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As of 12 October, the Indonesian Government has announced 333,449 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in all 34 provinces 

of Indonesia, with 11,844 confirmed deaths from the virus, and 255,027 people that have recovered from the illness. The 

government has also reported 152,286 suspected cases. With a population of 260 million people, Indonesia currently 

has 376 laboratories with a combined testing capacity of 40,000 specimens per day. 

On the occasion of the commemoration of World Mental Health Day on 10 October, the Indonesian Clinical Psychologists 

Association  announced that its members have treated 14,619 people between March and August 2020, with most 

common issues addressed linked to learning difficulties, anxiety, stress, mood disorders and depression. Meanwhile, a 

study conducted by the Indonesian Psychiatrists Association between April and August found that 57.6 percent of the 

study participants were having symptoms of depression. The psychological impact of COVID-19 is triggered by various 

factors including the unknown ending of the pandemic, unavailability of treatments and vaccine, social stigma, job losses, 

and changes in human interaction. 

The Food and Drug Monitoring Agency (BPOM) of Indonesia has issued the emergency use authorization of two antiviral 

drugs, namely favipiravir and remdesivir, to treat COVID-19 patients. The BPOM has also granted permits to several 

pharmaceutical companies to produce the drugs locally. in addition, by the end of 2020, the government expects to 

secure 670,000 vials of remdesivir from foreign sources. 

The requisites for the procurement and distribution of vaccines against COVID-19 have been stipulated through 

Presidential Regulation Number 99 of 2020, issued on 5 October 2020. The regulation defines the requirements for the 

procurement, implementation, funding, as well as the support and facilities to be provided by the pertinent ministries, 

institutions and regional governments concerning the COVID-19 vaccination. The Head of the Economic Recovery Task 

Force indicated that two state-owned pharmaceutical enterprises, Bio Farma and Kimia Farma, are currently capable of 

storing 123 million of the 352 million vaccine doses needed. The President of Indonesia requested that a roadmap for 

the provision of the COVID-19 vaccine in the country be available by 18 October 2020. 

The Government has set a maximum price for the Real Time Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) test at IDR 900,000 

(about US $ 62), through Circular Letter HK Number. 02.02 / I / 3713/2020 issued by the Ministry of Health on 5 October. 

The price ceiling is applied to all coronavirus tests, including those that offer rapid results. By limiting the price, the 

Government expects to see more people undertaking voluntary testing. The Government has indicated that the price 

limit takes into account the costs of human resources (doctors, sample takers, extractors and sample examiners), 

reagent prices, purchase and maintenance prices for test kits, use of disposable materials such as level 3 personal 

protective equipment, and administrative costs. 

On 8 October, the Head of the National Economic Recovery Task Force explained that the spending of the national 

economic recovery program at the end of the third quarter reached 45.8 percent (IDR 318.5 trillion out of a IDR 695.2 

trillion budget). The distribution per priority program is as follows: 

• The social protection program has absorbed 77.01 percent (IDR 157.03 trillion out of IDR 203.90 trillion budget). 

• The Medium, Small and Micro Enterprises (MSMEs) support program has absorbed 68.72 percent (IDR 84.85 

trillion out of IDR 123.47 trillion budget). 

• The sector ministries, institutions and local governments have absorbed 25.08 percent (IDR 26.61 trillion out of 

IDR 106.11 trillion budget). 

Indonesia and Singapore have announced a Reciprocal Green Lane (RGL) agreement, which will start being applied on 

26 October. The RGL will allow cross-border travel for essential business purposes and to continue official travel between 

the two countries. Applicants who meet the RGL requirements include Indonesian citizens and Singapore citizens and 

residents. Travelers must comply with the COVID-19 prevention protocol and public health measures mutually agreed 
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upon by the two countries, including conducting COVID-19 swab tests before and after arrival through jointly recognized 

health institutions. 

The Indonesian Hotel and Restaurant Association has set up 120 hotels in nine provinces to accommodate 

asymptomatic COVID-19 patients, with a total capacity of 13,334 beds1. Self-isolation facilities are provided by the 

Government for people who are unable to quarantine at home due to  conditions in their homes. Staff working at these 

hotels have undergone medical training and have been equipped with protective equipment. 

After the implementation of strict Large-Scale Social Restrictions (PSBB) since 14 September, the Jakarta Provincial 

Government initiated the implementation of the PSBB transition to the new normal on 12 October. A similar transition 

policy took place from 5 June to 13 September. Work from home policies remain a priority, and all COVID-19 prevention 

protocols remain in place. During the transition, activities in the essential industrial sectors2 can operate at required 

capacity, while activities in the non-essential sectors are carried out with a maximum of 50% capacity. Several business 

and activities such as a recreational parks / tourism, fitness centers, indoor activities including meetings, workshops, 

seminars, theaters, cinemas, marriage ceremonies, blessing and wedding ceremonies are to be conducted at a 

maximum of 25% capacity. Activities with high risk of transmission, including night entertainment, spas, massage, and 

karaoke, remain closed. All businesses are required to follow health protocols, with the following additions: 

1. Maintain visitors and workers record, including name, ID number, phone number, and time of visit or work. 

2. Submit visitors records in writing to the Jakarta Agency for Manpower, Transmigration and Energy for 

epidemiological tracing. 

3. Adjust working hours and work shifts. 

4. Maximize the use of technology and/or mechanisms to  prevent crowds or direct contact. 

5. When a new cluster is detected in a workplace, it is mandatory to close the workplace for 3 x 24 hours for 

disinfection. 

 

Below are the main highlights of activities conducted by the National Clusters and MSRP priority areas’ work over the 

past two weeks: 

Health: 

• The COVID-19 Vaccine Introduction Readiness Assessment Tool (VIRAT), which was developed by WHO, 

UNICEF, Gavi, Vaccine Alliance, and partners at global and regional levels, has been translated into Indonesian 

and disseminated to the Ministry of Health and partners to suit the country context. The tool is intended for use 

by the Ministry of Health in order to provide a road map for the introduction of the COVID-19 vaccine and a 

framework for monitoring its key outcomes. The COVID-19 VIRAT is ready for immediate use by all countries 

but may be updated as more information becomes available about vaccines and delivery schedules. 

• The Ministry of Health, supported by the WHO, has conducted workshops on clinical case management of 

moderate to severe COVID-19 patients in nine priority provinces (Central Java, DKI Jakarta, West Java, Aceh, 

Bali, East Java, North Sumatra, South Kalimantan and Sulawesi) on September 25-30. This continued with 

discussions from the Ministry of Health, WHO and the Task Force for Handling COVID-19, which identified the 

need to accelerate COVID-19 tracking and testing in these priority provinces. 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement: 

• WHO is supporting Wahana Visi Indonesia in delivering a series of webinars for health workers in West 

Kalimantan Province, starting on 6 October. WHO provides technical support in the development of training 

modules and information, education and communication materials produced for provinces with specific target 

groups such as parents with children under five, and adolescents. 

 
1 Jakarta – the largest capacity of 4,333 beds in 33 hotels, East Java, Papua, Bali, West Java, South Sulawesi, South Kalimantan, 

North Sumatra and Central Java – the smallest capacity of 173 beds in two hotels). 
2 The 11 essential industrial sectors are: health, food & beverage, energy, information & communication technology, finance, 

logistics, accommodation, construction, strategic industries, basic services, public utility & industries that considered as vital 

objects, and daily needs. 
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Reproductive Health: 

• Reproductive Health Sub-Cluster activities in Luwu Utara District that was hit by flash floods several months ago 

continued through the implementation of a minimum initial package of reproductive health for pregnant women, 

adolescent reproductive health services, and family planning services. 

• The Ministry of Health and UNFPA provided technical support to the Lhokseumawe Health Office on 

sustainability of reproductive health services for Rohingya people in Aceh and distributed 238 individual 

reproductive health kits. 

 

There are now 310 non-government institutions with over 4,400 activities recorded in the 3W – “who does what where” 

– tool to date. The most active areas include health, education and WASH, while the geographical areas with the greatest 

number of activities are in DKI Jakarta, East Nusa Tenggara, Central Java and West Java. The sharing of data and 

information can be done by any organization in any of the following three formats: Kobo Toolbox, Google form or MS 

Excel, through the following links: 

KoBo Toolbox: https://bit.ly/BersatuLawanCovid19  (Indonesian) 

https://bit.ly/BersatuLawanCovid19_EN  (English) 

Google form: https://bit.ly/BersatuLawanCovid19_GoogleForm  (Indonesian) 

https://bit.ly/COVID-19_Googleform_EN  (google form - English) 

MS Excel: https://bit.ly/3W_COVID19_Excel  

For further information on the 3W, please contact Rifkianto Aribowo at rifkianto.aribowo@un.org. 


