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KENYA 

KAKUMA OPERATIONAL UPDATE 
24th – 30th JULY 2014

HIGHLIGHTS 
 As at 30th July 2014, Kakuma had received 41,450 asylum seekers from South 

Sudan. This brings the total camp population to 176,890.  
 

 As at 30th July, a total of 5,706 urban refugees had been received in Kakuma by 
DRA. 
 

 A representative from UN refugee Aid Germany (UNO-Fluechlingshilfe) visited 
Kakuma on 25th July on a day mission. Mr.  Bernhard von Grünberg came to 
familiarize himself with the operation and identify some of the key challenges. 
He visited the reception centre, the IRC camp hospital and Kakuma 4 where he 
interacted with refugees and staff on the ground. 

 

He particularly witnessed the various sectoral gaps in the camp such as the 

understaffed hospital, the dilapidated shelters in various sections of the camp, the 

sanitation situation and the need for proper classrooms and learning materials. 

He also took note of the urgent need for an ELISA machine (used for screening 

blood) for the hospital’s laboratory.  

 
 

KEY FIGURES 

41,450  
Asylum seekers received through 

Nadapal border point since influx 

began in December 2013. 

 

853 
Unaccompanied minors registered 

by UNHCR since influx began 

12 
Litres of water provided per person 

per day in Kakuma 4. 

1,886 
Durable shelters constructed in 

Kakuma 4. 

75 
SGBV survivors assessed by UNHCR 

in the past week for livelihood 

assistance. 

1,896 
Women and girls received sanitary 

items from UNHCR in the past 

week. 

FUNDING 

USD 52 MILLION 
Requested for the operation 

Funded
26%

Gap
74%

 

PRIORITIES 
 Construction of 250 durable 

shelters in Kakuma 4. 
 SGBV Working Group to conduct 

two sessions on development of 
Kakuma SGBV strategy. 

 Distribution of sanitary items for 
2,000 women and girls. 

 Shortlisting for recruitment of 158 
incentive teachers. 

Mr. Von Grünberg meets Deng, a 7 year old boy at the IRC camp hospital. 

UNHCR/C. Wachiaya 
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UPDATE ON ACHIEVEMENTS 

Achievements 

 Protection 

Achievements and Impact  
 Border monitoring: The Protection Cluster led by UNHCR and co-led by the Department of Refugee Affairs (DRA) 

maintained daily presence at the border. While the convoy to the border now operates thrice a week, border 
monitoring activities have continued daily to ensure safe and unhindered access to territory by asylum seekers. The 
protection needs and condition of arrivals was also assessed and their safe placement in the temporary transit 
centre.  No protection or insecurity related incidents were reported at the border in the past week. A total of 380 
persons of concern were received in the reporting week. 

 Child Protection: As of 29th July, a total of 853 newly arrived UAMS and 3,386 separated children had been 
registered.  One hundred and sixteen UAMs are currently staying at the reception centre pending relocation into 
foster care and child-headed households. 

 A 3-day child protection training was conducted by UNHCR and UNICEF for 32 partner staff members.  It focused on 
the BIA and BID process in an endeavor to improve and strengthen the child protection delivery system in Kakuma. 

 Education 

Achievements and Impact 

 NCCK is currently undertaking the construction of 20 classrooms in Kakuma 4. The classrooms will assist in 
decongesting the two temporary schools at the site which have an enrolment of over 6,000 students. 

 A training facilitated by the Kenya Government and Ministry of Education was conducted from 21st to 25th July for the 
Board of Management (BOM) and School Management Committee (SMC) of the camp schools. There were 116 
participants who attended the training which endeavours to improve on school management.  

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

 Ten learners were visited by UNHCR and LWF under the Home Based programme to identify their needs. It was 
noted that most of them require medical intervention before educational intervention takes place. Discussions are 
currently ongoing between Handicap International and LWF on the best way to provide educational and medical 
services to them. 

 There is insufficient number of teachers including low number of female teachers (only 20%), limited training and 
teacher support opportunities, all of which affect the quality of education. Measures are however in place to address 
some of the gaps and currently vacancies have been announced for the recruitment of 118 incentive teachers for 
primary schools and 40 incentive teachers for pre-schools. 

 Health 

Achievements and Impact 

 The health status of South Sudanese new arrivals received in the reporting period was stable.  Morbidity and 
mortality rates were within the acceptable threshold of a stable population. The Under-5 mortality rate was 
0.14/10,000 per day and crude mortality rate was 0.29 / 10,000 per day which is within the UNHCR Standard of 
<2/10,000 per day for Under-5 and <1/ 10,000 for Crude mortality.  

 A coordination meeting was held on 26th July with the Sub-County Health Team, UNHCR and IRC to review and 
update cholera outbreak preparedness plans and to discuss challenges facing the programme. 
 
 
 



UNHCR Kenya Kakuma Operational Update 
 

 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) – www.unhcr.org 

3 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps  
 The main challenge noted during the health team meeting was the erratic supply of vaccines.  The Ministry of Health 

vaccinates children aged below 12 months only yet IRC vaccinates children up to the age of 59 months for all 
antigens and up to 15 years for measles and polio.   It was resolved that additional vaccines should be requested 
directly from UNICEF. 

 Food Security and Nutrition 

Achievements and Impact 

 UNICEF continued to support the nutrition programme with 
therapeutic foods for severely malnourished children. One 
hundred and nineteen children were screened at the reception 
centre using Weight for Height and the GAM and SAM levels for 
this proportion was 23.5% and 10.1% respectively. While the 
malnutrition levels were above the acceptable respective 
thresholds of < 15% and <3%, all the malnourished children were 
enrolled into appropriate feeding programmes.   
 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

 WFP indicated concern over the pipeline for the food basket in 
the coming months; however resource mobilization is ongoing to 
preposition for food.  

 Water and Sanitation 

Achievements and Impact 

 A total of 1,277 family shared latrines have been constructed by NRC in Kakuma 4 to date. An additional 65 
household latrines have been constructed as well. This places the latrine to user ratio at 1:32 which is within the 
UNHCR sphere standard of1:50 for emergency situations. 

 NRC continued with hygiene promotion activities among the new arrivals in Kakuma 4 with 100 incentive workers 
distributing larine cleaning kits to 705 families. An additional 600 kits will be distributed in the coming week. 

 Team and Team completed work on the main pipe line from borehole in Kakuma 1 to Kakuma 4. Pipe trenching for 
the pipe network has started in Kakuma 4 and this will improve delivery of water to meet sphere standards.  
 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

 The available water sources cannot meet the rising water demand at the recommended standards. Lack of water 
supply system in Kakuma 4 has made it difficult to serve new arrivals adequately as water has to be trucked from a 
distance of 1 to 2 km away.  

 Water tankering exposed the water to high risk of contamination during delivery and when emptying into the 
storage tanks. This can endanger the health of the refugees. 

 There is a huge amount of water that is unaccounted for mainly through leakages, overflows and wastage both at the 
camp block level and in institutions such as schools. There is a dire need to control wastage of water in institutions 
especially in schools. 

 At least two boreholes have reduced yield/low recharge rates due to possible collapse which could have been caused 
by over abstraction of water in the same area for many years. There is an urgent need for at least two additional 
boreholes and three overhead tanks to boost the capacity of the existing water supply. 

A child is screened using MUAC at the reception centre. Children 
identified with malnutrition are enrolled into nutrition programmes. 
Picture courtesy IRC. 
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 Shelter and NFIs 

Achievements and Impact 

 The Shelter Cluster led by UNHCR and co-led by NCCK constructed 210 durable shelters in Kakuma 4 in the past 
week, bringing the total durable units at the site to 1,886. 

  NCCK has so far constructed 9,553 temporary shelters accommodating 40,998 individuals (9,900 families). 

 Over 40,000 individuals have so far benefited from NFI distribution by UNHCR and LWF. NRC has also provided 
39,980 individuals with firewood in Kakuma 4. 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

 The need for land for a new camp is very urgent as there is no more space in Kakuma to put up more shelters. Talks 
with the County Government over land are at an advanced stage. 

 With the ongoing construction of durable shelters in Kakuma 4, there remains a gap of 10,000 families in urgent 
need of durable shelters at the site. 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

 
 The Camp Coordination Camp Management Cluster led by UNHCR and co-led by DRA ensures that basic rights of 

refugees and asylum seekers in the camp are provided. It also ensures participation by refugees through 
leadership structures and decision-making processes. 

 The current term of the refugee leadership expired in June and preparations for elections are underway. In the 
meantime, a meeting with all block and zonal leaders will be held on 3ist July to extend their tenure for a further 
three months pending elections. 

 Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

Achievements and Impact 

 Three greenbelts were directly affected by refugee settlement in Kakuma 4. However, NRC has completed fencing 3 
greenbelt areas in Kakuma 4 – two measure 10 hectares each while one measures 15 hectares. 9,800 trees have also 
been planted in the greenbelts.    

 UNHCR and LWF verified 40 SGBV survivors who met the criteria for livelihood support; a further 35 are still being 
verified before they receive assistance. An additional 25 foster parents were also identified for livelihood support. 

 Logistics 

Achievements and Impact 

 UNHCR in co-ordination with IOM has maintained consistency in providing transport assistance to asylum seekers 
crossing into the country via Nadapal border.  There are daily border monitoring convoys with a team of UNHCR, DRA 
and RCK officials and three convoys a week (Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays) that transport asylum seekers to 
Kakuma camp. 

Working in partnership 

 UNHCR continues to work closely with the Government, DRA and other partners to ensure support to refugees and 
asylum seekers is assured. There have been consistent weekly Inter-Agency meetings chaired by UNHCR and co-
chaired by DRA to address the emergency response and issues arising since the start of the influx. 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

Total recorded contributions for the operation amount to US$ 28.05 million, including US$ 14.8 
million for the situation. 

UNHCR is grateful for the critical support provided by donors who have contributed to this operation as well as those 
who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with unearmarked and broadly earmarked funds. 

ANNEXES 

1. Daily New Arrivals Average 

 

2. Daily New Arrivals statistics – July 2014 
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3. New Arrivals Registration Trends by Date – 2014 
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January  3,633   1,145   2,488   1,824   1,809    106   2,978    218    128      65    133  
      
5  

February 
 6,102   1,889   4,213   3,173   2,929    129   5,366    340    114      50      95  

      
8  

March 
 8,237   2,555   5,682   4,113   4,124    100   7,710    165      96      59      90  

    
17  

April 
 3,204   1,017   2,187   1,627   1,577      61   2,980      69      20      23      47  

      
4  

May 
 3,590   1,138   2,452   1,802   1,788      50   3,353      79        4      52      44  

      
8  

June 
 6,252   1,966   4,286   3,134   3,118    186   5,674    150      38      92      82  

    
30  

July 01/07/14     478      140      338      252      226      14      455        7      -          2      -        -    

  02/07/14     421      144      277      212      209        7      352      18      20        2      21  
      
1  

  03/07/14     464      178      286      232      232        8      439        5        3        6        3      -    

  04/07/14     239        69      170      117      122        2      222        5        1        8      -    
      
1  

  05/07/14     434      129      305      227      207      -        434      -        -        -        -        -    

  07/07/14     321      113      208      157      164      28      228      24      19        3      17  
      
2  

  08/07/14     434      158      276      236      198      13      388        5      13      10      -    
      
5  

  09/07/14     495      177      318      241      254        2      457      18        7        1        4  
      
6  

  10/07/14     503      172      331      252      251        1      496        6      -        -        -        -    

  11/07/14     152        54        98        76        76      -        152      -        -        -        -        -    

  12/07/14     165        56      109        85        80      -        165      -        -        -        -        -    

  14/07/14     224        80      144      103      121        8      189        8        5        3        2  
      
9  

  15/07/14     298      108      190      142      156      18      247      11      11        7        2  
      
2  

  16/07/14     181        67      114        93        88        2      150        6      11        3        9      -    

  17/07/14       19         8        11        13         6        2        16        1      -        -        -        -    

  18/07/14       50        14        36        21        29      -          38      -          9        1        1  
      
1  

  21/07/14     197        65      132        95      102        5      158        9        6        2      16  
      
1  

  22/07/14     361      121      240      186      175      -        331        9      20      -        -    
      
1  

  23/07/14     532      156      376      267      265        1      511      12      -          8      -        -    

  24/07/14     433      141      292      196      237        3      378        8        6        1      36  
      
1  

  25/07/14       89        28        61        51        38        2        59      17        8      -        -    
      
3  

                            

                            

                            

July 
Total   6,490 2,178 4,312 3,254 3,236 116 5,865 169 139 57 111 33 

Total 37,508 11,888 25,620 18,927 18,581 748 33,926 1,190 539 398 602 105 

Contacts: 

Cathy Wachiaya, Public Information Officer, wachiaya@unhcr.org, Tel: +41227397530 Cell +254 728 602469  

Girma Gebre-Kristos, Head of Sub-Office, gebrekr@unhcr.org, Tel: +41227397530, Cell +257 728 602464 

Links: 

Regional portal-http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php Twitter- @UNHCR_Kenya Facebook – UNHCR Kenya 

 

http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php

