
People of the Yakawlang district increase their income and
are given access to alternative rural activities  

"Bamyan is not only known for the
Buddha statues destroyed during the
Taliban regime but also for being one of
the most progressive provinces.
Working in Yakawlang was interesting
but most importantly it was rewarding.
We saw concrete results of our action
and we observed with pleasure the will
of the people to make a better life for
themselves". 

Country Director - Solidarités
International 

Context 

Insecurity and drought have had a serious repercussion on, among other
things, Afghanistan's agricultural systems. In the Yakawlang district,
where animal breeding remains a primary economic activity, a large part
of livestock was lost, mainly due to the sale of animals to face the
ongoing crisis. Irrigation network had not been maintained and around
20% of irrigable land was not in use. Moreover, the lack of input
(seeds/fertiliser/pesticides) and knowledge had limited the level of crop
production. The project was thus conceived with the aim of providing the
minority Hazara group, found predominantly in the province of Bamyan,
with the necessary means to increase their traditional source of income
and also develop new sources of alternative income. 

Objectives 

The goal of the project was to contribute to rural development
through the rehabilitation of irrigation infrastructures, improvement of
agricultural practices and development of the rural economy. 

Impact 

The immediate and most tangible impact of this initiative was the
increase of irrigated land by almost 10%.

Almost 150 families benefitted from the increase of irrigated land
and by the end of the project, agricultural production had increased
by 15% thanks to training and small-scale trade.

Food security 
Assisting the population of the Bamyan Province,
Afghanistan, in providing for themselves  
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Facts and Figures  

Duration: 2004 - 2008
EU contribution: 
€ 1.5 million (85% of
total budget)

  



Assisting the population of the Bamyan Province, Afghanistan, in
providing for themselves  

People of the Yakawlang district increase their income and are given
access to alternative rural activities  

"Life in Afghanistan has always been hard but I have higher hopes for a
better future now as compared to before. Earlier, I was unable to sell my
products, not because I didn’t want to but because I did not produce
enough to sell. After having received training from Solidarités and now
with access to better seeds, I make a living good enough for me and for
my family". Farmer Ali, Bamyan province. 

Speaking with community members 
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