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This weekly update is produced by UNDP in collaboration with the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office in Sierra Leone, 

 liaising with the Office of National Security and development partners. 
 
 

Situation overview 
 

 
Following the landslides and floods that hit Freetown and surrounding areas on 14 August 2017, the UN 
system in Sierra Leone continues to support national recovery.  
 
In addition to addressing the urgent needs of those most affected, medium and long term assessments and 
Action Plans are being put in place under national leadership to ensure risk mitigation and protect the people 
of Sierra Leone from future tragedy.  
 
For the purpose of information and coordination, relief and recovery efforts are detailed here. 

 

Recovery efforts 
 
 

HEALTH  
 

GIZ 

• The German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) is 
financing the project “Health Systems Strengthening and Epidemic Prevention” in Sierra 
Leone for three years (from May 2016 to December 2019). The project is jointly 
implemented by the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) of Sierra Leone and the 
German Technical Cooperation. As part of this project, GIZ technical Health Staff was 
supporting MoHS emergency response to the disaster, from the beginning, working 
alongside with other health partners to assure essential health services, prevent 
outbreaks of disease, and increase readiness to respond to major health threat. 

 

• Together with the Social Mobilization Pillar of the MoHS, GIZ technical staff trained and 
monitored about 400 Community Health Workers in disaster areas and disaster prone 
communities in the Western Area on cholera prevention and on community engagement 
platform for collective and responsive decisions to improve hygiene and sanitation. After 
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the training, the CHW engaged their respective communities for 15 days on cholera 
sensitization and were closely supervised by GIZ technical staff together with local 
supervisor during that period. 
 

UNFPA  
 
As part of UNFPA’s  support during the recovery phase and to build the country’s capacity 
to respond to future disasters, UNFPA will conduct a four-day “Training of Trainers” on 
the Minimum Initial Service Package (MISP) for reproductive health in emergency 
situations. The training will take place on 31 October – 3 November at UNFPA. Thirty-five 
invitations have been sent to the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS), Ministry of 
Social Welfare Gender and Children’s Affairs (MSWGCA), WHO, Sierra Leone Midwives 
Association, Planned Parenthood Association of Sierra Leone (PPSL), Aberdeen Women’s 
Center, Marie Stopes International, Rainbo initiative and others. It is expected that 
through this training, Sierra Leone will have a sufficient number of national trainers to 
facilitate MISP trainings in the future when needed. 

 
 
CARE  
 

• For a period of 1 month starting October 24, CARE is supporting 200 community health 
workers who engage in public awareness campaigns and social mobilization in 10 affected 
communities in Western Area Rural District and 20 affected communities in Western Area 
Urban District. Key message delivery in the affected communities focused on cholera 
prevention, malaria prevention, breastfeeding, child protection and use of Aquatabs. A 
total of 1,777 households and 5,025 individuals (2,134 males and 2,891 females) have 
been reached so far (24 – 27 October). 

• CARE conducted a training on cholera prevention and ORS preparation using locally 
available materials for 210 participants from the affected communities of Culvert, Juba, 
Kamayama and Kaningo (27 – 28 October). 

 
 
 

 WASH 
 
 
Save the Children 
 

• Distributed baby kits comprising towels, washable diapers, baby soap, baby shampoo, 

baby clothing, nappy rash cream and talcum powder to 77 children (33 boys and 34 girls) 

between the age 0-3 years at Juba IDP camp.  
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The Red Cross  
 

• 22 Sierra Leone Red Cross Society WASH volunteers continued to carry out sensitization 
sessions in three sites of Regent, Culvert and Juba on hygiene promotion, reaching 9,234 
(2,637 men; 3,712 women; and 2,855 children) with messages on hand washing, latrine 
cleaning, waste management, oral rehydration salt solutions and personal hygiene. Red 
Cross volunteers continued to manage the hand washing points at Juba camp, educating 
all people entering the camp on proper hand washing with soap and clean water. 

 

• Red Cross carried out a distribution of hygiene kits to 600 households in Culvert 
community where WASH volunteers also trained the beneficiaries on the use of Aquatabs.  
In addition, 200 pieces of IEC materials on WASH were handed to beneficiary households 
to help them use the kits effectively. 

 

• As part of the plan to construct boreholes in affected communities, a field visit by Red 
Cross and head of Wash Pillar (MoWR was carried out in Culvert to assess the feasibility of 
borehole construction in this community).  

 
 
ChildFund 
 

• Celebrated Global Hand washing Day with 230 participants and 15 stakeholders at 

OldSkool Camp 

• ChildFund through World Hope International distributed 67,200 P&G water purifiers to 

1,500 beneficiaries within 15 Communities. 

 
CARE 

 

• CARE distributed a total of 1,030 67-mg Aquatabs to 72 households in the affected 
communities of Kamayama (22 households) and Juba (50 households). The household 
beneficiaries received between 10-40 Aquatabs, or an average of 14 Aquatabs per 
household (13 – 19 October).  

• CARE distributed a total of 810,000 liters of clean water to sixteen 10,000-liter capacity 
water tanks located in Kamayama (4 tanks), Kaningo (6 tanks), Pentagon (2 tanks) and 
Juba Barracks (1 tank) and Old School IDP Camp (3 tanks). CARE also monitored the 
water’s Free Chlorine Residual (13 – 27 October).  

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:%20carolyn.williams-gerdes@undp.org


Sierra Leone – Recovery Update No.7 | 4 

 

 
 

Carolyn Williams-Gerdes, UNDP Communications Specialist 
Email:  carolyn.williams-gerdes@undp.org 

 

LIVELIHOODS 

 
UNICEF  
 

• Cash transfer: 1,748 (96 percent) out of 1,827 beneficiaries have now received the first 
and second tranche of the humanitarian cash transfer. The remainder will be paid before 
the end of the week. 

• 747 beneficiaries from the Juba, Kamayama and Regent areas who have consented to 
leaving the camp have been paid, to date. 

• 6 Anti-Corruption Comission/NaCSA GRM help desk operating at the varying sites. 

• Results from a U-Report SMS poll revealed that: 91 percent of (614) respondents say they 
have received their second payment, 9 percent have not.  

 
UNDP  
 

• Commencing this week, UNDP’s Cash-for-Work Project engages members of affected 
communities to better understand and address the risks they live with or that may 
potentially occur. UNDP Advisors will provide on-the-job training to small groups of 
workers, who will go on to share their skills with other groups, employing a training-of-
trainers approach, until more than 500 workers are fully-equipped. 

 

SHELTER  

 
IOM 
 

• From 16 – 20 October, 5-day trainings on Camp Coordination and Camp Management 
(CCCM) and Displacement/Information Management to government officials from ONS, 
NaCSA, Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children's Affairs, Ministry of Health and 
Sanitation, Ministry of Water Resources, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 
Security, Ministry of Information and Communication, National Civil Registration 
Authority, Statistics Sierra Leone, Sierra Leone Red Cross and staff from NGOs. 

• Daily care and maintenance of 50 tents by IOM technical staff and volunteers at Juba 
campsite. 

• Provision of awareness campaign to tent dwellers by IOM technical staff and volunteers 
so as to enable them to use the tents in a self-sufficient manner. 

• Repair and maintenance of the site’s drainage system in order to prevent flooding of the 
campsite after torrential downpours. 

• Provision of technical support on camp coordination and camp management to Camp 
Managers from the ONS as well as other Pillar focal points overseeing affairs at the Juba 
camp site. 
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CARE 
 
CARE’s support for the Juba IDP Camp to serve the 132 households living in the camp continued 
as follows (9 – 13 October):  
 

• Solid waste management (collection and disposal) in the camp. Waste from 10 small 
bins and 2 gravel bins that are strategically located in the camp were being collected 
and disposed of regularly and daily.  

• Liquid waste management (wash rooms and mobile latrines). Starting 16 October, 
CARE increased its support from five to for ten mobile latrines in the IDP camp; CARE 
also started managing the daily upkeep of ten wash rooms in the camp. 

• Key messaging on the importance of handwashing in commemoration of the Global 
Handwashing Day (16 October). 

 
 

 EDUCATION 
 
Save the Children  
 

• Constructed the basement/foundation of the three established Temporary Learning 

Spaces (TLS) at Juba and Old Skool alongside the provision of 192 chairs and six 

blackboards currently benefiting 228 children (113 boys and 115 girls). 

• Conducted training on Teacher’s Code of Conduct for 35 teachers attached to the three 

TLS and the host school (Services Primary School) at Juba. 

 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

UNDP   

 

• Through its support to the Strengthening Climate Information and Early Warning Systems 
(CIEWS) Project, with funding from the Global Environment Facility, UNDP has supported 
the review of a hazard profile of Sierra Leone.  The final, updated Hazard Profile is 
scheduled to launch in early November.  

• Through its CIEWS Project, UNDP continues to support the development of a website for 
the Sierra Leone Meteorological Agency and a one-stop online Climate Information, 
Disaster Management and Early Warning Systems (CIDMEWS) web portal. Once fully 
developed, access to real-time and improved climate and disaster management 
information will be readily available to end-users. These include national decision makers 
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and disaster-prone communities. The website and CIDMEWS web portal is expected to be 
launched early-mid November.  

 

 PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT / PROTECTION  

 
Save the Children  
 

• Provided psychosocial support/first aid jointly with Family Home Movement, from which 

2,854 children (1,365 boys and 1,489 girls) attending the UNICEF-constructed Child 

Friendly Spaces at Old Skool and Juba benefited. 

• Conducted psychosocial support/psychosocial first aid sessions for 166 parents/caregivers 

(57 male and 129 female) across the two IDP camps at Old Skool and Juba 

 
The Red Cross  
 

• In the past week, Red Cross reached 2,993 affected people with psychosocial support 
services, mainly through one-to-one and group follow-up talks. Of these, 749 (25 percent) 
were men; 1,061 (35 percent) women and 1,350 (45 percent) were children. 102 
households were followed up by the volunteers to check on their wellbeing and what 
could be stressing them. 13 people were referred for various specialized psychological 
care and counselling. The Red Cross standby ambulances at Juba and Old Skool supported 
98 people with quick transport to the referral hospital for further medical care. 

 

• Follow-up group talks were conducted at Don Bosco together with mental health 
specialists from WHO and Dr. Cheedy from the USA. This has been helpful to those 
preparing to relocate to new settlements. As part of the exit strategy for closure of 
camps, Red Cross is engaging survivors and affected people to discuss planning for the 
future.  

 

• 30 Red Cross volunteers continued to support ONS and other partners in social 
mobilization for cash transfer. This helped to provide more facts regarding the various 
processes of the programme. 

 
UNICEF 
 

• From 18 – 29 October, 1,449 children attended the child friendly spaces in the four 
locations (Regent, Kamayama, Old Skool, and Juba Camp), and 175 children received 
psychological first aid (PFA) in Juba Camp. 

• Through the Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) subcommittee, UNICEF 
supported the coordination of training on stress management and positive coping 
mechanisms, conducted on 23 and 25 October for caregivers at Juba Camp and Old Skool, 
respectively. 
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• 15 protection-related cases have been reported to eight protection desks that were 
established with the Family Support Unit and the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and 
Children’s Affairs (MSWGCA) for field-level presence in Regent, Kaningo, Kamayama, 
Pentagon, Dwarzark, Culvert, Old Skool, and Juba Camp. 

 
ChildFund: 
 

• Designed 13 parts of the standard Codes of Conduct for IDPS and Humanitarian workers 

in a roll-up stand and distributed them in Old Skool and Juba camps in strategic positions. 

• Continued provision of credits for the two phones at the protection desks at both Old 

Skool and Juba camps, for referrals. 

 

Bilateral and Private Sector Support 
 

• USAID: US $100,000 to IFRC for Shelter and WASH 

• Japan: Relief items such as 100 tents, 6,395 of blankets, 1,320 osleeping pads, 163 plastic 
sheets, 30 units of water purifiers and 1,500 of portable jerry cans are distributed across 
affected regions of the country 

• ECOWAS (including WAHO): $300,000  

• Ghana: 28MT of relief items;  

• Liberia: 20 vehicles to bring medical and food supplies  

• Togo: $500,000  

• Nigeria: 315MT of assorted relief materials and one million dollars to Sierra Leone 

• Côte d’Ivoire: 1.5MT of medical supplies  

• Senegal: $100,000  

• Morocco: 66MT of tents, blankets, cholera kits, transported by Royal Armed Forces  

• China: $1 million to the GoSL through its embassy in Freetown.  

• Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Sierra Leone: $83,000  

• Chinese Ambassador to Sierra Leone, WU Peng handed over $100,000 from the Red Cross 
Society of China to Sierra Leone Red Cross Society (SLRCS) as a disaster relief fund. 

• Israel has announced it will send medicine, clean water, and blankets via the embassy in 
Senegal. 

• Spain: EUR 60,000, and deployment of a technical team to help with body identification;  

• UK: GBP 5 million  

• EU: EUR 300,000 for vulnerable families affected by disaster (through local and 
international partners) 

• Ireland: Direct funding of €360,000 to the emergency response through NGO partners. In 
addition, under Irish Aid’s Rapid Response Initiative, an airlift of stocks with an 
approximate value of €65,000 has been approved for distribution by our NGO partner, 
Concern. The stocks comprise more than eight tonnes of essential supplies including 
mosquito nets, jerry cans, tents and family, hygiene and dignity kits to be distributed to 
affected households. The Start Fund has allocated more than €390,000 to six 
organisations implementing a broad response. Ireland is a key supporter of the Fund, 
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having provided €1.3 million to date in 2017. Ireland also provides core funding to the 
International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) and supports its Disaster Relief 
Emergency Fund. The IFRC provides direct support to the Sierra Leonean Red Cross.   

• Mercury International: $55,000  

• United Bank of Africa CEO: $500,00 USD to Sierra Leone  

• Africell: $67,000  

• Red Cross: Appeal for $4.8 million  

• Switzerland: Pledge of CHF 400 000 to IFCR Appeal (WASH, primary health)  

• Qatar: Cargo with medical and surgical supplies 

• Germany: EUR 90,000 through Deutsche Welthungerhilfe Freetown (for purchase and 
distribution of mattresses and blankets and food packages); EUR 135.000 pledge to 
Caritas International (for purchase and distribution of food, clothes and psycho-social 
support) 

• Netherlands: EUR 580,000 to the International Red Cross Society  

• Turkish Red Crescent: Deployment of delegates to Freetown, via an air freighter 
containing 2.5MT wheat flour; 2.5MT pasta; 2.5MT rice; 100 tents; 100 kitchen kits; 
12,300 razor blades and 1MT liquid soap. The relief materials were received by the Sierra 
Leone Red Cross with $15,000.00 for additional support.  

• UK: Team from the British Geological Survey (BGS) and ARUP to assess the risk of further 
landslides in the already-affected zone. 

• Canadian Humanitarian Assistance Fund: $275,000 to Care Canada 

• South Africa: $615,000 to WFP Sierra Leone  

• IOM: Team of emergency managers to provide technical support to the GoSL 

• Norway: The Norwegian Government has provided five million Norwegian Kroner (672000 
USD) towards the appeal for support by the International Red Cross. 

• OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID): Approval of emergency assistance and 
support to emergency operations. A grant will be channelled through the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). 

• Botswana: $100,000 to GoSL 
 

 

 
This is the final Inter-Agency Recovery Bulletin. 

We thank all those who have contributed. 

mailto:%20carolyn.williams-gerdes@undp.org

