
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 

Main road supply routes have been blocked to Bulo Burto in Hiraan 
since March impacting market activity. Credit: UN Photo/Tobin Jones 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Humanitarian partners step 

up response in drought and 

conflict affected areas in the 

most affected regions.  

 Despite the challenging 

operating environment, aid 

organizations have used 

different modalities to assist 

people in areas previously 

beyond reach.  

 Critical boost in funding for 

reprioritized needs, but 

funding levels falls short of 

needs on the ground.  

FIGURES 

# of people in  
humanitarian 
emergency  
and crisis 

            1m 

# of people  
in stress 

       2.16m 

 

# of acutely              218,000 
malnourished  
children under age 5  

Source: www.fsnau.org 
(Aug-Dec 2014 projection) 

# of internally 
displaced people  

     1.1m 

# of Somali 
refugees in the 
Horn of Africa 
and Yemen 

        1m 

Source: UNHCR 

Consol ida ted Appeal  

FUNDING 

933 million  
requested for 2014 (US$) 

34% (318 million) 
   (reflecting reported funding on 

FTS as of 17 October 2014) 

Source: http://fts.unocha.org 

Emergency response in drought-affected areas 
Gedo hard hit with over two thirds of residents impacted by dry conditions 

Humanitarian partners are scaling up response to 
cover the needs of affected people in drought-
affected regions in Somalia. Gedo region has 
been hard hit with 70 per cent of its population 
affected by drought conditions according to 
authorities and humanitarian partners. An 
estimated 1,500 people have been displaced 
from rural to urban areas within Gedo due to the 
drought. About 77,000 people have received 
emergency water through water trucking in 
Baardheere, Ceel Waaq, Doolow and Luuq distri-
cts in Gedo region, while another 78,000 people 
will receive similar support in October in Buur 
Dhuubo and Garbahaarey. Over 47,000 people 
were provided with food in September and 
130,000 people have benefitted from cash-for-
work activities. 

For more information, see latest FEWS NET alert: http://bit.ly/1yJ0pd3  

Strengthened coordination with authorities to maximize resources 

The drought response is coordinated with the Government’s Ministerial Emergency 
Response Committee, which has met regularly with the humanitarian community to share 
information and address gaps in the drought response; particularly, food and water in the 
most affected areas of Bay, Bakool, Galgaduud, Gedo, Hiraan and Lower Juba regions. 
The seasonal Deyr rains started early across the country. The short rains (October-
December) are expected to be average to above average, which could alleviate the 
situation, but also brings a risk of flooding with rising water levels. 

The Emergency Response Committee is also managing bilateral assistance, mainly food 
aid from member states such as Djibouti, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates. In late 
September, 10,000 metric tons of emergency food donated by the Turkish Red Crescent 
arrived in the port of Mogadishu. A UN emergency cash grant of US$50,000 was 
approved to enable transport and monitor delivery of food items donated to the 
Government, to drought affected people in priority locations: Bay, Bakool, Gedo, Hiraan, 
Galgaduud and Middle Shabelle.  

Aid missions to drought and conflict affected areas to inform response 

The Humanitarian Coordinator visited Bulo Burto in Hiraan region on 23 September 
where humanitarian needs are high as a result of drought and roads being blocked since 
the town came under Government control in March this year. The only hospital was 

Source: FGS/Humanitarian partners 
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BASELINE 

Population   
(UNDP, 2005) 

   7.5m 

GDP per capita 
(Somalia Human  
Development  
Report 2012) 

       $284 

% pop living on 
less than US$1 
per day 
(UNDP/World 
Bank 2002) 

               43% 

Life expectancy 
(UNDP-HDR 
2011) 

      51 years 

Under-five 
mortality  
(FSNAU 2014) 

 0.68/10,000 
/day 

Under-five 
global acute 
malnutrition rate 
(FSNAU 2014) 

         14.9% 

% population 
using improved 
drinking water 
sources  
(UNDP 2009) 

            30% 

 

 

 

CLUSTERS  

Lead/Co-lead organization 

Education UNICEF 
SC-Alliance 

Food security FAO/WFP 
WOCCA/RAWA 

Health WHO 
Merlin 

Logistics WFP 

Nutrition UNICEF 
CAFDARO 

Protection  UNHCR 
DRC 

Shelter UNHCR 
UNHABITAT 

Water, 
sanitation & 
hygiene 

UNICEF 
Oxfam GB 

 

closed and health needs are vast. Farmers had not been able to cultivate their land and 
relied on food aid as the commercial routes to Mogadishu and Belet Weyne are cut off. 
Prices of basic food commodities have spiked with an average 50 per cent in the last six 
months due to the blockage of the main roads. Water supply is also scarce and the price 
of 20 litres had tripled, from 1,000 to 3,000 ($1.2 to $3.6) Somali Shillings three months 
ago with people resorting to drinking unsafe river water as a result. Urgent response is 
being organised. Household items for about 500 families have already been delivered.  

Humanitarian access remains tenuous 
Military gains are yet to translate into predictable humanitarian access 

The military offensive by the Somali 
National Armed Forces and the African 
Union Mission in Somalia to recover Al 
Shabaab controlled areas in southern 
and central Somalia continues. More 
than 7,000 people have fled their homes 
in August and September due to the 
military offensive, according to the UN 
refugee agency (UNHCR). People have 
largely been temporarily displaced in 
Bakool and Lower Shabelle regions. 
Since the initial launch of the military 
operation in March this year, over 
80,000 people have been uprooted from 
their homes, with more than 73,000 dur-
ing the first phase. Humanitarians are 
working to determine urgent needs in 
newly recovered areas, mapping supp-
lies in the various hubs and how to best 
respond. All humanitarian assistance is based on assessed needs and is guided by the 
humanitarian principles of: humanity, neutrality, impartiality and operational indepen-
dence. It is hoped that if the military operation leads to the establishment of proper 
administrative structures in the newly controlled areas, it may provide an opportunity for 
humanitarian organizations to have a safe and predictable access to people in need in 
those areas. 

Regaining road access critical to communities isolated by conflict 

Road access is severely constrained in 
28 districts in southern and central Som-
alia due to insecurity, fighting along 
major supply routes, road blockages and 
encirclement of newly recovered areas 
by non-state armed actors. Illegal check-
points, banditry and demands for bribes 
are experienced even in areas where 
there has been no active conflict. In the 
first nine months of 2014, 2,200 conflict 
incidents with humanitarian implications 
were registered, of which 107 incidents 
were related to checkpoints.  

Despite the challenging operating en-
vironment, aid workers have used 
different modalities to expand access in 
areas previously beyond reach. In Aug-
ust, regular emergency air cargo flights 
were initiated, funded by the Common 
Humanitarian Fund (CHF), to provide 
urgently needed relief in hard-to-reach  

 

Source: Population movement (UNHCR) and AMISOM/UNSOM 

 

Source: OCHA, Logistics Cluster and NSP 
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areas. An additional $1 million from the CHF has just been 
allocated to support the delivery of critical assistance to 
locations inaccessible by road, particularly in Bay and Bakool 
regions. This is in addition to $2 million allocated between 
June and September to support air cargo flights and 
passenger flights. So far, the emergency flights have allowed 
humanitarians to reach over 66,000 affected people in three 
regions with more than 330 metric tons of aid, including nutrition supplies, supplementary 
food, vaccinations and education material. However, airlifting is a short-term solution as 
flights are expensive and cannot bring the quantities needed for response. Regaining 
road access to communities isolated by conflict is a top priority, and requires the 
collective effort of all parties to the conflict.  

Gender-based violence is pervasive in Somalia 
Over 1,000 cases reported in Mogadishu in the first six months of 2014 

Women and girls in Somalia continue to be at high risk of gender-based violence. In the 
first six months of 2014, over 1,000 cases were reported in Mogadishu alone according to 
the Somalia Gender-Based Violence Working Group. The actual number of violations is 
believed to be higher as most survivors do not report these crimes due to fear of social 
stigma and reprisals from perpetrators. Decades of conflict, erosion of social protection 
mechanisms, and food insecurity have increased the vulnerability and women and girls 
are exposed to rape, intimate partner violence, sexual abuse and exploitation particularly 
during conflict and displacement. At the same time, prevention programmes and medical, 
psychosocial and legal response services are limited and under resourced. About 22,000 
survivors of violations have been provided with psychosocial support by aid workers in 
2014. Across Somalia, the majority of cases of sexual violence reported have been rape 
followed by physical assault, and the majority of survivors have been females from 
displaced communities. 

Impunity is widespread. Traditional laws, often used instead of weak state judiciary, 
discriminate against women and girls, and for girls may often result in being married off to 
the perpetrator. The perpetrators of gender-based violence include people from within the 
displaced community, from host community, as well as from the armed forces. Efforts are 
needed to hold perpetrators accountable and prioritize the zero-tolerance policy on 
sexual exploitation and abuse. Furthermore, it is crucial that safe and accessible services 
are available for survivors including medical assistance and psychosocial support. The 
Federal Government of Somalia is drafting a Sexual Offenses Bill, which when enacted 
would act as legal framework to protect women, girls and children from these violations, 
particularly sexual violence. 

Concerted efforts to lower malnutrition rates 
Nutrition partners addressing supply chain gaps for timely response 

An estimated 218,000 children under five are acutely malnourished in Somalia – a 7 per 
cent increase since January. Assessments by food security partners have found that the 
situation is critical among displaced communities, with global acute malnutrition rates up 
to 18.9 per cent in seven urban displacement settlements, well above the 15 per cent 
global emergency threshold. The high levels were associated with disease outbreaks 
caused by lack of adequate and commensurate water and sanitation activities. In 
response, the Nutrition Cluster has been working with partners to address supply chain 
gaps and to ensure timely and continuous availability of essential supplies for treating 
and preventing acute malnutrition, specifically in treatment sites hosting displaced people. 
The cluster has also strengthened coordination among nutrition partners, including the 
essential package of health services programme and the Somalia Nutrition Consortium 
improving the response in Banadir, Bay, Bakool and the Shabelle regions. Malnutrition in 
Galgaduud and among displaced communities in Juba will be addressed through the 
recent allocations from the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund and CHF reserve. 
However, if the acute food insecurity situation is not well addressed there may be an 
additional increase in children suffering from acute malnutrition among displaced people. 

>300MT 
of critical supplies reaching 
tens of thousands of people               

New material on the  

OCHA Somalia website: 

CHF funding update: 

http://bit.ly/ZB7i0T 

Funding Snapshot:  

http://bit.ly/1qQJ20Y 

Key messages Somalia:  

http://bit.ly/1vXG9Ru 

HC press release: 

http://bit.ly/1yYbXdx 

HC press release in Somali: 

http://bit.ly/1yYbXdx 

Humanitarian Dashboard: 

http://bit.ly/1Ejr9lK 

Photo gallery Bulo Burto: 

http://bit.ly/1sOlKQF 
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For further information, please contact:  
Cecilia Attefors, Reports Officer, attefors@un.org, Tel. (+254) 733 770 766 
Michelle Delaney, Public Information Officer, delaneym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 731 043 156 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

The risks of exposure to diseases and measles are high due to poor sanitary conditions in 
the sites where displaced people reside and low vaccination coverages. 

Measles and polio campaigns launch in southern and central Somalia 

On 11 October, the much awaited measles and polio vaccination campaign in southern 
and central areas of Somalia was launched by the UN’s Children Fund and the World 
Health Organization. The campaign aims to vaccinate an estimated 330,000 children 
under five in Banadir region against measles, and about 750,000 children in other regions 
of the southern and central areas against polio. The measles campaign is partially funded 
by a $1.4 million allocation from the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund and 
$300,000 from the CHF. Polio national immunization days have been held in all districts 
of Somaliland targeting over 560,000 children under the age of five in September 2014.  

Critical boost in funding for reprioritized needs   
Despite injection, needs outpace funding hampering ability to save lives 

Based on early warnings, the humanitarian community in May 
developed a three-month response plan reprioritizing the most 
urgent life-saving needs for June-August to mitigate the imp-
act of the unfolding crisis and low funding levels. The plan 
was budgeted at $60 million, 10 per cent of the outstanding 
requirements for 2014 at the time. While there was no direct 
tracking of projects in the three-month plan, $159 million were recorded in the online 
Financial Tracking System as received or committed during these months.  

This boost in funding allowed aid workers to fill critical gaps stemming from drought and 
insecurity. The reach of food security activities increased, allowing humanitarians to 
assist twice as many households per month by the end of August in the targeted regions 
of Bakool, Hiraan, Galgaduud, Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, Bari, and Nugaal 
regions. However, the blockade of supply roads by armed groups in southern and central 
Somalia hampered the planned scale-up of activities in some highly affected towns in 
these regions such as Bulo Burto and Jalalaqsi in Hiraan and Waajid in Bakool, and parts 
of Lower Shabelle region. Most of the funding received against the three-month plan went 
to food security, nutrition and water, sanitation and hygiene clusters, while health, 
protection and education clusters did not manage to implement their priority activities in 
the operational plan due to lack of funds. Humanitarian partners and authorities continue 
to prioritise and plan for 2015 within the strategic framework adopted for 2013-2015. 

Disbursement for water services to drought-affected people prioritised 

The Common Humanitarian Fund has fast-tracked the disbursement of $700,000 for 
water, sanitation and hygiene projects to provide crucial services to about 40,000 people 
in drought affected areas in Belet Xaawo and Garbahaarey in Gedo and Mataban in 
Hiraan region. The money is part of the August $20 million allocation from CHF reserve. 
The money will fund critical gaps in the June-August operational plan and promote 
sustained access to safe water through rehabilitation of eight communal underground 
storage tanks (berkads) and construction of five water tanks in schools and hospitals. 
Hygiene and sanitation facilities will be improved for about 57,000 people. 

Overall funding situation 

 

$615m outstanding to meet humanitarian needs $318m funding received 

$159 million 
reported funding              

June – August 2014  

$933m 

aid appeal 

Source: http://fts.unocha.org, reflecting reported funding on FTS as of 17 October 2014. 
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