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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Mixed rains recorded at the start of the 2012/13 cropping 
season 

 Cereal output in 2011/12 is estimated at 3.83 million tonnes, 7 
percent below the previous season 

 Significantly high maize prices in the Southern Region are 
negatively affecting access to food, especially for vulnerable 
people  

 Nearly 2 million people are currently estimated to be food 
insecure, with southern parts of the country facing serious 
conditions 

Below normal rains observed in Central and 
Southern Regions 

The bulk of planting activities for the 2012/13 cropping season 
(October-June) is expected to be complete in the next couple of 
weeks. Rainfall since October has generally been below normal over 
large parts of the country, with slightly higher amounts observed in the 
Northern Region. In December, however, heavy rains have fallen in the 
Southern Region, partly alleviating early seasonal water deficits. Based 
on the 2012/13 seasonal weather forecast there is a higher chance of 
normal rains through to March 2013.  
 
Farmers will continue to benefit from the Farm Input Subsidy 
Programme (FISP), accessing subsidized inputs, with the number of 
beneficiaries estimated to reach 1.5 million. Additional support to the 
agricultural sector will be provided through the response plans 
launched by the government in November 2012, to tackle the impact of 
the poor harvest earlier in the year. 

Above average aggregate cereal crop gathered in 
2012, but harvest was reduced in the South 
Production estimates from the government’s second round 
assessment put the 2012 maize harvest at approximately 3.6 million 
tonnes, some 180 000 tonnes above the five-year average but down 
7 percent from the record 2011 crop.  
 
The Central region contributed the largest share to the national output, 
just under two thirds, while the drier Southern region contributed about 
25 percent. Millet production rose marginally in 2012, on account of 
improved yields, while a decrease in plantings for sorghum resulted in 
a smaller harvest, down about 10 percent compared to 2011. Overall, 
the cereal output for 2012 is estimated at 3.83 million tonnes, 7 percent 
below the previous season’s record crop. 

Maize prices reach alarming levels in the Southern 
Region 
National average prices of maize have continued to rise and in 
November reached a high of MWK 63 per kg, nearly double the level of 
the previous year for the same month. In the Southern Region, 
production short-falls and high transportation costs have fuelled prices 
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to alarming levels. In Nsanje for example, located near the border with 
Mozambique, prices hit a high of MWK 81 per kg. In addition, tight 
supplies in central Mozambique, usually a source of maize for southern 
districts, as well as the depreciated currency (inflating import prices) 
has limited informal imports, further compounding the low supply 
situation. Furthermore, some markets in the north are experiencing 
similarly high prices, such as Karonga where maize was trading at 
MWK 86 per kg in November.  
 
The persistent high maize prices prompted the government to maintain 
the maize export ban. While 15 000 tonnes of maize will be distributed 
to the southern districts and sold at a subsidised price of MWK 60 per 
kg through the Agricultural Development and Marketing Corporation 
(ADMARC), in efforts to buffer supplies and stabilise prices. 

Increase in the number of food insecure people 

An updated analysis from the Vulnerability Assessment Committee 
(MVAC) in October 2012 reveals an increase in the number of food 
insecure people from 1.63 million to almost 2 million people (about 
13 percent of the population). Persistent high prices of both food and 
non-food commodities, unfavourable production prospects for off-
season crops (harvested from October), and limited wage labour 
opportunities have combined to cause the sharp deterioration in food 
security conditions. The Southern region is the most affected area, with 
all but three of the 16 affected districts located in the south. 
 
In response to the prevailing conditions, government and partner 
institutions have launched two response plans to tackle the immediate 
needs and build the resilience of the affected population. Accordingly, 
the government has released 25 000 tonnes of maize from the 
strategic reserves in order to meet the immediate food deficits. In 
addition, a further 47 500 tonnes of maize will be distributed in the next 
few months, until March 2013. WFP’s programme is targeting over 1.8 
million people combining cash transfers with in-kind food assistance.  
 

 

 
 

 

 


