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Inside This Issue: Update on cholera outbreak 
A fresh cholera outbreak has occurred in Hopley Farm but figures of reported cases and deaths 
are yet to be confirmed.  The outbreak is on going in Epworth, Gokwe South, Kwekwe, Makoni, 
Chimanimani and Buhera. No more new cases have been reported for Chikomba.  
 
The World Health Organization intervened by providing technical support in areas such as case 
management (treatment of cases), lab confirmation, health education, contact tracing, surveillance 
and practicing infection control procedures at treatment camps to prevent the spread of the 
disease among health staff and patients/relatives.  
 
In Epworth, WHO supported outbreak control efforts by supplying the following: 500 Oral 
Rehydration Solution sachets, 100m ground sheeting for tents, 3 x 10 men tents, electric 
generator with codes and accessories, 5 x 25kg chloride of lime, 20,000 aqua tabs, 15 cholera 
beds, 2x20 litres sodium hypochlorite, 5 camping chairs, 2 camping tables, 2,000 capsules 
doxycycline, 1,000 capsules erythromycine, 4 gas lamps, 3 boxes gloves each containing 50 pairs, 2 
x boxes 22 gauge cannulars, 2 x boxes 24 gauge cannulars, 4 x 125 litre water containers with 
taps and 4x water containers without taps, and pamphlets/posters for health promotion. 
•  To page 4  
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In January, more than 3.3 
million beneficiaries received 
36,890 MT of cereals and pulses 
under the Vulnerable Group 
Feeding programme (VGF) at 
more than 1100 food 
distribution points throughout 
the country. Through the VGF 
programme, WFP provided 
temporary food packages 
consisting, on average, of 10 kgs 
of maize and 1 kg of pulses to 
beneficiaries in the most food 
insecure households in 37 
districts. WFP is assisting 42 
percent of the rural population 
of the country through the 
VGF, with a separate NGO 
food pipeline assisting an 
additional 12 percent. 
 

WFP also reached 608,000 
people in January through 
school feeding and support for 
orphans, home based care and 
prevention of mother to child 
transmission of HIV 
programmes. Also, WFP is 
providing food support to an 
estimated 47,900 urban 
residents affected by the 
government’s clean-up 
operations. 

WFP and cooperating partner 
staff conduct daily post 
distribution monitoring and 
verification exercises in the 37 
rural districts. The process 
seeks to make sure all the 
people meeting the targeting 
criteria receive food aid.  
 

Following the outbreak of 
cholera, the Ministry of Health 
and Child Welfare officials 
advised WFP and its 
cooperating partners to 
suspend school feeding 
activities in certain parts of 
the country to prevent the 
spread of the disease. On 
January 20, the City Health 
Department officials 
suspended school feeding 
programmes in Harare until 
further notice.   
 

WFP has received US$ 
732,038 ECHO funds for a 
capacity building project for 
WFP Cooperating Partners. A 
series of programme 
management trainings are 
planned over the next six 
months to facilitate timely 
delivery of food assistance. 

Floods have affected about 50 
families in Gokwe South, 
Midlands province. The floods 
caused by incessant rains over 
the past week destroyed 
houses and roads rendering 
some areas inaccessible. The 
Department of Civil 
Protection carried out a rapid 
assessment and sourced 
plastic sheeting to provide 
temporary shelter for some of 
the affected families. A 
detailed damage and needs 

assessment is still to be 
completed and OCHA has 
put a vehicle and personnel 
on stand by to participate in 
the assessment being planned 
by the Civil Protection Unit 
(CPU). OCHA contacted 
partners like IOM who have 
tents to get them ready for 
shelter assistance once 
requested following the CPU 
call for humanitarian actors to 
be alert. 

Food aid from WFP………………….. 

Localized floods continue…………..  

 

Kwekwe
Makoni

Gokwe South

Buhera

Chikomba

Chimanimani

Epworth:
24 Cases 6 Deaths

Harare:
57 Cases, 6 Deaths

Cases

Deaths

Affected Area

Area   
Epworth 24 5 
Makoni 30 2 
Chimanimani 10 0 
Buhera 112 10 
Gokwe South 74 5 
Kwekwe 63 0 
Harare 57 6 
Chikomba 296 8 
Total 621 33 

 

Cummulative cholera cases and deaths by area
as at 14/02/2006
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Highlights of the Ministry of Health report 
on epidemic prone diseases, deaths and 
public health for the week ending 20 
October 2005: 
•  Clinical malaria 
Clinical cases reported amounted to 6,824 
and 8 deaths. (Case Fatality Rate – CFR = 
0.11%). Of the total cases reported 1,438 
and 2 deaths were under the age of five. 
Deaths were reported from the following 
area: Mt Darwin (1), Hurungwe (1), Binga 
(1), Lupane (1), Umguza (1), Kwekwe (2) and 
Harare Central Hospital (1). Cumulative 
figures are 45,781 and 38 deaths. 

•  Common diarrhoea 
3,440 cases and 4 deaths were reported. Of the 
reported cases 1,396 and 2 deaths were under 
the age of five years. Most cases were reported 
from Midlands 620 and Mashonaland West 574. 
The 4 deaths were reported from the following 
areas: Kadoma (3), and Chitungwiza Central 
Hospital (1). Cumulative figures for diarrhoea are 
20,574 and 31 deaths (CFR = 0.15%) 
•  Dysentery 
Clinical cases reported are 597 and no deaths. 
Highest figures are from Midlands (160) and 
Mashonaland Central (109). Cumulative figures 
for dysentery are 3,554 and 2 deaths. 

Twenty-eight families are living 
at Mushando Beer Hall in 
Sakubva Township, Mutare, 
many of them in the open, over 
eight months after their shelter 
was pulled down during 
Operation Murambatsvina.  
The families have been 
registered for possible 
assistance after the Ministry of 
Social Welfare asked IOM’s 
implementing partner to assist 
the families. Among the families 
is an elderly couple most 
probably in its 70s, who will 
soon receive temporary shelter 
from IOM.  
 
Fifty-six chronically ill persons 
affected by Operation 
Murambatsvina in Sakubva have 
been registered. The 
registration will continue to 
include more people in need of 
assistance. 
 
The Anglican Diocese of 
Manicaland (ADM), an 
implementing partner for IOM 
has been authorized to dig 
deep wells for mobile and 
vulnerable people including 
former farm workers in Mutare 
and Makoni districts with 
ECHO funding. UNICEF and 
IOM are supporting a follow-up 
survey for the possible water 
points.  

Maize grain and maize meal market watch as at 10th February 2006 

Unrefined mealie meal prices for major cities
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The first weeks of February had significant upsurge 
of prices for maize grain and maize meal averaging 
48% and 60%, respectively. Zvishavane (Midlands 
province) had the highest price of grain, which sold 
at ZW$45,714 (US$0.40)/kg, a 166% increase from 
the last date of availability, 3 weeks ago. The 
lowest increase was in Harare (4%), which may be 
due to the destabilization of the open market by 
market place relocations as well as the ongoing 
clampdown on vending at undesignated sites.  
 
The Zvishavane market also led in the price of 
maize meal with a 144% increase while Mt Darwin 
had the lowest increase of 11%. The hyper-inflation 
rate of 613% is a common factor in pushing up the 
prices. Prices at the open market may also have 
been pushed upwards by the need to raise school 
fees by many vendors. The graph and map 
presented here show the price trends in major 
cities and towns and the market distribution for 
both maize grain and unrefined maize meal.  

Acknowledgements 
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Mobile and vulnerable 
people in Mutare 

Rapid disease notification and surveillance from the Ministry of Health  
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• Army worm outbreak 
The army worm outbreak that 
was first reported on the 16 
December 2005 affected 
1,300ha of crop in 9 of the 
country’s 10 provinces, with 
Matebeleland South being the 
only exception.  
 
According to the Agricultural 
Research and Extension 
(AREX) 1,000kg of Carbaryl 
pesticide have so far been 
used countrywide to control 
the pest.  
 
Shortages of fuel and vehicles 
are hampering efforts to 
control the pest and the 
Ministry of Agriculture has 
approached FAO for financial 
assistance for continued 
control of the army worm 
outbreak. 

• Fertilizer 
The government has imported 
25,000 MT of urea for 
distribution to communal and 
A1 (commercial) farmers. The 
Central Bank allocated 
US$500,000 to Sable 
Chemicals for the importation 
of ammonia to produce 
ammonium nitrate (AN). The 
fertilizer companies have 
stopped production of 
compound fertilizers to focus 
on AN.  
 
All the available AN is sold to 
the government for 
distribution to farmers. The 
official price of AN is ZW$5.5 
million/MT, but on the 
parallel market AN is sold at 
up to Z$2.8 million per 50kg 
bag (Z$56 million/MT). 
There are reports that a few 

Positive antibodies of the 
H5N2 virus were identified in 
two ostrich farms in 
Matebeleland North however 
this is not the same deadly 
H5N1 virus that is causing 
outbreaks in Asia and Eastern 
Europe and Nigeria (H5N1).  
 
The Department of Veterinary 
Services together with key 
stakeholders have put in place 
various control measures, 
should there be an outbreak. 
FAO with DFID funds 
provided financial assistance to 
strengthen the department’s 
surveillance systems. A 
regional programme funded by 
FAO has also been launched 
to share information on avian 
flu as well as prepare SADC 
countries for it.  
• See contingency plan on page 4  

farmers are using foliar 
fertilizers with success. 
• Staple maize 
Maize production in the 
2005/6 season is not 
commercially viable for both 
smallholder and commercial 
farmers given the current 
GMB producer price of $2.7 
million/MT. It is estimated 
that an area of 1 to 1.5 million 
hectares has been planted 
under maize.   
• Avian Influenza 
The perceived risk for an 
avian influenza outbreak  is 
low because of (few 
shallow wetlands, no 
coastal areas, no major live 
bird markets, high 
temperature and sunlight, 
few migratory water birds 
and low density of poultry 
population).  

Agriculture - 2005/2006 season 

• Cost of living 
The cost of living continues to 
become unbearable for many 
Zimbabweans.  
 
The annual inflation rate in 
January shot to 613 percent, 
up 27.4 percentage points on 
the December 2005 figure, 
according to statistics released 
by the Central Statistical 
Office on 13 February 2006. 
This is the second highest ever 
rate to be recorded in 
Zimbabwe after the 623 
percent reached in January 
2004.  
 
However, monthly inflation 
stabilized to 18.6 percent with 
the poverty datum line 
standing at ZW$20.63 million 
(US$208). - Daily Mirror; Herald 
• Debt repayment 
Zimbabwe’s payments to the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) have imposed a heavy 
burden on ordinary citizens 
already in dire need of drugs, 
fuel, food and other essentials. 
The IMF should therefore 
loosen its stance on debt 
servicing to enable 
Zimbabwe’s resources to be 
channeled into critical needs, 
the Zimbabwe Coalition on 
Debt and Development. It 
called on the IMF to seriously 

sexual abuse is rampant. Last 
year alone, a local NGO 
recorded 4146 cases of sexual 
abuse against children in its 
area of operation alone. 
 
“This is an utterly intolerable 
violation of children's rights,” 
said UNICEF’s Representative 
in Zimbabwe, Dr Festo 
Kavishe. “UNICEF, in 
partnership with Government 
ministries and several NGOs 
supports a national campaign 
on ‘Zero Tolerance Against 
Child Abuse’. “Zero tolerance 
means ending all forms of 
abuse against children,” said 
Dr Kavishe. "It means 
stamping out every horrible 
facet of child abuse and 
exploitation.” - The Standard 
• Water 
Zimbabwe National Water 
Authority gets Z$5.3bn of 
hydro-geological computers 
from UNICEF. On Monday 
Vice-President Mujuru said, 
“on behalf of the Government 
and the people of Zimbabwe, I 
would very much like to thank 
UNICEF  for standing 
shoulder to shoulder with us 
during these trying times.” 
UNICEF is the lead UN 
agency coordinating 
interventions in water and 
sanitation in Zimbabwe.  

powerful Joint Operations 
Command, which comprises 
operatives from the country’s 
uniformed forces and the spy 
agency, were dispatched this 
week to search for grain at 
milling plants across the 
country and plug possible 
leakages feeding into the black 
market. - Financial Gazette 
• Land occupations 
Government has urged 
Masvingo law enforcement 
agents to take firm action 
against fresh illegal land 
occupations amid reports that 
there is a new wave of land 
seizures in the province.  
 
Masvingo Provincial Governor 
Willard Chiwewe on 30 
January challenged law 
enforcement agents in the 
province to move in quickly 
to end the practice. - Herald 
• Child Abuse 
In the wake of a worsening 
orphan crisis and accusations 
this week against a 
headmaster who allegedly 
raped six primary school 
pupils, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund repeated its 
call for communities to speak 
out against all forms of child 
abuse. Anecdotal evidence 
from local NGOs and clinics 
around Harare show child 

consider Zimbabwe’s case and 
even debt cancellation. - Daily 
Mirror 
 
The Zimbabwe government 
printed 21 trillion Zimbabwe 
dollars to buy foreign currency 
to pay off the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) arrears. 
The move is set to stoke 
inflation and push the local 
curency against the wall. - 
Zimbabwe Independent 
• Food security 
Food Security is one of the 
region’s most pressing 
challenges and active regional 
collaboration is offering a key 
solution. Intra-regional trade, 
forward planning, innovative 
farming methods, food aid and 
a shift away from the 
traditional but drought 
vulnerable staple maize, have 
helped Southern Africa to 
avert starvation in the face of 
persistent droughts.   – Daily 
Mirror 
 
The government, grappling 
with an acute food shortage, 
has launched a crackdown on 
the country’s millers who it 
accuses of stockpiling grain, 
amid indications the blitz could 
suck in political heavyweights.  
 
According to milling industry 
sources, crack teams from the 

Highlights of Zimbabwean media reports 
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 MEETING CHAIR/CONTACT DAY/TIME 

HC and IASC OCHA—kollies@un.org 22/02/06, 11am-12pm at Takura House 

Early Childhood Development Working Group UNICEF—btachivona@unicef.org 17/02/06, 10am at UNICEF 

UN HC’s NGO Consultative Meeting OCHA—kollies@un.org 21/02/06, 11am-12.30pm at Takura Hse 

Donors Meeting with HC OCHA—kollies@un.org 23/02/06, 3-4pm, at Takura House 

Water and Sanitation Working Group UNICEF—mjonga@unicef.org 24/02/06, 9-11am at UNICEF 

Inter-Agency Coordination Committee on Health  Ministry of Health & Child Welfare 
WHO—khupeS@whoafr.org 

27/02/06, 2.30pm, at MoHCW, 4th Flr. 
Kaguvi 

Note: These dates are provisional and subject to confirmation with or by the contact persons.  

Contributions:- We kindly welcome information contributions and comments from all readers, especially UN agencies and partners to be able 
to profile the humanitarian issues in their different dimensions. For feedback contact: maputseni@un.org  
Disclaimer:- The content of this document is for information purposes only and not an official record  of the United Nations. 

Calendar of coordination working group meetings for the month of February 2005 

•  From page 1  
UNICEF has to date provided 
225kgs of chloride of lime to 
the three affected districts.  
UNICEF has also provided 252 
000 water treatment tablets. 
150 water storage containers 
of 20 liters each were also 
provided to the affected 
communities. UNICEF has 

provided 6 basic family water 
kits and 100 meters of 
sheeting. To increase 
awareness on Cholera 
UNICEF continues to 
distribute IEC material on 
Cholera. 
 
UNICEF printed more than 
30,000 brochures, pamphlets 

and other related information 
material developed by 
MoHCW, WHO, UNICEF, 
OCHA and other partners on 
prevention of Cholera.  
 
These are now being 
distributed to the general 
public, restaurants and shops 
in high risk areas. 

UNICEF is liaising regularly 
with WHO and the Ministry 
of Health and Child Welfare 
(MoHCW) on the cholera 
situation. The agency has 
prepositioned supplies at its 
Log base, in the containers 
and at Natpharm for dispatch 
when the need arises. 

Update on cholera outbreak 

The UNCT and affiliated 
agencies have developed a 
contingency plan to ensure 
advanced preparation for a 
t imely ,  consistent and 
coordinated response in the 
event of an Avian Influenza 
pandemic affecting Zimbabwe. 
 
The overall objective of the 
contingency plan is to 
minimize the impact of the 

Avian Influenza pandemic on 
UN staff and their dependents. 
 
It is impossible to predict 
where and when, or if at all, 
an outbreak of the Avian 
I n f l u en z a  may  oc cur . 
However, the rising concern 
over the H5N1 virus requires 
prevention and preparedness. 
 
WHO will closely monitor the 

development of any new 
pandemic vaccine and will 
make recommendations as 
soon as the product is 
available. The UNCT will 
f o l l o w  t h e s e 
recommendations. 
 
Already WHO has defined a 
series of phases in the 
progression of an influenza 
pandemic. These phases cover 

the progression of an influenza  
pandemic from the first 
emergence of a novel virus to 
its worldwide spread.  
 
The UN security phases will 
be activated when WHO 
confirms evidence of sustained 
human to human contact 
transmission in Zimbabwe or 
in neighbouring countries. 
 

United Nations contingency plan for the Avian Influenza pandemic 




