical expertise in value 

chain management to smallholder farmers and retailers 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries have strengthened capacity to implement the 

SDGs. 

Strategic Outcome 3: National and county institutions in Kenya have 

strengthened capacity and systems to assist food-insecure and nutritionally 

vulnerable populations by 2023. 

Focus area:  Strategic outcome 3 focuses on root causes, is aligned with WFP 

Strategic Result 5 – “Capacity strengthening” – and SDG target 17.9 and contributes 

to SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10. 

Activities:  

Activity 5: Engage in strengthening the capacities of national and county 

institutions in the areas of disaster risk management, food assistance 

programmes, nutrition services and social safety nets. 

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise, and technology 

strengthen global partnership support to country efforts to achieve the SDGs. 

Strategic Outcome 4: Government, humanitarian and development partners 

in Kenya have access to and benefit from effective and cost-efficient logistics 

services, including air transport, common coordination platforms and improved 

commodity supply chains, when needed. 

Focus area:  Strategic outcome 4 focuses on crisis response and is aligned with 

WFP Strategic Result 8 – “Partnerships” – and SDG target 17.16. 

Activity 6: Provide humanitarian air services for partners 

Activity 7: Provide health supply chain services for partners. (deactivated) 

Activity 8: Provide humanitarian air services in support of DG-ECHO Funded 

project 

Activity 9: Provide supply chain services for Kenyan Government and partners 

Government Donors  

Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, European Commission, Finland, France, 

Germany, Japan, Korea, Norway, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Switzerland, United 

Kingdom, United Nations and United States of America. 

 

http://www.socialprotection.go.ke/

