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Situation Report 6 – Caribbean Hurricane Season 
3 September 2008 

 
This situation report is based on information received from, the UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) in the 
affected countries, the Regional Office in Panama and the National Hurricane Centre.  
 

SITUATION  
1.  On August 25th, a tropical depression in the Caribbean strengthened into Tropical Storm “Gustav”, and on 
August 26th made landfall in Hait as a category I hurricane. On 30 August 2008, “Gustav” became a hurricane 
category 4 on the Saffir-Simpson scale and hit directly Cuba’s Island of Youth and Pinar del Rio Province and 
continued on a course through the Gulf of Mexico aiming at the coast of the United States (Florida, Alabama, 
Louisiana and Mississippi). “Gustav” has affected Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, the Cayman Islands, 
Cuba and the United States and is now a tropical depression.  
 
2.  Tropical storm “Hanna”, upgraded earlier to a category I hurricane, is now a tropical storm. On the forecast 
track, the centre of “Hanna” should be moving through or just east of the Central and Northwestern Bahamas over 
the next  two days. Little change in strength is forecast today but “Hanna” could regain hurricane strength 
tomorrow or on Friday. “Hanna” is expected to produce rainfall totals of 4 to 8 inches with maximum isolated 
amounts of 12 inches over the southeastern Bahamas, the Turks and Caicos Islands, Eastern Cuba, and Puerto Rico. 
Rainfall totals of 6 to 10 inches, with isolated maximum amounts of up to 15 inches, are possible over Hispaniola. 
Moderate to locally heavy rainfall is possible along the east coast of Florida by Friday morning. Coastal storm 
surge flooding of 1 to 3 feet above normal tide levels can be expected in areas of onshore flow within the hurricane 
warning area. 
 
3.  Meanwhile, at 1100 am AST, the centre of tropical storm “Ike” was located about 740 miles/1190 km East-
northeast of the Leeward islands. This general motion is expected to continue through Thursday followed by a turn 
to the West on Friday taking Ike over the open waters of the west-central Atlantic during the next days.  It is too 
early to determine what land area might be directly affected by Ike. Tropical Storm “Josephine” is weakening over 
the eastern Atlantic and is about 375 miles or 605 km West of the southernmost Cape Verde Islands. A motion 
between the west and west-northwest is forecast during the next couple of days but weakening is expected to begin 
by tomorrow. 
  
 
HAITI 
4.  Few days after being struck by hurricane “Gustav”, Haiti was unexpectedly hit by tropical storm Hanna on 1 
September. No previous warning had been issued as Hanna was expected to pass north of Haiti. Subsequently, the 
Haiti Permanent Secretariat for Disaster Risk Management (SPGRD) issued a red warning on the risk of extremely 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Tropical Storm “Hanna” is severely affecting Haiti, the Bahamas and Turks and Caicos, and has already 

claimed the lives of 25 people in Haiti. The situation in Gonaives is the most preoccupying. 
• Following the passage of Hurricane “Gustav”, most needs in Cuba are for power supply and repair of 

roofing.  
• Tropical Storm Ike is also expected to follow the same path as “Hanna”. 
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strong winds and rains and mentioned the need for preventive measures. A tropical storm warning remains in effect 
in Hispaniola from Port-au-Prince, Haiti northward and westward to Puerto Plata in the Dominican Republic. 
 
5.  Heavy rains affected the North, North West, in particular the Artibonite department. Its capital, Gonaives, was 
hit by floods believed to be worse than during Tropical Storm “Jeanne” in 2004. In some parts of the city, water 
reached over 3 metres. Some 25 deaths were reported already. Rain resumed again on 3 September leading to an 
increase of water levels. Access for rescue teams is not yet possible. Heavy rains and wind gusts were also 
witnessed during the entire night of 1 September and the day of 2 September in the departments of South, South 
East, Grand Anse, West and Nippes, already hit by hurricane “Gustav”. At least 500 people are believed to be still 
on the roofs in Bienac, while most fled to the hills and mountains to protect themselves from the rising water levels.  
 
6.  All northern departments are also slightly affected by hurricane “Hanna”. Floods have been reported in Port-de-
Paix notably due to the Trois-Rivières river. The airport is reportedly under water, while access to the helipad is 
hindered due to flooding. Many homes were flooded and the population is requesting to be evacuated, notably from 
communities and communes such as Coteaux, Cavaillon and Camp Perrin. Heavy rains which led to the flooding of 
river Orangers were reported in Jacmel. The zones most at risk are Siloé, Portail la Gosseline, Bas des Orangers and 
St Anne, already flooded by hurricane “Gustav”. If populations are required to stay longer in temporary shelters, 
they will require more assistance particularly, food, water and hygiene kits.In Grand Anse Department, heavy rains 
since September have also resulted in flooding, notably in Gebeau and Carrefour Bac. Some 408 people are in a 
shelter and are in need of relief supplies. The North West and Centre were also affected but to a much more limited 
extent. 
 
7.  All of Haiti’s 10 departments have now suffered severe flooding. Compounded with the impact of Gustav, initial 
estimates of the Direction de la Protection Civile (DPC) indicate that some 153,000 families ( or 650,000 people) 
might be affected across the country. It is also expected that some 5,000 to 6,000 people need to be immediately 
evacuated from affected zones. Heavy rain continues in many parts of the country. Continuous raining and strong 
winds impeded the access by air to the most affected regions and the provision of much–needed assistance. 
Attempts to reach affected areas by land and sea are under way but significantly hampered by the weather. This 
situation is critical as the country is still dealing with the effects of hurricane Gustav. According to the national 
Civilian Protection Unit (DPC), hurricane Gustav claimed the lives of 79 persons, 7 persons remain missing and 35 
injured. Some 3,307 houses were destroyed and 11,827 were damaged. Reports say that at least 25 people have 
been killed so far in Haiti by Tropical Storm Hanna and the number is likely to increase following the evaluation 
missions which are being prepared. 
 
8.  The Minister of Interior, as well as the outgoing and incoming Prime Ministers, left to the most affected region 
of Gonaives but could not reach the city. Under the leadership of the DSRSG/RC/HC, existing sectoral coordination 
mechanisms of the UNCT and agencies are working on the development of response plans. Sectorial coordination 
meetings on health, WatSan, food assistance and protection, shelter and non-food items took place. Participants 
agreed that humanitarian response should focus on Search and Rescue efforts.  An UNDAC team is expected in the 
country on 4 September, to support the assessment and coordination activities of the impact “Hanna” and the 
resulting humanitarian needs. An UNDAC member is already working with humanitarian partners and an OSOCC 
was provisionally established inside OCHA premises. OCHA ROLAC has also deployed its regional Disaster 
Response Advisor. An application for the CERF and a Flash Appeal are being prepared. 
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9.  UN agency and NGO capacity to respond has already been stretched by hurricane “Gustav” considering that 
most pre-positioned emergency relief items were already distributed to affected populations in the South and South 
West departments. There is an urgent need for the replenishment of relief supplies. UNICEF and WFP bought some 
60,000 bottles of water and 7 tons of high energy biscuits, ready to be distributed immediately to the victims of 
“Hanna”. In response to hurricane “Gustav”, WFP distributed a total of 114,000 tons of humanitarian assistance for 
approximately 115,000 people since 26 August. IOM has distributed some 3,000 kitchen kits and 3,000 hygiene kits 
and ordered some 10,000 kitchen and hygiene kits as well as plastic sheeting destined to the emergency response to 
“Hanna”. The World Bank will deploy assessment teams - when conditions are conducive, focusing on the 
rehabilitation of roads and bridges.  
 
10.  The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Haiti  (MINUSTAH) is assisting local authorities in rescue and 
relief efforts in the northern city of Gonaives.  MINUSTAH is  assessing the safety of roads and bridges in the wake 
of the storm, as part of the technical and logistical assistance the mission is providing to authorities. As soon as 
meteorological conditions allow a helicopter will be dispatched to assist the evacuations. 
 
CUBA 
11.  As informed previously, Hurricane “Gustav” is already considered to be the strongest storm to strike Cuba in 
the past 50 years. According to the Meteorological Institute of Cuba, Tropical Storm “Hanna”, will indirectly 
impact the Eastern provinces, particularly the northern coasts of Guantánamo and Holguin, with strong and 
localized rain and winds between 60 – 70 kms/hr.  
 
12.  All affected provinces by Hurricane “Gustav” are currently in the recovery phase. Both the central government 
and the provincial councils are activating recovery measures in each territory. There have been no reported 
causalities, although 19 individuals were injured during the storm. The national authorities are currently conducting 
the damage assessment to the economy. Carlos Lage, the Vice President of the State Council, stated that the power 
supply situation was the most urgent while the housing situation the most severe to resolve. 
 
13.  Hurricane “Gustav”has destroyed almost as many houses in Pinar del Rio as all 14 climatic events combined in 
the previous 8 years. Housing damages are concentrated in the mid-eastern section of the province and represent 
53% of the houses in the municipalities of Los Palacios, La Palma, Bahía Honda, San Cristóbal, Viñales, 
Consolación del Sur, Candelaria and Pinar del Río. This number of houses represents the residences of 
approximately 400,000 persons. Also in Pinar del Rio, various crops were destroyed. According to the Ministry of 
Agriculture’s initial assessments, the damages are of an impressive magnitude. Tobacco, crops, urban agriculture 
forestry, coffee, rice, citrus, livestock, poultry and greenhouses were destroyed along with various industry 
buildings, kiosks, offices and storage facilities. Banana, sugar cane and other crops also have been devastated.  
14. Health facilities are reporting damage and highways are out of service due to fallen electrical posts and trees. 
There have been severe interruptions to the power and in the telecommunication system networks. In addition to the 
destruction of 12 lines of 110,000 volts, 136 high-tension towers collapsed due to strong winds and 600 telephone 
posts have fallen. Some 503 educational centres, including universities, have been affected, primarily by damages 
to roofs and woodwork. The start of the school year has been postponed until September 8

th
, in many 

municipalities, including Los Palacios, San Cristóbal Candelaria, La Palma, Viñales, Consolación del Sur and Bahía 
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Honda. The landscape, church, cultural centre in Viñales, a designated World Heritage Site, were directly affected. 
Famous tourist sites in the Vinales Valley were severely impacted. 
 
15.  The Special Municipality of Isla de la Juventud has been seriously affected by winds and flooding. The sectors 
most impacted are housing, education, the poultry and fishing industries, electricity services and 
telecommunications. Due to communication difficulties, there is minimal information regarding the extent of the 
damages at present. Irrigation systems, banana plantations and other crops have sustained considerable losses. 
Tobacco curing sheds have been totally destroyed. The poultry and fishing industry is reporting serious 
infrastructural damages. The 14 field irrigation systems on the Island have been destroyed. Various roads are out of 
service due to fallen electrical posts, trees and other objects. The central communication tower on the Island has 
collapsed resulting in loss of service of the four national television channels as well as five radio stations. Mobile 
telephone service has likewise been affected.  Some 100% of the power lines have been affected and must be 
completely rehabilitated. Various communities are facing severe damages, particularly to the roofs of housing units, 
industrial centers and social centers. A large number of schools were severely damaged. The island’s´main marine 
port has been affected. The prefabricated housing materials factory was seriously damaged, putting at risk the local 
capacity to rebuild housing. 
 
16.  In Pinar del Río, by August 31, some 2,000 people remained in shelters and approximately 4,000 with family 
members and friends. Medical services and food are available for all affected individuals. In order to restore basic 
housing to the population, primary roofing materials are already arriving in the territory. Main roads have been 
cleared by the Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR) and recovery of principal crops is being organized. Other 
activities such as pest control and fumigation are taking place to prevent any diseased outbreaks. Approximately 
40% of the population of Pinar del Río now have electricity. With over 300 workers dispatched, it is anticipated 
that power should be restored to the entire province within 10 days. Brigades of electricians are coming from other 
Cuban provinces to work on the telephone and electric lines restoration.  
 

  17.  In the Isle of Youth, the provincial priority is providing food and gas for cooking. Air flights have resumed in 
the area and emergency shipments are being delivered by air. Progress is being made towards clearing the streets 
and restoring electricity, water supply and telecommunications, including cell phone service. In Havana City, 
electricity service has been restored to the city.
 
18.  The SMT/DMT and the UNETE will continue to closely follow-up on the situation and work towards a 
preliminary evaluation of the damages.    The Resident Coordinator/Designated Official in consultation with the 
SMT has decided to maintain security PHASE 1 in the entire Cuban territory due to the severity of the impact   of 
hurricane “Gustav” in the province of Pinar del Rio and in Isla de la Juventud, and the possible threat from 
“Hanna”.  The Resident Coordinator officially offered the support and assistance of the United Nations Systems to 
the recovery process. As an outcome of the meeting, national authorities have identified the following priority areas 
for cooperation in Pinar del Rio and the Isla de la Juventud:  

    •  Inputs for the recovery of the electricity network, primarily for the Isla de la Juventud: there is a need   for 
cables, posts, transformers to rehabilitate the electricity distribution system  

    • Material and inputs to rebuild the roofing of homes: corrugated iron sheets, cement, metal or wood support 
structures, tools etc… 

    • Cash donations in support of the recovery effort conducted by the Government of Cuba  is welcome and a bank 
account to receive cash donations was set up:  
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Account Number: 033473 
Banco Financiero Internacional 
 Account name: MINVEC huracanes restauración de daños. 
There is however no need for food nor for technical capacity or manpower.  
 
19. The Resident Coordinator, in agreement with MINVEC, will call a meeting with donors and NGOs on 4 
September to share information. OCHA ROLAC is deploying its Regional Disaster Response Advisor to help 
prepare a CERF application and an emergency cash grant. BCPR has offered technical support. A joint assessment 
could be conducted to Pinar del Rio with the UN and the Government.  
 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
20.  Heavy rains due to “Hanna” were reported and the Governement declared a red alert in all the country. A 
tropical storm warning remains in effect in Hispaniola from Port-au-Prince, Haiti northward and westward to Puerto 
Plata in the Dominican Republic. The Governement is maintinaing a state of vigilance in all 32 provinces. Some 
502 people are still in 13 shelters and 5,763 are staying with friends and family.  One road and three bridges are 
obstructed or impassible in the province of San Jose de Ocoa and one community is affected. Some 1,253 homes 
were damaged due to the rains.  
 
JAMAICA 
21. Some 12 deaths are confirmed due to “Gustav”. A total of 72 communities have been affected, mainly by 
flooding. Reports from the Parish Disaster Offices indicate a total of 248 persons in shelters; however this number 
is diminishing. Early recovery concerns and needs exist, especially in view of the situation around rivers banks and 
damage on the infrastructure. An assessment was requested as well as disaster mitigation and risk reduction 
measures. OCHA has allocated a cash grant of USD 30,000 to Jamaica. BCPR is in contact with the RC office for 
early recovery assistance while the Pan American Disaster Response Unit (PADRU) in Panama has deployed one 
delegate to Jamaica to support early relief activities.  
 
CAYMAN ISLANDS  
22. There has been no casualty or major injury reported in the Cayman Islands. Only one shelter remains open, 
while water and electricity supplies have been restored and the airport reopened. There has been no damage 
reported in Grand Cayman.  
 
BAHAMAS AND TURKS AND CAICOS 
23. Due to “Hanna”, a hurricane warning is in effect for the central Bahamas, the Southeastern Bahamas and the 
Turks and Caicos Islands. A hurricane watch is in effect for the northwestern Bahamas. Heavy rains have caused 
flooding in the Bahamas and Turks and Caicos.  
 
 24. “Hanna” passed over Turks and Caicos Islands on 1 September battering the Islands with strong winds, high 
seas and very heavy rains. There is widespread flooding throughout all the Islands.  These conditions were being 
felt throughout the day and still continue. Severe winds and rains are still affecting the Islands causing severe local 
flooding and leading to some home evacuations.   
 
25.  No deaths have been reported. Reports of missing persons on the Island of Providenciales are being 
investigated by the police. Many persons have left their homes in low lying areas and are seeking shelter with 
family and friends on higher ground. As of 2 September, some 14,594 families were affected, many of whom have 
lost their homes in the storms. Some churches are also accommodating persons in need of shelter. Of the shelters 
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activated, 12 persons are in shelters on Grand Turk, and 225 on Providenciales. The shelter at the Community 
Centre on Middle Caicos had to be closed due to increasing water levels and was replaced with the shelter at Mt. 
Oliver Baptist church. There are reports of fallen trees and minor damage to housing roofs.  Preliminary damage 
assessment will commence as soon possible. All airports were closed. Fallen utility poles have resulted in loss of 
electricity to the islands of Salt Cay, Grand Turk South Caicos, Middle Caicos.  Half the island of North Caicos is 
without electricity.  The causeway connecting middle and North Caicos is impassable. 
 

  26.  The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), which serves as the coordinating centre for all the 
islands of the Turks and Caicos, has been activated and is being staffed by the Office of Disaster and Emergencies. 
Search and rescue operations are being conducted.   
 
 

 REGIONAL RESPONSE 
 
27.  The IFRC launched, after a quick assessment of the impact of “Gustav” on Cuba, a preliminary Emergency 
Appeal. The Emergency Appeal seeks CHF 1,778,824 to support the Cuban, Haitian, and Jamaican National 
Societies to assist 7,000 families for six months. The appeal aims at providing support in food and basic non-food 
items, shelter, health, capacity building, and early recovery. Further assessments are continuing and it is likely that 
the assessed needs will increase. A FACT alert for deployment to Haiti has been issued. The Spanish Red Cross is 
sending experts to Cuba, Haiti and the Dominican republic and has allocated EURO 39,000 from its emergency 
funds.  
 
28.  OCHA regional Office in Panama is closely monitoring the situation and is in close contact with the Resident          
Coordinators and UNETEs of the affected countries in the region. More information can be found on Reliefweb at 
www.reliefweb.int and REDHUM at www.redhum.org. 
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For detailed information please contact: 
 

 
 

Contact Details 
Desk Officer (New York) 
 
 
 
GCMS (Geneva) 

Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
 
 
 
Ms. Aoibheann O’Keeffe 
 

Office Tel: +1 917 367-3365 
Office Fax: +1 212 963-36 30 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org  
 
Office Tel: +41 22 917 4329 
E-mail: okeeffe@un.org  

OCHA Regional Office for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean 

Mr. Douglas Reimer 
Regional Disaster Response Adviser 

Office Tel. +507 317-1748 
Office Fax +507 317-1744 
Mobile: +507 6676-1689 
E-mail:  reimer@un.org  

Press Contact: (NY) Ms. Stephanie Bunker  
 

Office Tel : + 1 917-367-5126  
Office Fax: + 1 212-963-1312  
Email: bunker@un.org     
 

    (GVA)                    Ms. Elizabeth Byrs Office Tel    +  41 22  917 26 53 
Office Fax    + 41 22  917 00 20 
E-mail:  byrs@un.org  


