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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Tropical Cyclone Emnati has passed Mauritius and the French territory of 
La Reunion and is forecast to reach Madagascar on Tuesday, 22 
February, in the late evening. 

• Emnati will be the fifth extreme weather event this year, and fourth tropical 
storm to make landfall in Madagascar in one month, following Tropical 
Storm Ana (22 January), Tropical Cyclone Batsirai (5 February), Tropical 
Storm Dumako (15 February), and an inter-tropical convergence zone 
which impacted Madagascar on 17 January.  

• Communities that were hardest-hit by Tropical Cyclone Batsirai are likely 
to be impacted again by Emnati, which is expected to make landfall 
between the cities of Mananjary and Manakara.  

• Response efforts are ongoing, led by the Government with support from 
humanitarian partners. 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Tropical Cyclone Emnati intensified on 20 February as it moved westwards, 
according to Meteo France, and reached the stage of an intense tropical 
cyclone. It has since weakened and is currently located just over 150 
kilometres (km) from the nearest coast and just over 250 km from its projected 
impact zone. Current forecasts indicate that Emnati will make landfall in 
Madagascar in the evening of 22 February as a tropical cyclone, between the 
cities of Mananjary and Manakara, which were both significantly impacted by Tropical Cyclone Batsirai just 17 days ago.  

Communities affected by Tropical Cyclone Batsirai are preparing for the potential impacts of Emnati, while still reeling 
from the devastation of Batsirai. On 20 February, more than 3,500 people were still displaced across 17 sites in 
Mananjary alone, 57 per cent of whom were female and 42 per cent of whom were children under the age of 18, 
according to a rapid assessment by the International Office for Migration (IOM) and national disaster risk management 
agency (BNGRC). The main reason that families cited for remaining at the sites was that their homes were destroyed or 
damaged during Cyclone Batsirai. 

Meanwhile, Tropical Storm Dumako, which made landfall on the north-east coast of Madagascar on 15 February, has 
left 14 people dead (5 in Analanjirofo, 5 in Alaotra Mangoro and 4 in Atsinanana). More than 9,900 people have been 
directly affected (including 4,323 displaced people sheltering in 12 temporary sites), more than 1,200 homes have been 
flooded (1,016) or destroyed (186), and about 47 classrooms have been destroyed while 282 have been damaged, 
according to the latest data received from the Government.  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE  

The Government is leading response operations through its national disaster risk management agency (BNGRC), in close 
collaboration with humanitarian partners.  

In preparation for Tropical Cyclone Emnati’s landfall, the BNGRC has placed five regions on red alert: Atsinanana, 
Atsimo Atsinanana, Mangoro, Fitovinany and Vatovavy. Six Government teams have been pre-positioned along the 
south-east coast and in Toliary and BNGRC, in partnership with Medair and others, is sending early warning messages 
via SMS broadcasting. A refresher training has been held for Government entities and humanitarian partners on the 
needs assessment tools that will be used after landfall. Humanitarian partners who were already on the ground to provide 
emergency assistance after Cyclone Batsirai, are preparing to support the Government-led assessments and initial 
response in the coming days, and stocks of food and non-food items have been pre-positioned in Mananjary and 
Manakara. Planes and boats have been identified to facilitate rapid assessments as soon as the storm has passed.  
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In the meantime, the humanitarian response to Tropical Cyclone Batsirai has continued in recent days, with 
coordination led by BNGRC and supported by OCHA/UNDAC at capital-level and in local operational centres based in 
Mananjary and Manakara.  

Cash transfers are being implemented, in partnership with the Government and with support from the private sector, by 
partners such as the World Food Programme (WFP) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS). Over 75,000 people are initially 
targeted across all affected districts.  

Food security partners, including World Central Kitchen and CRS, have been providing an average of 3,500 hot meals a 
day to displaced families, orphans and prisoners in Mananjary city, while WFP has continued to distribute food 
assistance, planning to reach 250,000 people through cash transfers and in-kind donations for three months.  

Health partners are providing medical support in hard-to-reach areas such as Nosy Varika, Ikongo or Farafangana, 
where pharmacies and health centres have been damaged. Médecins du Monde and Médecins sans Frontières are 
offering health services in Mananjary city, and have treated injuries linked to the cyclone and noted an increase in malaria 
cases, diarrhoea, and respiratory infections among affected communities. UNICEF has distributed emergency health kits, 
alongside medicines, tarpaulins and additional materials for health centres damaged by the cyclone. A Polish Emergency 
Medical Team (EMT) has arrived in Madagascar to support the health response, in close coordination with the Ministry of 
Health and the World Health Organization.  

On nutrition, Action Contre la Faim is working with ASOS, a local NGO, to provide support to children affected by 
malnutrition and rehabilitate affected health centres that ordinarily deliver treatment for malnourished children.  

Protection partners, including UNICEF, UNFPA, CRS, SOS Villages d’Enfants, Humanity and Inclusion, among others, 
are raising awareness on the prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse, distributing dignity kits for survivors of gender-
based violence and providing psychosocial support. OCHA/UNDAC, IFRC and CRS, conducted a training for military 
members who are working in support of the emergency response in Mananjary on 18 February, focusing on humanitarian 
principles and the prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse.  

Shelter partners, such as the Malagasy Red Cross and the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), CARE and 
IOM, are helping manage displacement sites and distributing shelter kits across affected areas.  

Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) partners are working together 
to improve water services. The French Civil Protection is distributing 
about 45,000 litres of water per day, partnering with NGOs and local 
actors for distribution. Medair, in collaboration with the Government, is 
cleaning boreholes polluted by salt water.  

In support of the response operations, logistics partners, including 
WFP working in support of BNGRC, are coordinating the distribution of 
relief assistance and organizing cargo flights from the capital city to 
affected areas. A United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 
helicopter has arrived to support the response and the French civil 
service and private sector partners are helping provide transport and 
storage support. Logistics partners are working to identify options to 
deliver assistance to areas that remain inaccessible by road more than 
two weeks since Batsirai’s landfall, including Ikongo, Nosy-Varika and 
Farangana. 

Cyclone Batsirai response efforts will be suspended today and for the duration of the Red Alert period for Tropical 
Cyclone Emnati, but will resume as soon as possible once the storm has passed.  

 

Pictures 

Photos showing the impact of Cyclone Batsirai, and the humanitarian response can be downloaded here. 

Subscribe to our mailing list  

Register here to receive latest updates from OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa: 

http://eepurl.com/chQY2L  

Stop Sexual Exploitation and Abuse / Arrêtez l’exploitation et les abus 

sexuels  

Women collect water at a distribution point installed by 
the French Civil Protection at the outskirts of Mananjary 
City. Photo: OCHA/Viviane Rakotoarivony 
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Madagascar: Ny Firenena Mikambana sy ny ONG mpiahy ny mpiara-belona dia mandrana ny firaisana ara-nofo sandaina vola, 

fanampiana, asa sakafo.  

 

http://www.unocha.org/rosea

