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A poll of Iraqis who have returned to Baghdad from neighbouring 
countries found that physical insecurity, economic hardship and a lack of 
basic public services has led the majority to regret their decision to return 
to Iraq. The UNHCR survey also found that 34 percent said they were 
uncertain whether they would stay permanently in Iraq and would 
consider seeking asylum in neighbouring countries again. 

The survey of 2,353 Iraqis who returned to the Baghdad districts of Resafa 
and Karkh between 2007 and 2008, was conducted by UNHCR staff from 
April to September this year. The survey found that 61 percent of the Iraqi 
returnees interviewed regretted returning to Iraq from their country of 
asylum with 60 percent of this number stating that this was mainly due to 
insecurity. 87 percent also stated that their current income is insufficient 
to cover their families' needs in Iraq. Future surveys will cover the 
conditions of returnees to other parts of Iraq. 
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There were three deportation flights to Iraq from Europe in October.  
UNHCR Iraq was unable to have a monitoring presence at the airport as 
formal permission for airport access was still pending. On October 6, a 
flight from Sweden, with reportedly on board 46 deportees from Sweden, 
Norway and the UK, landed in Baghdad. Most deportees were single men 
and were believed to be from the Kurdistan region (KRG) while some were 
also from Baghdad.  
 
On 26 October, a flight arrived at BIAP airport from the UK. UNHCR 
received reports that 31 Iraqi nationals were on board, all single males, 
mainly from the KRG.  The third flight arrived on October 27 from Sweden 
with on board 29 persons, including two females and a Christian man. 
PAC staff are following up on the needs and legal requirement of the 
deportees. At the end of October, UNHCR was finally granted permission 
to establish an office at the BIAP premises. 
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On October 31, a new registration started in Makhmour camp, which hosts 
11,000 Turkish refugees. The registration is lead by the Ministry of 
Interior Permanent Committee for Refugee Affairs (MoI PC) of the 
Government of Iraq and by UNHCR. The refugee agency has been helping 
with the organization of the whole registration process, especially with the 
training of MoI PC staff for the collect of data, and with the provision of 
the appropriate technical equipment.  A UNHCR team of 4 to 6 persons - 
including information technology officers- will be present during the whole 
registration exercise which is expected to last several months.  
 
Registered refugees will be able to ask for a Refugee Residence card if they 
wish to, which will entitle them to several benefits including travelling 
throughout Iraq without any restriction.  The card is initially valid for one 
year and thereafter renewable for 5 years. Registration also ensures that 
refugees have the right to medical services and education provided by the 
Government, as well as the right to work, possibly at government posts 
levels. The present registration is part of a national programme, which 
began in 2008, initiated by the Government of Iraq, and with the support 
of UNHCR, to fulfil its responsibilities for refugees in accordance with 
international law standards. 

 
 
 

 
Boy in Al-Mushraf settlement 
near Mosul 
 
 

 
a displaced family in front of their 
home in Al-Mushraf 
 
 

    
A handicapped IDP man in Al-
Mushraf. The settlement used to 
be a garbage place. 
 
 

 
an IDP family in Alqala 
settlement 
 
 

 
Children play in Makhmour camp 
    

 


