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Horn of Africa Crisis  
Situation Report No. 32 
10 February 2012  

This report is produced by OCHA Eastern Africa in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It is 
issued by OCHA in New York. It covers the period from 27 January to 10 February. The next report 
will be issued on 24 February. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Al Shabaab bans ICRC from operating in areas under its control in Somalia. 
• Famine downgraded in southern Somalia, but aid levels must be sustained to consolidate 

humanitarian gains. 
• Tens of thousands are displaced within Kenya and into Ethiopia in inter-communal violence in 

Moyale, northern Kenya. 
• Humanitarian community in Dadaab refugee complex strives to deliver basic services despite 

significant security constraints. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
On 30 January, Al Shabaab announced that it had decided to “fully terminate the contract of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)” working in areas under its control. Al Shabaab accused ICRC of 
repeated distribution of expired food. The ban followed ICRC’s announcement on 12 January of a temporary 
suspension of food and seed distributions in southern Somalia as a result of local authorities blocking 140 
trucks attempting to deliver food to 240,000 beneficiaries. In response, ICRC refuted the accusations, adding 
that it remained fully committed to helping Somalis. 
 
On 3 February, the Somalia Food 
Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit 
(FSNAU) and Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network (FEWS NET) 
announced the end of famine 
conditions in southern Somalia as a 
result of substantial humanitarian 
assistance and an exceptional 
harvest. However, FSNAU and 
FEWS NET cautioned that any 
significant interruption to assistance 
would reverse the gains made since 
famine was declared in Somalia on 
20 July.  
 
Following reports that conflict 
between the Borana and Gabra 
communities in Moyale, northern 
Kenya, has displaced tens of 
thousands of people in Kenya and 
into Ethiopia, OCHA deployed a 
team to Moyale woreda (district) in 
Oromia Region, Ethiopia, in the last 
week. A rapid assessment was 
undertaken in Moyale in early 
February by the Government’s 
Disaster Risk Management and Food 
Security Sector (DRMFSS), local 
authorities and other international 
partners to identify needs on the 
ground. Meanwhile, the local 
authorities were working to verify the 
number of Kenyans that may have 
crossed into Ethiopia. At present, humanitarian organizations estimate that at least 20,000 people may have 
been displaced from Kenya into Ethiopia, with approximately half of the people in the Moyale woreda in 
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Borena zone of Oromia Region and half in the woreda of the same name in Liben zone, Somali Region. To 
date, food for up to 15,000 people (rice and dates for 15 days) and non-food items (plastic sheets and 
household goods) for 3,000 people have been dispatched to the area by DRMFSS. A number of UN 
agencies and NGOs have indicated their availability to support the response, and agreed to cover gaps as 
they are identified. Priority areas for response include water and sanitation, health, food and additional non-
food items. Shelter is not as high a priority as the majority of the displaced are reportedly staying with 
families in host communities, while others have been accommodated temporarily in schools. Further 
assessments are required to identify and quantify needs and plan the response accordingly. 
 
High insecurity in the Dadaab refugee complex in north-eastern Kenya continues to limit movement for aid 
agencies. However, basic services such as health and nutrition, food, water, sanitation, education and 
protection are ongoing. Humanitarian agencies are exploring alternative ways of delivering services, such as 
contracting groups from the host community, training and strengthening the involvement and responsibilities 
of incentive refugee workers, and exploring new mechanisms to work remotely such as communicating to the 
refugee community through meetings in Dadaab.  
 
According to the January Food Security Brief from FEWS NET, current food security conditions and 
expected outcomes through March are mixed across the region. Several areas previously at crisis levels of 
food insecurity (IPC Phase 3) have shown considerable improvement, namely parts of Somalia, Ethiopia, 
and Kenya, following favourable and mostly above-normal October-December rains, coupled with a major 
humanitarian response. However, the outlook in the eastern Horn of Africa is measured, due to the 
underlying fragility of livelihoods, which have been weakened by a succession of poor seasons and multiple 
shocks, principally drought, conflict, livestock disease, above-normal food and non-food prices, and more 
recently floods. Furthermore, most of the improvements in food security are supported by humanitarian 
response rather than substantial recovery in productive capacities or enhanced resilience of livelihoods. In a 
special report on the region issued on 3 February, FEWS NET cautioned that, given extreme food insecurity 
during 2011 and the possibility of a poor March-May rainy season in the eastern Horn of Africa, humanitarian 
partners should prepare contingency plans that could quickly address any disruptions to crop/livestock 
production and household food access that may occur. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response by Country 
 
DJIBOUTI 
 
UNHCR held a workshop on 6 February to analyze results of participatory exercises conducted in late-
November 2011 and agree on action plans to address issues raised by refugees in Djibouti City and Ali 
Addeh camp. Participants agreed to set up a network comprising policemen, UNHCR and partners’ 
protection staff to address refugee arrests and detention following police round-ups in town. They also plan 
to designate focal points on refugee and asylum seeker concerns in all police stations. UNHCR will conduct 
training sessions for policemen and refugees on rights and duties in an asylum country. To address sexual 
and gender-based violence, exploitation of women and children, human trafficking, smuggling among 
refugee populations and other mixed migration risks, participants will continue information and 
communication campaigns, particularly in Ali Addeh, Djibouti City and Obock.  
 
A total of 80 new persons of concern to UNHCR were registered during the month of January. They include 
39 Somalis, 24 Eritreans, and 17 Ethiopians, bringing the total number of registered refugees to 22,303.  
 
Following the elaboration of the reproductive health work plan for 2012, materials on HIV and reproductive 
health will be translated into local languages and distributed in the camp and at daily meetings with women 
at the health centre. Meanwhile, the Djibouti National HIV/AIDS Programme provided for HIV testing kits to 
the Ali Addeh camp. Supply of antiretroviral drugs is anticipated to commence within the week.    
 
ETHIOPIA 
 
The general food security situation has stabilized and is improving in most areas of the country due to the 
arrival in the markets of crops from the meher (October-February) harvest, the impact of the overall good 
deyr/hagaya (October-December) rains on water availability and livestock conditions, and the continuing 
distribution of relief food. Close monitoring of the situation in the lowland pastoralist areas of southern and 
south-eastern Ethiopia, which are currently in the jilaal (January-March) dry season, is required in the 
months leading up to the onset of the belg/gu (March-May) rains, which are the major annual rains for these 
areas. 
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The national rate of inflation fell for the fifth consecutive month in January 2012, down from 35.9 per cent in 
December 2011 to 32 per cent. Food price inflation decreased by 5 per cent over the same period, but 
remains 41.4 per cent higher than in January 2011. The Central Statistics Agency attributes the decreasing 
inflation to the advent of the meher harvest, which has improved the availability of cereals and led to 
declining prices in most markets. However, inflation and cereal prices remain elevated in comparison to the 
five-year average, continuing to impact the purchasing power of the most vulnerable households.  
 
WASH: Water trucking requirements countrywide increased from 71 in the last report to 85 trucks required to 
support an estimated 500,000 people in pockets of five regions, including Oromia (40 trucks), Somali (20 
trucks), Afar (15 trucks), Tigray (9 trucks) and Amhara (1 truck). Currently, 38 trucks are serving some 
126,000 people, leaving a gap of 47 trucks. Newly emerging water shortages have also been reported in 
Boricha, Lok Abaya and Hawassa Zuria woredas of Southern Nations, Nationalities, and People's Region 
(SNNPR), although figures are currently unavailable and water trucking needs have not been identified. In 
addition to water trucking, the WASH response in these 
drought-prone areas includes construction and 
maintenance of dysfunctional water schemes. Over the 
past weeks, one borehole has been rehabilitated and 
two water schemes maintained in Oromia Region, 
benefiting an estimated 7,500 people. In Afar, UNICEF 
and the Regional Water Bureau have rehabilitated nine 
deep wells, serving 27,100 people.  Additionally, as 
part of the acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) prevention 
strategy in high-risk areas of SNNPR, six traditional 
wells have been cleaned and treated and health 
education is being provided to affected communities to 
improve hygiene practices. 
 
Health: The final test results for previously-reported 
cases of suspected Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) in 
Dollo Ado town, Somali Region, were negative for 
polio. No new cases of AFP have been identified in the 
past two weeks. However, new cases of measles and 
malaria continue to be reported in SNNPR, with some 
837 cases of measles and 730 cases of malaria 
reported in two zones of the region in the past two 
weeks. As has been the case over the previous month, 
the highest number of new measles cases came from Gesha woreda (district) of Keffa zone. The Public 
Health Emergency Management Task Force is now coordinating the roll-out of a mass measles vaccination 
campaign in Keffa zone, as well as in selected areas in adjacent zones of SNNPR. The vaccination 
campaign is planned to start in two weeks’ time. The areas to be covered were not included in the national 
measles immunization campaign carried out between September and December 2011. 
 
Food Assistance: As of 31 January, the eighth round of relief food dispatches, which targeted 3.1 million 
beneficiaries nationwide, reached 98 per cent completion. WFP’s dispatch of a ninth round (2011) of relief 
food for the Somali Region in January 2012 stood at 48 per cent as of the same date. Relief food is allocated 
by round in Ethiopia, with each round consisting of a one-month ration of cereals, vegetable oil and pulses 
per person, as well as corn-soya blend (CSB) for moderately malnourished children under age 5 and 
pregnant and breastfeeding women in areas covered by targeted supplementary feeding. Meanwhile, the 
Food Management Task Force is developing the calendar for relief food dispatches in 2012. Some 3.2 
million people were identified in Ethiopia’s Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) as requiring food 
assistance during the first half of the year. Improved planning in 2011 enabled relief food partners to dispatch 
more rounds than in previous years (i.e. nine rounds in 2011 compared to eight in 2010 and seven in 2009). 
WFP is working closely with DRMFSS to monitor the food security situation in SNNPR in consideration of the 
lower number of relief food beneficiaries approved by the regional authorities in the 2012 HRD, and the 
uncertain prospects for the belg (March-May) rains and harvest. 
 
Refugees: As of 7 February, 144,297 Somali refugees were hosted in the Dollo Ado refugee camps and 
transit centre (53 per cent female). According to UNHCR, the majority of the refugees come from Gedo (53 
per cent), Bay (29 per cent) and Bakool (10 per cent) regions of Somalia. School tents/temporary learning 
spaces and pre-existing semi-temporary and permanent facilities in the Dollo Ado refugee complex are 
providing access to education services for 16,372 (9,575 male and 6,797 female) children. However, 19,300 
children (an increase of 1,300 in the last two weeks) are currently registered for primary and Early Childhood 
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Development (ECD) education services, with a resulting need for additional learning spaces. In response to 
the prevailing nutrition concerns, WFP has been providing corn soya blend (blended food designed to 
provide protein supplements) for all children under age 5 and pregnant and breastfeeding women in the 
Dollo Ado camps. In February, the agency plans to begin additional distributions of CSB++ (a targeted, 
improved nutrition supplement for children under age 2).  
 
In western Ethiopia, 29,144 refugees (45 per cent female) from Sudan’s Blue Nile State had been registered 
by UNHCR in Beneshangul Gumuz Region as of 4 February, with 9,327 refugees staying in Sherkole camp, 
12,333 in Tongo camp and 7,484 in Adimazin transit centre. The increase in camp population over the past 
two weeks is mainly a result of refugees opting to move to the camps after staying for several months with 
host communities, rather than new arrivals. Primary education services started in Tongo camp on 5 
February, where UNHCR and the Government refugee agency, ARRA, are currently targeting 1,400 school-
age children (aged 5 to 17 years). A recent assessment of education coverage in the Assosa area refugee 
camps indicated that 30 per cent and 68 per cent of school-age children were enrolled in schools in Tongo 
and Sherkole respectively. WFP and ARRA are providing school meals for 2,000 registered children in 
Sherkole camp, with plans to begin school feeding in Tongo once necessary infrastructure is in place. 
General food distributions started on 3 January in all of the Assosa camps. On average, WFP provides about 
9,000 tons of food per month benefiting all refugees in Ethiopia via its general food distribution, nutrition and 
school feeding programmes. 
 
KENYA 
 
Agriculture and Livestock: In January, FAO delivered 150 tons of seeds of improved, drought-tolerant crop 
varieties for distribution to 10,000 farming households (50,000 beneficiaries) in 16 districts of eastern Kenya. 
FAO’s community-based seed production approach includes training in seed multiplication to increase the 
scope and impact of the programme. This is in line with FAO’s twin-track approach, which provides rapid 
support while at the same time building livelihood resilience.  
 
Food: Through unconditional cash transfers, approximately US$1,484,274 has been disbursed to 182,214 

households (about 911,000 people) during December 
and January. Cash distributions are part of WFP’s 
resilience strategy to consolidate household livelihoods 
by providing cash which gives families more options to 
manage their household food security, instead of 
distributing relief food. WFP food distributions have 
been suspended in parts of Moyale district following 
communal unrest that led to the looting of 15 tons of 
WFP food commodities in two villages where 
distributions were due to take place towards the end of 
January. WFP and World Vision are monitoring the 
situation in the affected area. Distributions continue in 
other parts of the district as part of WFP's ongoing 
drought relief and recovery operation to assist affected 
people.  
 
WASH: Nine cholera hotspot areas with a high potential 
for outbreaks have been identified by UNICEF in 
Mandera, although no actual cases have been reported. 
Some 1,670 household in Mandera were trained by 
UNICEF and partners on hygiene promotion and 

provided with WASH supplies such as jerrycans, buckets, soap, Pur/Aquatabs and water filters.  
 
Community water supply interventions were completed in 43 communities in Turkana benefiting 21,500 
people with access to safe and adequate water, including construction of sub-surface dams. School WASH 
interventions have been completed in 30 schools of Turkana reaching about 18,000 schoolchildren with 
access to safe water. The activities are part of long-term interventions to build resilience that the sector has 
been implementing since 2010. A solar pumping system has been completed and water has reached Lobolo 
main tank, providing access of safe water to Lobolo community in Turkana County through a 24-km pipeline 
that targets 7,600 people and 1,400 pupils with access to safe and sufficient supplies of water. 
 
In West Pokot County, 3,600 Aquatabs were distributed reaching 120 households, while another 250 
households were reached through distribution of ceramic water filters. Information, Education and 
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Communication campaign materials were distributed to six schools, and training of hygiene and sanitation 
promotion activities were conducted for schoolchildren and teachers from 27 schools.  
 
In Wajir East and Wajir West, 402 community health workers were identified and trained in 20 locations to 
disseminate key messages among food handlers. Health supplies were distributed to approximately 750 
households in Wajir South, 600 households in Wajir West and 1,200 households in Wajir East.  
 
Multi-Sector Assistance to Refugees: The 1,324 unregistered new arrivals identified during the headcount 
conducted by DRA in December and those identified as new arrivals since the headcount have continued to 
receive food from WFP. As a result of movement restrictions imposed on aid workers in Dadaab because of 
high insecurity, WFP’s monitoring capacities are limited to food delivery and distribution points. WFP has 
enlisted personnel from the refugee community to report on specific key areas at various schools and health 
centres to ensure that food is reaching the intended beneficiaries. WFP is taking advantage of the dry 
weather to pre-position food commodities before the onset of the next rainy season in March. The plan is to 
have 2-3 months of buffer stock. Protection: In Kambioos and Hagadera camps, agencies have noted a 
slight increase in the number of gender-based violence survivors in December 2011 and the first half of 
January. Training for incentive staff working in protection is ongoing. Education: The Parents and Teachers 
Association has committed to help guard school gates and surrounding areas to ensure that suspicious 
persons are not allowed into school compounds. 
 
SOMALIA 
Humanitarian Needs and Response in Southern Somalia 
Food: The cluster is reassessing beneficiary targets to ensure alignment with the latest FSNAU figures. An 
estimated 1.1 million people were reached with various modalities of food assistance. This number is 
expected to increase marginally on receipt of outstanding reports. An estimated 1.8 million people in need in 
southern Somalia did not receive food assistance from cluster members in December 2011 as a result of the 
Al Shabaab ban. 
 
Nutrition: At the end of January, 22 stabilisation centres for malnourished children were in place in southern 
and central Somalia; three in Somaliland; and one in Puntland. In addition, 573 outpatient therapeutic 
programmes treating acutely malnourished children were operating in the southern and central regions, 104 
in Somaliland, and 35 in Puntland. There are 765 supplementary feeding programmes in the southern and 
central regions, 64 in Somaliland and 82 in Puntland.   
 
Health: The ‘Stamp out Cholera!’ radio campaign launched in December by the Health and WASH clusters 
will continue until April seeking to ensure households have at least one person with skills for prevention of 
cholera. Using local radio stations helps target inaccessible populations. According to WHO, children and 
women are the most vulnerable to cholera, with children under age 5 counting for 75 per cent of all cases. 
For the month of January, disease surveillance in southern and central regions recorded 1,118 cases of 
acute watery diarrhoea, 483 cases of suspected measles and 1,879 cases of malaria.  
 
Agriculture and Livelihoods: In December 2011, the Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia announced a 
merger of the Agriculture and Livelihoods and Food Assistance clusters into what will henceforth be known 
as the Food Security Cluster. The cluster will aim to address both the immediate needs of the affected 
populations as longer-term livelihood stabilization and strengthening. The co-lead agencies, FAO and WFP, 
are currently holding consultations on the structure and guidance of the cluster.   
 
Education: Reports received from the field continue to indicate rising school enrolment in southern and 
central Somalia for the new term that commenced in early January. Education partners report that 
enrolments have risen by 10 per cent in the Mudug region and by 20 to 25 per cent in Gedo. Galgaduud and 
Bakool regions also recorded improved enrolments. The increase is attributed to activities such as the 
distribution of food vouchers in schools, which has been a key pull factor in famine-affected areas.  
 
Protection: Partners are reporting cross-border movements of refugees from the Dadaab refugee complex 
in Kenya back to Somalia for the harvest season, requiring urgent scale-up of humanitarian assistance near 
the Kenyan/Somalia and Ethiopian/Somalia borders. From 1 January to date, cluster partners report that 
15,907 protection violation survivors and other vulnerable people continue to benefit from various protection 
interventions such as psycho-social, legal, and/or medical support and livelihood activities.  
 
Logistics: The ports of Djibouti, Mombasa (Kenya) and Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) are all experiencing 
congestion, with waiting times ranging from 2 to 3 weeks.  
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For further information on the humanitarian response in Somalia, please refer to OCHA-Somalia 
Situation Report No. 34 dated 9 February. 
 

IV. Funding 
 

 
2011 Horn of Africa Crisis Funding in million US$ (as of 10 Feb 2012)  

1,003

742

398

246

33

Somalia CAP

Kenya EHRP

Ethiopia Humanitarian Requirements, Jul-Dec 2011

Ethiopia refugee-related requirements

Djibouti Drought Appeal

Funded

Unmet

84% funded

68%

93%

58%

58%

 
Total: 2.4 billion requested, 80% funded 
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20%
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2012 Horn of Africa Crisis Funding in million US$ (as of 10 Feb 2012) 

1,522

764

363

79

Somalia CAP

Kenya EHRP

Ethiopia HRD

Djibouti Drought Appeal

Funded

Unmet

7% funded

17%

57%

16%

 
Total: 2.7 billion requested, 16% funded 

 

 
 

16%
funded

84%
unmet  

An updated Horn of Africa funding table and detailed reports by country are available at: 
http://fts.unocha.org.  
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform FTS of 
cash and in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to fts@un.org.  
 
To make a donation through the United Nations, please consider one of the following options: 
 
1. Support the appeals in the countries of the Horn of Africa 
2. Give to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
3. Give to the Pooled Funds in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia 
4. Give to OCHA’s response to the Horn of Africa Crisis 
 
For details on how to make a donation, please consult the “OCHA Guide to Humanitarian Giving” on the 
OCHA website: http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis. 
 

V. Contacts 
 
Nairobi       New York 
Ben Parker      Edem Wosornu 
Head of Office      Desk Officer 
OCHA Eastern Africa     OCHA in New York 
Tel: +254 733 626 131     Tel: +1 212 963 8621 
Email: parkerb@un.org     Email: wosornu@un.org 
 
To be added to or deleted from the OCHA Eastern Africa mailing list, please e-mail: wanjiram@un.org or 
gitonga@un.org. For more information, please visit http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis or 
http://www.reliefweb.int/horn-africa-crisis2011. 


