
Key Messages from the FSNWG meeting held June 21, 2012  

 The regional food security situation has generally improved due to the recent rains. However, several areas are 

still in crisis and emergency food insecurity situation (IPC Phases 3 and 4 respectively). 

 Rainfall forecasts for the uni-modal rainfall areas in the region (South Sudan, Sudan, Ethiopia) for the period June 

to August are generally positive. 

 Regional staple food prices began to rise in most markets as household food stocks decline from April-May 2012. 

 In Kenya, the reported outbreak of the highly contagious Maize Lethal Necrosis Disease in southern Rift Valley 

Province raises food security concern as over 300,000 farmers have been affected. 

 Over 2.4 million people are likely to be food insecure in South Sudan as the lean season progresses. 

 In Ethiopia, the delayed harvest of Belg crops is likely to interfere with the planting operations of the 2012 Meher 

short-cycle crops in June/July. This is likely to affect the food situation in the Belg-producing highlands.  

 There are now over 2 million IDPs in DRC, the number having grown steadily mainly due to persistent insecurity 

in North and South Kivu Provinces. The limited access in these areas prevents effective  humanitarian response. 

 In Tanzania, most of the country is generally food secure. However, pockets of stress levels of food insecurity 

(IPC phase 2) has been reported in the north, central and east mainly due to poor rainfall performance, high food 

prices and low purchasing power.  

Regional food prices began to rise in most markets as food stocks 

decline 

 Regional staple food prices remained stable or started to increase as 

the supply of food crops from the previous harvests began to decrease 

in April-May 2012. Maize prices rose in most markets in Kenya, 

Uganda and Tanzania. The maize prices remain above last year’s prices 

and the five-year average (the graph shows maize prices in Kampala, 

Uganda). 

 Sorghum prices were on a sharp increase in Sudan as food stocks are 

low or have run out in the lead up to the next harvest expected in Sep-

tember 2012. For example, the wholesale price of sorghum in Blue 

Nile state has increased by 144 percent in the last year. 

Regional Food Security Situation Map : (FSNWG, June 2012) 
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Kenya  
 An outbreak of the highly contagious Maize Lethal Necrosis disease in southern Rift Valley Province is causing 

food security concerns as 70 percent of the maize crop in nine districts have been infected, affecting over 

300,000 farmers. The Ministry of Agriculture is warning of a high likelihood of a poor crop  and increased maize 

prices during the current season. The Government has moved in to stop further spread of the disease by giving 

technical advise through their extension staff as the observed speed of spread within and between fields and 

districts is alarming. There is also a potential risk of the disease spreading to neighbouring countries. 

 The Ministry of Agriculture reports indicate that over 15,732 hectares of maize area planted during the long 

rains season is affected by the disease (this is 1.4 percent of the total 1,100,000 hectares planted nationally in 

Kenya). The disease is causing  up to 60 percent damage to the infected maize crop. However, generally good 

maize crop conditions have recently been reported in the major growing areas in northern Rift Valley province. 

The long rains season accounts for 85 percent of the national maize output (KFSSG, June 2012). 

http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg


South Sudan 

 Poor households are most likely to be affected during the hunger gap period as food stocks are 

low or have run out with the next crop harvests expected in September. Emergency food inse-

curity (IPC Phase 4) remains in the northern states bordering Sudan. Food prices are antici-

pated to rise in most markets until when the next harvests are expected to start coming into 

the household stocks. 

 A rapid increase in the number of food insecure people is expected in the coming months as 

the lean season progresses, with the peak target population likely to exceed 2.4 million people. 

 The government austerity plans in both South Sudan and Sudan is aimed at stabilizing the 

economy and deal with the loss of oil revenue following the dispute over the oil-sharing agree-

ment by the two countries. The austerity plans are expected to reduce fuel costs, resulting in 

the lowering of food prices. 

 Rainfall Performance and 

Forecast 

 The March-May rainfall was 

characterized by a late onset 

and mixed performance 

throughout the eastern part of 

the region. Exceptionally heavy 

rains and substantial flooding in 

western areas contrasted 

sharply with large rainfall defi-

cits in eastern areas, including 

the eastern half of Kenya, parts 

of southern Somalia, northeast-

ern Ethiopia, and northwestern 

Uganda. These rains led to a 

generally improved regional 

food security situation.  

 The rain belt is currently 

established in the northern part 

of the region, signalling the 

onset of the June-September rainfall in western Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan, Eritrea, Dji-

bouti, and northern Somalia. According to the IGAD-led consensus Greater Horn of Africa Cli-

mate Outlook Forecast for June-September, above-normal rains are likely for most of the 

western sector (Sudan, South Sudan, most of Ethiopia, northern Uganda, and western Kenya) 

and the coastal strip of Somalia and Kenya (refer the green shaded areas on the map). The 

June-September seasonal rains are particularly important as it accounts for over 50 percent of 

the total annual rainfall in Sudan, South Sudan, western and northern Ethiopia, northern 

Uganda, coastal Somalia and coastal Kenya. (IGAD-ICPAC, 31/05/12) 

 The rainfall forecast for the uni-modal rainfall areas of the region (Sudan, South Sudan, west-

ern and northern Ethiopia, northern Uganda, coastal Somalia and coastal and western Kenya) 

for the period June to August are generally positive. Neutral El Niño/La Niña-Southern Oscilla-

tion (ENSO) conditions are currently expected through September. However, the evolution of 

the Indian Ocean sea surface temperatures should be monitored closely for a possible transi-

tion toward El Niño conditions after August that may lead to above normal rainfall conditions 

in the eastern sector of the region. (ECMWF, 01/06/12) 

Response Analysis: Urban Food Security   

 Government, humanitarian and development stakeholders need to understand livelihoods in 
urban and peri-urban scenarios so as to implement appropriate response and target the right 
people with the right interventions. 

 As more people in the HoA are moving from pastoralism into settlements, governments and 
other stakeholders need to monitor this movement and develop urban planning strategies 
and job/income generating opportunities. 

 Due to the urban population density, hazards affect more people in an urban context. There-
fore there is need for better understanding of the impact of hazards on different populations 
disaggregated by gender, age, spatial location and socio-economic level. 

 Since urban dwellers have to purchase up to 95 percent of their food, spend an average of 30 
percent more on food than rural populations and consume fewer kilocalories, it is necessary 
to identify indicators and to explain how they relate and impact livelihoods and food security. 

 Challenges of working in urban centres include initial start-up, targeting the right people and 
finding the right intervention. Cash transfer via mobile phones has successfully been used to 
help the urban poor as food access rather than food availability is the main problem.  

About FSNWG: 

The Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) is a Regional multi-sectoral inter-agency Platform for sharing information and building food security consensual situation analysis, promoting 
mitigation and resilience responses for vulnerable households, monitoring cross border market information, and bringing a very broad number of stakeholders together for advocacy and response. It is 
co-chaired by IGAD and FAO and covers 13 countries: Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania 
and Uganda. For further information visit http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg or email: fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org 

More Information:  Visit : Presentations and 
Meeting Documents from June  2012 meet-

Upcoming FSNWG Meetings in 2012   

Thurs July 19 | Thurs Aug 16 | Thurs Sept 20 
Thurs Oct 18  
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