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Highlights 
• Heavy shelling and intensified clashes were reported in Dara’a Al Balad 

starting on 28 July following a month of tensions, displacing 24,000 people, 
including Palestinian refugees. Eight civilian deaths were reported, 
including four children (one girl and three boys). A hospital was also 
damaged. UNICEF and partners are providing health, nutrition, water, 
education and child protection interventions for children and families 
affected.  
 

• July saw an increase in hostilities in northwest Syria. This escalation in 
fighting killed and injured at least 45 children in July alone. This includes 
six children killed in attacks on Idleb on 3 July and four children in the same 
family killed in Al-Qastoun town in Hama.  
 

• One million people have been affected by the disruption of Alouk water 
station, further exacerbated by drought conditions and reduced water flows 
in the Euphrates River. The UN called for regular and unimpeded access 
to Alouk water station to ensure its operation without any further 
interruption. 
 

• In 2021, UNICEF requires $330.8 million to provide lifesaving assistance 
to 9.1 million people (including 5.5 million children) across Syria according 
to the Humanitarian Action for Children. Of the funding required, $124.4 
million is currently available, with a $206.4 million (62 per cent) gap. 

Funding Status 

UNICEF Appeal: $330.8 

million 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 

Situation in Numbers 

 

6,080,000  

children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

 

13,400,000  

people in need 

 

6,700,000 

internally displaced  

persons (IDPs)  

 

2,565,766 

children in difficult to  

access areas 

 
(source: OCHA, Humanitarian Needs 

Overview, 2021) 
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psychosocial support activities in Hama 
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response is due to the target focusing only on the Health 
and Education programmes, while all programmes are 
undertaking relevant activities.  

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/syria#download
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
In 2021, UNICEF requires $330,826,575 to provide lifesaving assistance to 9.1 million people (including 5.5 million 

children) across Syria according to the Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC). Of the total funding requirements, 

$124,437,271 is currently available, with a $206,389,304 (62 per cent) gap. The HAC is being reviewed as part of the 

Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) for 2021. Funding requirements for Social Protection (75 per cent), Child Protection 

(73 per cent) and Nutrition (69 per cent) remain particularly acute in addition to other sectors. This is expected to 

compromise the ability of UNICEF to respond to the consequences of the ongoing crisis, including a socio-economic 

crisis, high levels of food insecurity and rising children’s vulnerability, all expected to be exacerbated by the current 

drought conditions. 

 

This year, the Governments of Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, Kuwait, 

Luxembourg, Norway, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States as well as ECHO, the Syria 

Humanitarian Fund and UNICEF national committees have generously contributed to ongoing UNICEF humanitarian 

response across Syria. UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude to all public and private partners for this critical support. 

 

UNICEF continued to lead the Water and Sanitation, Education, Nutrition Sectors/Clusters and the Child Protection Area 

of Responsibility and the Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) Group. Further, UNICEF also co-

leads, together with World Vision International, the No Lost Generation Initiative, bringing together 39 UN and NGO 

partners to ensure the protection, education and development of Syrian children, adolescents and young people, within 

the umbrella of the Syria HRP and the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP).  

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Extension of cross-border and crossline assistance: On 9 July, the United Nations Security Council unanimously 
adopted Resolution 2585 extending the use of the Bab al-Hawa border crossing point in northwest Syria (NW Syria) 
for 12 months, providing a lifeline for more than 3.4 million people in need, including some one million children. It also 
calls for a “substantive” UN report to be provided on aid access across the Syria-Turkish border at Bab al-Hawa, after 
six months, with a focus on “transparency in operations, and progress on cross-line access in meeting humanitarian 
needs”.1 

Dara’a Al-Balad: The conflict between the government allied forces with non-state armed groups in Dara’a Al-Balad 

neighbourhood (population: 56,0002) started on 24 June, and also affected two adjacent camps, one hosting Palestinian 

refugees and the other IDPs from Quneitra. According to local sources, infrastructure and services are poor in Dara’a 

Al-Balad, with over 90 per cent of the neighbourhood damaged in clashes since 2011. While an agreement with the 

Dara’a Central Committee was reached on 24 July through Russian mediation, fighting resumed on 28 July. The heavy 

shelling and intensified ground clashes have displaced up to 24,000 people3, including Palestinian refugees, and 

resulted in eight civilian deaths including one woman, one girl and three boys. A hospital was also damaged. The Jaber-

Nassib border crossing was closed on 29 July by the Jordanian authorities. UNICEF and partners are providing health, 

nutrition, water, education and child protection interventions.  

 

COVID-19: From the outset of the pandemic to date, 71,712 cases of COVID-19 have been confirmed in Syria, including 

3,415 deaths. This includes 18,814 cases (768 deaths) reported from northeast Syria (NE Syria) and 26,801 cases (727 

deaths) from NW Syria. While confirmed cases remained low in July, concerning signs remains, such as highest 

positivity rates in As-Sweida (75 per cent), Tartous (65 per cent) and Homs (58 per cent).  

 

 
 

 
1 UN News, 9 July 2021, https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1095602 
2 OCHA, Dara’a Flash Update: Hostilities in Dara’a Governorate, 2 August 2021. 
3 OCHA, Dara’a Flash Update: Hostilities in Dara’a Governorate, 2 August 2021. 
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Escalation of violence in NW Syria: July saw an increase in hostilities in NW Syria. This escalation in fighting killed 

and injured at least 45 children in July alone. This includes six children killed in attacks on Idleb and four children in the 

same family killed in Al-Qastoun Town in Hama. Intensive shelling and airstrikes have been reported in 35 villages in 

Jabal Al-Zawiya in southern Idleb, western Aleppo and al-Ghab Plain in northern Hama. The Response Coordination 

Group documented 791 violations of the 5 March ceasefire agreement since June. Nineteen service and medical 

facilities, camps and schools were reportedly affected by airstrikes, and 65 civilians were killed, including 29 children, 

10 women and five humanitarian workers.4 More than 32,000 displacements took place towards Jarablus, Raju and 

Dana Sub-Districts.5  

 

Alouk water station: Severe interruptions have continued at Alouk water station since May, with a lack of access for 

technicians and insufficient electricity exacerbating the situation. The Alouk water station provides water directly for 

460,000 people in NE Syria while up to one million people are impacted, including many families living in camps and 

informal settlements. Families are reported to be resorting to unsafe water sources to meet their critical needs6. When 

the water station resumed operations on 30 July, it was with only 10 out of 30 submersible pumps and 4 out of 12 

horizontal pumps, leading to limited quantities of drinking water reaching Al-Hasakeh City. The low functionality of pumps 

is largely attributed to concerns over the electricity supply.  

 

A joint statement released by the UN Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator Imran Riza, Regional 

Humanitarian Coordinator Muhannad Hadi and UNICEF Regional Director Ted Chaiban called for the resumption of 

water and electricity services and the protection of civilians’ access to water, and sanitation. This includes safe passage 

and regular and unimpeded access for technical and humanitarian personnel so that Alouk water station can operate 

without further interruption. 
 

Drought conditions and reduced Euphrates River water flow in NE 

Syria: Water levels in the Euphrates River coming from Turkey into Syria 

have decreased from 500 to 214m3 since the start of the year. Within 

Government of Syria controlled areas of Deir-ez-Zor, 11 drinking water 

pumping stations (WPSs) are severely impacted with another 42 

significantly impacted, including the main water source for Deir-ez-Zor City. 

See the WASH Sector section for details on the sector response. 

 

Socioeconomic situation: The cost of the national standard food basket7 

decreased by one per cent from May to June, though it remains 102 per 

cent higher than in June 20208. According to WFP, the decrease is due to 

greater government monitoring of market prices. As prices have increased, 

incomes have not: average household income was reported as 20 per cent 

below expenses, with families having to spend at least half of their income 

on food9. Ninety per cent of the population lives below the poverty line and 

50 per cent of the working-age population is unemployed10. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

 

Health  
In July 2021, 155,490 free medical consultations (68,420 for boys, 68,668 for girls, 2,819 for men11 and 15,583 for 

women) were provided by UNICEF implementing partners through fixed centres and mobile teams in 14 governorates. 

This includes 24,712 consultations in NW Syria and 59,457 consultations in NE Syria (6,166 in Al-Hol Camp). Overall, 

this year, 1,085,602 consultations have been provided across the country. The number of consultations in government-

controlled areas in July remains below the numbers reached in earlier in the year, due to public holidays and fuel prices 

affecting patients’ ability to travel. In July, community volunteers conducted 1,372 home visits to 443 pregnant women 

and 275 new-borns (143 girls) in their villages in 12 governorates, referring 11 women for advanced medical care.   

 

 
4 Mercy Corps Humanitarian Access Team Weekly Report, 16 - 29 July 2021 
5 Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster Displacement Update, July 2021 
6 OCHA, Up to 1 million people at risk due to severe interruptions to Alouk Water Station, 15 July 2021. 
7 A standard food basket is defined as: a group of dry goods providing 2,060 kcal a day for a family of five for a month (37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 
kg lentils, 5 kg sugar and 7L vegetable oil). 
8 WFP, Market Watch Bulletin Issue 79, June 2021. 
9 OCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021, March 2021. 
10 OCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021, March 2021. 
11 The programme targets women and children. 

Figure 2: Impact of decreased water 

levels on water pumping stations 

 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sratement_Allouk_July2021_ForClearance_Revised_15July_2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP-0000130975.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syria_2021_humanitarian_needs_overview.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syria_2021_humanitarian_needs_overview.pdf
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In July, 38,154 children under 1-year (19,110 girls) 

received their third dose of diphtheria, pertussis and 

tetanus (DPT) vaccine, including 7,636 children 

(3,808 girls) in NW Syria. Overall, this year, 261,018 

children have received their third dose of DPT, 

including 65,218 children in NW Syria. In 

government-controlled areas, routine 

immunization figures remain below pre-pandemic 

levels for all vaccines (see Figure 3). To increase the 

uptake of health care services, including routine 

immunization, 43,503 caregivers (217,154 female) 

were reached with health promotion messages in 

July, with 31,184 of these caregivers in NW Syria and 

7,379 in NE Syria (2,024 in Al-Hol Camp). 

 

To date, 159,613 people have received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine through the COVAX facility. This includes 

54,198 people (14,940 women) in NW Syria: 16,702 health care workers, 16,682 social workers and 20,814 patients 

with co-morbidities. An additional 38,878 people have received two doses of other COVID-19 vaccines. Syria is 

expecting to receive an additional 204,000 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine in August from the Government of Sweden 

through COVAX. A further 120 healthcare providers (111 women, with 30 providers trained in NW Syria) were trained 

on detecting, referral and appropriate management of COVID-19 cases in July while 187,624 items of personal 

protective equipment items were distributed, which will serve more than 56,400 health workers. 

 

Nutrition  
In July, UNICEF partners screened 178,671 children under 5 (89,426 girls) for malnutrition, including 60,185 children 

(29,707 girls) in NW Syria. Of these children, 1,444 children (816 girls) were identified with severe acute malnutrition 

(SAM) and enrolled for treatment in outpatient therapeutic programmes supported by UNICEF, including 989 children 

(570 girls) in NW Syria. So far this year, UNICEF and partners have admitted 6,634 children with SAM for treatment, 49 

per cent of the annual target. UNICEF is intensifying efforts to expand its implementing partnerships to improve the 

reach of screening and treatment during the second half of 2021 in the face of the deteriorating socioeconomic situation, 

which is constraining access to key services for households who are struggling to meet their basic needs.   

 

Stock shortages of multiple micronutrients due to logistical constraints in government-controlled areas the first half of 

2021 have now been resolved. In July, 77,960 beneficiaries (13,834 boys, 13,890 girls and 55,864 women) were 

provided with micronutrient supplements, including 15,309 children (7,637 girls) and 28,994 women in NW Syria. 

UNICEF and its partners also reached 99,077 caregivers (93,784 women) in July, including 18,320 from NW Syria, with 

awareness raising sessions focusing on the prevention of malnutrition, breastfeeding and appropriate infant and young 

child feeding practices. Focus group discussions before and after the sessions showing improved knowledge among 

mothers and caregivers.  

 

Nutrition Sector 

From January to June 2021, the Nutrition Sector reached 617,835 children under 5 (315,525 girls) and 642,103 pregnant 

and lactating women with lifesaving preventive and curative nutrition services, covering 232 out of the country’s 270 

subdistricts and 23 per cent of people in need (PIN) of assistance. This includes 582,247 beneficiaries reached in sub-

districts where needs are considered severe, 30 per cent of the PIN in this category.  

 

Data from Al-Hasakeh and Ar-Raqqa Governorates showed increased numbers of children identified with MAM and 

SAM compared to previous months. Poor hygienic conditions, unclean drinking water, hot weather and low purchasing 

power to buy healthy food have contributed to this increase, exacerbated by COVID-19 and the reduced flow of 

Euphrates River. Nutrition Sector partners, including UNICEF and WFP, have prepositioned preventive and curative 

nutrition supplies in their warehouses in Qamishli as part of the sector preparedness plan, and nutrition services continue 

to be delivered to children under 5 and pregnant and lactating women. The Nutrition Sector also contributed to the 

emergency response in Dara’a Al-Balad, distributing 1,500 rations in the form of Ready to Eat Food along with preventive 

and curative nutrition supplies to local partners and relevant authorities. 

 

85%

73% 73%
77%80%

70%
74% 72%

78%

69% 71% 74%

BCG Penta/DPT3 MMR2 IPV2

Figure 3: National routine immunization rates, 
January to June, 2019 to 2021
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Child Protection  
In July, UNICEF and partners provided explosive ordnance risk 

education (EORE) to 24,111 children (12,210 girls) and 5,798 

caregivers (4,279 females)12 including 7,221 in NW Syria to prevent 

and respond to the risk of explosive devices. This brings the total for 

2021 to 629,955 people reached in 14 governorates. EORE activities 

were carried out through mobile teams and at static facilities, with a 

special focus on areas highly affected by explosive ordnance. 

 

In NE Syria, UNICEF and its implementing partners provided 

lifesaving child protection interventions to boys and girls inside and 

outside the IDP camps of Ar-Raqqa and Al-Hasakeh. Deir-ez-Zor is 

now covered by a full package of child protection services 

(psychosocial support for children and parents, parenting 

programmes, case management and awareness sessions on EORE, 

gender-based violence-GBV and child protection) through 11 fixed 

facilities and 13 mobile teams operated by five active partners. Two 

new partners are reaching Al Mayadeen and Al Bokamal in Deir-ez-

Zor through mobile teams, areas which were heavily affected by ISIL 

control. 

 

UNICEF continues the provision of 24/7 caregiving services for 73 unaccompanied children (25 girls) in an interim care 

centre of Al-Hol Camp, including psychosocial support, case management, life-skills and other basic social services 

such as health and education. UNICEF is supporting advocacy efforts for the reunification of unaccompanied and 

separated Syrian, Iraqi and other third-country national children. Four siblings (two girls) were reunified with their 

relatives in Hajin Sub-District in Deir-ez-Zor in July through the coordination efforts of UNICEF-supported child protection 

case managers. In addition, UNICEF continued contact with all families in the camp and its extension providing services 

as well as advocating for their repatriation. UNICEF also continued also to facilitate and expediate the repatriation 

process as needed for third-country national children to their home countries.  

 

In July, 18,586 children (9,082 girls) including 2,680 children in NW Syria were reached with structured and sustained 

child protection and psychosocial support services to help children cope with stress and regain a sense of balance 

and normality, bringing the total number of children and caregivers reached since the beginning of the year to 151,731. 

Feedback from implementing partners in Latakia highlighted an appreciation of psychosocial activities, particularly those 

focusing on positive engagement and strengthening protective factors. Support was also provided to 4,178 parents and 

primary caregivers (3,353 females) including 666 in NW Syria through parenting programmes to enhance their skills 

and knowledge to care for and protect their children, for a total of 26,102 parents and caregivers reached this year. 

 

Awareness raising also continued. Through participatory approaches, 2,048 girls, 2,086 boys, 1,035 women and 560 

men received information on how they can best be involved in child protection prevention and response. Meanwhile, 

GBV awareness raising was provided in July through campaigns and door-to-door to 6,862 children (3,569 girls) and 

3,647 caregivers (2,715 women), including 1,335 children and caregivers in NE Syria. In NW Syria, in July, 992 

beneficiaries (414 boys, 198 girls, 171 men and 209 women) were reached with GBV prevention or empowerment 

activities.  

 

In partnership with ILO, UNICEF continued case management of children engaged in child labour in Aleppo, 

identifying 20 new cases (8 girls) in July and engaging them through the Supporting Children’s Rights through Education 

and the Arts and the Media (SCREAM) programme. SCREAM aims to promote social awareness on child labour. In 

addition, 47 family members (36 female) of children engaged in labour participated in vocational training to help them 

generate income so children can be released from labour. Similarly, in Latakia partners identified 103 cases of child 

labour and reached 146 children through the SCREAM project, while 33 children were registered in private institutions 

for vocational trainings.  

 

Child Protection Area of Responsibility (AOR) 
The Child Protection AOR conducted a workshop to review the results of the Cluster Coordination Performance 

Monitoring survey. Based on the results of the survey and workshop, the Child Protection AOR drafted an Action Plan 

for the second half of 2021. The plan is under review by sector members and the Strategic Advisory Group. Jointly with 

 
12 For a total of 45,408 beneficiaries – children and caregivers – reached in July. 

A mobile team providing EORE to children and 

caregivers in Twieneh, Madiq Castel Sub-

District, a newly accessible are in northwest 

Hama. ©UNICEF/2021/ H. Alshiekh Ali 
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the Protection Sector and its AORs, the CP AOR drafted a Response Plan for reduction of the Euphrates River and 

drought response across Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa, Deir-ez-Zor and Aleppo. This includes working with the Mine Action 

AOR and WASH Sector to increase awareness that water does not disarm explosives, but rather makes them unstable. 

 

The Child Protection Sub-Cluster in NW Syria established a Child Protection-Cash Working Group (CP-CWG) Task 

Force in coordination with the CWG to provide guidance on cash assistance to vulnerable and at-risk children and their 

families/caregivers in NW Syria. The group will support the provision of the most appropriate type of cash and voucher 

assistance, including potentially multipurpose cash. A terms of reference was finalized for a consultant to conduct a 

child labour and community-level assessment for NW Syria, supported by one of the Case Management Task Forces 

(under the Child Protection Sub-Cluster). Finally, 120 child protection community committee members were trained 

under the anti-violence against children campaign. 

 

Education  
UNICEF  supported 6,753 children (3,433 girls) including 5,857 children (3,071 girls) in NE Syria with educational 

services and supplies in formal settings in July, for a total of 218,671 children supported this year. In non-formal 

education (NFE) settings, an additional 60,254 children (35,427 girls) including 13,851 children (7,302 girls) in NE Syria 

also received educational support in July. So far this year, UNICEF has supported 494,601 children with NFE; of these 

children, 529 children (274 girls) have transitioned to formal education settings. Together, from January 2021, 648,443 

children (333,138 girls) have been supported across formal education and NFE settings in 14 governorates, including 

7,823 children with disabilities.  

 

July also saw UNICEF provide safe, equitable and quality education to 14,802 new children in NW Syria. This included 

the provision of learning materials to 3,417 children (1,719 girls) in formal education settings and 5,615 children (2,648 

girls) in NFE. Through an Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) assessment of 10,033 children enrolled in 

catch up classes in NW Syria, 8,503 children moved up a level and 1,503 transferred to formal education. On a four-

point scale, average scores for English increased from 1.1 to 3.2 from the pre to post-test, while Arabic scores 

increased from 1.3 to 3.4 and Math from 1.3 to 3.3. 

 

To encourage parents, caregivers and community leaders to send 

children back to school, UNICEF conducted Back-to-Learning (BTL) 

campaigns reaching 9,043 people (5,005 female) in July, for a total of 

116,186 people in 2021. To encourage families to register their children 

in NFE programmes in NE Syria, a community mobilization campaign was 

undertaken with door-to-door visits, meetings with key community 

members and distribution of printed materials. Thirty volunteers met with 

1,200 households during the 10-day campaign. An additional 1,170 

children (586 girls) were reached through the BTL campaign in NW Syria. 

 

To contribute to quality learning outcomes and skills development, 

significant investments have been made in the training of education 

personnel. UNICEF trained 3,485 teachers (1,264 female) in July on 

child-centred and protective pedagogy and positive classroom 

management for education in emergencies. Distance and/or home-

based learning options have been offered to 69,071 children (35,505 

girls) to ensure the continuity of learning during the intermittent school 

closures related to COVID-19.  

 

UNICEF and partners also ensure the availability of psychosocial support 

for children in formal and non-formal settings in NW Syria. In July, 6,479 

children (3,129 girls) were supported with school-based psychosocial 

support and 22 children (9 girls) were provided with child protection case management referrals.  

 

In NE Syria, the 2021 first round of Grade 9 and 12 national exams saw an increase in the success rates in Ar-Raqqa 

Governorate but a decline in Al-Hasakeh13 compared to 2020 results. Exam results of students from IDP camps in NE 

Syria participating in UNICEF-supported NFE programmes were also impressive also given their challenging living 

conditions: 45 of the 66 Grade 9 students enrolled in these NFE programmes in IDP camps passed the national exams. 

Grade 9 certificates facilitate the integration of NFE students into formal education. NFE programmes are essential in 

 
13 Note: General results from the exams are not yet available; information from NE Syria based on local sources.  

©UNICEF/Syria Door to door visits for 

BTL campaign in Raqqa 
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NE Syria as they are the only source of learning for many children who are affected by the protracted crisis. In July 

2021, UNICEF also supported the training of 150 NFE teachers (95 female). The training covered active learning 

strategies, multi-grade class management, lesson preparation, psychosocial support and child-centred approaches.  

 

Education Sector Response 

A second, supplementary round of National Certificate Examinations was held for Grade 12 students from 1 to 15 August 

2021. According to the Ministry of Education, 937 crossline/border students registered to attend exams: Aleppo (600), 

Ar-Raqqa (250), Deir-ez-Zor (50), Hama (24) and Rural Damascus (13). As of 31 July, 357 students (158 girls) were 

received in 10 accommodation centres. To provide these students in these centres with a safe and conducive 

environment, inter-sectoral partners14 contributed transportation; mobile health clinics; hot meals; ready to eat food 

baskets; remedial lessons; and protection services. The Ministry of Education contributed mobile health clinics, 

transportation and sterilization of accommodation centres in Aleppo.  

 

In collaboration with the Accountability to Affected Populations (AAP) Task Force, the Education Sector conducted a 

sub-national training workshop on AAP on 6 July for 24 Sub-National Education Sector Coordinators and partner staff 

from 11 organizations. The workshop aimed to provide participants with the skills to integrate AAP into their educational 

interventions. This was the fourth round of training; 71 individuals have been trained to date. 

 

As the cluster co-lead agency, UNICEF provides technical support to the Education Cluster in NW Syria and facilitates 

the coordination of more than 100 cluster members. In July 2021, the Education Cluster conducted a warehouse 

contingency survey to take stock of the cluster’s collective capacity to respond to sudden displacements. Stationery, 

school bags, textbooks and other school and recreational materials are available for approximately 60,000 children in 

case of emergencies. In addition, the Education Cluster’s media messages taskforce is at the final stage of developing 

a multimedia package (online and offline materials for students, teachers and caregivers on self-learning, COVID-19 

and psychosocial support) and materials will be tested in upcoming weeks. The cluster is also in the process of 

establishing an Education Cash Working Group (CWG). 

 

WASH  
In terms of safe drinking water, in July, UNICEF supported new access to safe water for 331,504 people (90,584 boys, 

88,854 girls, 75,212 men, 76,854 women) in Aleppo, Idleb and Al-Hasakeh Governorates, increasing the total reach to 

1,455,669 people (382,807 boys, 369,707 girls, 342,256 men, 360,899 women) out of four million people for the year. 

In July, UNICEF completed the installation of one water tank in Aleppo City and three water tanks in Hweijeineh and 

Abu Jrin Al-Safira communities in Aleppo Governorate. In addition, UNICEF provided Tal Hasel, Al Aziza and As-Sfira 

communities in Aleppo with water purification units to ensure the provision of safe drinking water to these communities. 

In NE Syria, UNICEF completed the operation and maintenance of six wells in Al-Hasakeh Governorate. In NW Syria, 

324,519 people have benefited from water station operational support, sanitation infrastructure and solid waste 

management in 2021, 40 per cent of whom are IDPs.  

 

During the reporting period, UNICEF continued the provision of emergency lifesaving WASH services for 702,242 

people (183,324 boys, 194,891 girls, 152,291 men, 171,736 women) in Al-Hasakeh, Idleb, Aleppo and Rural Damascus, 

including water trucking for the residents in IDP camps and collective shelters in NE Syria and rural Aleppo as well as 

returnees in Rural Damascus, benefiting 191,557 people (44,807 boys, 42,935 girls, 48,667 men, 55,148 women). 

Lifesaving water and sanitation services have also been provided to 413,859 IDPs in NW Syria while hygiene kits were 

supplied to 237,980 IDPs including 89,129 IDPs in July 2021. 

 

In IDP camps including Al-Hol, the availability of clean water has become even more critical in the summer months 

while being constrained by frequent disruptions to Alouk water station, reduced supply from the Euphrates River and a 

volatile informal currency exchange rate. In July, UNICEF supported 11,992 IDPs (3,914 boys, 4,012 girls, 753 men, 

3,313 women) out of 64,627 IDPs residents in Al-Hol Camp through monthly lifesaving activities such as water trucking. 

UNICEF faces major challenges in maintaining adequate water trucking in Al-Hol Camp where UNICEF is forced to 

draw from use distant water sources (over 40 km) increasing related costs. In addition to water trucking, UNICEF also 

established a water safety plan for Al-Hol, to ensure the regular provision of safe drinking water to the IDPs.  

 

In terms of WASH in schools, UNICEF supported nine schools in Aleppo with nine prefabricated toilets in July, 

improving access for 3,916 students (1,852 girls) to gender-responsive and child-friendly WASH facilities that also 

address the special needs of children with disabilities. So far this year, 133,522 students (64,332 girls) out of 390,000 

 
14 UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, WHO, NRC, SARC and Social Care 



   

 

8 

 

targeted students have been supported by WASH interventions in schools. The rehabilitation of WASH facilities in 10 

additional schools is expected to be completed in advance of the new school year. 

 

In July, UNICEF conducted hygiene promotion sessions for 3,038 people (840 boys, 920 girls, 1,278 women). These 

sessions include handwashing activities and group discussions. So far UNICEF has reached 435,062 people (122,757 

boys, 131,633 girls, 82,503 men, 98,169 women) with these sessions in 2021. RCCE for COVID-19 in NW Syria has 

reached 426,314 people this year, including 30,518 people newly reached in July 2021.  

 

The lack of local production or importation of sodium hypochlorite in Syria poses major risks for the availability of safe 

water. UNICEF secures the majority of the local requirements for sodium hypochlorite to disinfect all water systems in 

the country, ensuring the provision of safe drinking water to around 13.6 million people across Syria. Drinking water 

safety was also guaranteed for over 475,000 people in NW Syria through water disinfection. 

 

WASH Sector Response 

In June 2021, the WASH Sector reached 1,620,204 beneficiaries (382,869 men, 467,683 women, 361,022 girls and 

408,630 boys) in government-controlled areas. This includes 1,062,804 people supported through water and sanitation 

systems while 660,158 people were reached with humanitarian WASH services and supplies. An additional 2.2 million 

people were reached through water systems in NW Syria by WASH Sector partners, along with 1.6 million people 

reached with water trucking and 1.4 million with improved sanitation systems. 

 

In response to the interruptions to Alouk water station, WASH sector partners continue to undertake emergency water 

trucking, delivering 4,426 m3 per day for 169,000 people. An additional $400,000 per month is urgently required to 

sustain emergency water trucking operations at current levels. Separately, UNICEF at country, regional and 

headquarters levels (in close coordination with the Resident Coordinator / Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office, OCHA 

and ICRC) continues to advocate for unhindered safe humanitarian access to the water station, and also to the electricity 

network that supports the station. 

 

UNICEF, as the WASH Sector lead, and within the framework of the Syria Humanitarian Country Team paper on the 

water situation, developed a WASH Sector Response Plan on the reduced Euphrates River flows and drought 

conditions.  The Plan is costed at $12 million; considering available funds, there remains a $9.9 million gap. With 

available funds, sector partners (including PUI, UNICEF, UNDP and WHO) are implementing planned priority activities. 

For example, the Directorate of Water Establishment, and with support from UNICEF has retrofitted and lengthened the 

water intake at 10 drinking water pumping stations, while UNICEF has 

also procured supplies for a further five drinking water pumping stations.  

Adolescent Development and Participation (ADAP)  
During July 2021, 41,936 young people (21,671 female) benefited from 

ADAP services in 13 governorates, including 4,975 young people (2,798 

females) from NE Syria and 116 (62 female) with disabilities through 25 

UNICEF-supported adolescent friendly spaces in partnership with local 

organizations. Thirty-eight ADAP service providers and youth workers 

(12 females) were trained to develop their capacity, skills and knowledge 

on life-skills and citizenship education, as well as their facilitation skills, 

to deliver high quality services and sessions to the targeted youth and 

adolescents. 

 

Out of the total reach for July, 5,823 young people (2,934 female) 

participated in life-skills and citizenship education programmes in 

NFE settings to enhance their resilience and develop their 

communication, negotiation and collaboration skills as well as to 

promote basic literacy and employability skills. In addition, 2,485 young 

people (1,533 female) participated in non-formal vocational education 

opportunities including mobile phone maintenance, AutoCAD, first aid, 

hairdressing and English and Russian languages. After the training, 

youth are encouraged to find job opportunities and support their 

communities and peers. For example, a group of nine youths (all male) 

who had recently completed a vocational training course on refrigeration 

and air conditioning repair started an initiative to fix refrigerators for poor 

families in their neighbourhood.  

 

Food Quality, Food Safety:   
To celebrate the first batch of youth who 
graduated from a UNICEF project in 
cooperation with the Technical Institute of 
Tourism and Hotels Sciences, a group of 
28 girls and 25 boys wanted to 
demonstrate what they learned in a small 
reception attended by UNICEF, the 
Directorate and Chamber of Tourism in 
Aleppo and private and public sector 
representatives. Guests were welcomed 
by the graduates. They were then 
presented with drinks from the bartending 
graduates followed by a session on Food 
Quality and Safety presented by the 
students, finishing with dishes presented 
by the culinary graduates. 
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To increase social cohesion and civic and digital engagement, 33,157 young people (13,237 female) including 3,752 

(2,087 female) in NE Syria were supported to design, lead and implement their own initiatives. So far this year, 161,643 

adolescents and youth have participated in these activities. Sports for development activities also continued, with 3,249 

youth (1,422 female) including IDPs and young people with disabilities encouraged to participate in friendly sessions of 

football, chess, ping pong and swimming, among others.  

 

Social Protection and Cash Transfers  
During the reporting period, UNICEF has implemented two humanitarian social protection and cash transfer 

interventions: (i) Integrated Social Protection Programme for Children with Disabilities; (ii) the Cash for Basic Needs 

Support Programme.  

 

During July, 4,753 children with disabilities were 

supported, out of whom 1,097 were reached for the first time 

in Hama (899) and Homs (198), including 469 girls. This 

brings the total to 9,702 children with severe disabilities 

(3,973 girls) reached in Aleppo, Homs, Hama, Al-Hasakeh 

and Rural Damascus in 2021 (see figure 4 for geographic 

breakdown). During this period, children enrolled in the 

programme received regular cash assistance together with 

case management to support their social inclusion and 

increase their access to key specialized education and health 

services. The programme has now reached 69 per cent of its 

target for the year, though some difficulties still exist, 

including a lack of timely and sufficient funds and the limited 

financial capacity of financial service providers (FSPs)15. 

 

The Cash for Basic Needs Support Programme focuses 

on families with children in urban and peri-urban slums. It 

consists of a one-time unconditional cash transfer to families 

of children (0 to 17 years old) that helps families cope with 

the deteriorating living conditions during emergencies. In 

July, 132 families were reached in Lattakia, Tartous, Homs 

and Rural Damascus. This raises the number of beneficiaries 

in 2021 to 21,174 households with 51,372 children, including 

24,291 girls and 522 children with disabilities in Rural 

Damascus, Homs, Tartous and Lattakia (see figure 5 for 

geographic breakdown). Out of the overall beneficiary 

families, 12,301 are from host communities while 4,397 are 

IDPs and 4,476 are returnees. 

 

Four post-distribution monitoring surveys have been conducted in Rural Damascus, Homs, Tartous and Lattakia to 

understand the efficiency, effectiveness and impact of the Cash for Basic Needs Support Programme. A survey 

conducted in Rural Damascus in April, showed the importance of the programme to covering the basic needs of the 

beneficiary families (food and NFIs), the majority of whom had not received other external assistance in the three months 

prior to the survey. 

 

Communication for Development (C4D), Community Engagement and Accountability for Affected 

Populations (AAP)   
In July, UNICEF engaged 23,755 individuals (16,806 females) in RCCE activities, including for Demand Generation 

Communication (DGC) on COVID-19 vaccination. UNICEF rolled out a four-day training of trainers for 26 staff 

members (19 women) from the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) on RCCE and DGC for the COVID-19 vaccine, 

including a focus on hesitancy management and other practical sessions. A lack of clear messages and challenges 

related to vaccine refusal were among the main concerns of the trainees. In response, UNICEF disseminated a list of 

key messages with messaging tactics and advised the implementing partner to leverage individuals who already have 

vaccine acceptance and to focus on managing hesitancy of people who are not anti-vaccine first, as these people have 

the potential to become promoters of vaccine themselves. 

 

 
15 UNICEF is negotiating a contract with a third FSP to expand the funds distributed in a given month. 

355

2,956

3,423

1,187

1,781

Aleppo Hassakeh Hama Homs RD

Figure 4: Children with disabilities supported 
through the integrated programme

4,880 5,034

6,761

4,499

Homs Lattakia RD Tartous

Figure 5: Households supported with cash 
assistance



   

 

10 

 

UNICEF completed a Social and Behavioural Change (SBC) Strategy and tools for COVID-19 RCCE. The Strategy 

is based on an analysis of behavioural factors and the enabling environment in Syria (with specific focus on NE Syria) 

regarding adherence to COVID-19 precautions and vaccine uptake. Based on this analysis, the strategy proposes a 

science-based set of tactics and tools that will help guide health authorities, UN and other stakeholders work in 

promoting adherence to COVID-19 precautions and vaccine acceptance. 

 

In NE Syria, to support the roll-out of the second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, a social media campaign was launched 

on NE Syria platforms, including through Facebook pages and WhatsApp groups. In addition, UNICEF engaged 94 

community leaders and 90 community workers with orientation sessions, as well as 2,795 individuals through 

community-based dialogue, and 3,117 children and adolescents through recreational activities. In Al-Hol Camp, 60 

UNICEF-supported volunteers reached 5,567 individuals with messages promoting COVID-19 precautions and demand 

for the vaccine. 

 

From 4 to 6 July, UNICEF and the Ministry of Health conducted a workshop to update the National Communication 

Strategy for Immunization, which aims to increase routine immunization coverage to 90 per cent across all Syrian 

governorates by harnessing the power of context-relevant SBC communication tactics. It was agreed that the 

bottlenecks and challenges to immunization have shifted, with economic burdens now considered one of the main 

barriers Syria wide, in addition to the potential funding gaps organizations are likely to face. The workshop focused on 

identifying innovative, budget-friendly and cost-effective approaches including social media platforms and social media 

influencers and investing more in community mobilizers.  

 

Human Interest Stories and External Media  
During the reporting period, the Syria Country Office (SCO) highlighted its support to Grades 9 and 12 students crossing 

lines to sit for their national exams, including in Ar-Raqqa and Aleppo. UNICEF also documented youth-led support 

provided to national exam students in Aleppo. Underlining its efforts to support children’s education, SCO published 

human-interest stories about its back-to-learning awareness interventions in east Ghouta, self-learning programming in 

Al-Hasakeh and educational support interventions reaching children and educators in Areesheh Camp, NE Syria. 

 

Marking World Youth Skills Day, UNICEF SCO issued a story about young people in Rural Damascus supporting their 

community. Using photo sets from Al-Hol Camp, NE Syria, and Damascus, SCO underlined its continued support to the 

rollout of COVID-19 vaccine in Syria through the COVAX facility partnership and by reaching demand generation with 

risk communication and community engagement campaigns. SCO documented its water trucking emergency support 

to children and families in Al-Hasakeh in light of Alouk water station interruptions with a photo album. Lastly, through a 

human-interest story from Rural Damascus, SCO also highlighted its child protection interventions such as psychosocial 

support and case management. 

  

https://www.unicef.org/mena/stories/grade-9-students-journey-sit-their-national-exams?fbclid=IwAR1ufZhALKzDFXWs893HzPdqiLSDHKia4DFt6B9IzYcPpXL8SGf2LDA4smg
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/posts/4346610465390560
https://www.unicef.org/mena/stories/grade-12-students-journey-sit-their-national-exams?fbclid=IwAR2ov2SEJTxLMjUXnKejy-FolJsxGc5-8pI0R9mJalzwquVjWkvcWovM2oM
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/posts/4401659169885689
https://www.unicef.org/mena/stories/education-and-art?fbclid=IwAR1J_0zxSa4tfMLLKovdWhRPQY9XGr201KoTTSAjHDNNw2b1KnCXPgbMZkQ
https://www.unicef.org/mena/stories/yassers-confidence-grows-through-education
https://www.unicef.org/mena/stories/too-bold-stop-dreaming
https://www.unicef.org/mena/stories/make-it-distribute-it-sell-it?fbclid=IwAR0vyHBrIgB548DrZIlRpWKlr2XxDKNdiGW1uihfnWsCQVZ-pQeCf7CLLjQ
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/posts/4378690365515903
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/posts/4401789313206008
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/posts/4386786408039632
https://www.unicef.org/mena/stories/life-rebuilt
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Annex A: Summary of Programme Results 
 

   UNICEF and IPs response Sector response16 

Sector 
Overall 
Needs 

2021 

target17 
Total results 

Change since last 
report 

2021 target Total results 
Change 

since last 
report 

Health 

# children aged 6 to 59 months 
vaccinated against polio 

12.4M 

3,200,000 3,415,48918 0    

# children and women accessing 
primary health care in UNICEF-
supported facilities 

1,800,000 1,085,602 155,490    

# health care facility staff and 
community health workers trained on 
infection prevention and control 

1,000 615 120    

Nutrition 

# children aged 6 to 59 months with 
severe acute malnutrition admitted 
for treatment 

4.9M 

13,500 6,63419 1,444 17,447 6,595  1,821  

# primary caregivers of children aged 
0 to 23 months receiving infant and 
young child feeding counselling 

1,450,000 687,97720 99,077 915,063 937,982  151,457  

# children and pregnant and lactating 
women receiving micronutrients 

960,000 527,569 77,960 2,563,000  484,07221  85,438  

Child Protection, GBVIE & PESA 

# children and caregivers accessing 
mental health and psychosocial 
support 

5.9M 

415,000 151,73122 18,586 880,000 410,914 69,828 

# women, girls and boys accessing 
gender-based violence risk 
mitigation, prevention or response 
interventions 

120,500 84,181 10,611    

# children accessing explosive 
weapons-related risk education and 
survivor assistance interventions 

2,380,000 629,95523 29,909    

Education 

# children supported with 
educational services and supplies in 
formal settings 

6.9M 

1,750,000 218,67124 6,104 3,300,000 1,335,112 152,575 

# children in non-formal education 
benefiting from education services 

400,000 494,60125 42,985 1,256,530 604,390 5,884 

# teachers and education personnel 
trained 

44,000 11,59226 3,276 76,524 14,709 0 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 

# people accessing a sufficient 
quantity of safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

12.2M 

4,140,000 1,455,66927 234,066 8,000,000 2,770,409  184,868  

# people reached with handwashing 
behaviour change programmes 

550,000 435,062 33,556 5,500,000 1,579,870  106,712  

# people have improved access to 
sanitation services 

1,360,000 984,739 028 4,000,000 1,413,053  378,817  

 

 

 

 

 
16 Sectors results as of April 2021. 
17 2020 targets have been retained; updated targets for 2021 will be added once the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan is finalized. 
18 Over-reach due, in part, to IDP movements and insufficiently reliable population data. 
19 Underachievement due to data gaps and fewer children identified with SAM during screening (noting that screening levels have not declined). 
20 Underachievement due to data gaps. 
21 Underachievement in micronutrients due to import challenges. 
22 Underachievement due to delayed approvals and funding gaps, which are particularly acute in NW Syria.  
23 Underachievement due to delayed approvals and funding gaps, which are particularly acute in NW Syria. 
24 Formal education is a seasonal indicator, with the response starting in September with the opening of the academic year. 
25 The significant over-reach is due to Self-Learning Materials that were purchased late in 2020 and distributed in mid-2021. The target will be 
modified with the 2021 targets. 
26 Teacher training activities remain critically under-funded. 
27 Slow progress as water system projects take on average four to five months to complete, at which point results will be reported. 
28 Four sanitation projects are underway and expected to be completed within two months. 
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Social Protection & Cash Transfers 

# households reached with 
humanitarian cash transfers across 
sectors 

 

86,000 21,17429  132    

# girls and boys protected from 
extreme weather through the 
provision of non-food items 

490,000 84,525 0    

Adolescents & Youth 

# adolescents and youth aged 10 to 
24 years promoting social cohesion 
and civic engagement at the 
community level 

 

200,000 161,643 33,157    

# affected adolescents and youth 
aged 10 to 24 years receiving life-
skills and citizenship education and 
employability skills 

300,000 55,06230 5,823    

C4D, Community Engagement & AAP 

# people participating in 
engagement actions for social and 
behavioural change 

 1,002,500 2,158,32131 678,255    

 

 

Annex B: Funding Status  

Section Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Health $38,819,971 $9,932,157 $6,095,740 $22,792,073 59% 

Nutrition $23,920,391 $4,041,820 $3,371,929 $16,506,642 69% 

Child Protection, GBViE & PSEA $34,221,760 $4,190,324 $5,110,860 $24,920,576 73% 

Education $74,666,581 $23,750,611 $10,729,076 $40,186,894 54% 

WASH $98,314,219 $27,289,078 $12,680,355 $58,344,787 59% 

Social Protection & Cash Transfers $48,850,736 $3,686,308 $8,754,090 $36,410,339 75% 

Adolescents & Youth $10,912,957 $2,741,706 $1,288,323 $6,882,928 63% 

C4D, Community Engagement & AAP $1,119,960 $247,394 - $872,566 78% 

Being allocated  $527,501    

Total $330,826,575 $76,406,899 $48,030,372 $206,389,304 62% 

*Funding for COVAX demand generation has been made available as part of health, and C4D funds have also been integrated into relevant sector 
funds. 

 

Next SitRep: 20 September 2021 
  
UNICEF Syria Crisis: https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/syrian-crisis    
UNICEF Syria Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 
 

 

 
29 Underachievement due to delayed approvals and limited capacity of Financial Service Providers. UNICEF is developing agreements with 
additional providers. 
30 Programming faces underfunding and delayed approvals. 
31 Due to the recent establishment of reporting mechanisms required for this indicator, it is being reported for the first time in this sitrep. Significant 
over-reach in the response is due to the fact that the planned target includes the caseload of Health and Education programmes only, while all other 
programmes are reporting now against it. The target will be modified with the 2021 targets. 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Bo Viktor Nylund 
Representative  
UNICEF Syria Country Office 
Tel:  +963 (0) 993369456 
Email: bvnylund@unicef.org 

Ghada Kachachi 
Deputy Representative  
UNICEF Syria Country Office 
Tel:  +963 (0)11 6191300 
Email:  gkachachi@unicef.org 

Melinda Young 
Senior Emergency Advisor 
UNICEF MENA Regional Office 
Tel:  +962 (0) 7 9513 5290 
Email: meyoung@unicef.org 

https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/syrian-crisis
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/

