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Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical 9 10 8 
Programme 7 11 7 
Source: OCHA Central Darfur 3W (May 2022) 

 
 
People in need HNO 2022 
 State National 
IDPs  414,876 2.9M 

Refugees  17,350  1.2M 
Returnees  193,264 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 396,148 9.3M 
Total  1,021,638 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 
Area  33,000 kmP

2 
 
Central Darfur in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Population 2022* 1.8 million* 47.9 million* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 77 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 93.7% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 27.4% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 54.6% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  47.5% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 17.8% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 117,097 2.9 million*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (June - September 2022) 618,810 11.7 million* 

Percentage of people in Central Darfur with access to improved drinking water  50.6% 68%** 

 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) June – September 2022  
34%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total state localities: 9 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
689,310 

in 9 localities 

419,759 
in 9 localities 

199,052 
in 9 localities 

Sources: *Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2022- February 2023; **MICS 
Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
 
Contact information:
Mostafa Shbib, Head of Sub-office, Zalingei, Central Darfur 
Email: shbib@un.org 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
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Background 
Central Darfur State was created in 2012 and was 
formerly part of West Darfur State. It borders West 
Darfur, North Darfur, and Central Darfur states and 
shares international borders with Chad and the Central 
African Republic. Its state capital is Zalingei town. To 
the northeast of the state are the localities of North 
Jabal Marrah, Central Jabal Marrah and West Jabal 
Marrah. Access to the three Jebel Marrah localities 
remained restricted by the Government of Sudan until 
2019, when several humanitarian missions were carried 
out to areas under the control of the Sudan Liberation 
Army – Abdel Wahid (SLA-AW). The state has 
witnessed conflict between Government forces and 
SLA/AW in the Jabal Marrah localities; conflict between 
SLA splinter groups, divided between those who are 
pro-the Juba Peace Agreement (JPA) and those 
against it; and conflict between nomadic pastoralist and 
farming communities. There are 23 IDP camps, one 
neighbourhood and 16 villages in the state hosting 
displaced people, according to the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) Mobility Tracking 
Round Four. 
 
Humanitarian Overview 
New displacement from Jabal Marrah, protracted 
displacement, and lack of durable solutions for internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) due to insecurity and 
inadequate basic services in return areas are the main 
drivers of humanitarian needs in Central Darfur. 
0Unilateral ceasefires and the significant reduction in 
armed conflict has led to improved security and the 
opening of more areas in Jabal Marrah to humanitarian 
organizations. In these newly accessible areas, aid 
organizations were able to visit, conduct assessments 
and implement humanitarian programs. However, the 
area of Kwila in West Jabal Marrah is the only location 
under the control of the SLA-AW that is currently difficult 
to access due to bad road conditions and the lack of 
agreement of both conflicting parties to grant 
humanitarian access.    
 
Key Issues 
Humanitarian Needs 

• Over 1 million people (IDPs, refugees and 
asylum seekers, returnees and residents)—
more than half of the state population—need 
humanitarian assistance, according to the 2022 
Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO). These 
vulnerable people continue to rely on aid from 
humanitarian organisations and overstretched 
basic services.  

• There are about 618,800 people—34 per cent 
of the population in the state—in crisis and 
above levels of food security between June and 
September 2022, according to the latest Sudan 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC) analysis. 

• About 117,100 people in the state are 
malnourished, according to the 2022 HNO.  

Humanitarian Response 
• From January – June 2022, Humanitarian 

Response Plan (HRP) partners reached 7.1 
million people across the country with some 
form of humanitarian assistance. This is about 
65 per cent of the number of people targeted for 
assistance in the 2022 HRP.  

• In Central Darfur, HRP partners provided 
humanitarian assistance to about 1.3 million 
people, which is 39 per cent more than the 
people targeted for assistance in 2022. 

 
Humanitarian Operating Environment  

• International humanitarian staff are required to 
obtain Travel Notification (TN) approval by 
authorities via the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) prior to travelling beyond 
where they are based. This can delay 
programme implementation. 

• International NGOs are required to sign a 
Technical Agreement (TA) for each project with 
the Government (valid for a maximum of 12 
months). Bureaucratic delays in the approval of 
TAs impede programme delivery. 

• Notwithstanding improvements in humanitarian 
access to the Jabal Marrah region in recent 
years, challenges persist across Central Darfur. 
General crime remains a concern in most parts 
of the state, requiring sometimes costly security 
mitigation measures (e.g. the use of guard 
services, rented vehicles and/or armed 
escorts). Local-level fighting around border 
areas of SLA-AW-controlled territory is not 
uncommon and often disrupts humanitarian 
activities into those areas. (Note: Access to 
SLA-AW requires approval from Military 
Intelligence and in some cases SAF, e.g. 
Kwila).  

• Poor transport infrastructure and difficult terrain 
also present several physical access 
constraints, particularly during the rainy 
season. 

 
Humanitarian Issues 
Floods 

• Central Darfur is the second state most affected 
by heavy rains and flash floods with 41,750 
people affected in 10 localities as of 31 August 
2022. Government authorities (Humanitarian 
Aid Commission and Ministry of Irrigation) and 
humanitarian partners report that 2,153 homes 
have been destroyed and 6,884 have been 
damaged by the rains and flooding. 
Humanitarian partners on the ground are 
carrying out inter-agency assessments to verify 
numbers and determine humanitarian needs 
and response activities.     

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-periodic-monitoring-report-january-june-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
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Protection of civilians 

• There are significant protection concerns in 
Jabal Marrah. As people move to access 
services, farmlands, or livelihood opportunities 
they are exposed to harassment, violence and 
extortion—particularly women and children. 
Children are at risk of family separation, as well 
as recruitment and exploitation by armed 
groups. Youth and elders are also facing 
harassment and questioning by conflicting 
parties.  

• Following the Government’s arms 
collection/disarmament campaign in 2018, the 
security situation improved in IDP camps. 
However, criminality continues in IDP camps. 
There is also a generational split between the 
traditional camp leadership and the youth, who 
are strong supporters of Abdel Wahid. 

• . 
Protracted IDP crisis 

• Central Darfur hosts the third largest protracted 
displaced population in the country, with about 
415,000 IDPs living in the state (2022 HNO). 

• There are concerns over the lack of access to 
land, water and assistance. Over the years, the 
quality of basic services in IDP camps has 
deteriorated, mainly due to reduced funding. 
This lack of funding has forced some 
humanitarian partners to scale down operations 
in camps.  

• Limited investment in basic services in return 
areas has discouraged IDPs from returning to 
their areas of origin. However, many IDPs 
practice ‘seasonal returns’, where they move 
temporarily to their home areas to cultivate their 
land and subsequently return to the IDP camps 
after the harvest. 

 
Humanitarian Funding 

• As of 31 August, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) received US$608 
million—31 per cent of the requirement, 
according to the Financial Tracking System. 

 
 

https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary

