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Two young refugees from
Tongogara Refugee Camp in
Zimbabwe participated in an
event with Pope Francis and
the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees in
Rome.
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A total of 43 new solar lights
are being installed at
Tongogara Refugee Camp and
the host community. The new
solar lights will cover sections 7,
8 and 9 and the tap stands in
the host community.

The Tongogara Refugee Camp
judo team participated in a
tournament sponsored by the
Japanese Ambassador. Fifteen
refugee judo practitioners
attended the event and won
one gold and five silver medals.
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Refugees are leading a fishery project atRefugees are leading a fishery project at
Tongogara Refugee Camp. Learn more onTongogara Refugee Camp. Learn more on
page 4.page 4.    © UNHCR / Sonia Gonzalez© UNHCR / Sonia Gonzalez
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Operational highlights

2. Highlighting refugee concerns in the national GBV strategy

A workshop to review the national GBV strategy and incorporate emerging issues since the development of
the previous GBV strategy was held in Mutare, Manicaland Province, from 21 to 24 September 2022. The
workshop was attended by various Government departments, civil society organizations and UN agencies.
DSD-Refugee Unit and UNHCR participated in the workshop and gave a combined presentation regarding
GBV and refugees. In the draft national strategy, refugee concerns will be highlighted under the thematic
area "GBV in emergencies".

Two young refugees from Zimbabwe, Yves Umuhoza and Bahati Mnyaci, were selected to participate in an
event with Pope Francis and the High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, in Rome in September. The
event Initiatives in Refugee & Migrant Education: Moving Forward, Diving Deeper was held from 26 to 29
September 2022. 

The Refugee and Migrant Education Network (RMEN) convened the conference in partnership with Pontificia
Universitas Gregoriana. It is an international gathering of university administrators, faculty, education
practitioners, leaders of NGOs, international agencies, and humanitarian organizations committed to
expanding educational opportunities for refugees and displaced peoples. The conference's objective was to
increase awareness and promote investment in higher education systems responsive to refugees and
displaced persons' circumstances, needs and potential. 

Yves Umuhoza is a 28-year-old refugee in Zimbabwe of Burundian nationality. He was a beneficiary of the
Albert Einstein German Refugee Academic Initiative (DAFI) Scholarship from 2018 to 2021 for his
undergraduate studies at Chinhoyi University of Technology where he studied Fuels and Renewable Energies.
Bahati Mnyaci is a 28-year-old refugee in Zimbabwe from the Democratic Republic of Congo. He was also a
beneficiary of the DAFI Scholarship from 2018 to 2021 for his undergraduate studies at the Great Zimbabwe
University where he studied for a Bachelor’s degree in Economics . He was the President of the youth led
DAFI Club during this time. 

Umuhoza and Mnyaci are part of the five young refugees from Zimbabwe selected as beneficiaries of the
UNICORE Project this year. Umuhoza is going to study a Master’s degree in Energy and Nuclear Engineering
at the Polytechnic of Turin. Mnyaci is going to pursue a Master’s degree in Master in Global Management and
Politics at the University of Bergamo.

A total of 32 Italian universities promote the UNICORE project with the support of UNHCR, the Italian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Corporations and other partners.

1. Two young refugees from Tongogara Refugee Camp in Zimbabwe participated
in an event with Pope Francis in Rome

3. New solar lights installed at Tongogara Refugee Camp
UNHCR is installing more solar lights in Tongogara Refugee Camp. A total of 43 plinths are being installed in
the areas of the camp that weren’t covered by the African Development Bank (AfDB) project. The new solar
lights will cover sections 7, 8 and 9 and the tap stands in the host community (Stage 3A farmers community
and the Chipinge College of Horticulture.)
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6. The Tongogara Refugee Camp judo team participated in a tournament

The Tongogara Refugee Camp judo team participated in a tournament sponsored by the Japanese
Ambassador. Fifteen refugee judo practitioners and coaches attended the event. The team won one gold
medal and five silver ones. The Japanese Ambassador Judo Tournament took place in Harare in September.

The annual competition returned after a three-year hiatus due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Now in its fifth
year, the tournament attracted over 100 judokas between the ages of five and 11. The refugee team was
created a few months ago after receiving a donation from the Zimbabwe Olympic Committee last year. 

UNHCR supports the Government of Zimbabwe in fulfilling the 2019 Global Refugee Forum pledge on
facilitating the inclusion of refugees and asylum seekers in sports and cultural programmes.
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4. African Union members visited Tongogara Refugee Camp

His Excellency Ambassador James Pitia Morgan of the African Union’s Permanent Representative Committee
(PRC), Subcommittee on Refugees, Returnees, and Internally Displaced Persons, visited Tongogara Refugee
Camp in September to familiarize himself with the situation of refugees in the country. 

The visit was part of a mission H.E. Pitia Morgan undertook to Zimbabwe. HE Pitia visited the camp and
talked to the community leadership while stressing the need for African solutions to African problems. During
his visit to Zimbabwe, he met with stakeholders, including the UNCT, to keep abreast of the humanitarian
situation caused by Tropical Storm Chalene, Cyclone Eloise and Tropical Storm Ana.

5. Refugee status applications outcomes

The Zimbabwe Refugee Committee met from 19 to 22 September 2022 to decide on refugee status
applications. One hundred cases were set for review. However, only 80 responded to the call. The 80 cases
had the following outcomes - 50 granted, 8 rejected, 19 deferred, and 3 to be discussed. Seventy-five
persons were from DRC, and the rest were from Ivory Coast, Burundi, Cameroon, Ethiopia and Malawi.
UNHCR participated in the meeting with members from the Commissioner for Refugees, State Security,
Ministry of Defence, Zimbabwe Republic of Police, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Immigration.

7. Resettlement activities 

The United States Citizen and Immigration Service (USCIS) and the Resettlement Support Center (RSC-Africa)
circuit ride mission continued in Harare until 20 September 2022 to adjudicate eligible refugees for the
United States Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP). They interviewed 269 families comprised of 776
individuals during the circuit ride. Three of the 269 cases were denied, 93 were placed on hold, and 173 were
approved. The decision letters were distributed to refugees in Harare and the camp. Our partner in
resettlement activities, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), coordinated medical health
assessments and pre-departure arrangements in Harare for refugees.
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Stories from the field: "We would like to be self-reliant
with the fishery project"
For the past several years, UNHCR has supported livelihood projects in Tongorara Refugee Camp to
contribute to refugees' self-reliance. Burundian refugee Mwuñonge Alemasi is one of the 35 refugees who
participate in one of the livelihood projects in the camp, the fisheries one. For him, this is an opportunity to
support his family and, at the same time, work to be self-sufficient.

"We started in 2020, creating two fish ponds. Now we would like to have more so every member could gain
some monthly income," says Alemasi. He and his colleagues think they could be completely self-reliant with
more ponds and not have to depend on any assistance. UNHCR and its livelihood partner have been
supporting the project since its inception.

Nonetheless, the recent set-up of an agro-dealer shop in the camp that can supply inputs for this and other
livelihood projects is contributing to boosting refugee income. The shop that UNCHR also supports has
reduced the fisheries' production costs as it has made access to feed and other inputs easier.

In June, the fisheries group harvested 94kg and sold it all at USD 3.50 per kg, realizing a cash sale of USD
329.

The fishery project is one of several livelihood initiatives led by refugees and supported by UNHCR and its
partners in Tongogara Refugee camp. The goal is to establish long-term sustainable livelihoods to promote
self-reliance and economic inclusion among refugees and the host community.

Mwuñonge Alemasi, 52 , is a refugee from BurundiMwuñonge Alemasi, 52 , is a refugee from Burundi
who participates in the fishery project in Tongogarawho participates in the fishery project in Tongogara
Refugee Camp. © UNHCR/Sonia GonzalezRefugee Camp. © UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez
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For more information on UNHCR’s work in Zimbabwe, please visit Global Focus and UNHCR
Zimbabwe on Twitter, and/or contact Sonia Gonzalez, Associate External Relations Officer:
gonzalso@unhcr.org

UNHCR Zimbabwe is grateful for the critical and generous support provided by donors who have contributed
to UNHCR programmes with earmarked, softly earmarked and unearmarked funding.

 
United States of America l Japan l UN Programme on HIV/AIDS l Canada l Norway l Sweden l

Netherlands l Denmark l United Kingdom l Germany l France l Switzerland l Belgium l 
Ireland l Italy

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And to private donors:
Profuturo l Private donors Australia, USA, Germany, Spain, Japan, Korea, 

Italy, Canada, Sweden
 
 

Funding situation as of 29 September
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Financial requirements for 2022 are USD 10.4 million

Funded 30%

3.13 M

Unfunded 70%

7.28 M

We thank the contributions of our donors
Updated to 29 September, 2022
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https://reporting.unhcr.org/zimbabwe
https://twitter.com/UNHCRZimbabwe

