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Situation Report 3 –winter energy crisis – KYRGYZSTAN - 19 FEBRUARY 2009 
 
 

 
 
SITUATION 
 
1. Scheduled power cuts are continuing around the 

country leaving hospitals and other critical 
institutions outside provincial centres without 
power for several hours a day.  Preliminary 
results of a survey of medical institutions carried 
out for WHO by the Ministry of Health highlight 
some consequences of the power outrage 
including, disruption of laboratory tests and the 
cold chain, postponement of surgery to adjust to 
blackout schedules, delayed diagnose and 
irregular water supply.  

2. The Institute for War and Peace Reporting 
informs that many residents of high-rise buildings 
in provincial cities are now using coal or wood 
burning stoves to make up for a loss of central 
electrically-provided heating. An increase in the 
incidence of burns and carbon monoxide 
poisoning has been reported. In addition, the State 
Agency for Natural Resources and Forestry stated 
that the energy crisis has led to a 6.8% increase in 
illegal wood cutting. 

3. As of 17 February the volume of Toktogul 
Reservoir was 7.16 billion cubic metres, 88% of 
the volume at the same time last year.  Energy 
Minister, Ilyas Davydov, gave assurances that by 
1 April the volume would be not less than 6.15 
billion cubic metres, just below last year’s 

volume.  In order to increase levels, however, this 
would still likely necessitate scheduled power 
cuts over the summer. 

4. Heavy snowfalls at the beginning of February led 
to additional large-scale power outages in many 
parts of the country. In addition, there were 
avalanches and roadblocks in Toktogul, Togoz 
Toro and Alabuka districts of Jalalabat Province, 
leading to the closure of the main road between 
the north and south of the country. On 9 February 
a 5,000 m³ landslides in Uzgen District of Osh 
Province left 100 households without access to 
drinking water. 

5. On 6 February, the Ministry of Health reported a 
deterioration of the health status of 
schoolchildren.  According to this study, 20-25 
percent of children leave school with chronic 
diseases, of which thyroid gland diseases and 
anaemia are particularly significant.  Both 
affections are largely connected to a deficit of 
micronutrients in the diet. 

6. On 30 January, the Ministry of Agriculture 
reported that anthrax had been registered at 1219 
sites around the country.  On 9 February the 
Ministry of Health reported that 46 cases have 
been reported among humans since May 2008, of 
which more than half occurred in Jalalabat 
Province.  Causes include the high level of 
residual anthrax among livestock and pastureland 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• The appeal has been revised to take into account changing needs as the winter progresses. The 
appeal now seeks USD 14.7 million (down from USD 20.6 million) of which USD 6.7 million 
(48%) has been funded. 

• The Ministry of Health has reported a deterioration of the health status of school children 
related to micronutrient deficits. 

• Heavy snowfalls in February have aggravated energy shortages and caused avalanches. 
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in southern Kyrgyzstan, the lack of veterinary 
medicines, the lack of veterinary controls over 
sale and the lack of a compensation mechanism 
for diseased animals. 

 

INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 
 
7. On 6 February, a revised Flash Appeal was 

launched, to take into account the evolving needs 
as the winter develops.  The revised Appeal seeks 
$14.7 million for projects in the food, health, 
water and sanitation, shelter, and child protection 
and education sectors. 

8. To date, funding for the revised Flash Appeal 
stands at $6.7 million, or 48.1% of the total 
needed.  The received funds increased 
significantly last week as a result of three 
donations to the WFP food aid response: $2 
million from the Russian Federation, $2.1 million 
from a multi-donor WFP fund and $430,000 from 
Switzerland.  Nevertheless, other sectors – 
particularly water, sanitation and hygiene, and 
health – remain severely underfunded. 

9. On 4 February, USAID held a ceremony in Issyk 
Ata district hospital (Kant) to mark the delivery 
of 59 USAID generators for surgery and intensive 
care departments of provincial and district 
hospitals.  In addition, many hospital maternity 
departments have also received generators from 
the multi-donor SWAp mechanism through the 
Ministry of Health. 

10. On 2 February, the World Bank gave details of a 
scheme to support the agricultural sector in 
Kyrgyzstan –funds have already been received to 

support 800 rural veterinary doctors to control the 
spread of infectious diseases among livestock.  
This is part of a European Commission supported 
€8 million agricultural intervention which also 
includes measures to rehabilitate pasture land and 
increase agricultural productivity.  FAO is in 
close contact with the World Bank to ensure 
synergy of the interventions.  

11. On 3 February, the Russian Federation announced 
a $2 billion injection into Kyrgyzstan’s economy.  
$1.7 billion is earmarked for investment in the 
planned Kambarata-1 hydropower station, while 
$300 million has been allocated for social 
programmes.  The money comes as a low-interest 
loan to be paid back over 40 years.  In addition, a 
$150 million non-returnable anti-crisis assistance 
grant was given to the government. 

 

COORDINATION 
 
12. Humanitarian coordination is currently facilitated 

by a humanitarian coordination specialist in the 
UN RC Unit in Kyrgyzstan and through the leads 
of the five sectoral groups that have been set up. 

13. With the support of DFID and UNDP, an Early 
Recovery Unit will begin its work in mid-
February to develop a coordinated strategy to 
tackle dovetailing humanitarian and development 
concerns, such as energy and food insecurity, and 
sustainable land management. 

14. This situation report, together with further 
information on other ongoing emergencies is also 
available at http://www.reliefweb.int. 
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Contact details 
UN Offices in Kyrgyzstan Mr. Neal Walker 

Resident Coordinator  
 
Ms. Aynura Alymbekova 
Emergencies focal point 

Fax: + 996 312 611 191 
Tel: + 996 312 611 224 

 

OCHA Office in Almaty Ms. Gabriella Waaijman 
+7 727 2528 643 
+7 7777 809 071 
 
Mr. Ali Buzurukov 
+ 7 727 2528 643 

+7 7777 809 073 

E-mail: waaijman@un.org 
 
 
 
E-mail: buzurukov@un.org 

(Russian speaking) 

Desk Officer/Focal Points: Ms. Séverine Rey (New York) 
 
 
Mr. Pieter Neussl (Geneva) 

Direct Tel. + 1 917 367 5336 
E-mail: rey@un.org  
 
Office Tel: +41 22 917 4329 
E-mail: neussl@un.org   

Press Contact: (NY) Ms. Stephanie Bunker Office Tel : + 1 917-367-5126  
Office Fax: + 1 212-963-1312  

Email: bunker@un.org     
Press Contact: (GVA)                    Ms. Elizabeth Byrs Office Tel    +  41 22  917 26 53 

Office Fax    + 41 22  917 00 20 
E-mail:  byrs@un.org 

Press Contact: (Dubai)                    Ms. Nadia Evans Office Tel    +  971 50 227 9808 

E-mail:  evans@un.org 

 


