
 

WFP Southern Africa 
Regional Refugee Update 
Issue No.2 - December 2021 

Refugee and asylum seeker populations have faced notable 

hardships during the COVID-19 pandemic particularly in 

contexts of limited integration within hosting nations. Now, 

more than ever, there is a need for sustained investments in 

fostering self-reliance of refugee populations through 

progressive national policies, integration into social 

protection systems, predictable multi-year funding, and co-

operation amongst nations for voluntary and safe 

repatriations and re-integrations. Critical also is sustained 

focus on preventing root causes of internal and cross-border 

displacements, i.e. conflicts and violations of human rights. 

WFP recognizes the contributions of donor partners in this 

particularly challenging environment. However, resourcing 

remains insufficient to meet even the very basic needs of 

refugee households and WFP is forced to implement 

reductions in food rations in some countries. Consistent with 

the spirit of international refugee frameworks, WFP Southern 

Africa with its partners call on the global community to 

sustain focus on the self-reliance of refugees and to support  

the integration of refugees into national systems. 

 

 
 

Southern Africa hosts approximately 6.5 million internally-

displaced people (IDPs) and 1.1 million refugees and asylum-

seekers originating mostly from Burundi, Central African 

Republic (CAR), Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Rwanda 

and South Sudan. WFP, with its partners, continues its 

dedicated support to refugees holistically addressing 

immediate food and nutrition needs, advancing resilience 

and livelihoods opportunities, supporting social cohesion 

through diverse support to host locations, and increasing 

focus on contributions to peace, stability and conflict 

sensitive programming across all locations to address the 

root causes of displacement. 

This update presents an overview of WFP’s refugee 

operations in Southern Africa as of December 2021. It 

highlights some of the measures taken by WFP and partners 

to not only serve refugees better, but also to draw attention 

to critical funding shortfalls that threaten the food and 

nutrition safety and protection of refugees, as well as the 

necessary progress towards self-reliance.  

Regional Overview 
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Refugee working in a vegetable garden in RoC as part of the Food 

Assistance For Assets activity. Photo credit: WFP/Cecile Mercier. 
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ANGOLA 

In 2021, WFP provided food assistance to Congolese refugees in 

Lunda Norte with basic food and nutrition support. The 

voluntary repatriation of Congolese refugees back to DRC was 

halted due to COVID-19 and related travel and border 

restrictions. There is need to ensure that conditions for the 

resumption of voluntary repatriations remain favorable in DRC 

and meet the basic conditions for safe and ordered repatriation 

in line with the existing humanitarian guidelines. WFP Angola  

continues to advocate for the support of self-reliance 

interventions, in coordination with the Angolan Government 

and UNHCR. 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

WFP supports refugees in DRC through cash-based transfers 

(CBT) in what is undoubtedly one of the most complex 

operating landscapes in the region. UNHAS has been 

instrumental in the movement of distribution teams due to the 

logistical challenges in South-Kivu as the rainy season has 

resulted in the rising waters of Lake Tanganyika cutting off road 

networks, as well as, in Ubangi due to under-developed roads 

and infrastructure that have hindered the movement of teams 

and equipment. WFP continues to work closely and strengthen 

the partnership with UNHCR at operational and strategic levels. 

Partnerships with the Commission national pour les réfugiés 

(CNR), UNHCR, cooperating partners and refugee committees, 

continue to support close collaboration and coordination for all 

cash distributions. General food distribution (GFD) rations have 

reduced to 75 percent for the refugees located in the Ubangis 

since April 2020, for those located in Ituri since May 2020 and 

for those located in South-Kivu since July 2020.  

MALAWI 

Taking advantage of the low number of COVID-19 cases across 

the country and in the refugee camp, WFP conducted the 

Seasonal Livelihoods Programming (SLP) and Community Based 

Participatory Planning (CBPP) for refugees and host 

communities to promote livelihood support. From January 

2022, WFP will be shifting the complete refugee assistance to 

CBT and rolling out a top-up CBT-nutrition intervention for 

children between 6 to 23 months. WFP Malawi continues to 

collaborate with UNHCR and other partners in promoting and 

scaling up refugee self-reliance activities. In collaboration with 

the Government, WFP and UNHCR have joined advocacy efforts 

to garner resources for refugee operations, particularly for 

scaling up livelihoods and resilience building in the Dzaleka 

camp. Since July 2020, due to limited resources, general food 

distribution (GFD) rations have reduced to 75 percent.  

MOZAMBIQUE 

WFP has been experiencing chronic funding and donor interest 

in supporting refugees’ food needs. As a consequence, GFD 

rations have reduced from 75 percent to 48 percent of the daily 

kilocalories requirements since March 2021. Together with 

partners, WFP is assessing the vulnerabilities of households 

living in the Maratane Refugee Camp and its surrounding areas 

beyond food and nutrition security needs, including livelihoods, 

through a Joint Assessment Mission (JAM). Following the 

completion of the Livelihoods Programme Phase I, WFP and 

other UN agencies are currently working on the development of 

a project proposal for the Phase II activities which will focus on 

agricultural production, poultry, egg production, wage 

employment opportunities, market linkages and access to 

financial services. Moreover, the agencies are working on 

developing a draft Joint Livelihoods Action Plan (2021–2022) 

and a livelihoods resource mobilization and advocacy plan. 

Advocacy will ramp up during the first quarter of 2022. 

REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

Due to the resurgence of violence in the Central African 

Republic (CAR), the Republic of Congo (RoC) has observed an 

increase in the influx of refugees. WFP RoC has extended its 

assistance to CAR refugees in addition to assisting asylum 

seekers from DRC in the Likouala and Plateaux departments. 

The refugees and asylum seekers are living in camps and 

receiving nutritional, in-kind and value voucher assistance 

from WFP, UNHCR and cooperating partners. Though pre-

existing insufficiencies in resourcing resulted in irregular 

distribution cycles. With half of the refugee population 

struggling with food insecurity despite humanitarian 

assistance, WFP has begun the implementation of Food 

Assistance For Assets at a small scale as a foundation of the 

transition to conditional assistance with the objective to 

enhance the self-reliance of refugees. The targeting of 

refugees and asylum seekers is status-based, and the 

identification and registration is done in coordination with 

UNHCR, the Departmental Directorate for Humanitarian 

Action (DDAH) and the Ministry of Social Affairs and 

Humanitarian Action (MASAH).   
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TANZANIA 

WFP continues to provide in-kind food assistance through 

general food distributions (GFD) to refugees living in official 

camps, along with nutrition support to pregnant and lactating 

women, children aged 6-59 months, HIV patients, and the sick 

who are hospitalized in camp hospitals. Despite the COVID-19 

crisis, food distribution schedules in camps were sustained as 

planned, with WFP reaching all eligible beneficiaries, albeit 

with reduced rations. WFP Tanzania has strongly advocated 

for the Government to allow refugee self-reliance/livelihood 

activities for both Congolese and Burundian refugees. 

However, the Government of Tanzania has indicated that its 

priority is the repatriation of Burundian refugees, leaving 

refugees entirely reliant on humanitarian assistance to meet 

their essential needs. WFP continues to work with UNHCR, 

UNICEF and other partners in the implementation of refugee 

programmes. Since 2020, the funding situation for Tanzania’s 

refugee operation has continued to deteriorate, leading to 

the gradual reduction in GFD rations. Since December 2020, 

GFD rations have reduced to 68 percent of the kilocalorie 

requirements.  

ZAMBIA 

WFP continues to assist Congolese refugees and asylum seekers 

located in the Mantapala Refugee Resettlement, with cash-

based transfers and in-kind food distributions accompanied by 

nutrition messages to encourage beneficiaries to buy, prepare 

and consume healthy and nutritious diets. Following the Joint 

Needs Assessment (JNA) recommendations, WFP and UNHCR 

jointly developed a Livelihoods and Economic Inclusion Concept 

Note, aimed at strengthening livelihoods and foster resilience, 

targeting 9,000 refugees and 6,000 host community members. 

With the onset of the rainy season in November, access to the 

refugee settlement will become difficult due to poor roads. 

WFP Zambia will continue to seek ways of addressing this 

challenge by collaborating with UNHCR and other relevant 

stakeholders and by pre-positioning food commodities at the 

extended delivery point (EDP) located in the settlement to cater 

for the needs of the few refugees still receiving in-kind food 

assistance. WFP continues to monitor the food security 

situation among refugees and prices of commodities that 

constitute the food basket to ascertain adequacy of the food 

procured to meet their food and nutrition needs.  

Country Updates  

Southern Africa hosts about 1.1 million refugees & asylum-seekers  

and WFP assists on average over 500,000 refugees in Southern Africa every year 

WFP Assisted Refugees (as of November 2021) 

For more information, please contact:  rbj.emergencypreparednessandresponse@wfp.org 

  

WFP assistance is determined 

by vulnerability data analysis 

and formal registration, facili-

tated by UNHCR, in locations of 

assistance. 
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