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SOMALIA PROTECTION MONITORING SYSTEM 

South Central, Somaliland, Puntland 

Summary of Findings - March 2022 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 
Data Collection Period 

19.03-

31.03 

 
KI providing consent 1152 

 
KI not providing consent 34 

 
Phone 296 

 
In person 856 

 
KI Reporting Violations 1014 

 
Female KI 435 

 
Male KI 579 

 

 

Constraints/Clarifications 

Due to connectivity issues, as explained below, data on 

82 interviews conducted in Jedhow District is not 

included in the table on the left. Data protection 

protocols employed by the SPMS do not allow for 

consistent levels of disaggregation required manually. 

 

As each KI may report a number of incidents, the overall 

total will not be equal to 100%. Furthermore, the 

percentage calculated disregards the KI’s who were not 

posed this question. Monitors are able to decide at their 

discretion based on sensitivity and appropriateness to 

not ask all questions. 

This report highlights the most prevalent protection concerns reported by KIs to partners in the referenced data collection 
period in March 2022. Further reference can be made to the Somalia Protection Monitoring System dashboard. 

 OVERALL PROTECTION TRENDS 

Below overview shows the overall reported occurrence of rights violations across Somalia/Land.  

 

https://spms.drchub.org/
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The above chart, as also in February 2022, indicates high reports of Female Genital 

Mutilation (FGM). The Gender-Based Violence Protection Cluster Area of 

Responsibility (AoR) in their April monthly advocacy brief highlights this as a coping 

strategy for “families seeking to escape poverty, and build social acceptance and 

affinity.”1 Reflecting on the fact that 99% of women are reported by the Somali 

Health and Demographic Survey of 2020 to have been exposed to FGM, the high 

number of reports of this violation are expected to remain in coming months.  

Furthermore, the February reported main contributors of women’s groups and 

traditional leaders continue to be seen as main contributors. Considering the 

acceptance as coping strategy, and the level of exposure – this is unsurprising.  

Reports of family separation, while not significantly increasing from 28% in 

February does move up to be second most reported violation this month. Bearing 

in mind the current context in Somalia, of heightened political tensions as a result 

of eviction and associated violence sparks as well as the ongoing drought resulting 

in increased displacement movements, reports are expected to continue. This is 

underscored by only IDPs as predominant population group experiencing 

separation. Adolescent girls and adult women reportedly are most affected, 

followed by adult men and adolescent boys.  

Separated females of any age group have increased vulnerability to be exposed to 

other risks, including sexual assault, exploitation, and abuse. 

It is important to note, however that prevalence of separation is low. A total of 86% 

of respondents indicate family separation to happen between 1-5 times in the past 

month. Key consideration in this, is that separation may happen during movement 

and key informants may not always be aware of its occurrence depending on the 

level of continued communication IDPs have with their area of origin communities.  

A key coping strategy for sexual abuse is to report to NGOs or health facilities (28%), 

or traditional leaders (18%). This may pose a constraint in reporting for IDPs who 

may not be aware of the closest service provider in sites that are new for them. It 

is telling that reports are rarely submitted to local authorities. This may be due to 

fears of reprisals and relates to February reported limited access to justice and 

compensation for abuses suffered. There are reports of females specifically having 

no confidence in the justice system, as perpetrators may be brought to court, but 

with bribes and reliance on nepotism chances of facing consequences are limited.  

Somali citizens overall struggle to have their grievances justly resolved as they often 

face discriminatory practices, are not well informed about their rights, and have few 

functional institutions to meet their justice needs. Seeking justice is especially 

challenging for women, minority groups, IDPs, and persons with disabilities. 

. 

                                                           
1 Somalia GBV Advocacy Brief, April 2022, p. 13. 

➢ FGM continues to be overall 
highest violation, and consistently 
reported at regional level. The 
Protection GBV AoR indicates its 
use as coping strategy for poverty. 

➢ Family separation predominantly 
experienced by IDPs, mostly 
women and girls. This increases 
potential for exposure to 
additional risks, including sexual 
assault. Moreover, its repeated 
reports at district level indicate 
direct protection consequences of 
drought- and conflict-related 
displacement. 

➢ Survivors of sexual assault 
reportedly rely on NGO, health, 
and traditional leaders as main 
provider of assistance. 

➢ Limited access to justice by 
females in particular is reportedly 
related to lack of confidence in 
the justice system and fear of 
reprisals. 

➢ Increased reports of 
violence/conflict related to 
distributions or other 
humanitarian assistance at 
regional level is a clear indicator 
of increasing despair levels of 
affected populations.  

➢ Practices of requesting payment, 
sexual favors, free labor in 
exchange for access to assistance 
are widely reported, as well as 
having to cede part of or all 
assistance received.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND ADVOCACY 

Based on overall findings as well as regional highlights, the Protection Cluster makes the following recommendations relating 

to advocacy and intervention methodologies. The recommendations below should be seen as additional to existing Protection 

advocacy messages and calls. 

→ Ensure accessible, visible, and understandable referral mappings are available to implementing actors, and 

communities at site/location level. The referral mapping should be presented to communities in a language they 

understand, and an easy-to-read format in locations often frequented. This aims to ensure newly displaced/arrived 

individuals and households are aware of agency presence and services. CFM information should be included. 

 

State-level Protection Clusters; Child Protection and Gender Based Violence AoRs – in 

collaboration with State-level CCCM Clusters 

→ Enhance communication with communities (CwC) initiatives to mitigate violence/conflict during humanitarian 

assistance provision. Agencies providing assistance in the form or distributions or otherwise are recommended to 

explain selection criteria, options for alternative assistance providers and future timelines of assistance provision, as 

well as information on CFM. Engagement with community leaders is advised to understand additional mitigation 

measures to violence reported, as well as most appropriate language and settings for CwC initiatives. Furthermore, 

opportunity for stress-release – in the shape of sharing fora or MHPSS services, should be provided to the community 

under distress.  

 

Community Engagement and Accountability (CEA) technical advisors, in collaboration with 

distribution providers including Food, WASH, Shelter/NFI Clusters and Cash Working Group.  

→ Enhance visibility of CFM mechanisms to allow assistance recipients to report if assistance was provided in 

exchange for money or free labor, and/or if recipients were forced to share/handover. Simultaneously, engagement 

with local authorities, at both regional and district level should be carried out to further raise concerns and agree on 

mitigation measures. Additionally, training of PSEA for staff and community leaders is recommended to be prioritized, 

with associated messages of unconditionality of assistance being disseminated to communities. 

 

Community Engagement and Accountability (CEA) technical advisors, in collaboration with 

distribution providers including Food, WASH, Shelter/NFI Clusters and Cash Working Group.  

→ Ensure key messages to households on the move are disseminated relating to best practices to avoid family 

separation. These messages should include child-friendly formats to ensure children are aware of full and detailed 

(contact) information of their parents and parents/family members have mitigation measures in place.  

 

All Clusters and relevant implementing agencies, as part of Protection Mainstreaming efforts with 

reference to the Centrality of Protection. 

→ Engage in focused advocacy with all armed actors to refrain from targeting under 18-year olds for inclusion in 

armed groups; whether it be in fighting or other associated tasks (e.g. gathering materials, cooking, administration, 

etc.). 

REITERATION OF PREVIOUS MONTH RECOMMENDATIONS – SUMMARIZED 

→ Enhance information gathering efforts to clarify underlying reasons for denial of access to justice – both formal and 

informal. This should focus on understanding mitigation measures for specific affected population groups. 

→ Enhance higher level advocacy to inform GBV responses specifically related to sexual assault and FGM. This should 

include cultural and religious leaders, including at a local level, to enhance buy-in of key stakeholders. 

→ Ensure proactive and regular coordination between partners across state/district lines to facilitate family tracing 

and reunification (FTR). 
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KEY FINDINGS (REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS)

 

STATE REGION 

Banadir Regional Administration  

Galmudug 
Galgaduud 

Mudug 

Hirshabelle 
Hiraan 

Middle Shabelle 

Jubaland 
Gedo 

Lower Juba 

South West State 

Bakool 

Bay 
Lower Shabelle 

 

 

The table on the left provides an overview of the locations 

where data collection was conducted in March 2022, 

organized in alphabetical order of states, and noted 

regions. The regional highlights are presented in the same 

order in the section below. 

The SPMS fully respects the humanitarian principle of 

neutrality. Denotation of geographical areas does not 

intend to reflect any political opinion or endorsement held 

by the Protection Cluster, or the monitoring partners.

To find more information on the protection situation in specific districts, please visit the Somalia Protection Monitoring 

System online dashboard. 

Banadir Regional Administration 

As in February, sexual assault is reportedly on 

the rise. The continuation of the drought and 

continuous arrivals of IDPs remain as 

exacerbating factor to over-crowdedness in 

IDP sites. Increased stress and frustration may 

be a contributing factor to conflict/violence 

occurring during distributions. Monitoring 

partner SSWC reports that following 

distribution, items are taken away from 

recipients. As a result of the ongoing election 

procedures, general insecurity in BRA is seen 

to have reduced and mainly resulting in 

mobile robberies taking place. 

 

 

 

 
KI Reporting Violations 300 

 

•  Community members interpret the interview process to be for assistance (eligibility survey). 

•  Increased requests for financial assistance from KIs; seen to be a result of additional pressures relating to the 

ongoing drought. 

• KI assessment fatigue and disgruntlement due to lack of responsive action. 

•  KI fear reprisals from armed groups for participation. 

33%

37%

40%

51%

55%

No access to duty-bearers (formal -
informal combined)

Violence related to distributions or
other humanitarian assistance

Killing/injury without legal process or
because of excessive use of power

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Sexual assault

Banadir Top 5 Reported Violations

https://spms.drchub.org/
https://spms.drchub.org/
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Galmudug - Galgaduud Region 

In addition to violations being reported by 

KIs, SPMS monitoring partner WISE 

indicates that respondents are 

highlighting other needs and gaps in 

response. Namely food shortage and 

famine, water shortage, loss of livestock, 

resulting in famine and potentially loss of 

life.  

As in February, sexual assault continues to 

take place as a result of shelter providing 

inadequate security. In addition to 

conflict/violence occurring relating to 

distributions, exclusion from assistance is 

also reported. There are insufficient details as to the specific persons/population groups affected.  

 

Galmudug - Mudug Region 

In Mudug region, monitoring partner 

PMWDO informally reports a high 

number of violations against women and 

girls. Specifically relating to sexual assault, 

sexual harassment and attempted rape 

are reported. Further, as GBV concern 

intimate partner violence is reported.  

Compared to February, the top five most 

reported violations remain consistent. 

However, the level of reports shows that 

there may be an increase of violence 

relating to distributions or other 

assistance. Once more this may be the 

result of increased desperation of affected populations as a result from the drought and corresponding gaps in ability to meet 

basic needs as well as enhanced exposure to protection risks.  

Efforts by protection actors focusing on awareness raising are seen to assist communities in obtaining access to assistance 

relating to SGBV incidents.  

 
KI Reporting Violations 43 

 

•  In addition to facing continuous droughts, attacks from non-state armed group remain frequent, resulting in 

heightened insecurity as well as contributing to inflation, unemployment, and displacement movement. 

 
KI Reporting Violations 140 

19%

21%

21%

21%

33%

Destruction of property (land, dwelling,
livestock)

No access to duty-bearers (formal -
informal combined)

Violence related to distributions or other
humanitarian assistance

Sexual assault

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Galgaduud Top 5 Reported Violations

19%

27%

36%

41%

42%

Sexual assault

No access to duty-bearers (formal -
informal combined)

Denial of access or unequal access of
vulnerable persons to humanitarian…

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Violence related to distributions or other
humanitarian assistance

Mudug Top 5 Reported Violations
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Hirshabelle - Hiraan Region 

The types of violations reported in Hiraan 

indicate a different environment and 

context than overall trends seen. Namely, 

reports of violence relating to assistance, 

family separation, and exclusion from 

assistance point to a situation of 

heightened displacement. Reports of 

injuries as a result of armed violence and 

contextual developments result in a 

conservative conclusion that conflict is 

the main driver of displacement.  

Considering the high level of destruction 

of property reported, it is likely that 

complaints aimed to be submitted to duty-bearers are related to this. It can be expected that destruction of property may 

contribute to further reasons for displacement. IDPs and adult women are reportedly most affected by lack of access to duty-

bearers, highlighting points raised in the overall trend analysis.   

 

Hirshabelle – Middle Shabelle Region 

  

The Middle Shabelle region reports that the 

ongoing humanitarian crisis as a result from 

the drought continues to exacerbate 

poverty, insecurity and access to 

education. There are increased gaps in 

affected populations’ ability to meet their 

basic needs. IDPs are reportedly living in 

situations with inadequate latrine facilities. 

According to monitoring partner WISE, this 

results in open defecation and may 

heighten chances and spread of communicable diseases. such as cholera and acute-watery diarrhea. An increase of reliance 

on negative coping mechanisms can be expected as a result, including child marriage. 

In addition to the top violations, extortion relating to receiving humanitarian assistance was reported by monitoring partner 

Peace Hub Foundation (PHF). According to PHF, this took the shape of beneficiaries being requested payment in exchange for 

 
KI Reporting Violations 33 

 

•  Due to same level of reports received, the graph shows 6 instead of 5 top reported violations. 

•  February reporting did not include data from Hiraan, limiting ability to draw conclusions on trends. 

 
KI Reporting Violations 28 

 

KI providing consent, not 

reflected on dashboard 
82 

39%

39%

39%

45%

64%

82%

Injuries as a result of armed violence /
conflict

Family members seperated against their
will

Denial of access or unequal access of
vulnerable persons to humanitarian…

Violence related to distributions or other
humanitarian assistance

Destruction of property (land, dwelling,
livestock)

No access to duty-bearers (formal -
informal combined)

Hiraan Top 5 Reported Violations

8%

8%

9%

15%

28%

Injuries as a result of armed violence /
conflict

Family members seperated against their
will

Violence related to distributions or
other humanitarian assistance

No access to duty-bearers (formal -
informal combined)

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Middle Shabelle Top 5 Reported Violations
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inclusion on distribution lists, and free labor in exchange for assistance. Additionally, individuals receiving assistance were 

reportedly forced to share content or hand over entire packages received.   

 

Jubaland – Gedo Region 

Violations in Gedo are in line with overall 

trends seen across Somalia/Land, with 

exception of child recruitment. Monitoring 

partner AMARD reports that lack of access to 

duty-bearers is often the result of needing to 

pay bribes or exclusion based on clan 

affiliation. Considering country-wide trends, 

it can be presumed the same is applicable to 

exclusion from humanitarian assistance, with 

practices enforced by gatekeepers.  

Figures of family separation align with those 

of the Gedo Child Protection Drought Rapid 

Assessment Report,2 where 61% of 

respondents indicated to know of reported 

cases of unaccompanied children, and 86% know of separated children. Separated families are less likely to have adequate 

means to support themselves, and are at higher risk of exposure to additional violations. This includes children being more 

vulnerable to being recruited by armed forces or armed groups. 

Furthermore, the CP assessment indicates 75% of children are engaged in hazardous labor. This can be seen as indication of 

employment of negative coping mechanisms, and children associated with armed groups or forces (CAAFAG) adds to that. It 

also indicates that children may not be enrolled in school, or attending class regularly. Traditionally, child labor and child 

marriage are two of the most commonly relied on coping strategies of families in crises situations. Considering the ongoing 

drought, it is to be expected that across Somalia/Land, this will increasingly be resorted to, posing significant threats to child 

wellbeing and development. 

                                                           
2 At time of writing, the report was in draft form. Kindly refer to CP AoR contacts if you wish to receive it, and are not on the mailing list. 

 

•  Due to technical difficulties, submissions from one partner were not able to be incorporated into the overall 

technical analysis on the SPMS dashboard. Figures have been analyzed manually, and added to the relevant 

parts of the report as possible. This relates to 82 KI interviews, of whom it is manually not possible to 

disaggregate the number of KIs reporting violations.  

•  February reporting did not include data from Middle Shabelle, limiting ability to draw conclusions on trends. 

 
KI Reporting Violations 177 

 

•  February reporting did not include data from Gedo, limiting ability to draw conclusions on trends. 

•  Some KIs are reported to have been reluctant to participate without renumeration, but were convinced by 

monitors explaining the purpose and value of SPMS in raising concerns for evidence-based programming 

purposes. 

14%

14%

16%

17%

34%

Children recruited by armed forces or
groups

Denial of access or unequal access of
vulnerable persons to humanitarian

assistance

Family members seperated against
their will

Sexual assault

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

GedoTop 5 Reported Violations
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Jubaland – Lower Juba Region 

As monitoring partner DRC reports, 

several KIs have moved out of the area. 

This shows the displacement situation, 

and contributes to understanding of 

family separation figures. Additionally, it 

should be considered displacement is the 

result of destruction of property. 

However, this reported violation may also 

have occurred in the area of 

displacement. Child recruitment is a 

violation of extreme concern, as it 

severely affects child wellbeing and 

development and can cause long-term 

trauma.  

 

South West State - Bakool Region 

Once more, conflict/violence related to 

distributions is highly reported, as is 

unequal access to assistance. It is worthy 

to mention that 51% of KIs reported 

sexual assault, falling out of the top 5 by a 

small margin only.   

AMARD monitors indicate that child 

recruitment is prevalent, mostly affecting 

minority groups and IDPs. Examples of 

denial of access to assistance include NFIs, 

WASH, water, and food assistance. 

Reportedly, minority groups and persons 

with disabilities are most affected. 

 

 
KI Reporting Violations 84 

 

•  Due to same level of reports received, the graph shows 6 instead of 5 top reported violations. 

•  February reporting did not include data from Lower Juba, limiting ability to draw conclusions on trends. 

•  Several KIs have moved out of the area due to the drought situation. This may result in skewed data, as it is 

unclear to what level the KIs remain in contact with community members, and level of knowledge of violations 

experienced within the area of origin. 

 
KI Reporting Violations 89 

 
•  February reporting did not include data from Bakool, limiting ability to draw conclusions on trends. 

52%

54%

57%

67%

71%

No access to duty-bearers (formal -
informal combined)

Violence related to distributions or other
humanitarian assistance

Denial of access or unequal access of
vulnerable persons to humanitarian

assistance

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Family members seperated against their
will

Bakool Top 5 Reported Violations

13%

13%

17%

17%

30%

32%

No access to duty-bearers (formal -
informal combined)

Kidnapping

Destruction of property (land, dwelling,
livestock)

Children recruited by armed forces or
groups

Family members seperated against their
will

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Lower Juba Top 5 Reported Violations
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South West State - Bay Region 

Monitoring partner CESDO shares a lack 

of formal courts in KIs’ area of residence, 

posing a significant constraint for 

individuals to seek out due process. 

Impunity may enhance likelihood, as 

there is no official deterring factor for 

perpetrators. While not listed in the top 

reported violations, child recruitment is 

observed to be on a rise by KIs, with 

armed actors being both state and non-

state. 

AMARD indicates that family separation is 

often used as coping mechanism, where 

there were insufficient means to support the entire family/household in area of origin. This practice may further result in 

increased reliance on women as breadwinners, exacerbating tensions in the home due to perceived skewed power dynamics. 

It may also contribute to resorting to agreeing to children being engaged with armed forces, also seen as highly reported.  

Reports that individuals receiving assistance may be asked to provide payment, conduct sexual favors, or provide free labor 

in exchange underscore the increased risk women and children face. Blanket exclusion based on clan affiliation is also 

reported.  

 

South West State - Lower Shabelle Region 

As in February, sexual assault and lack of 

access to duty-bearers remain. As 

mentioned in the overall trend analysis, 

lack of remedy/redress for SGBV incidents 

and intimidation are key deterrents for 

survivors to seek due process. Family 

separation is reported in line with overall 

trends as well.  

There is no further background reported 

to the high reports of arbitrary killing. 

 

 
KI Reporting Violations 81 

 
•  February reporting did not include data from Bay, limiting ability to draw conclusions on trends. 

 
KI Reporting Violations 39 

 
•  Due to same level of reports received, the graph shows 6 instead of 5 top reported violations. 

37%

51%

54%

68%

74%

Destruction of property (land, dwelling,
livestock)

Children recruited by armed forces or
groups

Sexual assault

Family members seperated against their
will

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Bay Top 5 Reported Violations

23%

23%

26%

36%

38%

54%

No access to duty-bearers (formal -
informal combined)

Sexual assault

Killing/injury without legal process or
because of excessive use of power

Children recruited by armed forces or
groups

Family members seperated against their
will

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Lower Shabelle Top 5 Reported Violations
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CONNECTORS AND DIVIDERS 

Connectors are people in the community who support access in access rights or mitigate the impact of the protection risk. 

Dividers are people who increase the protection risk for other people. 

 

ABOUT THE SPMS AND ITS PARTNERS 

In January 2019, SPMS data collection began in Banadir region and rolled out to other areas of Somalia throughout the years. 

 

SPMS data collection is conducted by 11 partners: With special thanks to March narrative contributors:  

 Agency for Minority Rights and Development (AMARD) 

 Asal Youth Development Association (ASAL) 

 Community Empowerment and Social Development Organization 

(CESDO) 

 Danish Refugee Council (DRC) 

 Northern Frontier Youth League (NoFYL) 

 Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 

 Peace Hub Foundation (PHF) 

 Puntland Minority and Women Development Organization 

(PMWDO) 

 Save Somali Women and Children (SSWC) 

 Somali Young Doctors Association (SOYDA) 

 Women Initiative for Society Empowerment (WISE) 

                                     

                               

                               

                                                                                          

                                                    

 

 

The purpose of the Somalia Protection Monitoring System (SPMS) is for the systematic and regular collection and analysis of 

information over an extended period to identify trends and patterns of violations of rights and protection risks for populations 

of concern to inform effective programming and advocacy. The information is obtained through monthly interviews with key 

informants representing a variety of backgrounds and profiles in the community.  

Information provided through the SPMS solely reflects the perspective of key informants and does not aim to provide 

statistically representative information or data about specific protection cases. Validation of findings is conducted periodically 

during area-level joint analysis workshops attended by community representatives, local authorities, civil society 

organizations, and NGOs. 

 


