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Mid-Year 2019   

 
196,792  
# of children affected  
30,058 
# of refugees and asylum seekers 
(UNHCR, June 2019)  
5,410 
# of refugees and asylum seekers in 
Djibouti-city (UNHCR, June 2019) 

UNICEF Humanitarian Appeal 2019: 
US$ 1,814,0211 
Funding Status:  
US$ 3,478,693   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

                                                        
1 Due to a planning error, the humanitarian appeal amount differs from the one specified in the MENA 2019 HAC. 

UNICEF’s Response with 
Partners 
 

 
UNICEF 

 
Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF  
Results  

(Jan – Jun 
2019) 

Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results  
(Jan-Jun 

2019) 

# of people affected by emergencies 
with access to adequate sanitation  

1,400 660 N/A N/A** 

# of refugee children accessing quality 
pre-primary, primary and secondary 
education 

6,000 5,003 6,000 5,003 

# of children U5 received measles 
vaccination 

123.000 0* 123,000 0* 

# of children U5 suffering from severe 
acute malnutrition admitted into 
therapeutic feeding programme  

2,000 
No data 

*** 
2,000 N/A** 

# of refugee children and caregivers 
supported with psychosocial activities   

10,000 1,348 N/A N/A 

* Measles campaign planned for October 2019. 
** In the absence of a functional sectoral coordination mechanism, it is not possible to obtain sector-wide 
data on results. 
*** Routine data from Health Management Information System/Ministry of Health not yet released for 
the period Jan-Jun 2019. 
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     HIGHLIGHTS 

 
• UNICEF supported 660 internally displaced people to gain access to 

adequate sanitation and ensured that 8,000 people were reached with 
messages on good hygiene practices to prevent waterborne diseases. 

• The country is currently hosting just over 30,000 refugees and asylum 
seekers which represents a slight increase of around 1,200 compared to 
December 2018. The increase represents a small rise in the number of 
Ethiopian, Somali and Yemeni refugees. In the first half of 2019 UNICEF 
continued to support child protection and education services for refugee 
children.  

• UNICEF supported the Ministry of Education to rehabilitate and equip 16 

schools damaged by the cyclone in Djibouti city in May 2018, enabling 

17,096 children to continue their education. UNICEF continued to support 

5,003 refugee children enrolled in Lire-Ecrire-Compter (LEC) second-

chance education centers and in schools in the refugee settlements. 

• Around 1,348 refugee children and caregivers received psychosocial 

support in the form of counselling and para-counselling services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Funds 
received, 
$2,358,3

12

Carry-
forward, 
$168,000

Funding 
gap, 

$578,000

Total 
requirement: 

$1.8 M 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

Djibouti is a country of 992,637 people with 30,058 refugees (UNHCR database June 2019). One of the main drivers of 
humanitarian needs in Djibouti is the chronic drought which affected almost 320,000 people in 2018, including 40,000 
children compared to 130,000 people affected in 2016. The impact of the drought is aggravated by additional pressures 
on already overstretched basic social services by asylum seekers (from Somalia, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and recently Yemen) 
and migrants mostly coming from Ethiopia, Somalia and transiting through Djibouti to the Gulf countries via Yemen.   

The prolonged drought induced by climate change over the past two decades has led to a significant deterioration in 
Djibouti’s humanitarian situation. Heat and arid conditions have left only 0.01 per cent of the land arable with minimal 
annual rainfall. More than fifty-eight per cent of the rural population is food insecure and about twenty-three per cent 
live in extreme poverty. Forty-two per cent of the population live in absolute poverty, and thirty-five per cent of the rural 

population have no access to water.   This situation also contributes to high rates of acute malnutrition. In 2019, 
about 20,000 cases of acute malnutrition are expected of which 6,200 are severe acute malnutrition cases among children. 
In areas affected by chronic drought, the expected caseload for severe acute malnutrition is around 2,000.  

Recurrent measles outbreaks have also been an increasingly regular feature of the emergency profile in Djibouti (460 
cases registered in the 2018 outbreak; 69 cases registered in 2019, mostly in Djibouti City). Some 80 per cent of cases 
occurred among children aged 6 months to 5 years of age and 15 per cent among children 5-15 years of age, including 
Djiboutians, refugees, and migrants throughout the country. Djibouti’s Government identified the need for a nationwide 
emergency mass measles vaccination campaign targeting 123,000 children aged 6 months to 15 years (planned for 
October 2019) with funding secured through the CERF Underfunded Emergencies (UFE) window. 

In the first half of 2019, a malaria outbreak was recorded in Djibouti, with an estimated 30,304 cases reported, including 

around 2,400 children under 5 (source: Epidemic surveillance report, Institut National de Santé Publique de Djibouti). A 
multisectoral response under the technical leadership of the Ministry of Health and the coordination of the Prime 
Minister’s Office as well as the support of several UN agencies (WHO, UNDP, UNICEF) is currently ongoing and is showing 
encouraging results in terms of falling case numbers.  

In May 2018, the tropical cyclone Sagar hit Djibouti causing floods in at least 15 percent of Djibouti city. UNICEF and other 
aid agencies are supporting the Government to address affected populations’ needs during the post-Sagar period. The 
cyclone weakened fragile basic social service systems, causing damage to an estimated 10,000 households (about 150,000 
people) with about 2,000 households (10,000 people) severely hit. Schools and other social infrastructure have been 
affected, the total damage is estimated at USD30 million2. The damage caused by cyclone Sagar in the areas of sanitation 
and school settings have been the major focus for UNICEF support during the first semester of 2019. According to the 
human impact assessment of the cyclone which was conducted by the State Secretariat for Social Affairs and recently 
validated, a total of 78% of surveyed households stated that their dwelling was partially damaged whereas 17% indicated 
that their houses had been completely destroyed by the flooding. Furthermore, around 50% of households included in 
the survey declared that their household latrines had been damaged following the cyclone. 

A significant number of children are still out of school, in particular children on the move. Enrolment rates in the refugee 
settlements are as low as 47%. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
2 World Bank Assessment of the damaged caused by cyclone Sagar in Djibouti, September 2018. 
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Sector 2019 People in Need 2019 Children in Need Source 

Child 
Protection 

9,842  9,842 

Migrants, refugees and 
unaccompanied children 
ONARS (National Office for 
Assistance to Refugees and 

Affected Populations ) 
statistics 2018.  

Education 6,000 6,000 
UNHCR 2018 refugees report 
Ministry of Education statistics 
2017-2018. 

Health 123,000  123,000 
Children 6 months – 15 years 
(measles campaign) 
EPI statistics 2018.  

Nutrition 33,392 1,300  
Revised expected Severe Acute 
Malnutrition cases in drought-
affected – SMART survey 2019. 

WASH 320,000 
 40,000 (children U5) 

137,600 (children 0-18 years) 

Direction of Statistics and 
Demographic Studies, DISED 
2017 and Direction de 
l’Hydraulique Rurale/ Ministry 
of Agriculture ) routine 
statistics 2018. 

Total 329,842 144,000 

Direction of Statistics and 
Demographic Studies, DISED 
2017 Migrants, refugees and 
unaccompanied children 
ONARS) statistics 2018 

 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

 
Given that Djibouti has not had a Humanitarian Response Plan for some years, for 2019, Djibouti’s humanitarian needs 
were integrated into the MENA Region Humanitarian Action for children (HAC) appeal. In the aftermath of cyclone Sagar 
which occurred in May 2018, an Emergency Crisis Cell was established under the leadership of the Office of the UN 
Resident Coordinator to support the Government in responding to this natural catastrophe, while also assessing and 
addressing the post-cyclone needs. It continues to coordinate UN agency interventions on the post-cyclone response. An 
assessment of the socio-economic consequences of the cyclone Sagar at a household level among the affected 
populations by the State Secretariat of Social Affairs has recently been completed and validated, with support from the 
United Nations Country Team. Results from this assessment, coupled with the World Bank/Government assessment of 
cyclone’s impact on infrastructure are being used to guide the recovery interventions. The UNICEF country office 
humanitarian plan is centered on the continued post-Sagar response, strengthening preparedness and contingency 
planning as well as addressing the critical WASH needs of the populations affected by drought and along the migrants’ 
corridors.   

The Executive Secretariat for Disaster Risk Management has recently updated the national disaster contingency plan  (Plan 
ORSEC) with support from the World Bank, also including inputs from UNICEF and other UN agencies. The plan is however 
not yet fully operational and requires further work to reflect interministerial coordination mechanisms, financing 
mechanisms and the role of development partners, including UN agencies. 

The UNICEF 2019 Humanitarian Response also includes the Refugee Response Plan coordinated by UNHCR in cooperation 
with the Government of Djibouti through ONARS, mainly focusing on securing access to formal education for refugee 
children as well as creating conditions for non-formal education for out-of-school children, including children on the move 
and vulnerable Djiboutian children.  

Estimated Affected Population  
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from the 2019 UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children) 
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Humanitarian Strategy 
 
UNICEF’s 2019 humanitarian strategy focuses on strengthening the Government’s capacity to coordinate preparedness 
for and response to emergencies while also building the local population’s resilience by enhancing sustainable access to 
quality basic social services (education, health, social protection and WASH) for local communities and emergency-
affected populations (see sectoral chapters for details). As such, UNICEF is transitioning its humanitarian response strategy 
toward long-term development to help address chronic and protracted emergencies, thus also strengthening the linkages 
between humanitarian and development work. In response to recurrent measles outbreaks during the past years, UNICEF 
is joining WHO efforts to support the Ministry of Health in conducting nationwide measles vaccination campaign targeting 
children 9 months to 15 years of age, with implementation planned in October 2019. UNICEF Djibouti’s humanitarian 
WASH interventions aim to increase access to safe water and adequate sanitation facilities as well as hygiene promotion 
with particular focus on communities affected by drought, migrants and refugees, education interventions for refugee 
children and out-of-school children and psychosocial support to street children in needs. In health and nutrition, UNICEF 
is focusing on covering essential inputs and supplies (vaccines, plumpynut) as well as strengthening the capacity of 
counterparts to deliver quality services to children suffering from severe acute malnutrition. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response 
  

 Nutrition  

Nutrition is one of the major public health concerns in Djibouti. During the first half of 2019, UNICEF has worked to secure 
nutrition supplies, including 6,000 cartons of plumpynut, ensuring no stock-outs in health facilities in the country since 
January 2019 and maintaining the detection and treatment of severely malnourished children. The Health Information 
System (HIS) reports for the first half of 2019 are yet to be released by the Ministry of Health (MoH), therefore results will 
be available in the year-end Humanitarian Situation report.  
 
UNICEF has also supported the Government to conduct a SMART nutrition survey nationwide and the results are expected 
to be released by the MoH in the coming period. The findings will better inform the nutrition humanitarian response in 
the country through strategic and timely interventions. The funding gap in emergency funds for nutrition means that 
there is a shortfall to cover activities related to strengthening supervision and monitoring.  
 

Health  

During this first half of 2019, Djibouti has recorded an outbreak of malaria with estimated 30,304 cases reported across 
the country, including around 2,400 children under 5 (Data Source: rapport de la surveillance épidémiologique de l’Institut 
National de Santé Publique de Djibouti  (INSPD)). UNICEF has joined WHO and UNDP to support the MoH in the elaboration 
and implementation of the on-going response plan. UNICEF contributed to convene a wide range of partners, including 
government and civil society organisations, during a 3-day workshop and develop a joint community-based response. 
UNICEF supported the country by setting-up a Communication Response Plan Committee chaired by the Health Promotion 
Department to tackle the outbreak. In addition, UNICEF supported the MoH to identify a senior international consultant 
and provided technical support to develop a comprehensive malaria communication strategy based on findings from 
formative research. The strategy which is currently being implemented includes interventions to promote the uptake of 
health services as well as awareness-raising and social mobilization activities through songs and short plays performed by 
renowned national artists in the local languages through radio and television. The strategy was validated in July 2019 and 
will be implemented this year. UNICEF will support the behaviour change interventions.  
 
UNICEF is also joining WHO to support a nationwide measles campaign for around 123,000 children aged 9 months to 15 
years, with implementation planned in October 2019. Funds have been secured through the CERF UFE (underfunded 
emergency).  In addition, UNICEF and WHO supported the country in enhancing the polio surveillance system and have 
supported MoH in planning the national polio/measles campaign for October 2019, targeting 123,000 children under the 
age of five (U5).  Reporting on results of this component of the health sector response will be included in the December 
SitRep. 
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

In response to the humanitarian crisis caused by cyclone Sagar, UNICEF has supported the rehabilitation of 160 household 
latrines for 960 persons and the construction of four blocks of 10 public latrines in Djibouti enabling more than 2,000 
persons to have improved access to latrines on a daily basis. In Damerjog IDP camp, 350 family latrines are under 
construction thereby providing access to modern latrines to more than 3,000 IDPs and 10,000 people affected by the 
cyclone Sagar. 
 
To prevent outbreaks of waterborne diseases, e.g. Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD), UNICEF partnered with the Red 
Crescent of Djibouti to conduct a large-scale hygiene promotion campaign during which more than 25,000 people were 
reached (more than 75,000 indirectly)  with messages on handwashing and household water treatment practices through 
multiple channels (SMS and face-to-face). More than 5,000 people living along the migrant routes in Tadjourah region 
were reached with hygiene promotion interventions aiming to limit the spread of Acute Watery Diarrheal (AWD) reported 
in those areas. UNICEF has also extended its partnerships by engaging an additional national non-governmental 
organization to cover host communities along the migrant routes in Tadjourah region, thus contributing to the reduction 
of AWD in the area.  
 
To address the critical WASH needs of people on the move and communities living along the migrant routes, UNICEF has 
succeeded in mobilizing additional funds from the CERF UFE (early June 2019). Activities aiming to improve access to safe 
water in humanitarian situations are pending implementation in the second half of the year. 
 
 

 Education  

Since January 2019, UNICEF supported 5,003 refugee children enrolled in Lire-Ecrire-Compter (LEC) centers, second-
chance education centers in Djibouti City and other sites in rural areas, as well as in schools in refugee settlements. 
Following Djibouti’s commitment to the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework (CRFF), education services for 
refugee children have been managed by the Ministry of Education since 2017 (they were previously run by NGOs).  
 
The UNICEF-supported response to rehabilitate 13 schools and provide 16 schools with furniture and other equipment 
following damage by cyclone Sagar is still ongoing and will enable 17,096 children, including 8,048 girls, to attend school 
in a safe and clean environment. As of June 2019, 6 schools had been fully rehabilitated and rehabilitation of four others 
is ongoing. A costing exercise is ongoing for the 3 remaining schools which require water disposal systems. 
 
While there is a strong commitment by the Government regarding the integration of refugee children into the national 
education system, there are significant challenges related to school infrastructure and the quality of education. With 
ECHO funding, UNICEF is supporting teacher training on teaching methods, life skills and psycho-social support. 
Furthermore, UNICEF is supporting the rehabilitation of 10 classrooms (6 in Ali Addeh; 2 each in Holl Holl and Markazi) to 
make them compliant with norms for inclusive education and the construction of 10 additional latrines for schools in the 
refugee camps of Ali Addeh, Holl Holl and Markazi. UNICEF continued to support its partner organisation Lutheran World 
Foundation (LWF) in the refugee settlements to train teachers on education for children with special needs and to provide 
vocational training and life skills education to out-of-school refugee children. 
 

 

 Child Protection  

Through a UNICEF partnership, around 440 migrant street children benefited from a package of basic social services, 
including food distribution, hygiene kits/services, literacy training, healthcare, family tracking and family placement,  para-
counseling and vocational training. UNICEF’s implementing partner Caritas was able to identify 40 adolescents aged 
between 15 and 17 (20 girls and 20 boys) to start vocational training in a professional center in September with the 
support of UNICEF. Additionally, UNICEF will support the capacity building of the staff of Caritas. Furthermore, during the 
first half of 2019, a total of 1,348 caregivers and children in refugee settlements received psychosocial support and 
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awareness-raising sessions on child rights through a partnership with LWF. In addition, unaccompanied and separated 
children are either reunified with their family or placed with a foster family particularly in refugee camps.  
 
For the second semester of 2019, UNICEF plans to support the construction of Child and Youth friendly space in one of 
Holl Holl refugee settlement to support the expansion of child protection services and recreational activities for 
adolescents. The limited funding available for Child Protection in Emergencies means that the programmes are at risk of 
closing, should funding not be secured for the second half of 2019, leaving children vulnerable and with no services. 

 
Funding  
  
UNICEF Djibouti has succeeded in mobilizing significant amounts of funding from various donors (African Development 
Bank, Japan Government and the European Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection Department (ECHO)) to 
address the issue of school rehabilitation and education for refugee children during 2019. In the WASH Sector, consecutive 
CERF allocations were received to address the WASH needs of the populations affected by the cyclone Sagar as well as 
the populations within the migrants’ corridors. These funding sources have helped the office to reach and even exceed 
the funding needs for the humanitarian response during 2019 – however, most of these funds are totally earmarked, 
leaving some areas (child protection and health) underfunded. The urgent funding priorities of UNICEF Djibouti for 
humanitarian response for the second half of the year have been estimated at the total amount of $578,000 (WASH: 
$184,000 / Child Protection: $150,000 / Education: $244,000).  

A total funding target of US$1,814,021 was estimated for humanitarian response in Djibouti for 2019. In 2019, a total of 
US$2,526,312 has been received of which US$168,000 were carried forward from 2018 mostly for the -post-Sagar 
education response and through the CERF UFE. However, while the overall funding target has been exceeded, a number 
of sectors including health, nutrition, and child protection remain underfunded.  
 
 

Funding Situation (as of 30 June 2019) 

Appeal Sector Requirements (US$) 

Funds available* (US$) Funding gap/excess (US$) 

Carry forward 
Funds received 
during current 

year (2019) 
$ 

Proportion 
of target 

funded (%) 

WASH 560,021 20,000 794,392 ( 254,371) 145 

Education 394,000 0 1,321,824 (927,824) 335 

Health 310,000 48,000 196,262 65,738 79 

Nutrition 200,000 20,000 45,834 134,166 33 

Child Protection 200,000 80,000 - 270,000 23 

Social Protection 150,000 - - 150,000 0 

Total 1,814,021 168,000 2,358,312 ZER* ZER* 

 

* The funding gap and funds available do not equal the total HAC requirements as there is a surplus under WASH and Education. 
 
Next SitRep: January 2019. 

 
UNICEF Djibouti Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFdjibouti 

UNICEF Djibouti Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/djibouti.html 
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Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Melva Johnson 
Representative 
UNICEF Djibouti 
Tel: +253 77 055 223 
Fax: +253 21 35 63 46 
Email: dmahonde@unicef.org 
 
 

Alexandra Illmer 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Djibouti 
Tel: +253 77 252 721 
Fax: +253 21 35 63 46 
Email: aillmer@unicef.org 
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Annex A 
 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS (January – June 2019) 

 

DJIBOUTI 
Overall 
needs 

Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

 
2019 

Target 
 

Total 
Results 

XX 
 2019 
Target  

Total 
Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE   

 # of people with access to sufficient 
quantity of safe drinking water in 
humanitarian situations i 

 
320,000 

N/A 
 
 
 

N/A 

0¹ 
 
 
 

N/A 

 

5,264 
 
 

1,400 

0¹ 
 
 

660 # of people affected by emergencies 
with access to adequate sanitation  

EDUCATION 

# of refugee children in need accessing  
quality pre-primary, primary and 
secondary education 

6,000 6,000 5,003  6,000 
5,003 

 

# of children, youth and adolescents 
affected by displacement who are 
enrolled in non-formal education 
channels 

 N/A N/A  2,500 961 

HEALTH 

 # of children U5 received measles 
vaccines  

123,000 123,000 0¹  123,000 0¹ 

# of children U5 received the polio 
vaccine  

123,000 
 

114,000 
 

 
0¹ 
 

 
 

114,000 
 

0¹ 
 

# of children U5 suffering from 
diarrhoea received ORS and zinc 

 N/A N/A²   5,000 N/A² 

NUTRITION 

 # of children under 5 suffering from 
severe acute malnutrition admitted into 
therapeutic feeding programme  

2,000 2,000 N/A1  
 

 
2,000 N/A1  

# of children U5 provided with vitamin 
A supplementation 

 N/A N/A2   31,392 N/A2   

CHILD PROTECTION 

#  refugee children and caregivers 
supported with psychosocial activities  

N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

10,000 1,248 

# Unaccompanied refugee children 
benefited from risk awareness activities  

N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

200 N/A 

 

Footnotes: 
WASH 1:  Funding became available mid-year therefore activities are planned for the second half of 2019. 
Health 1: Measles and polio campaigns are planned for October 2019. 
Health 2: Routine data covering January- June 2019 is pending release from HMIS/Ministry of Health. 
Nutrition 1:  Routine data covering January- June 2019 is pending release from HMIS/Ministry of Health. 
Nutrition 2:  Data expected from SMART survey (validation planned for September 2019). 
 


