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HIGHLIGHTS 

• With funding requirements still unmet, responders to the escalating food security crisis have been forced to prioritize 
response efforts, which will result in target numbers not being met.  

• Food Security Sector (FSS) delivers vital food supplies to 22,000 people in Rann town, an area at risk of being cut off 
by flooding. 

• Humanitarians and the Borno State Government mark the 2021 World Humanitarian Day (WHD) with large-scale tree 
planting activities as part of action to minimize the impacts of climate change. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
Delivery of vital food supplies to over 22,000 people in Rann border town 

Food Security Sector (FSS) partners completed distribution of vital food supplies reaching some 22,650 people in Rann 
town, near the border with Cameroon. The delivery is critical considering that the entire area is at risk of being cut-off from 
road access for several weeks as the rainy season enters its peak. The nutrition response has included blanket 
supplementary feeding programmes (BSFP) for children and pregnant and lactating women (PLW) in the area. In May the 
FSS prepositioned some 950 tons of food to support populations during the onset of the rainy season. Populations in the 
town had in recent weeks raised concerns over the large-scale destruction of cultivated farmlands by herds of elephants 
migrating across the paths, increasing the risks of food shortages. Rann is one of the most challenging operational contexts 
in Borno State due to multiple attacks/clashes and annual flooding that destroys hectares of cultivated fields and hinders 
road access for several weeks.  
 
Humanitarians and Government take action against climate change to mark the 2021 World Humanitarian Day 
(WHD) 

As part of activities marking the 2021 WHD, the humanitarian community supported the Borno State Government in planting 
trees across communities to minimize the impacts of climate change, supporting this year’s WHD theme “The Human Race” 
against the climate emergency. Other activities, including a radio talk programme on PEACE FM, were also organized to 
raise awareness about the impact of climate change in the north-east, especially on communities that are already highly 
vulnerable due to the ongoing conflict and food security crisis.  

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
  Food Security/Livelihoods  

Needs:  
• Funding shortfalls remain the most critical issue impacting efforts by FSS partners to scale up response to the required 

levels. Only WFP and ZOA have confirmed some levels of funding, which will enable FSS reach 3.1 million people 
(mostly in Borno State) by September. That will still leave some 1.3 million people (most of whom are in Borno) without 
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any assistance. With the lean season now in its peak, immediate funding is critical to avert further escalation of food 
insecurity across the region.  

 
Response: 
• FSS is working with other sectors including nutrition, health and WASH through the Joint Response Mechanism (JRM) 

to provide multi-sectoral assistance to some 14,000 unreached populations in Gubio LGA. Nganzai and other 
unreached locations are also being mapped by the JRM for one-off assistance that will prioritize emergency food and 
nutrition supplies/services during the peak of the lean season. 

• During the reporting period, FSS along with other key sectors such as nutrition, WASH and health conducted a mission 
to Damboa LGA (following the dire conditions reported by different stakeholders) to review the situation and map 
emergency joint response actions. Additional vulnerable households were identified outside the regular caseloads of 
IDPs and host community populations receiving assistance. 

 

   Nutrition 
Needs: 
• Despite the spike in severe acute malnutrition (SAM) cases, nutrition partners are facing challenges in increasing the 

coverage and number of inpatient/stabilization facilities across LGAs due to funding shortfalls. Remote monitoring and 
programming activities especially in hard-to-reach/high-risk locations that have reported surges in malnutrition cases 
are also hampered by lack of funding.  

• High levels of SAM cases with medical complications, especially among children of new arrival IDP households, are 
overstretching the current capacities of inpatient care facilities across hard-to-reach locations in the state. 

 
Response: 

• The Nutrition Sector is working with other sectors including FSS, WASH and Health to deliver integrated services to 
populations in unreached locations such as Gubio and Nganzai LGAs over the coming weeks. The strategy is to engage 
with LGA authorities to explore access measures to ensure some form of assistance to unreached populations facing 
dire conditions especially as the lean season enters its peak.  

 
  Education 

Needs:  

• The Education Sector and partners continue to record severe damages to critical facilities and assets especially 
temporary learning spaces (TLS) across locations due to flooding incidents as the rainy season enters its peak. 
Learning activities for some 180,000 pupils, mostly in Borno State, are being impacted by flooding across the region.    

Response: 
• As part of the rollout of the Joint Education Needs Assessment (JENA), Education in Emergency Working Group (EiWG) 

with support from the State Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB) and the Ministry of Education (MoE) conducted 
training for data collectors who will be deployed across targeted LGAs.  

• Sector partners including UNICEF and Goal Prime, with support from SUBEB, carried out community dialogues across 
MMC and Jere LGAs during the reporting period as part of efforts to ensure safety, neutrality and protection of schools 
and TLSs, which are at risk of direct and indirect targeting during attacks and clashes.  

 

  Health 
Needs: 
• Sector partners continue to report increasing cases of measles across LGAs, especially Damboa, Konduga, Mafa, 

Magumeri and MMC. A total of 11,770 cases had been reported as of mid-August, with a case fatality rate (CFR) of 1 
per cent. Some 27 IDP camps across nine LGAs are among affected locations. 

 
Response: 
•   The sector conducted high-level engagements with the Borno State Hospital Management Board (BHMB) to advocate 

for the reactivation of secondary health care services at the Gwoza General Hospital, following the withdrawal of MSF. 
Delays in government take-over of the health facility (as initially planned) resulted in major health response gaps for 
over 60,000 people in the area. Following the engagements, the BHMB has commenced the mobilization of health staff 
including 12 nurses from two other nonfunctional hospitals in the LGA to reactivate critical services at the Gwoza 
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General Hospital. The health sector and BHMB also agreed to hold monthly review meetings to ensure that key 
response indicators are met to ensure quality healthcare services to affected populations in the area. 
 
UNICEF is conducting hygiene promotion messages and awareness on COVID-19 preventive measures across host 
communities and camps. UNICEF also repairs and maintains latrines in the UNICEF hospital and facilitates water 
trucking across targeted camps and the host community. 
 

  Protection 

Response: 
• The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) conducted trainings on protection and human rights issues for some 53 

stakeholders and local authority focal points from Pulka, Mafa, Bama, MMC and Gwoza towns during the reporting 
period, as part of efforts to improve quality of services.  

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 
• Access to WASH facilities and services continues to be impacted by wear and tear of emergency latrines and extreme 

weather conditions that have reduced privacy and utilization rates by about 50 per cent. 
• Delays of several weeks in obtaining security clearance and access for the transportation of vital supplies to deep 

field/hard-to-reach locations are contributing to major response gaps for vulnerable households and increasing the 
risk of disease outbreaks.  

• Ongoing rainstorms and flooding incidents have resulted in latrines being filled up faster, hiking up the operational costs, 
particularly for desludging activities which now must be carried out more frequently.  

• There is an urgent need for the repair and re-construction of about 54 per cent of latrines that are partially functional or 
totally broken.  

 
Response: 
• As part of the rainy season emergency response, the WASH Sector and partners across locations, including high-

risk/hard-to-reach areas, are intensifying risk mitigation measures such as hygiene promotion and joint sensitization 
programmes to prevent the outbreak of cholera and strengthen alert systems for prompt identification and response to 
possible outbreaks. Chlorination of water points, disinfection of drainages and distribution of vital WASH and NFI kits 
are also ongoing across vulnerable locations.  

• Terres des Hommes (TdH), in collaboration with MSF, has reactivated the monitoring of water quality in Rann water 
points. TdH also prepositioned contingency stocks for cholera, including mitigation and prevention (chlorine, latrine 
emergency repair materials, and handwashing stations). 

 
  Funding Overview 

Out of $1.0 billion required for the 2021 humanitarian response in north-east Nigeria, $503 million is required for Borno 
State.  
 

 
 

Sign up to our mailing list: bit.ly/NigeriaUpdates 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/nigeria; reports.unocha.org/en/country/nigeria; 

www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nigeria  
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