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Highlights  

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW  
• The search and rescue phase of the response is nearing its 

completion although a formal decision of the Government of Syria 
hasn’t yet been issued. Meanwhile, and eleven days since the 
earthquake, most urban search and rescue (USAR) teams have 
now left Syria, while those still in country are assisting the 
authorities with rubble removal and assessing heavily damaged 
buildings. 
 

• In Aleppo, 500 volunteers assessed 175 collective shelters using 
a rapid needs assessment (RNA) tool agreed developed by 
partners, while a wider RNA is being considered, although 
important local realities are factored in when designing these 
assessments across hubs. Meanwhile, partners have agreed on 
and will now distribute a minimum package of assistance to 
collective shelters.  
 

• In order to better coordinate the response, the local authorities 
have established Operations Rooms in main affected 
Governorates bringing together authorities, SARC, National 
NGOs and UN and partners.  
 

• While the immediate emergency response remains paramount 
and is well underway, efforts focused on the next steps are 
increasingly important. In Aleppo for example, the authorities have 
outlined their planned strategy, which involves consolidating those 
displaced into fewer shelters until a medium-term solution can be 
found. This will allow schools which has been closed since the 
earthquake and used as collective shelters to reopen. 
Humanitarian partners are supporting the authorities to ensure 
these shelters are suitable and properly prepared to accommodate displaced families. For example, the provision of 
suitable WASH facilities is one priority with partners concerned at the likely spread of lice, scabies and waterborne 
diseases.   
 

• Meanwhile, in some locations, protection partners are reporting increased numbers of people arriving in shelters as 
their homes have either been condemned or in need of major repairs before they can return, while in other areas there 
have been reports of returns and the closure of a number of shelters.  
 

• Lack of fuel continues to hamper the response, especially for NGOs. While short-term solutions have been discussed 
and are being implemented, long-term solutions are urgently needed to address the fuel crisis in general and specifically 
during the earthquake response.  
 

• OCHA established a Business Brief for Türkiye/Syria Earthquake. The Business Brief provides guidance on how 
businesses can contribute to the humanitarian efforts underway. Read more here. 
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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE AND CAPACITIES 
 

  WASH 
In Aleppo, in addition to ongoing support for daily water trucking and drinking water quality monitoring, UNICEF WASH 
teams met with local authorities and sector partners to implement immediate and long-term joint plans and to mobilize 
available resources.  
 
NRC distributed 255 hygiene kits in Zouher Bin Abi Salma and 45 kits in Ahmad Ghbash collective shelters both in 
Jebel Saman sub-district. Four 1,000 litres water tanks were installed at one collective Abd Alkader Al Jundi school- 
now used as collective shelter to benefit 350 individuals who also received 154 hygiene kits. 
 
In Jebel Saman sub-district, 50,000 litters of water have been trucked to two collective shelters, Abd Allateef Badenjki 
school and Al Takadom Al Arabi school, and to two neighbourhoods, Fardos and Karm Homed neighbourhoods. 
 
OXFAM intervened in six collective shelters and reached 931 households/ 4,140 individuals with the installation of 108 
water taps, maintenance, and cleaning of six WASH facilities and installation of 45 lights, 38 sewer drains, 72 toilet 
hoses. OXFAM reached 816 households/ 3,460 individuals with cleaning kits distributed in six shelters. It further 
installed nine one cubic meter water tanks in two collective shelters benefiting 301 HHs/ 1,404 individuals and 
distributed a total of 203 hygiene kits in two collective shelters benefiting 203 HHs/ 985 individuals. Finally, OXFAM 
conducted spot repairs in the water network in 11 locations.  
 
We World and Gruppo di Volontariato Civile (WWGVC), in addition to water trucking in seven neighbourhoods, 
conducted five urgent point repairs of water networks in Bustan Al-Basha neighbourhoods.  
 
In Lattakia, in addition to ongoing water trucking and drinking water quality monitoring, UNICEF distributed water 
disinfection tablets in Jableh and Lattakia cities benefiting 945 people. UNICEF WASH teams held extensive planning 
and technical meetings with local authorities and sector partners to carryout immediate and long-term joint plans and 
to mobilize available resources. 
 
ADRA supported the ongoing rehabilitation of water networks in Jablah sub-district and Daher Al Syrian, while. NRC 
distributed 178 hygiene kits in Faid collective shelter and three neighbourhoods in Jablah. PUI provided WASH 
maintenance tools and equipment to 3 collective shelters in Lattakia reaching 255 families. In Hama, NRC distributed 
23 hygiene kits to Elias Nabil Jabot collective shelter, As-Suqaylabiyah sub-district. 
 
 

  Food 
Since 6 February, WFP supported more than 70,000 beneficiaries with hot meals, over 24,000 with RTEs including 
prevention nutrition supplies and date bars in Aleppo, Lattakia, Tartous and Hama. FAS partners supported nearly 
45,000 beneficiaries with hot meals, over 4,000 with RTEs in Aleppo, Hama and Lattakia. In total FAS partners reached 
nearly 150,000 beneficiaries, while 18 partners continue to respond to those affected by the earthquake. 
 
In HCT-coordinated response areas, partners have responded with available resources inside Syria, emergency 
programming and at times reprogramming interventions, with need to replenish stocks. 
 

 Nutrition 
With UNICEF support, nearly 11,300 children (7,881 Aleppo, 1,897 Lattakia, 626 Idleb, 490 Tartous and 373 Hama) 
were screened for acute malnutrition. Over 10,000 children under five received multiple micronutrients powder and over 
1,800 children under five received high energy biscuits; Some 85 moderately malnourished children and 28 severely 
malnourished children were detected and admitted for treatment. 
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More than 3,000 Pregnant and Lactating Women (PLWs) were screened for acute malnutrition and received micro-
nutrients tablets, while 165 were admitted for treatment, The infant and young children feeding program in emergency 
(IYCF-E) has been activated and more than 6,800 caregivers including PLWs were briefed on appropriate infant and 
young child feeding in emergency. Micronutrient supplements have been dispatched to affected areas and will cover 
113,000 children 6-59 months and 1,000 PLW for three months. 
 
 

  Education 

The number of schools rendered unusable due to damages or converted to temporary shelters keeps increasing, as 
assessments are underway. As of today, 1,262 schools have been reported damaged (263 in Aleppo, 296 in Lattakia, 
109 in Tartous, 458 in Hama, 130 in Homs, 4 in Idlib, 2 in Ar Raqqa Debis Afnan sub-district). Reports from the Ministry 
of Education (MoE) indicate 1,259 damaged schools in the most affected governorates and neighbouring ones.  
 
In addition to the damaged schools, 131 schools are used as shelter for affected families (100 in Aleppo, 16 in Lattakia, 
9 in Hama, 5 in Homs, 1 in Tartus). This number has decreased from yesterday as a result of concerted efforts to 
identify alternative shelters and merge shelter locations in preparation to reopen schools.  
 
As of 16 February, UNICEF, PUI and GVC in coordination with directorates of education and the Engineers Syndicate 
have completed the assessment of 221 schools (174 Aleppo, 47 Homs and Hama) to rehabilitate them for safe 
reopening. NRC is supporting the implementation of Education in Emergency (EiE) classes and recreational activities 
in 14 shelters in Lattakia and Aleppo, reaching nearly 700 children (390 of them are girls). Social Care NGO targeted 
20 children (13 girls) in one shelter in Hama. UNICEF partners (Mosaic and Outsat Al Ikhaa NGOs) in Lattakia provided 
Eike and ECE activities to over 1,000 children (514 girls) in addition to 45 CWD (25 girls).  

 Health 

Response through integrated medical teams (IMTs), sexual reproductive health teams, primary health care (PHC) and 
other type of health facilities is ongoing, supported by WHO, UNFPA, UNICEF, Agha Khan Development Network, 
GOPA- DERD, SARC, BASMA, International Medical Corps (IMC), Action Against Hunger (AAH), Dorcas, and other 
health partners. 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates updated the list of urgent needs for the earthquake response to support 
the Higher Relief Committee in the concerned governorates. In Hama, 59 PHCs were damaged, and 2 general hospitals 
(Sqelbiya and Salamiya general hospitals) were affected by the earthquake. 
 
On donations of essential medicines, there are specific guidelines for accepting donations of medicines. If any 
donor/country wishes to send medicines to Syria, they can approach directly WHO Syria. Then WHO Syria will check 
with the dedicated team at the Ministry of Health for acceptance/rejection. 
 
Needs of people with disabilities should be addressed both in collective shelters and across the affected communities. 
Sub-national health sector coordination groups in Lattakia and Aleppo are focused among other priorities on special 
interventions, including: (a) developing mapping tool for PWDs; (b) needs assessment of PWDs affected by the 
earthquake; (c) providing MHPSS support to these in needs; (d) providing basic physical rehabilitation services for 
those in needs / refer to centres; (e) providing occupation therapy for these in needs / refer to centres; (f) Providing 
PHC services for those in needs; (g) delivering assistive devices to the PWDs and those who are in need, including 
wheelchairs, walkers, crunches, hearing aids, optical aids, walking sticks; (h) conducting trainings for the participating 
volunteers; (i) coordinating with all health partners who deal with PWDs (UN agencies, NGOs and local authorities).  

 

   Shelter and NFI 
 

Seven sector partners have reported on their earthquake interventions. To date, 12,000 people have been reached with 
NFI assistance and 24,000 with shelter assistance. In Aleppo nearly 9,800 people were reached with NFI, and 22,700 
with shelter assistance. In Lattakia, nearly 2,200 people were reached with NFI and nearly 2,200 with shelter assistance. 
Some 250 people in Tartous, 85 in Hama, and 19 in Homs were reached with NFIs. 
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In Tartous and Lattakia, local authorities communicated a list of 29 official collective centres so as to move people out 
of schools and mosques. To expedite collective centre adaptation works, sub-national coordinators, in consultation 
with shelter partners and authorities, produced standardized Bills of Quantities (BoQs) to allow contractors to expedite 
implementation. 
 

 Protection 

General protection response 
 
UNHCR, Intersos, Al Ihasan, SARC, Syria Trust, Medair, and SSSD continue to provide protection services. In response 
to the devastating earthquake and the subsequent high risk of sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA), the National PSEA 
In-country Network (ICN) developed PSEA key messages (PSEA General Key Messages and PSEA Key Messages 
for Children). The key messages are available in Arabic and English and are ready to be used by the protection partners. 
There are dedicated key messages for use inside the UN and partners' centres, as well as others for collective shelters. 
The protection sector developed a guidance document on mainstream protection during the distributions of 
humanitarian assistance and guidance on protection risk mitigation and response as a result of the earthquake. 
 
The protection sector in Aleppo met with the government operation rooms and sub-relief committee to discuss and 
agree on the operational modality, so as to help coordination between humanitarian partners and the government.  
 
On 16 February, the protection sector in Hama organized a meeting with partners to discuss the mapping of protection 
services and share updates on the ongoing protection activities. The protection sector in Hama planned an organized 
distribution of dignity kits for women and girls affected by the earthquake inside and outside collective shelters. UNFPA 
and Intersos are in the lead and will provide 2,760 risk reduction kits. 

 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) response 
 
Partners resumed in-person case management for GBV in active community centres and continued remote case 
management for those in collective shelters following the earthquake. Partners, including UNFPA, SARC, SFPA, 
Mosaic, and SSSD, continue to provide comprehensive GBV response, including Psychosocial support, Psychologic 
First Aid and women and girls with life-saving essential SRH and GBV services in all affected governorates.  
 
The UNFPA and Syrian Commission for Family Affairs and Population-supported helpline is operational and provides 
online Psychological First Aid, remote case management services and referrals to people impacted by the earthquake, 
including GBV survivors. The helpline supports women who experienced GBV, including Sexual Exploitation and Abuse, 
with referral to qualified professionals for psychosocial, medical or legal support. The service provided by the helpline 
is free and available 24/7. 
 
UNFPA distributed 341 Adolescent kits, 884 Female Dignity Kits, 127 Sanitary Napkins in Aleppo, 1099 Sanitary 
napkins in Hama and 207 SNs in Lattakia. 
 
Child Protection (CP) response 
 
The assessments in shelters in Aleppo and Lattakia confirmed high levels of distress among children and families, with 
children suffering from panic attacks and experiencing violence following the earthquake. The lack of winter clothing is 
also of concern. In the immediate aftermath of the earthquake, UNICEF and partners identified and provided immediate 
support to 94 children severely affected by the earthquake, of whom 71 were unaccompanied or separated from their 
families. Support included family tracing and reunification, alternative care with the extended family, case management 
and referral to specialized services through trained case workers and case managers. 
 
UNICEF supported Child Protection mobile teams in Aleppo, Hama and Lattakia and provided displaced families with 
psychological first aid and other mental health and psychosocial support, reaching nearly 18,300 children, parents and 
caregivers, while approximately 5,000 other people were debriefed on child protection and GBV as well as how to cope 
under these challenging circumstances. 
Over 750 children and their caregivers have benefitted from prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) 
awareness activities, including information on available complaint mechanisms. UNICEF trained an additional 273 
frontline workers on psychological first aid, while mobilizing longer-term mental health and psychosocial support and 
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parenting programme. UNICEF is bringing supplies to supplement MHPSS activities, including winter clothing for 
children, blankets, tents, tarpaulins, and recreational kits. In partnership with UNHCR, Social Care Society intervenes 
in Hama collective shelters by providing CP recreational activities, psychological first aid and counselling, PSS, case 
management and GBV services. 
 
Mine Action (MA) response 
 
A team from UNMAS implementing partner Armenian Centre for Humanitarian Demining and Expertise (ACHDE), 
deployed to Aleppo on 13 February and has since accompanied engineering teams in building damage assessment to 
check the presence/absence of explosive ordnance. So far, 16 building blocks in Aleppo city have been assessed, with 
no explosive contamination found. Some 5,000 explosive ordnance awareness leaflets have been distributed to people 
in need in affected areas through partner organizations. 

 

 Early Recovery and Livelihoods  
In addition to planned assessments and responses, ERL partners have intervened under five thematic areas:  
 

1. Enhancing Living Conditions in the Collective Shelters. PUI and other ERL sector partners together with 
the WASH sector are conducting joint assessments of water reservoirs in the collective shelters. 

2. Scaling Up Debris Removal Efforts. Pending the preliminary results of the ongoing assessments, ERL sector 
partners are also carrying out assessments of debris to kick off the implementation of required projects. This 
includes the mapping of the type and quantity of equipment needed. 

3. Support Livelihoods in the Affected Areas. PUI, NRC, and several other ERL sector partners are providing 
emergency livelihood support through emergency employment within the collective shelters. 

4. Supporting Basic Services in the Affected Areas. IECD conducted a light rehabilitation for damaged small 
shops in the affected areas. GVC technical team conducted a technical assessment of the water reservoir in 
Maskaneh in Aleppo governorate. ADRA launched the maintenance processes of the water networks and 
several large water tanks in the affected areas in Aleppo. 

5. Ensuring the Protection of Affected People. ERL partners are supporting interventions reported under the 
protection response, including the provision of mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) in the 
collective shelters. UNDP, in coordination with WHO, is conducting assessments focused on PWDs in the 
collective shelters in Lattakia to provide the needed support. 

 

  Palestine Refugees 
In Lattakia, UNRWA continues to provide essential WASH services including safe drinking water, as well as 
telemedicine for those unable to attend clinics. In addition, the health team is following up with those with pre-existing 
psychiatric needs, those with NCDs and pregnant women, with a view to assessing their situation and visiting the health 
centres as necessary. 
 
UNRWA distributed food, including 625 breakfasts, water, and infant formula, together with NFIs, including sanitary 
pads, to displaced people in the collective shelters, together with hygiene kits for women and diapers for children. PSS 
counselling is being offered to families in the collective shelters. 
 
In Neirab Camp, Ein el-Tal Camp and Aleppo, UNRWA continues to provide essential NFIs and RTE food to families 
in Ein el-Tal Camp, including blankets, jerry cans and cans of sardines. An exceptional distribution of food baskets took 
place in Ein el-Tal Camp for 184 returnees and displaced families. About 286 Palestine refugee families are reported 
displaced in Aleppo and are staying in collective shelters, mosques and with their relatives. Students attending UNRWA 
schools in the north are receiving group counselling, with 725 participating (m 338, f 387) in three schools (Aka, Al-
Khayriyeh and Bisan) in the north area, Lattakia and Hama. Recreational activities for 65 children (m 36m, f 29) were 
also provided in Hama. 

 

Syria Humanitarian Fund 
Available funds: $ 7.3 million 
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Total pledged: $ 5.5 million 

SHF is utilizing USD 5 – 6 million (Out of USD 7.3 million, funding balance) to the earthquake immediate response through 
cost extensions (Top up) of the SHF ongoing funded projects and expect that the allocated amount for cost extensions will 
be fully exhausted in the upcoming days. In total, USD 1 million of cost extensions has been approved for 4 INGOs and 
one NNGO partners to provide Health, NFI, and Protection humanitarian assistance to the most affected population by the 
earthquake, while additional 12 cost extension requests are in process worth of ($4.2 million). In parallel, a reserve allocation 
is in the making, considering expedited mechanism for fast disbursement of funding. Based on the current fund pledge 
balance, only $ 5 million can be allocated in the Reserve Allocation (subject to increase based on contributions 
pledged/received). 

OCHA established a Business Brief for Türkiye/Syria Earthquake. The Business Brief provides guidance on how 
businesses can contribute to the humanitarian efforts underway. Read more here. 

 
For more information contact:  
Georgios Petropoulos, OCHA Syria Deputy Head of Office petropoulos@un.org 
Olga Cherevko, Spokesperson, Head of Communication cherevko@un.org  
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