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Highlights 
• Depletion of water sources and lack of sanitation facilities have led to a sharp increase in cases of AWD/cholera in 

12 of 18 regions, in particular in Bay and Bakool regions. Case fatality rates at 2.3 per cent are of serious concern.  
• Humanitarian partners are scaling up response and reached nearly 1.1 million people with improved access to food 

in February, doubling its response from January. Further scale-up is urgently required across all clusters. Priorities 
include treatment and prevention of AWD/Cholera, improved access to food and safe water, nutritional treatment for 
malnourished children, protection, shelter and non-food support to newly displaced.  

• Drought Operations Coordination Centres (DOCC) were opened in Mogadishu on 27 February and in Baidoa on 19 
March. A DOCC will be opened in Garowe on 30 March. 

• Donors have moved quickly to support scale-up of response and a total of US$369 has been made available for 
humanitarian assistance since January. Additional resources are urgently required to enable further scale-up. 
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Situation Overview 
The humanitarian situation in Somalia is rapidly deteriorating and renewed 
famine is a strong possibility in 2017. Out of 12.3 million Somalis, over half 
(6.2 million) are acutely food insecure and in need of humanitarian 
assistance. Of these, nearly 3 million face food security Crisis and 
Emergency (IPC Phases 3 and 4) and need urgent life-saving assistance. 
Hundreds of thousands of vulnerable people are on the move in search of 
food, water and treatment for malnutrition and diseases. Rural populations 
make up two thirds of the people in IPC Phases 3 and 4, and nearly 90 per 
cent of those in IPC Phase 4. Close to one million acutely malnourished 
children will need treatment, including 200,000 severely malnourished 
children who are more vulnerable than any other group and in need of 
immediate life-saving support.  
Extreme lack of access to water is a key driver of the crisis in arid areas. 
Due to the depletion of water sources, some communities are relying on 
buying water at prices which are on the increase, beyond the reach of many. 
Over 4.5 million people are now in need of WASH assistance. Those who 
resort to unsafe water sources are at increased risk of water-borne diseases 
such as AWD/cholera. According to WHO, 15,655 AWD/cholera cases and 
365 deaths have been reported between January and 20 March 2017, and 
the outbreak has now spread to 12 out of 18 regions. The number of cases 
has reached same levels reported for all of 2016 when Somalia experienced 
its most recent major outbreak of AWD/Cholera. The current case fatality rate is 2.3 per cent which is higher than the 
emergency threshold of 1 per cent and reflects the severity of the outbreak plus the limited access to proper health 
service for the affected communities.  
The widespread water and pasture shortages have forced people to migrate in search of food and water for domestic 
and livestock use. Between November 2016 and the end of February 2017, around 257,000 people have been internally 
displaced due to drought, according to the UNHCR-led Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN). Most of the 
newly displaced are moving into urban areas and joining existing settlements or establishing new settlements, while 
others are crossing into neighbouring countries. In Baidoa alone, close to 50,000 people have arrived since November, 
and the number of settlements for IDPs has increased from 78 to 140 sites. According to UNHCR, over 4,100 people 
have crossed into Ethiopia in January and February 2017. 

Source: FAO – FSNAU 

Source: FAO – FSNAU 



Country Emergency Situation Report No. 1 | 2 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

Humanitarian Response 
Scale-up of humanitarian response across Somalia 

Humanitarian partners are scaling up assistance to mitigate the impact of the drought and avert a possible famine as 
outlined in the “Operational Plan for Prevention of Famine” issued by the Humanitarian Country Team on 18 February, 
available here: www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/somalia. An estimated 1.1 million people were, for 
example, reached with improved access to food in February, more than twice as many compared to 490,000 people 
reached in January. Nutrition partners reached more than 108,800 children under age 5 and pregnant and lactating 
mothers with Treatment for Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) in February. Nearly 25,000 people were reached with 
protection services, while 52,500 persons received shelter support packages in February. 

In Somaliland, the Drought Response Committee announced that the government will contribute US$1 million for water 
trucking to drought-affected regions over the next two months. The authorities also announced that the governments of 
Djibouti and Ethiopia have provided food assistance to benefit an estimated 20,500 households. The government will 
distribute food to an estimated 41,000 drought-affected households in the coming weeks. 

AWD/Cholera Response 

Health partners have scaled up response and provided emergency 
life-saving health services to 180,173 people in March 2017. Health 
Cluster partners in collaboration with Federal and State Ministries of 
Health have operationalized 18 cholera treatment centres (CTCs) and 
24 cholera treatment units (CTUs) in AWD/cholera affected regions, 
mainly in Hirshabelle, Galmudug, South West, Jubbaland and 
Banadir.  

On 15 March 2017, the Government of Somalia, together with 
humanitarian partners, launched an Oral Cholera Vaccination 
campaign, the first of its kind in Somalia, targeting over 450,000 
people in seven high-risk areas around the country. The vaccines, 
which are prioritized for at-risk persons aged one year or older, are 
being delivered in two rounds - from 15 March to 19 March, and the 
second round will be held from 18 to 22 April. The Ministries of Health 
at Federal and South West State level, through support from the Health Cluster partners, and in close collaboration with 
the Somali Medical Association, have deployed ten rapid response teams, each consisting of a doctor, two nurses, two 
midwifes and a community health worker, to Bay and Bakool regions. These voluntary medical teams aim to contain 
the ongoing AWD/cholera outbreak mainly in the areas that were not accessible to key frontline partners. The response 
efforts by the government and humanitarian partners have included active case search, effective case management, 
intensive household chlorination and community awareness campaigns. The Health Cluster has further scaled up 
disease surveillance activities, coordination, and provides daily and weekly AWD/cholera situation reports to all 
humanitarian agencies in Somalia.  

WASH partners have furthermore scaled up response to AWD/Cholera, reaching 316,000 people in southern and 
central Somalia through distribution of hygiene kits, chlorination of water points and hygiene promotion campaigns as 
of end of February. In total, some 568,600 people were assisted with temporary and/or sustainable access to safe 
water, 36,000 people with safe sanitation and 498,000 people with hygiene promotion activities. Needs continue to 
outpace available resources for WASH response, including in areas most severely affected by AWD/Cholera. 
Assessment Missions to new and growing IDP settlements 

A number of assessment missions were carried out in March, including to Dinsoor in Bay region, Wajid and Xudur in 
Bakool region, and Luuq and Dolow in Gedo region to assess the humanitarian situation and meet with host 
communities and authorities. Drought displaced people continue to arrive in Wajid, Luuq and Dolow to seek assistance 
and high numbers of AWD/Cholera cases were among the priority concerns. Emergency AWD/cholera response teams 
have been sent to Dinsoor, Baidoa, Wajid and Hudur to support partners on the ground, including through delivery of 
essential supplies.  

Humanitarians also visited a new IDP site in KM13 on 19 March on the outskirts of Mogadishu where drought-affected 
people from Lower Shabelle and Bay regions have started to arrive in large numbers. The Kahda area in KM13 is 
already overwhelmed, with eight buses carrying IDPs from Kunturnwarey, Dacaaraha and Tawfiiq districts having 
arrived in the past days and another four buses of IDPs from the same district on their way to Mogadishu. District 
authorities, the host community and IDPs that were already based in KM13 are trying to arrange space for the new 
arrivals but have quickly been overwhelmed by the influx. Limited assistance provided so far in the area includes feeding 
centers supported by the district authority, tents and a health center. Immediate needs include food assistance, shelter 

Source: WHO CSR 
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and non-food items (NFI), WASH, as well as health and nutrition services. A full Inter-cluster assessment is planned for 
Kahda district, especially in areas hosting the new drought-induced IDPs. 

With over 257,000 newly displaced due to drought, the influx to existing settlements and the establishment of makeshift 
settlements is likely to increase as the situation deteriorates, giving rise to protection issues due to the limited capacity 
of local authorities and host communities to accommodate the influx. The makeshift settlements  are exposing IDPs to 
appalling conditions and protection risks as they are open and not fenced. The settlements often have no street lighting, 
which increases protection risks for women and girls in particular. 

Drought Operations Coordination Centres open in Mogadishu and Baidoa 

On 27 February, the Humanitarian Coordinator opened a Drought Operations Coordination Centre (DOCC) in 
Mogadishu to help strengthen coordination. The center brings together cluster coordinators and humanitarians to one 
location to facilitate and coordinate response, strengthen information sharing and address gaps where possible. The 
center has since been fully operational and has undertaken various missions to areas in need and IDP settlements to 
assess the situation and identify recommendations to improve the response. 

The Baidoa DOCC in Bay region, which has been replicated based on the Mogadishu DOCC, was launched in mid-
March and will further strengthen relations between the local government and the humanitarians, and, more importantly, 
ensure a joint and coordinated response to the drought. South West State is one of the hardest hit areas by the drought 
in Somalia, with nearly 32,000 drought-attributed IDPs that have fled to the area by the end of February 2017, and an 
unprecedented 17,500 IDPs arriving only in the first week of March. Cases of AWD/cholera are spreading across the 
region as living conditions worsen. Access remains a major challenge for humanitarian partners to respond to the 
drought to some of the areas in the region due to insecurity. 

Logistics Support 

The Logistics Cluster has been mobilizing dedicated air assets to facilitate the airlift of 100 cubic meters of urgent cargo 
to locations across Somalia, including Luuq, Diinsor, Wajid, Baidoa, Belet Weyne, Hudur, Bardhere and Dolow. This is 
in addition to over 500mt of food transported to hard-to-reach destinations such as Diinsor, Wajid, Garbahare, and El 
Barde. The Logistics Cluster continues to facilitate emergency airlifts of aid cargo on cost-recovery to the most 
inaccessible areas of Somalia on behalf of humanitarian partners. The UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), in 
support of the Logistics Cluster’s activities, has dedicated a plane for monitoring, evaluation, and fact-finding in 
inaccessible areas of Somalia. The Cluster is also assisting humanitarian agencies in shipping aid items monthly by 
sea from Mombasa to Mogadishu, and/or Berbera/Bossasso/Kismayo, which allows for more predictable and regular 
deliveries to all functional Somali Ports.  
Outreach Activities 

To strengthen information sharing and raise awareness through increased access to verified information about 
humanitarian developments and response, humanitarian partners are broadening outreach activities on various 
platforms, including campaigns on Facebook and Twitter, and information sharing through radio. A number of related 
initiatives on social media are mobilizing strong support in Somalia and internationally for those affected by drought, 
including through various campaigns such as #Caawiwalaal and #LoveArmyForSomalia. 

Funding 
Reported funding 
Donors have moved swiftly with pledges and contributions to allow aid agencies to step up assistance. Almost $369 
million has been made available according to reports received by the OCHA-managed Financial Tracking System. As 
per the Operational Plan for Famine Prevention issued on 18 February, humanitarian partners are seeking $825 to 
reach 5.5 million people affected by drought with life-saving and livelihood support in the first six months of 2017.  
Fast-tracking disbursement of pledges and commitments is vital to ensure that partners can rapidly scale up the 
response in most affected areas. All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are strongly 
encouraged to inform OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS – http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions 
by e-mailing: fts@un.org. 
 
Pooled funds 
From January to March 2017, more than $48 million combined has been channeled through the Somalia Humanitarian 
Fund (SHF) and the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). With funding made available in January, February 
and March, the two funds have been at the forefront of famine prevention response with critical funding rapidly put to 
use by national and international partners. The $28 allocated by the SHF in 2017 has been made available almost 

mailto:fts@un.org
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exclusively to non-governmental partners, who are receiving 98% percent of funding, of which 35% is being channeled 
directly through national NGOs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are strongly encouraged to inform 
OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS – http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-
mailing: fts@un.org.  

 
 
 
 

For further information or to contribute to next week’s report, please contact: Aleksandra Risteska, Communications and 
Research Officer, aleksandra.risteska@one.un.org, Tel. +254 708 027 105 or +252 619622198 | Tapiwa Gomo, Head of 
Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. +252616548007 | Antonette Miday, Public Information Officer, miday@un.org, Tel. +254-
731-043156. | Kenneth Odiwuor, Public Information Officer, odiwuor@un.org ,Tel. +254-734-800120. 
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