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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

- Epidemics (cholera and  meningitis) caused more than 2 300 deaths between January 
and June 2007; however, the funds received to date to respond to these epidemics have 
been insufficient.  

 
- Floods pose a real problem of protection to affected population populations. The 

victims of the 2006 floods still need humanitarian assistance. There is thus need to 
integrate the preparation to respond to floodings in the CAP mid-year review.  

 
- The security situation continues to deteriorate in northern Niger, causing humanitarian 

agencies to restrict their movements in this area. 
 
1- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION  
 
Guinea 
From 24 to 27 May 2007, the Government of Guinea organised a meeting in order to define 
strategies aimed at improving the country’s political, economic and social situation. The 
meeting ended with the adoption of a three-year programme to improve the macro-economic 
situation and the access to public utilities such as water, electricity and telecommunications. 
Humanitarian partners in the regions of Conakry, Labé, Kindia, Kankan and Nzérékoré 
continue to be confronted with security and protection problems. 
  
Niger  
The security situation in northern Niger is still of concern to the populations living in this 
area. Armed robberies and clashes between elements of the MNJ (Movement for Justice in 
Niger) and government soldiers are still reported. In reaction to the deteriorating security 
situation, the humanitarian organisations have restricted their movements in this area.  
 
Following the appointment of a new Prime Minister (3rd June 2007), the political situation 
has become relatively calm. However, the opposition parties and civil society are said to have 
stated their disappointment about the choice of the new Prime Minister considered as close to 
his predecessor. In an interview with the press on 7 June 2007, the new Prime Minister 
declared that the priorities on which his Government shall focus relate to the rapid resolution 
of the crisis in the education sector, curbing the insecurity in the north of the country and 
preparing for the next farming season.   
 
Mali   

U N I T E D   N A T I O N S N A T I O N S   U N I E S 
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After  Siby I and II, Kita, Fana and Gao, the Peoples’ Forum, commonly known as the Anti-
Globalisation Movement was held in Sikasso (southern  Mali), from 4 to 7 June  2007. The 
forum convened at the same time as the G8 summit, held in Germany, on 6, 7 and 8 June 
2007. Some 800 participants from Mali and other countries of the sub-region, (notably 
Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Benin, and Togo) took part in this meeting. A large number of 
topics were discussed in Sikasso: debt, agricultural policy, land conflicts, food security, the 
introduction of GMO in poor countries, the African economy and neo-liberal globalisation, 
the creation of a South Bank to replace the World Bank, the Cotonou Accord, emigration, etc.  
 
2  HUMANITARIAN SITUATION  
 
2.1 Food security and nutrition 
Niger:  Doha Conference on food sovereignty   
A conference on food sovereignty in Niger was held in Doha, Qatar, from 12 to 13 June 2007. 
Donors attending this international conference announced their decision to grant direct and 
indirect aid to Niger. The aid, worth 368 million dollars, should finance projects meant to 
strengthen the national food reserve, protect the environment against climatic attacks and step 
up agricultural production. The Doha conference was attended by delegates from 76 
countries, international and regional organisations and charity agencies. The Head of the 
OCHA Regional Office for West Africa was also in attendance. 
 
Risks of crisis despite a satisfactory food situation in the region  
The food and nutrition situation of the sub-region is still marked by a satisfactory level of 
cereal production in CILSS countries, for the 2006/2007 period. It is worth noting that this 
production has increased by 3% compared to that of 2005/2006 and is 19% higher than the 
average of the past five years.  
 
The price levels globally stable on the market, registered a few exceptions in some rural areas  
Of Mauritania, Niger (Dosso and Agadez), Senegal and Chad. Experts of the Network for the 
Prevention of Food Crises in the Sahel believe that the relatively satisfactory food situation in 
the Sahel can be jeopardized by three factors:  
 

• The difficult access in some areas of risk during the rainy season; 
• The high demand in food products leading to the difficulty for the most vulnerable 

households to have access to food products; 
• The delayed arrival of rains and overgrazing (cause of a conflict in 2006 between 

Mohamide and the native populations in northern Niger).  
 
About 38,474 279 US dollars of the 114,209,760 dollars required by humanitarian 
organisations  (i.e.a 34% coverage rate) was mobilised through the 2007 CAP to fund “Food 
Security/Nutrition”.  The FAO, WFP and UNICEF received funds which enabled them to start 
implementing projects geared towards assisting farmers and the vulnerable populations who 
have been a prey to malnutrition and food insecurity.   
 
2.2 Protection and population movements  
At the end of 2006, the sector of protection and population movements was confronted with 
the following humanitarian challenges: migration, the effects of the Ivorian crisis in bordering 
countries, the post-crisis situations in the sub-region (Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, and Casamance) and the situation of refugees and displaced persons. Within the 
framework of the Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP), a certain number of projects meant to 
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address these challenges were funded. Thus, WFP, HCR and UNICEF were able to 
implement projects for the protection of civilians, refugees and displaced persons. It is worth 
noting that 56,380,683 US dollars of the 148,837,493 US dollars needed for these projects 
(i.e. 38%) were mobilised.   
 
For the second half of the year, new developments were taken  into account, through the mid-
year review of the CAP, within the sub-regional context, namely: the crisis which broke out in 
Guinea in January/February 2007, the situation in Côte d’Ivoire which has improved 
considerably with the Ouagadougou peace agreement, issues of corruption and drugs in 
Guinea Bissau, the resurgence of rebel movements in northern Niger and northern Mali as 
well as the post-election situation in Nigeria and pre-election context in Sierra Leone. 
 
2.3 Health 

In the field of health, the first half of 2007 was characterised by the cholera and meningitis 
epidemics. These diseases that are both endemic and epidemic affected many countries of the 
sub-region and caused the death of more than 2,300 persons between January and June of this 
year.  
 
In addition to these two epidemics, the health structures in Guinea have deteriorated seriously 
with the politico-social crisis which broke out in January/February 2007. This led to 
tremendous loss of lives and left hundreds of persons injured. The management of this 
situation considerably reduced the resources of medical structures which had to face a demand 
in medical care and surgery that is way beyond their capacities.   
 
The CAP launched in November 2006 did not earmark a significant funding for the 
programmes developed by humanitarian actors for prevention purposes, or the preparation 
and response to health emergencies (according to FTS). It would be recalled that some 
10,640,652 US dollars were requested by the agencies of the United Nations system and 
NGOs to consolidate the preparation of States to address the following challenges:  
 

- Cholera, poliomyelitis, yellow fever, measles, malaria, 
- HIV/AID management in times of emergency; 
- Reproductive health in times of emergency.. 

 
Humanitarian agencies had to turn to CERF to handle the outbreak of meningitis which hit 
Burkina Faso and Côte d’Ivoire as well as build the capacities of Guinean health structures to 
react during and after the January/February 2007 crisis. A total of 13.2 million US dollars 
were mobilised through the CERF rapid response window for meningitis and the Guinean 
crisis.  
 
During the meeting of the regional working group on the response to health crises in May, 
agencies of the United Nations system, OCHA, NGOs and the Red Cross Movement agreed 
that progress should be made in the prevention and control of recurrent epidemics in West 
Africa, particularly meningitis, cholera and yellow fever. As the rainy season draws near in 
most countries of the sub-region, there is need to focus efforts on the prevention of the cholera 
epidemic which is closely linked to the floods.  

Between 2005 and 2006, cholera affected more than 60,200 people and killed  700 in  Burkina 
Faso,  Benin,  Cameroon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Nigeria,  Mali, Sierra 



 

OCHA Regional Office for West Africa 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Tel: +221 869 85 10 fax: +221 869 85 27,  http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 

5

5

Leone,  Senegal, Mauritania and  Togo. This heavy toll can be avoided, this year, if the 
appropriate measures are taken in time before the beginning of the rainy season which favours 
the development of this mortal disease. Cholera cases are reported in Guinea and between 28 
May and 3 June 2007, 23 cases were recorded, and two have died. This marks an increase 
compared to the 13 cases, including one death, recorted a week before.  Between 1st May and 
3rd June 2007, 194 cases of cholera were registered throughout the country.  17 of these were 
reported to have died. 

2.4 Natural disasters/Floods 

The Global platform for the reduction of disaster hazards met for the first time in Geneva on 5 
and 6  June 2007. The forum, chaired by Mr. John Holmes, UN Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, was attended by representatives of 
governments, the United Nations organisations, international financial and academic 
institutions, non-governmental organisations and members of the civil society to exchange 
views on the new challenges brought about by the climatic change and the human risks on the 
vulnerable populations. At that meeting, the Under-Secretary-General for Emergency Relief 
recalled that the poor communities were more vulnerable to natural disasters. Mr. Holmes’ 
assertion shows the extent to which West Africa is fragile in relation to natural disasters. 
According to the UNDP classification, based on the human development indexes, the five 
poorest countries of the world are situated in West Africa.     

The floods will be taken on board in the mid-term review of the Consolidated Appeal Process 
for Africa, scheduled in June 2007. Floods are a real humanitarian concern in the sense that 
they place the populations in a vulnerable situation which calls for an emergency response in 
order to preserve their dignity. These populations are also exposed to water-borne diseases 
such as cholera and to malaria. This year, to allay the effects of flooding on the living 
conditions of vulnerable populations, measures need to be taken to prevent them but also to 
strengthen the level of preparation of State structures and governments .  

In 2006, floods had affected more than 129,000 people in Niger, Burkina Faso, Guinea,  
Senegal and Mauritania. 

A recent evaluation mission conducted in the Gorom – Gorom commune (northern Burkina 
Faso) shows that the 6,000 people, who were seriously affected by the floods in August 2006 
as well as the host communities, need humanitarian assistance up to the next harvest in 
September 2007, at least. According to the evaluation, these populations need food, seeds as 
well as water and sanitation. A total of 759 families had lost their homes in Gorom - Gorom 
following the floods. At present, 282 houses out of the required 759 have been rebuilt and 477 
vulnerable households need assistance to relocate their families.   

Likewise, in Niger, the victims of last year’s floods in Bilma (in the north, near the Agadez 
region) still need assistance in food, blankets and mosquito nets.   

After the downpour in early June 2007, the areas around the Lafa basin in Accra (Capital of 
Ghana) were flooded. These floods are said to have affected over 1,600 households, killed six 
people and displaced 500 others. The National Disaster Management Organisation (NADMO) 
has already provided assistance to about 1,650 households. Floods were also reported in 
Benin in early June. 
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In West Africa, floods generally occur during the period between May and October. 
According to CRED (Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters), floods affected 
an average of 300,000 people per annum, in West Africa over the past 25 years (1982-2006).  

3 COORDINATION 
 
3.1 CERF Training in West Africa 
The OCHA Regional Office in West Africa organised the first CERF workshop addressed to 
French-speaking countries, from 31 July to 1 June 2007. CERF (Central Emergency 
Revolving Fund of the United Nations system) was created within the framework of the 
humanitarian reform. The training sought to familiarize the staff of the United Nations system 
and partner organisations with the use of the CERF and the fund’s application procedures. 
Representatives of the United Nations system, OCHA and NGOs from eleven countries of  
the sub-region as well as from the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Central African 
Republic and OCHA New York, took part in this two-day training facilitated by the CERF 
Secretariat.  
 
3.2 Preparation of the response to a flu pandemic  
From 11 to 15 June, the bird flu unit of the OCHA Regional Office for West Africa organized 
a training workshop in Ghana on the preparatory process to respond to a flu pandemic in 
Africa. The purpose of the workshop was to review the States’ strategic planning in 
connection with preparations to respond to a flu pandemic. Representatives of governments, 
NGOs, Organisations of the United Nations system in Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone 
and the Gambia participated in this meeting of English-speaking countries. A similar 
workshop is scheduled to be held in Bamako, Mali from 19 to 21 June, for French-speaking 
countries of the sub-region. 
 
4 RESOURCE MOBILISATION 
 
Level of financing of the 2007  CAP per theme  (as of 11 June  2007) 

 Themes Request in $ 
US

Financing 
in $ US % Pledges 

in $ USD
FOOD SECURITY AND 
NUTRITION  114 209 760 38 474 279 34 2 000 000

INTEGRATED RESPONSES TO 
HEALTH EMERGENCY  10 640 652 0 0 0

PROTECTION AND   
POPULATION MOVEMENTS 148 837 493 56 380 683 38 1 000

THEME NOT YET SPECIFIED  0 13 802 971 0 0
TRANS THEMATIC 5 740 510 1 414 519 25 0 

Overall Total: 279 428 415 11 0072 452 41% 2 001 000 

 
For further informations on the 2007 CAF  financing, please refer to www.reliefweb.int/fts . 
The direct link for information relative to CAP West Africa is: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=15184   

5 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
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Date  Events  Where Who
18-22.06.2007   Workshop on the establishment 

of a road map for the 
implementation of the Bird flu 
and human pandemic 
contingency plans 

Bamako OCHA

18-22.06.2007 Workshop on information in 
emergency situation and rapid 
evaluation  

Dakar UNICEF

19-21.06.2006 

Regional workshop on the 
implementation of the IPC in 
West Africa   Abidjan FAO

19.06.2007 Meeting of the Regional Health 
Sector Working Group  

Dakar NGO/UN/OCHA/donors/and 
partners

21.06.2007 Meeting of the Regional Food 
Security and Nutrition Working 
Group  

Dakar NGO/UN/OCHA/donors/and 
partners

3-5.07.2007 
Workshop on the response and 
alert to epidemics and pandemics   WHO

04.07.2007 

CAP mid-term review sent under 
embargo to the media on the  
humanitarian appeal site  OCHA

9-11.07.2007 Training of CAP trainers   Dakar OCHA
11-13.07.2007 UNDAC sessions  Mali UNDAC/OCHA

16.07.2007 
Launching the CAP mid-term 
review  Geneva OCHA

26.07.2007 

Meeting of the Regional Food 
Security and Nutrition Working  
Group  Dakar 

NGO/UN/OCHA/donors/and 
partners

3.08.2007 

Meeting of the Regional Food 
Security and Nutrition Working  
Group Dakar 

NGO/UN/OCHA/donors/and 
partners

5.09.2007 
(TBC) 

2008  CAP workshop for West 
Africa Dakar 

NGO/UN/OCHA/donors/and 
partners

20.09.2007 

Meeting of the Regional Food 
Security and Nutrition Working  
Group Dakar 

NGO/UN/OCHA/donors and 
partners

 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other 
reports on the humanitarian situation in the region, see: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
To receive daily information about the humanitarian situation by mail, please subscribe to  
IRIN : www.irinnews.org  
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To be include in or excluded from the distribution list of the Raport on the Humanitarian  
Situation in West Africa, or to contribute to the next monthly report, please send us a message 
at  thiamk@un.org or thomles@un.org    
 

NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document nor does it  
guarantee the accuracy of the reports mentioned in the said document.  

[End] 
 
 
 


