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Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) Continue Systematic Attacks on 
Palestinian Civilians and Property in the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory (OPT) 
 
 

• A Palestinian civilian in the West Bank and a member of the Palestinian 
resistance in the Gaza Strip were killed by IOF.  

 
• 3 Palestinians from the Gaza Strip, including a child, died from previous 

wounds. 
 

• 15 Palestinians, including 7 children, were wounded by IOF gunfire.  
 

• 10 of these civilians were wounded in Bal’ein village, west of Ramallah. 
 

• IOF conducted 27 incursions into Palestinian communities in the West 
Bank. 

 
• IOF arrested 42 Palestinians, including 3 children and a woman. 

 
• IOF raided the Arab Evangelical Hospital and partially demolished an 

apartment building in Nablus. 
 

• IOF have continued to impose a total siege on the OPT. 
 

• IOF positioned at various checkpoints in the West Bank arrested 12 
Palestinian civilians, including a child, a judge and a paramedic.  

 
• The Gaza Strip has suffered from shortages in fuels and basic goods. 

 
• Markets in the Gaza Strip are economically paralyzed. 

 
• IOF have continued settlement activities in the West Bank. 

 
• Israeli settlers burnt a car in Hebron. 

 
• Israeli settlers have continued to occupy a house in Hebron for the 3rd 

consecutive week. 
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Summary 
 
Israeli violations of international law and humanitarian law continued in the OPT during the reporting 
period (5 – 11 April 2007):  
 
Shooting: During the reporting period, IOF killed a Palestinian civilian in the West Bank, and a member 
of the Palestinian resistance in the Gaza Strip, and wounded 15 Palestinians, including 7 children. 
Additionally, 3 Palestinians died from previous wounds in the Gaza Strip.  
 
On Friday evening, 6 April 2007, an IOF drone fired 4 missiles at 4 members of the Palestinian 
resistance in the northern Gaza Strip, killing one of them. During the reporting period, 3 Palestinians, 
including a child, died from previous wounds they had sustained by IOF in the Gaza Strip.  
 
In the West Bank, on 5 April 2007, IOF shot dead a Palestinian civilian from Hebron when he was near 
Jerusalem – Jericho road, east of Jerusalem. An IOF spokesman claimed that they “fired at a Palestinian 
who did not obey orders to stop.” 
 
 Also during the reporting period, 15 Palestinians, including 7 children, were wounded by the IOF 
gunfire in the West Bank. Ten of these Palestinians, including 5 children, were wounded when IOF used 
force against a peaceful demonstration organized in protest to the construction of the Annexation Wall 
in Bal’ein village, west of Ramallah, on 6 April 2007.  
 
Incursions: During the reporting period, IOF conducted at least 27 military incursions into Palestinian 
communities in the West Bank. During those incursions, IOF arrested 43 Palestinian civilians, including 
3 children, a woman, the director of education in Hebron and a judge. Thus, the number of Palestinians 
arrested by IOF in the West Bank since the beginning of this year has mounted to 893. During the 
reporting period, IOF repeatedly moved into Nablus. They broke into the yards of the Evangelical Arab 
Hospital and held an ambulance that was evacuating two patients for several hours. They also partially 
demolished an apartment building.  
 
Restrictions on Movement: IOF have continued to impose a tightened siege on the OPT and imposed 
severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 
including occupied East Jerusalem. During the reporting period, IOF imposed a total closure on the OPT 
for the Jewish Easter.    
 
Gaza Strip 
 
IOF have imposed a strict siege on the Gaza Strip. They have closed its border crossings as a form of 
collective punishment against Palestinian civilians.  
 
IOF have closed Rafah International Crossing Point since 25 June 2006, even though they do not 
directly control it. During the reporting period, the crossing point was reopened on 5 and 10 2007, and 
hundreds of Palestinians were able to travel through it. IOF have partially reopened commercial 
crossings, especially al-Mentar (Karni) crossing, but many goods and medical supplies have been lacked 
in markets in the Gaza Strip. IOF have also continued to close Erez crossing in the northern Gaza Strip. 
Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip have been prevented from traveling through 
this crossing. IOF have allowed international workers to pass through the crossing.  With this closure, 
only few Palestinian patients have been able to travel to hospitals in Israel and the West Bank.  In 
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addition, IOF have continued to prevent Palestinian fishermen from fishing for more than 9 months. 
During the reporting period, 3 Palestinian fishermen were wounded when IOF gunboats fired at their 
boat.   
 
West Bank  
 
IOF have tightened the siege imposed on Palestinian communities in the West Bank. They have isolated 
Jerusalem from the rest of the West Bank. Contrary to Israeli claims, IOF positioned at various 
checkpoints in the West Bank have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of 
Palestinian civilians. IOF also erected more checkpoints on the main roads and intersections in the West 
Bank. During the reporting period, IOF soldiers positioned at various checkpoints in the West Bank 
arrested at least 12 Palestinian civilians, including a child, a judge and a paramedic. IOF soldiers also 
obstructed the passage of an ambulance and abused its driver. Such attacks on medical crews violate 
international humanitarian law.  
 
Settlement Activities: Israeli settlers living in the OPT in violation of international humanitarian law 
have continued to attack Palestinian civilians and property. During the reporting period, Israeli settlers 
burnt a car belonging to a Palestinian woman in Hebron. Israeli settlers have also continued to occupy a 
Palestinian house in Hebron for the third consecutive week. During the reporting period, those settlers 
attacked Palestinian civilians near the house. IOF did not intervene to stop such attacks.  
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Israeli Violations Documented during the Reporting Period (5 - 11 April 
2007) 
 
1. Incursions into Palestinian Areas and Attacks on Palestinian Civilians and Property 

in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip  
 
Thursday, 5 April 2007  
 
• At approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Qalqilya. They raided and searched a number of houses and 

arrested 5 Palestinian civilians: 
 

1. ‘Emad Marwan Houtari, 23;  
2. Mohammed ‘Abdul Hai Tbaisa, 37;  
3. Mohammed Shraim al-Harsi, 22;  
4. ‘Ali Shareef Nazzal, 30; and 
5. ‘Essam Mohammed Ju’aidi, 32.  
 

• At approximately 01:45, IOF moved into Nablus. They raided and searched a number of houses and 
arrested 7 Palestinian civilians: 

 
1. Ayham Bassam Qanadilu, 24;  
2. Tariq Hassan al-Sakhel, 20;  
3. Hussam Mahmoud ‘Awada, 20;  
4. Rawhi Mahmoud ‘Awada, 19;  
5. ‘Ameed Waddah ‘Olaiwi, 20;  
6. Islam Salah Qtaishat, 19; and 
7. Nadi Helmi Nasser, 21.  
 

• At approximately 02:00, IOF moved into al-‘Arroub refugee camp, north of Hebron. They raided and 
searched a number of houses, and arrested ‘Omar Mohammed Jawabra, 18.  

 
• At approximately 02:30, IOF moved into Seilat al-Harthiya village, west of Jenin. They raided and 

searched a number of houses and arrested 3 Palestinian civilians, including two children: 
 

1. Ahmed Aseel Tahaina, 33;  
2. Mohammed Fares Tahaina, 15; and 
3. Ahmed Fares Tahaina, 17.  

 
• In the morning, medical sources at al-Wafaa’ Hospital in Gaza City declared that Tahreer Hisham 

Abu al-Jedian, 17, from Jabalya refugee camp, died from a wound she had sustained more than two 
years ago. According to PCHR’s documentation, Abu al-Jedian was seriously wounded by a gunshot 
to the head on 4 October 2004, when IOF moved into the camp and opened fire at Palestinian 
civilians. She was inside her house when she was wounded. She received medical treatment in a 
number of hospitals in the Gaza Strip.  

   
• At approximately 15:00, IOF moved into al-Tabaqa village, southwest of Hebron. They raided and 

searched a number of houses and arrested 6 Palestinian civilians: 
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1. Mohammed Abu ‘Atwan, 38, chairman of the local council;  
2. Mohammed Salama Abu Ras, 30;  
3. Ibrahim Salama Abu Ras, 22;  
4. Ibrahim Mohammed Hraibat, 18;  
5. Murad Mohammed Hraibat, 30; and 
6. Mazen ‘Abdul Rahman Hamdan, 20.  

 
• Also at approximately 15:00, IOF moved into Tulkarm. They patrolled in the streets and fired tear 

gas canisters at shops. Dozens of Palestinian civilians suffered from tear gas inhalation.  
 
Friday, 6 April 2007  
 
• At approximately 02:00, IOF moved into Saida village, north of Tulkarm. They raided and searched a 

number of houses and arrested two Palestinian civilians: 
 

1. Sameer Fathi ‘Ajaj, 30; and 
2. Ahmed Rasmi ‘Ouda, 18, arrested to force his allegedly wanted brother to surrender to IOF.  
 

• At approximately 13:00, medical soiurces at al-Wafaa’ Hospital in Gaza City declared that Khaled 
‘Ali al-Shawaf, 23, from ‘Abasan village east of Khan Yunis, died from a wounded he had sustained 
in September 2006. According to PCHR’s documentation, at approximately 20:00 on Wednesday, 6 
September 2006, an IOF aircraft fired a missile at a number of Palestinian civilians and resistance 
activists in Abu Raida area in Khuza’a village. As a result, 5 Palestinians, including al-Shawaf who 
was a resistance activist, were wounded. One of the wounded died a few days later. Al-Shawaf 
received medical treatment at a number of hospital in the Gaza Strip, but he eventually died.  

 
• At approximately 21:00, IOF moved into al-Ma’ajin neighborhood in the northwest of Nablus. They 

raided and searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 23:00, IOF positioned at the border between the Gaza Strip and Israel to the east of 

Jabalya town in the northern Gaza Strip opened fire at a number of members of the Palestinian 
resistance, who were attempting to infiltrate into Israel. An IOF drone then chased and fired 4 
missiles at them. One of them, Fu’ad Nabil Abu Ma’rouf, 20, from Jabalya refugee camp, was killed. 
A digging machine used in a sewage project in the area was heavily damaged.    

 
Saturday, 7 April 2007  
 
• At approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Jenin town and refugee camp. They opened fire intensely. 

A number of members of the Palestinian resistance clashed with IOF in the refugee camp. One 
resistance activist, 28-year-old Zakaria ‘Abed al-Zbaidi, 28, was wounded by a gunshot to the 
shoulder. IOF withdrew from the town and the refugee camp at approximately 05:30 and no arrests 
were reported.  

 
• Also at approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Qalqilya. They raided and searched a house belonging 

to Marwan ‘Omar Diab and arrested his wife, 47-year-old Kawthar Yousef Diab. IOF had arrested 
Diba’s two sons on 28 March 2007.  
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• At approximately 01:30, IOF moved into al-Bireh. They raided and searched a number of houses and 
arrested Ayman Na’im Hamed, 22.  

 
• At approximately 10:00, IOF moved into Bedia village near Salfit. They raided and searched a 

number of car maintenance workshops and arrested Malek Talab Abu Zaid, 20, from Kufor al-Dik 
village. 

 
• At approximately 15:00, medical sources at Gaza European Hospital in Khan Yunis declared that 

Eyad Rasmi Abu Taha , 25, from Rafah, died from an injury he sustained 3 years ago. According to 
PCHR’s documentation, Abu Taha was injured to the head when he fell from the roof a house near 
his house when he was attempting to escape from the area as IOF were demolishing houses over their 
residents in Block “O” in Rafah refugee camp on 22 April 2004. Since then, he had received medical 
treatment at local and external hospitals, until he was finally admitted into Gaza European Hospital, 
where he died.   

 
Sunday, 8 April 2007  
 
• At approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Beit Reema village, northwest of Ramallah. They raided 

and searched a number of houses and arrested 3 Palestinian civilians: 
 

1. Kamal Shukri al-Reemawi, 37, member of the local council of Bani Zaid village; 
2. Wa’el Nazeeh al-Reemawi, 27; and 
3. ‘Abdul Hameed Tal’at al-Reemawi, 29.  
 

• Also at approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Taqqou’ village, south of Bethlehem. They raided and 
searched a number of houses and arrested two Palestinian civilians: 

 
1. Mohammed Naji Sabbah, 17; and 
2. Muneer Jamal Sabbah, 18.  
 

• At approximately 01:30, IOF moved into Jenin refugee camp. They raided and searched a number of 
houses. They withdrew from the camp a few hours later, and no arrests were reported.  

 
• At approximately 02:00, IOF moved into Nablus. They patrolled in the streets and raided and 

searched a number of houses. They withdrew at approximately 10:00 and no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 18:00, IOF moved into Seilat al-Harthiya village, west of Jenin. They besieged and 

opened fire at a house belonging Ahmed ‘Abdul Rahman Tahaina. They then forced residents of the 
house out and interrogated them about ‘Alaa’ Sha’ban Zayoud, 22, claiming that he was inside the 
house. They also called on Zayoud through megaphones to surrender. They then broke into the house 
looking for him. They withdrew from the area at approximately 01:00 on the following day and no 
arrests were reported.  

 
Monday, 9 April 2007  
 
• At approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Kufor ‘Ein village, northwest of Ramallah. They raided 

and searched a house belonging to the family of Majed ‘Abdul Fattah Daghra, 32, and arrested him. 
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Tuesday, 10 April 2007  
 
• At approximately 00:00, IOF moved into Nablus. They patrolled in the streets and opened fire 

intensely. They then broke into the yards of the Evangelical Arab Hospital and held an ambulance of 
Palestine Red Crescent Society and its crew for at least 4 hours and a half.  
 
In his testimony to PCHR, Radwan Abu Hamdan, a paramedic, stated: 
 
“At approximately 00:55 on Tuesday, 10 April 2007, we brought Bushra Abu Hamda and Nader Abu 
Hamda from al-Dahia area in the east of Nablus into the hospital in an ambulance of Palestine Red 
Crescent Society. We were surprised by the presence of two IOF military jeeps behind us. IOF 
soldiers ordered us to stop and get out of the ambulance and we did. IOF soldiers asked the driver, 
Fadi al-Zagha, if there was anyone still in the ambulance. The driver told him that a patient was 
there. IOF soldiers ordered the driver to bring the patient out of the ambulance even though he was 
in a serious condition. IOF soldiers them searched the ambulance and checked us. They told us that 
we would not be allowed to leave the hospital until the morning, and if the ambulance moved, they 
would fire at it. We were not able to leave the hospital until 05:30, when IOF left the hospital.”  
 

• At approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Qabatya village, southeast of Jenin. They patrolled in the 
streets. They withdrew a few hours later, and no arrests were reported.  

 
Wednesday, 11 April 2007  
 
• At approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Nahalin village, west of Bethlehem. They raided and 

searched a number of houses and arrested Salah ‘Abdullah Fannoun, 47.  
 
• Also at approximately 01:00, IOF moved into al-Duhaisha refugee camp, south of Bethlehem. They 

raided and searched a number of houses and arrested Bassel Ibrahim al-Afandi, 27.  
 
• Also at approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Nablus. They raided and searched a number of houses 

and arrested 5 Palestinian civilians: 
 

1. Tariq Ziad Salama, 23;  
2. ‘Alaa’ Jamal al-Meenawi, 19;  
3. Samer Subeh Darwaza, 35;  
4. Saleh Riad al-Bawab, 21; and 
5. Fadi Burhan al-Zeefi, 25.  

 
• At approximately 01:30, IOF moved into Ras al-Joura neighborhood in the north of Hebron. They 

raided and searched a house belonging to Nizar Nizam al-Din Shihada, 39, director of education in 
Hebron, and arrested him.  

 
• At approximately 02:00, IOF moved into Hebron. They raided and searched a house belonging to 

Jusge ‘Abdul Qader Edris, 42, and arrested him.  
 
• At approximately 03:00, IOF moved into ‘Ein Sara neighborhood in the north of Hebron. They raided 

and searched a house belonging to Mohammed ‘Abed Imam, 40, and arrested him.  
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• At approximately 10:30, IOF moved into Nablus. They besieged a house belonging to Mohammed 
Mahmoud Zaqqout in al-Quds Street in the east of the city. They called on residents of the house 
through megaphones to get out and they did. IOF soldiers interrogated the family about ‘Abdul Qader 
Zaqqout, who is allegedly wanted. They threatened to demolish the house if he did not surrender. At 
approximately 12:00, IOF started to demolished the 3-storey house, in which 12 people live. The 
house was partially demolished. A number of Palestinian children gathered and threw stones at IOF 
military vehicles. Immediately, IOF soldiers opened fire. As a result, 3 Palestinian civilians, 
including two children, were wounded: 

 
1. Mahmoud Riad al-Saheli, 10, hit by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the right hand;  
2. Islam al-Riahi, 12, hit by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the foot; and 
3. Nasser al-Halabi, 29, hit by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the right hand. 

 
2. Continued Siege on the OPT  
 
IOF have continued to impose a tightened siege on the OPT and imposed severe restrictions on the 
movement of Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including Occupied East 
Jerusalem.   
 
Gaza Strip 
 
IOF have continued to close all border crossings of the Gaza Strip for the tenth consecutive month. The 
total siege imposed by IOF on the Gaza Strip has left disastrous impacts on the humanitarian situation 
and has violated the economic and social rights of the Palestinian civilian population, particularly the 
rights to appropriate living conditions, health and education. It has also paralyzed most economic 
sectors. Furthermore, severe restrictions have been imposed on the movement of the Palestinian civilian 
population. As a consequence of the total siege imposed on the Gaza Strip, at least 73% of the families 
in the Gaza Strip live below the poverty line, and unemployment has been estimated at 55%. In addition, 
the living conditions in the Gaza Strip have further deteriorated with the non-payment of salaries for the 
public sector for 7 months as international donors have frozen aids provided to Palestinians, and Israeli 
authorities have suspended the transfer of tax revenues to the Palestinian National Authority since 
March 2006. Moreover, the siege imposed on the Gaza Strip has severely impacted the flow of food, 
medical supplies and other necessities such as fuel, construction materials and raw materials for various 
economic sectors.  
 
• Rafah International Crossing Point: Rafah International Crossing Point on the Egyptian border is the 

sole outlet for the Gaza Strip to the outside world. IOF have closed Rafah International Crossing 
Point, even though they do not directly control it. They have prevented European observers working 
at the crossing point form reaching it. The crossing point has been closed since 25 June 2006. During 
the reporting period, the crossing point was reopened on 5 and 10 April 2007.  

 
• Beit Hanoun (Erez) Crossing: IOF have completely closed Beit Hanoun (Erez) crossing, which links 

the Gaza Strip with Israel and the West Bank.  Before this latest closure, IOF had prevented 
Palestinian workers from reaching their work places inside Israel through Beit Hanoun (Erez) 
crossing.  Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip had been prevented from 
traveling through this crossing.  IOF have allowed international workers to pass through the 
crossing.  With this closure, few Palestinian patients have been able to travel to hospitals in Israel and 
the West Bank. IOF have prevented Palestinian female patients aged under 40 from passing through 
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the crossing, even though most of these patients are in serious conditions and suffer from serious 
diseases. Since the beginning of this year, IOF have allowed only 45 patients to travel to hospitals in 
Israel and the West Bank through the crossing. IOF have also continued to prevent members of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council representing Hamas from traveling to the West Bank and Jerusalem. 
On Friday, 16 February 2007, IOF opened the new Erez International Crossing Point under new 
procedures. Palestinians from the Gaza Strip and the West Bank have to obtain permits from the IOF 
Civil Administration as it was the case before. However, Palestinians living in East Jerusalem have to 
hand their identity cards the Israeli Ministry of Interior to get travel documents. In the past, they had 
to hand identity cards to IOF at Erez crossing. This includes 800-1000 women from East Jerusalem 
married to men in the Gaza Strip. According to Palestinians who traveled through the new crossing 
point, IOF imposed the same restrictions on their movement as in the past. During the reporting 
period, IOF closed the crossing completely on the occasion of the Jewish Easter. 

 
• Al-Mentar (Karni) Commercial Crossing: IOF have closed the crossing, which is the main 

commercial crossing for the Gaza Strip.  As a consequence, the economic situation inside the Gaza 
Strip has further deteriorated and many goods have been lacked in markets. IOF closed the crossing 
partially on 8 April 2007, and closed it completely on 9 April 2007 for the Jewish Easter. The 
number of containers daily imported through the crossing is estimated at 145 and the number of 
exported ones is estimated at 470.   

 
• Nahal Ouz Crossing: This crossing is designed for the entry of fuels. IOF allow the entry of limited 

amounts of fuels into the Gaza Strip, which do not meet the needs of its population. On 6 April 2007, 
IOF denied the entry of benzene and gasoline into the Gaza Strip for no apparent reason. On 9 April 
2007, IOF closed the crossing for the Jewish Easter.  

 
• Sofa Crossing: IOF have closed Sofa crossing, northeast of Rafah, which is designed for the entry of 

aggregate. During the reporting period, IOF partially reopened Karm Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) 
crossing, southeast of Rafah, for two days to allow the entry of some food aids for humanitarian 
organizations in the Gaza Strip.  

 
The closure of border crossings deprives the Palestinian civilian population in the Gaza Strip of their 
right to freedom of movement, education and health.   
 
IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on fishing in the Gaza Strip.  Following the attack on 
IOF on 25 June 2006, IOF prevented fishing. Approximately 35,000 people in and around Gaza’s 
coastal communities rely on the fishing industry, including 2,500 fishermen, 2,500 support staff and 
their families.  Fishermen have been subjected to intensive monitoring by IOF, which use helicopter 
gunships and gunboats to monitor the fishermen. The Oslo Accords allow Palestinian fishermen to go 
fishing up to 20 nautical miles away from the Gaza seashore.  
 
The West Bank  
 
IOF have imposed a tightened siege on the West Bank. They have continued to impose severe 
restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians and imposed curfews on a number of Palestinian 
communities.  

   
• Hebron: IOF imposed additional restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians inside and 

around Hebron to allegedly allow Israeli settlers to celebrate the Jewish Easter. On Thursday and 
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Friday, 5 and 6 April 2007, IOF closed the Ibrahimi Mosque in the face of Palestinians allegedly to 
allow Jewish settlers to conduct the ceremonies of the Jewish Easter. On Friday morning, 5 April 
2007, IOF cut off Hebron from its surroundings through closing all entrances to the town. During the 
reported period, IOF erected additional checkpoints on the main roads leading to the town. They 
stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. IOF also closed the main entrances to al-Fawar 
refugee camp, south of the town, and Beit Ummar village, north of Hebron. Additionally, IOF 
erected more checkpoints inside Hebron. They stopped, checked and interrogated Palestinian 
civilians. On Friday, 6 April 2007, IOF moved into al-Jawazat neighborhood and Be’r al-Saba’ Street 
in the center of Hebron. They forced Palestinian civilians to close their shops for several hours and 
imposed severe restrictions on their movement, allegedly to allow dozens of Jewish settlers to visit a 
hill in the area, which they claim that it was for a Jewish clerk.  
 
On Thursday morning, 5 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned in the vicinity of the Ibrahimi Mosque 
in Hebron arrested Mo’taz Mohammed Abu ‘Eisha, 17, claiming that he was carrying a knife.  
 
On Thursday afternoon, a number of IOF soldiers stationed near a Palestinian house, which had been 
occupied by Israeli settlers since 19 March 2007, in Wad al-Husain area in the southeast of Hebron 
stopped, held and violently beat Munther ‘Ata al-Razem, 23. He sustained bruises throughout the 
body.  
 
At approximately 14:15 on Sunday, 8 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned at the main entrance to the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in the south of the old town of Hebron opened fire at Hashem Mohammed Abu 
Snaina, 18. He was wounded by two gunshots to the right leg. IOF claimed that Abu Snaina stabbed 
two IOF soldiers positioned in the area. Soon after, IOF closed the Ibrahimi Mosque and all roads 
leading to it. They also held and checked dozens of Palestinian civilians. The apprehension of Abu 
Snina had been the 5th of its kind in the same area since the beginning of 2007.  
 
On Friday evening, 6 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned at a checkpoint at the western entrance of 
Yatta village, south of Hebron, arrested Ibrahim Yasser Mor, 23.  
 
On Tuesday noon, 10 April 2007, IOF soldiers patrolling in the vicinity of Israeli settlement to the 
east of Yatta village, south of Hebron, arrested two Palestinian shepherds, claiming that they entered 
banned areas: 
 
1. Nasser Salem al-‘Odara, 30; and 
2. Fadel Mohammed Hamamda, 28.  
 

• Nablus: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. 
On Saturday, 8 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned Za’tara checkpoint, south of the city, imposed 
additional restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. They conducted prolonged and 
humiliating checking on Palestinian civilians. Also on Sturday morning, IOF closed al-Batahn 
checkpoint at the northeastern entrance of Nablu, and prohibited the movement to and from the city. 
Also on Saturday morning, IOF re-established their presence at Yits’har checkpoint, south of Nablus. 
On Tuesday evening, 10 April 2007, IOF imposed additional restrictions on the movement of 
Palestinian civilians. They closed al-Bathan checkpoint at the northeastern entrance of the city. They 
also re-established their presence at Jeet checkpoint, southwest of Nablus. They stopped and searched 
Palestinian civilian vehicles.   
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At approximately 15:00 on Saturday, 7 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned at al-Bathan road, 
northeast of Nablus, arrested Judge ‘Abdullah Harb Turkman, from Jenin.  
 
On Monday evening, 9 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned at a checkpoint at Jeet intersection, 
southwest of Nablus, arrested 3 Palestinian civilians from Burqa village, northwest of the city: 
 
1. M’otassem Ameen Saif, 22;  
2. ‘Emad Jawdat Saif, 20; and 
3. Mahmoud Ragheb Salah, 23.  
 
At approximately 06:30 on Wednesday, 11 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned at Za’tara checkpoint, 
south of Nablus, arrested Firas al-Khalili, 20, a volunteer paramedic at Palestine Red Crescent 
Society, when he was together with other paramedics in an ambulance traveling to Nablus.  
 

• Tulkarm: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. 
On Thursday, 5 April 2007, IOF erected a checkpoint to the east of Nour Shams refugee camp, east 
of Tulkarm. They stopped and searched dozens of Palestinian civilian vehicles. On the same day, IOF 
soldiers positioned at Ennab checkpoint, east of Tulkarm and Wad al-Teen checkpoint, south of the 
town, continued to prevent Palestinians aged under 35 from passing through the two checkpoints. 
They also chased Palestinian civilians who resorted to alternative rough, dirt roads. On Saturday, 7 
April 2007, IOF erected additional checkpoints on the roads leading to the town. On Sunday, 8 April 
2007, IOF erected a checkpoint at the entrance of al-Ras village, south of Tulkarm. They stopped and 
searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. On Monday, 9 April 2007, IOF closed Wad al-Teen 
checkpoint, south of Tulkarm, and prevented Palestinian civilians from passing through. They alsi 
chased civilians who resorted to alternative dirt roads.   
 

• Jenin: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. On 
Saturday morning, 7 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned at Tayasser village at the entrance of the 
northern Jordan Valley, southeast of Jenin, imposed additional restrictions on the movement of 
Palestinian civilians to and from the villages of Bardala, Kardala and ‘Ein al-Baida. On Sunday 
morning, 8 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned at al-Hamra and Tayaseer checkpoints at the 
entrances to the central and northern Jordan Valley imposed additional restrictions on the movement 
of Palestinian civilians. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. On the same day, 
IOF erected a checkpoint on Jenin – al-Zababda road. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian 
vehicles. On Monday morning, 9 April 2007, IOF erected a checkpoint at al-Kafeer intersections, 
southeast of Jenin. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. On Tuesday, 10 April 
2007, IOF erected additional checkpoints on the roads leading to Jenin. They stopped and searched 
Palestinian civilian vehicles. On Wednesday morning, 11 April 2007, IOF erected a checkpoint on 
Jenin – al-Zababda road and another one at al-Kafeer intersection. They stopped and searched dozens 
of Palestinian civilian vehicles.  
 
At approximately 16:00 on Saturday, 7 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned at a checkpoint to the 
north of ‘Aqaba village, southeast of Jenin, arrested ‘Ali Dirar ‘Aqel, 21.   
 
On Saturday evening, IOF soldiers positioned at a checkpoint at ‘Arraba intersection, southwest of 
Jenin, attacked Firas Mustafa al-Haj Ahmed, 32, an ambulance of the Union of Palestinian Health 
Care Committees. In his testimony to PCHR, al-Haj Ahmed stated: 
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“At approximately 16:30 on Saturday, 7 April 2007, our center in Jenin informed me that they 
received a phone call from a Palestinian civilian in Kufor Ra’ei village, southwest of Jenin, about a 
child who needed medical treatment at Jenin Hospital. They gave me the address. I drove the 
ambulance towards Kufor Ra’ei village. When I arrived at ‘Arraba intersection, I was surprised by a 
military checkpoint erected by IOF in the area. There was a car in front of me. I bypassed it and got 
close to the checkpoint as ambulances are allowed to bypass civilian vehicles. Immediately, 3 IOF 
soldiers moved towards the ambulance pointing their guns at me, and ordered me to move back. I 
told them that I was on my way to Kufor Ra’ei village to bring a patient. They shouted on me and one 
of them broke the mirror near me. He also beat me on my shoulder. He then opened the door and 
pulled me out of the ambulance. IOF soldiers ordered me to take off my clothes. As I refused, they 
violently beat me and forced me to take my clothes off. They checked me and forced me to sit at the 
roadside. They thoroughly searched the ambulance. They released me at approximately 18:00. I was 
not able to go to Kufor Ra’ei village, as the child was evacuated to the hospital in a civilian vehicle.” 
  
On Tuesday evening, 10 April 2007, IOF soldiers positioned at a checkpoint at the southern entrance 
of Qabatya village, southeast of Jenin, attested Mujahed Mahmoud Sayes, 18, from Jenin refugee 
camp.  

 
• Ramallah: At approximately 09:00, IOF soldiers positioned at ‘Attara checkpoint, north of Ramallah, 

arrested Fawaz ‘Abdul Rahman Kmayel, 48, from Qabatya village southeast of Jenin.  
 
A Palestinian Civilian Shot Dead by IOF Near Jerusalem  
 
On Thursday, 5 April 2007, IOF shot dead a Palestinian civilian from Hebron when he was near 
Jerusalem – Jericho road, east of Jerusalem. An IOF spokesman claimed that they “fired at a Palestinian 
who did not obey orders to stop.” 
 
According to investigations conducted by PCHR, and eyewitnesses’ accounts (Fu’ad ‘Azmi Ghunaimat, 
37, from Sourif village, and Mohammed ‘Abdul Qader al-Mutawar, 22, from Sa’ir village), they 
traveled in the morning together with ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Hamed ‘Abdul ‘Azizi al-Mutawar, 29, and 4 other 
civilians to areas located near Jericho road to search for junks to sell them. At approximately 14:30, 
while they were in Nabi Mousa area, which is near an IOF training site, two IOF military jeeps arrived 
at the area. The other four civilians immediately got into their vehicles and escaped from the area. One 
of the jeeps chased them. The other jeep stopped in the are and two IOF soldiers got out of it, pointing 
their guns at the three civilians who remained in the area. The two soldiers arrested the two 
eyewitnesses. One of the soldiers them moved towards ‘Abdul ‘Aziz al-Mutawar, opening fire into the 
air and then at him from a close range. Al-Mutawar was wounded by a gunshot to the head. The soldier 
went to his colleague and told him that he shot al-Mutawar dead. The two soldiers together with the two 
civilian evacuated the victim from the area. He was taken to an IOF military post, where a medical crew 
confirmed his death. His body was delivered to the Palestinian side at the southern entrance of Jericho. 
The victim was married and father of 3 children. His wife is also pregnant.  
    
3. Construction of the Annexation Wall  
 
IOF have continued to construct the Annexation Wall inside West Bank territory. During the reporting 
period, IOF used force against a peaceful demonstration organized by Palestinian civilian in protest to 
the construction of the Wall in Bal’ein village, west of Ramallah.  
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• Following the Friday Prayer on 6 April 2007, dozens of Palestinian civilians and international and 
Israeli solidarity activists demonstrated in Bal’ein village, west of Ramallah in protest to the 
construction of the Wall. The demonstrators moved towards the gate established by IOF at the Wall 
and attempted to open it. Immediately, IOF soldiers fired rubber-coated metal bullets, sound bombs 
and tear gas canisters at the demonstrators, and violently beat them. As a result, 10 demonstrators, 
including 5 children, were wounded by rubber-coated metal bullets: 

 
1. ‘Omar Shawqi al-Khatib, 14, wounded to the hand;  
2. Hamza Suleiman Bernat, 14, wounded to the head;  
3. Yasser Maher Ash’al, 16, wounded to the hand; 
4. ‘Ali ‘Omar al-Khatib, 17, wounded to the leg;  
5. Mohammed Ahmed Yassin, 17, wounded to the thigh;  
6. Yassin ‘Abbas, 26, wounded to the leg;  
7. Yousef Karaja, 55, wounded to the lg;  
8. Adham Mahmoud Abu Rahma, 22, wounded to the leg;  
9. Waleed Mahmoud Abu Rahma, 23, wounded to the hand; and 
10. Bassem Ahmed Yassin, 29, wounded to the thigh.  
 
Four civilians also sustained bruises: 
 
1. ‘Emad Mohammd Bernat, 35;  
2. Mohammed ‘Ali Abu Sa’di, 64;  
3. Adeeb Ahmed Abu Rahma, 35; and 
4. Ibrahim ‘Abdul Fattah Bernat, 24.  
 

4. Settlement Activities and Attacks by Settlers against Palestinian Civilians and 
Property  

 
• At approximately 00:00 on Friday, 6 April 2007, a group of Israeli settlers from “Ramat Yishai” 

settlement outpost in Tal al-Rumaida neighborhood in the center of Hebron set fire to a car (a white 
Mitsubishi) belonging to Hanaa’ Jameel Abu Haikal, who lives in a house located near the 
aforementioned settlement outpost. IOF were present in the area, but did not intervene to stop the 
attack. They even prevented fire engines from entering the area to extinguish fire. The car was 
heavily damaged. According to Abu Haikal, Israeli settlers burnt another car belonging to her last 
year. Through such attacks, Israeli settlers attempt to force the family to leave the area.  

 
• On Thursday and Friday, 5 and 6 April 2007, Israeli settlers who had continued to occupy a house 

belonging to the al-Rujbi family in Wad al-Husain neighborhood near “Kiryat Arba” settlement, 
southeast of Hebron, for the third consecutive week, attacked Palestinian civilians using empty 
bottles and stones. They also used trained dogs to chase and terrify boys. IOF were present in the 
area, but did not intervene to stop those attacks. 

 
• At approximately 17:00 on Tuesday, 10 April 2007, a number of Israeli settlers chased and attacked a 

number of Palestinian children in Wad al-Husain neighborhood in Hebron. IOF did not intervene 
until Palestinian children tried to defend themselves. IOF soldiers attempted to arrests 13-year-old 
Suzan Nafez Qaffisha, claiming that she attacked a young settler.    

      
………………………………………………………… 
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Recommendations to the International Community 
 
1. PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to fulfill their legal 

and moral obligations under Article 1 of the Convention to ensure Israel's respect for the Convention 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.  PCHR believes that the conspiracy of silence practiced by the 
international community has encouraged Israel to act as if it is above the law and encourages Israel 
continue to violate international human rights and humanitarian law. 

 
2. PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to convene a 

conference to take effective steps to ensure Israel's respect of the Convention in the OPT and to 
provide immediate protection for Palestinian civilians. 

 
3. PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to comply with its 

legal obligations detailed in Article 146 of the Convention to search for and prosecute those 
responsible for grave breaches, namely war crimes. 

 
4. PCHR calls for the immediately implementation of the Advisory Opinion issued by the International 

Court of Justice, which considers the construction of the Annexation Wall inside the West Bank 
illegal. 

 
5. PCHR recommends international civil society organizations, including human rights organizations, 

bar associations and NGOs to participate in the process of exposing those accused of grave breaches 
of international law and to urge their governments to bring these people to justice.  

 
6. PCHR calls upon the European Union to activate Article 2 of the Euro-Israel Association 

Agreement, which provides that Israel must respect human rights as a precondition for economic 
cooperation between the EU states and Israel.  PCHR further calls upon the EU states to prohibit 
import of goods produced in illegal Israeli settlements in the OPT.  

 
7. PCHR calls on the international community to recognize the Gaza disengagement plan, which was 

implemented last year, for what it is - not an end to occupation but a compounding of the occupation 
and the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip.   

 
8. In recognition of ICRC as the guardian of the Fourth Geneva Convention, PCHR calls upon the 

ICRC to increase its staff and activities in the OPT, including the facilitation of family visitations to 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. 

 
9. PCHR appreciates the efforts of international civil society, including human rights organizations, bar 

associations, unions and NGOs, and urges them to continue their role in pressuring their 
governments to secure Israel's respect for human rights in the OPT and to end its attacks on 
Palestinian civilians. 

 
10. PCHR calls upon the international community to pressure Israel to lift the severe restrictions 

imposed by the Israeli government and its occupation forces on access for international 
organizations to the OPT. 

 
11. PCHR reiterates that any political settlement not based on international human rights law and 

humanitarian law cannot lead to a peaceful and just solution of the Palestinian question.  Rather, 
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such an arrangement can only lead to further suffering and instability in the region.  Any peace 
agreement or process must be based on respect for international law, including international human 
rights and humanitarian law. 

 
………………………………………………………… 

 
Public Document 
For further information please visit our website (http://www.pchrgaza.org) or contact PCHR’s 
office in Gaza City, Gaza Strip by email (pchr@pchrgaza.org) or telephone (+972 (0)8 2824776 – 
2825893).  

  


