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1. INTRODUCTION  

Since the beginning of May 2021, there have been floods in jowhar surrounding villages (Baarey, 

Bananey, Hansholey, Libigha and parts of jowhar town). Flood wave have reached other villages like 

Dai Gwan. The river breakage in the south of Jowhar at Baarey is at an alarming stage and the 

community have been unable to close it. 

The rains are expected to continue within the Ethiopian highlands and the upper parts of middle 

Shebelle, Somalia. The increasing trend of river levels along the river is expected to continue given the 

forecast and the current situation, the risk of flooding remains high. 

Previously, Hirshbelle‘s government brought 2500 sandbags and Somalia Red Crescent Society 

delivered 4000 sand bags, however it seems this will not be enough to close the breakage.         

River water levels continued rising following heavy rains within the Ethiopian highlands, downpour of 

rain flash in Beletweyne and middle Shebelle. Currently at Jowhar, the level is at 3.95 m, however the 

rainfall forecast, the levels are expected to continue rising along the Shabelle River with moderate to 

high risk of flooding in the coming days. The river breakage at Baarey is yet to be resolved and the 

waves of floods go further affecting large hectares of farm crops.  

Most of the vulnerable affected household members also cope with this situation by adjusting meals 

through reducing times and quantity, borrowing from relatives, etc. 

6th to 7th May 2021, our Programe Manager based in Mogadishu office travelled to Jowhar and 

conducted a short rapid assessment in the town in order to get a better picture of the effects of the 

floods. He noticed that the situation is very distressing in jowhar town as most of the four locations 

have been flooded and no inter movements between the people. The floods have also made some 

areas inaccessible. As per his observation and site visit to some locations, the town needs a 

multifaceted support as soon as possible in order to mitigate the effects of the floods. Most of the 

crops have been destroyed by flash floods and this has the devastating effect of leading and 

contributing towards food insecurity. Still no signs of major response either by the governments or 

humanitarian agencies and if the situation remains the children, mothers and the most vulnerable will 

suffer. 

2. PURPOSE OF THE ASSESSMENT 
The main purpose of this rapid assessment was to get a better understanding of the level of 

humanitarian needs existing, vulnerability of the internal displaced peoples, host communities in 

Jowhar district and surrounding areas and related Immediate needs of humanitarian Aid services in 

Mogadishu. In order to get the correct picture and extent of need, a quick study was done so as to put 

together a systematic response.  

The specific objective includes: 

• To provide supplementary information for rapid emergency response that clarifies, amplifies, 

and complements existing sources. 

• Assess the magnitude of the impact of the floods experienced by the town. 

•  To reduce the burden of conducting multiple situation assessments.  
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•  To enhance coordination efforts and experience sharing between humanitarian response 

actors. 

•   To make appropriate recommendations for actions to be taken. 

 

3. METHODOLOGY 

This assessment used qualitative approaches.  The qualitative methods used focus group discussion, 

site visits and physical observations were made by the assessment team. 

4. ASSESSMENT FINDINGS  

On 1st May 2021, the Shebelle river broke out at Moyko and Baareey villages respectively. The reason 

behind this is unknown, it is flooded with a normal water level and signals that show moderate or high 

risk to bank full level. The floods have affected and displaced many 880 HHs and destroyed 5403 

Hectors of farmland.  

The followings are summary of the breakdown Baareey – 402, Moyko – 80:  

Village # of displaced HHs Displaced to Farmlands destroyed (in 
Hectare) 

Baareey 402 Outskirt  
1,300 

Moyko 80 Relatives within the 
village 

500 

Jowhar 100 Jowhar town 200 

Libiga 406 Outskirt 850 

Bulocadi 150 Outskirt 150 

Bannaaney 150 Kaluundi /Jowhar 
town 

840 

Xaansholey 400 Outskirt 1,500 

Liinta 192 Outskirt 63 

 1880  5403 

 

5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
In general, these vulnerable people in all areas in Jowhar and surrounding areas need Immediate 

response of humanitarian Aid services.  

The local communities and businesspeople in Jowhar town volunteered and started to evacuate the 

affected vulnerable families as well as river embankment with sandbags, also LA joined with 
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embankment and mobilized Jowhar communities to contribute towards the ongoing support. SRSC 

also distributed some sandbags to affected villages. No further assistance has been provided. 

Immediate needs: 

• Emergency Shelter & NFIs – As the rain season has started, displaced HHs need Protection mostly 

children, elderly and women, NFIs are most needed as they left everything. 

• Access to Food - Since crops are destroyed and people have no access to food and their purchasing 

power is limited since no harvest for at least two seasons due to poor rain performance and 

Locust. 

• River embankment – The People need to support river embankment as the floods continue and 

there are many open and leakage points. 

• Immediate cash response to carter there day to day needs specially foods.  

• Energy biscuits to be provide to the children and lactating women and elderly people.  

• Clean water tracking to provide their destination as the color of the river is very dirty. 

• Emergency latrines to construct at their new sites they settled.  

• Health responded specialty mobile health team to be established immediately for the health 

sectors on ground.  
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