
 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY IN CAMEROON 

There is an African saying that it 
takes a village to raise a child. World 
Humanitarian Day (WHD) 2022 built 
on this metaphor of collective 
endeavour to show the importance, 
effectiveness and positive impact of 
collective humanitarian work. 

On this year’s WHD, the campaign 
#ItTakesAVillage highlights that it 
takes an entire humanitarian 
community to support people in 
humanitarian crises. This community 
includes communities themselves, 
local volunteers, emergency state 
services, national and international 
NGOs, the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent movements, and the 
United Nations agencies, working in 
hundreds of places around the world. 

They support millions of people with urgent protection, food security, health, nutrition, 
water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), shelter, non-food items (NFI), and education 
services. In 2022, as of 30 June, 1.1 million people were reached with humanitarian 
assistance and protection schemes in Cameroon.  

In Yaounde, the humanitarian community, led by the Humanitarian Coordinator (HC), 
Matthias Z. Naab, took part in a sport walk over 5 km in town. The HC asked for a moment 
of silence in honour of Jeanette Sweyeh, a nurse who died following an attack on a medical 
convoy in the North-West, as well as all humanitarian workers who have fallen around the 
world. He also shared a message of hope and optimism: “Our individual and collective 
commitment, our engagement, our determination will remain as strong as ever.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cameroon 
Humanitarian Bulletin  
Issue N°35 | August 2022 

IN THIS ISSUE 

P.1 Celebration of World 
Humanitarian Day in 
Cameroon 

P.3 World Humanitarian 
Day: what it means 

P.3 The humanitarian 
response in Cameroon 
remains underfunded 

P.4 Humanitarians in 
Action  

 

FIGURES  
(HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
OVERVIEW 2022, UNHCR, IOM, 
OCHA) 
 

3.9 million 
People in need of humanitarian 
assistance  
 

2.6 million  
People targeted (Humanitarian   
Response Plan 2022) 
 

975,786 
Internally displaced people 
 

477,228 
Refugees and asylum seekers  
 

548,206 
Returnees (previously IDPs) 
 
 

FUNDING 
(HRP 2022, FINANCIAL     
TRACKING SERVICES –FTS) 

US$ 376 million 
Requested 
 

26 per cent  
Funded as of 31 August 
2022 

The Humanitarian Coordinator with the humanitarian community in Yaounde 
Credit: OCHA/Remi Galinier 
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United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org 

 

In the field, in Bamenda (North-West), Buea (South-West), Maroua and Kousseri (Far North), partners gathered and 
conducted several sports activities, including sports walks, football games, as well as presentation on the humanitarian 
situation, response and challenges, panel discussions and dialogue with authorities, open door events to the public and 
exhibitions.  

 

 

 

 
  

Sport walk in Yaounde with the humanitarian community - Credit: OCHA/Remi Galinier 

Maroua - Credit: OCHA/Alfred Kana 
 

Buea - Credit: OCHA/Cosmas Tohnji Bamenda - Credit: OCHA/Theophilus Tanda 

Kousseri - Credit: OCHA/Joelle Kwembi 
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United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org 

WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY: WHAT IT MEANS 

WHD, held every 19 August, was designated in memory of the bomb 
attack on the Canal hotel in Baghdad, Iraq, on 19 August 2003. 
Twenty-two people were killed, 19 of whom were UN employees, 
including the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello.  

In 2009, the UN General Assembly formalized 19 August as World 
Humanitarian Day through the UNGA resolution (A/63/L.49), to 
increase public awareness about the humanitarian assistance 
worldwide and the importance of international cooperation. It is also 
an opportunity to commemorate humanitarian workers who have 
been killed and injured in the line of duty, and to honour those who 
continue to take risks every day to provide life-saving aid to people 
who need it. 

Thirteen years after the first WHD, the devastating combination of 
conflicts, climate emergency, continued impact of the COVD-19 
pandemic, rising poverty and a commodity price crisis has caused the 
number of people who need humanitarian assistance to reach new 
records. At the same time, misinformation campaigns are fuelling 
division, and rising cynicism is leading to growing mistrust of 
multilateral solutions to global problems. 

Despite these dynamics, humanitarian workers provide daily assistance in protection, food security, nutrition, health, 
drinking water, emergency education and shelter to millions of women, children and men. 

 

THE HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE IN CAMEROON REMAINS UNDERFUNDED 

In 2022, 3.9 million people need humanitarian assistance in Cameroon. The 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2022 requires US$ 376 million to provide 
humanitarian support to 2.6 million people targeted in need of urgent assistance. 

Nine out of ten regions of Cameroon continue to be impacted by three complex, 
protracted, humanitarian crises caused by continuous violence in the Lake Chad 
basin, insecurity in the North-West and South-West regions, and the Central African 
Republic (CAR) crisis with the presence of almost 330,000 refugees from the CAR 
in the eastern regions (East, Adamawa, and North).  

Humanitarian needs are compounded by structural development deficits and 
chronic vulnerabilities that further challenge the long-term recovery of affected 
people. The effects of violence and of natural disasters, as well as the socio-
economic and health impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, led to a deterioration of 
the physical and mental wellbeing and living standards of the people living in 
Cameroon. These shocks lead to forced displacement, human rights violations, 
family separations, stigmatisation, and exploitation. Furthermore, they negatively 
impacted access to basic services, to land and economic opportunities.  

As of 31 August 2022, the humanitarian response continued to be underfunded with 
only 26 per cent of its HRP funding requirements received. If the chronic 
underfunding of the humanitarian response in Cameroon is not addressed, 
hundreds thousands of people will continue to be left without vital humanitarian 
assistance and protection.  

The humanitarian community is strongly advocating to donors for increased funding during the second half of 2022 to meet 
the requirements. This will allow partners to continue operations and respond to the urgent humanitarian needs.  

In addition to issues related to underfunding of the humanitarian response, insecurity, movement restrictions, poor road 
conditions, and climatic hazards also pose real access challenges to people in need of assistance. 

Failing to act will mean thousands of girls, boys, women, and men will not be reached with assistance. Failing to act will 
prevent thousands from accessing health, protection, food, nutrition, water and sanitation, shelter, and early recovery 
services. Failing to act will increase needs and force more people into adopting negative coping mechanisms. 

  

Cameroon HRP 2022 
Credit: OCHA/Ariane Maixandeau 

461 humanitarians victim of attacks worldwide in 2021 
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United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
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For further information, please contact:  
Karen Perrin, Head of Office, OCHA Cameroon, perrink@un.org 
Ariane Maixandeau, Public Information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, arianemaixandeau@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/cameroon www.reliefweb.int   
Follow us on Twitter @OCHACameroon 

HUMANITARIANS IN ACTION 

North-West and South-West regions 

Following six years of crisis in the North-West and South-West regions, the population is affected by violence and insecurity 
with limited or no access to health services. In some areas, health centers have been looted, destroyed or burned, and 
health professionals have been targeted.  

Dr. Norbert, a trained medical doctor, works with 
International Medical Corps (IMC) as Emergency Health 
Project Manager in the North-West region. He and his team 
provide emergency health and nutrition services to 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and host populations in 
the region, including in areas where people have long been 
left on their own due to the crisis.  

Dr Norbert and his team provide medical services and 
equipment, as well as logistical support, such as cell towers 
and solar power units, to various health facilities. They 
provide free consultations to patients and assist people with 
various ailments, including osteomyelitis, trauma, severe 
malaria, and other communicable and non-communicable 
diseases. Dr. Norbert coordinates with various stakeholders 
the implementation of nutrition and mental health activities, 
to avoid duplication, and to ensure complementarity, 
sometime spending up to three days on the road to reach a 

remote health facility, facing insecurity, , complicated access negotiation, administrative constraints, or risk of driving into 
criminal groups and improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and poor physical road conditions The health team often has to 
tow, push or pull their vehicles, sometimes spending nights inside the vehicles to ensure they assist the population in need. 

 

Far North region  

At the beginning of the rainy season, refugees living in transitional shelters or whose shelters had been damaged in the Far 
North region usually receive community tool kits to mitigate the impact of high winds and floodings. The kits include masonry 
tools, shovels, trowel, and saw. However, in 2022, due to drastic decrease in funding, only 10 community tool kits were 
available per 83 blocks against 10 kits per 10 blocks in previous years, causing stress and discontent among the population.  

In order to minimise the risk of tension in the communities, 
Abdoulaye, the shelter and NFI coordinator with Agence de 
Développement Economique et Social (ADES) in Maroua, 
organised daily individual and collective meetings with the 
refugee community leaders over two weeks. Thanks to his 
skills and engagement with the population, he was able to 
explain the reasons for the decrease in the number of kits, 
while reassuring them that advocacy is being done to 
receive additional kits. Eventually the refugees organised 
themselves to prioritise and use the kits wisely, 
transforming the greatest amount of emergency shelters 
into transitional shelters, protecting as many people as 
possible from the bad weather associated with the rainy 
season.  

 

 

 

Dr Norbert - Credit: IMC 

Abdoulaye - Credit: ADES 
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