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Regional Working Group Meeting on Accountability to Affected People (AAP) 
& Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA)  

Asia Pacific 
 

 
Date: 9 December 2021, 14:00 – 15:30 BKK Time 
Venue: Virtual (MS Teams) 
Participants: Around 50 participants attended the meeting including AAP and PSEA focal points and 
experts at the regional level and inter-agency coordinators, co-chairs of WG at the country level 
Co-chairs AAP: OCHA, Plan International 
Co-chairs PSEA: IOM, UNFPA, UNICEF 

 

 
Regional updates 
Work plan monitoring 2021, Biplav Pradhan (OCHA) 

• Seven countries were provided with tailored support on AAP, compared to six countries 
requesting support at the beginning of the year. 

• 18 countries were provided tailored support on PSEA, compared to eight countries requesting 
support at the start of the year. 

• A regional mapping exercise on AAP is moved to early 2022 due to the revitalisation of some 
working groups in countries to capture updated structure. Some country-level mapping 
exercises have taken place in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

• A regional mapping exercise on PSEA has been maintained and updated. The dashboard is 
available here. 

• Three countries have developed their AAP action plans. 17 countries have developed their PSEA 
action plan (please refer to PPT slides for details). 

• There are ongoing initiatives in Indonesia and the Philippines with an inter-agency community 
voices platform to track and respond to community needs and priorities including SEA. 

• One tips sheet on data protection policy is under discussion and development with GBV, to 
provide guidance to countries on ensuring safe and ethical data received from communities. 

• Some countries (e.g. Afghanistan, Myanmar and Bangladesh) have integrated AAP and PSEA to 
some extent into their humanitarian planning (such as, HNOs, HRPs, contingency plan or 
response plan). 

• Documentation on AAP and PSEA stories from countries is under development. 

• There is room for improvement in cross-cutting areas with cash, anticipatory and climate 
change, which will be further looked into in 2022. 

More details are available in the attached presentation. 
 

 
2022 PSEA Strategy, Maria Scicchitano (Co-chair) 

• Some WG members have provided feedback on the 2022 PSEA Strategy and they have been 
incorporated in the latest version. Co-chair requested other members to review if they haven’t 
done so already. 

• While the Strategy may seem ambitious, it is possible to implement it if we all work together. 

• The PSEA inter-agency implementation status in the Asia Pacific region as of 1 December 2021 
shows that out of 25 countries requested for information, 17 countries provided the 
information. Six countries have a dedicated PSEA Coordinator, five countries have active PSEA 

https://sites.google.com/view/psea-coordination-dashboard
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steering committees, 14 countries have active PSEA networks, 17 countries have 2021 work 
plan, nine countries have inter-agency SEA reporting SOPs, seven countries have inter-agency 
information sharing protocols, and eight countries have active inter-agency SEA reporting 
channels. More progress is expected in 2022. 

• The expected outcome for 2022 is: 100% of countries across the Asia Pacific region have a fully 
functional PSEA inter-agency mechanism by the end of 2022. The key strategic lines to 
contribute to the outcome are the following: simplification of the governance structure, revision 
of the methodology for in-country support, and strategic collaborations inside and outside the 
Asia Pacific region. 

• The key activities to translate the Strategy into action include the following: simplification and 
democratisation of governance structure, new blended learning strategy, intra-regional 
consultation on PSEA in development settings, inclusion of NGOs and donors, strengthening 
diversity component, and increased collaboration with GBV actors. 

More details are available in the attached presentation. 
 
Q&A/comments 

• Sujata Tuladhar (UNFPA) congratulated the PSEA team for the accomplishments in 2021. 

• Farrukh Toirov (FAO Pakistan) mentioned the need to integrate PSEA into development work 
just like in humanitarian work and that referral mechanisms need to be in place. Maria extended 
her support. Husni (co-chair) noted the importance of the humanitarian-development nexus and 
showed interest in documenting PSEA work in Pakistan. 

 
Country Updates 
Nepal: Community perception influences Anticipatory Action initiative (Smriti Pant, UNRCO Nepal) 
 

• A community perception was conducted after the unseasonal heavy rains, floods and landslides 
in Nepal. 1,100 household interviews and 15 focus group discussions took place in 12 districts of 
Nepal, including the areas covered by the CERF Anticipatory Action pilot. 52% of the 
respondents were male and 48% were female. 

• The majority of respondents reported loss of crops, followed by homes destroyed/damaged and 
damage to land. Others reported damage to assets, loss of livestock and people’s displacement. 

• The priority needs following the disaster included food and livelihood support. Other needs 
were long-term shelter and clean water.  

• The preferred mode of humanitarian assistance was cash.  

• The respondents mentioned cash support for food, livelihood and long-term shelter, whereas 
they preferred in-kind support for clean water. 

• As the heavy rains occurred after the monsoon season was officially over, most of the 
respondents reported not receiving any early warning messages. However, those who reported 
that they received an early warning message, most of them said it was clear. 

• People made their evacuation decisions mainly based on flood water observation and having 
seen their neighbors evacuate.  

• The focus group discussions found that people preferred to receive waterproof containers 
before the disaster, followed by other assistance such as cash, tarpaulins, ropes, and safe 
storage facilities.  

• The findings of the survey will inform the revision of the CERF Anticipatory Action pilot in Nepal 
for 2022. 
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Q&A/comments 

• Atsuko Furukawa (UNHCR) asked what might be the possible reason for not understanding early 
warning messages and how the messages were provided. Bronwyn Russel (RCO Nepal) 
responded that people had low perception of flood risk because the monsoon season was 
already over. Smriti (RCO Nepal) responded that the messages were provided in the Nepali 
language, not in local languages, and the messages were provided through phones (SMS) and 
Facebook. 

• Karen (UNICEF Bangladesh) asked if climate change had any impact on flood occurrence in 
Nepal. Bronwyn responded that there has not been a major deviation in the timing of the 
monsoon season in Nepal.  

• Rowena Dacsig (UN Women Myanmar) asked whether the community perception survey took 
into account the cultural sensitivities. Bronwyn acknowledged the cultural differences in the 
country and mentioned that attempts were made to take into account. 

• Viviane Fluck (IFRC) mentioned she would be interested to know more about the study as she is 
involved in surveys with the Nepal Red Cross.  

• Alexandra Velerio (IOM) mentioned there is an Anticipation Hub Working Group that is being 
formed on Protection, Gender, and Inclusion in Anticipatory Action (hosted by the Anticipation 
Hub and co-chaired by the IFRC and UNFPA) that perhaps could be useful to reach out to make 
sure PSEA is also integrated. 

 
Philippines: PSEA as a cross-cutting component of CERF Anticipatory Action (John Rezel Day, CRS and 
Irene Quizon, UNICEF) 
 

• John provided an introduction to the PSEA task force in the Philippines.  

• Irene, on behalf of the CERF AA cross-cutting team on PSEA, provided a background to the CERF 
Anticipatory Action for cyclone in the Philippines. 

• There was a PSEA training in August and Protection Audit was conducted to identify protection 
pathways in 49 Anticipatory Action municipalities. 

• Protection RCCE materials have been localised in local languages and Filipino sign language. 

• The agreed priorities for CERF AA under PSEA component include the following: (1) Assess all 
implementing partners for PSEA capacity, (2) Establish/update reporting mechanism, where 
PSEA is integrated into agency’s hotline and PSEA task force contacted details are included in 
reporting channels, (3) Include PSEA in community-level advocacy using CERF AA-wide RCCE 
resources, (4) Update service directory to support the referral pathways, and (5) Disseminate 
updated referral pathways for each province. 

• The Philippines Government and other officially recognised complaints and feedback 
mechanisms were also taken into account. 

• RCCE materials on PSEA were developed using the localised version in the form of flyers, comics 
and videos. 

 
 
Q&A 

• Husni (co-chair) asked if Irene could share some tools on the RCCE assessment. Irene responded 
yes. 

• Tej Maya Dongol (RCO Nepal) said she was looking to integrate PSEA into Anticipatory Action 
framework and wanted to know the methodology used in the Philippines. Irene said she would 
share. 

https://www.anticipation-hub.org/
https://www.anticipation-hub.org/
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• Eyob Fekade (UNHCR) asked about the approach used in dealing with the government on PSEA. 
Irene suggested there was a long-standing partnership with government agencies, and the work 
was built upon pre-existing mechanisms and materials. 

 
2022 priorities 
Open discussion (Husni and Maria Scicchitano, co-chairs) 
 

• Maria shared the structure of the WG for 2022. The focus is on making the WG more inclusive 
and having co-chairs from not only UN agencies but also from NGOs, on a rotational basis and in 
a transparent way.  

• There were four expressions of interest received, three for AAP and one for PSEA. After an 
objective evaluation, the Co-chair group for AAP and PSEA has been formed for 2022. OCHA will 
be a coordination specialist, UNFPA as a PSEA champion, and two new organisations – Save the 
Children for AAP and for PSEA is under confirmation. 

• Grateful to organisations who expressed their interest. Also, a big appreciation to the co-chairs 
of 2020 and 2021.  

 
Action Points 

• WG members can still provide feedback on the PSEA Strategy 2022 to Maria 
maria.scicchitano@un.org  

• WG members can still submit stories on AAP and PSEA in December 2021 if they have not 
already done so. Stories can be submitted to husni.husni@un.org    

• Those interested in learning more about the community perception study in Nepal can reach out 
to RCO Nepal colleagues, smriti.pant@one.un.org and bronwyn.russel@one.un.org  

• Those interested in learning more about PSEA in Anticipatory Action can reach out to Irene 
(UNICEF Philippines) iquizon@unicef.org 

• Those interested in knowing more about referral pathways in most contexts in the Asia-Pacific 
and getting in touch with the GBV coordination mechanism can reach out to Leigh-Ashley 
Lipscomb lipscomb@unfpa.org  (REGA - GBV AoR - Asia-Pacific) 

• The next meeting will be scheduled for Q1 of 2022 (date TBC), and WG members can reach out 
to Husni and Maria for possible agenda items they would like to include. 
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