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KEY FIGURES

 4K
PEOPLE EVACUATED IN CUBA 
DUE TO FIRE AT OIL STORAGE 

FACILITY

 17.7K
RECORDED QUAKES AT CHILES-

CERRO NEGRO VOLCANO 
COMPLEX SINCE 27 MAY

Sources:
• UN Resident Coordinator's Office, Cuba
• Government of Cuba
• Provincial Government of Carchi, Ecuador
• Geophysics Institute of Ecuador

REGIONAL: DISASTER RISK MONITORING

CUBA: OIL FACILITY FIRE
Fire brigades continue working 
to extinguish a massive fire at the 
Matanzas Supertanker base that 
engulfed two of the oil storage facility’s 
eight tanks after an explosion linked 
to a 5 August lightning strike. Officials 
report that the number of people 
evacuated from nearby communities 
has risen to 4,000, most of whom are 
staying with friends or family. There 
are more than 120 people injured, one 
death and 16 people missing.

Mexico and Venezuela have sent 
aircraft, personnel and equipment 
to assist in extinguishing the fires. 
Authorities are working to guarantee a 
constant supply of water to extinguish 
the fires by setting up additional pumps 
and systems to source seawater, while 
also racing to evacuate fuel from the 
tanks closest to the fires.

Per preliminary environmental 
evaluations, smoke from the fire, 
currently blowing over the country’s 
western provinces, contains poisonous 
gases and air pollutants that is 
prompting officials to urge people 
nearby to use masks and remain 

indoors. UN agencies, funds and 
programmes in Cuba are monitoring 
developments and in contact with State 
counterparts.

SOUTH AMERICA: VOLCANIC ACTIVITY
Authorities in Ecuador are attributing 
the 25 July 5.2-magnitude earthquake in 
Carchi, northern Ecuador, to increased 
volcanic activity in the Chiles-Cerro 
Negro volcano complex located along 
the Ecuador-Colombia border, a 
craterless complex some 80 miles north 
of the Ecuadorian capital of Quito with 
no historical record of eruptions.

While volcanic activity is common 
in both countries, the increased 
activity and uncertainty in recent 
weeks, including some 17,700 quakes 
since 27 May and noticeable changes 
in the volcanos’ surface structure, 
temperatures of nearby bodies of water 
and composition of gas emissions, is 
prompting officials in both countries to 
prepare an evacuation simulation for 
nearby communities in Carchi and in 
the neighbouring Nariño department in 
southern Colombia.

Cuba. Firefighters are receiving bilateral support in tackling 
a massive fire at an oil storage facility in north-western 
Cuba. Photo: Periódico Girón
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KEY FIGURES

 64K
IRREGULAR MIGRANT ENTRIES 

INTO HONDURAS SO FAR IN 
2022 (AS OF 3 AUG)

Sources:
• National Migration Institute (INM), Honduras
• Government of Cuba
• Government of the United States
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REGIONAL: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

HONDURAS
Honduras’ Congress approved a 
reform to migratory law on 3 August, 
effectively granting irregular migrants 
amnesty and exempting them from 
paying fines for crossing into the 
country with an irregular status. The 
measure stands to ease the bottleneck 
of migrants stranded in the country’s 
south-eastern border with Nicaragua, 
mostly in the now-overrun Danlí and 
Trojes municipalities, as many lacked 
the resources to pay the fine and 
continue with their journeys.

Honduras has seen a massive increase 
in irregular migration in 2022, with 
the National Migration Institute (INM) 
reporting nearly 64,000 irregular entries 
on the year through 3 August, a number 
that already triples the 17,000 entries 
recorded in all of 2021.

INM indicates they will continue to 
provide humanitarian assistance to this 
migrant population, most of whom 
are Cuban, Haitian and Venezuelan 
nationals seeking to reach Mexico’s 
border with the United States, and that 
INM officials will begin identifying 
international protection needs for 
vulnerable migrants such as women, 
children, members of the LGBTI+ 
community and elderly adults.

CARIBBEAN
Caribbean countries and territories are 
dealing with the effects of deteriorating 
conditions in Haiti, as more and more 
Haitians are embarking on dangerous 
sea journeys to flee their country.

Cuba reports that 141 Haitians bound 
for Miami, Florida, arrived at the 
central Cienfuegos province’s southern 
coast on 30 July after bad weather blew 
their vessel off course. State media 
outlets indicate that authorities have 
relocated the migrants to a camp and 
are providing medical aid. The incident 
follows the May 2022 rescue of 842 
Haitians abandoned off Cuba’s northern 
coast.

Further east, United States officials 
report rescuing 68 Haitian migrants 
on 28 July after a vessel abandoned the 
group near a small island west of Puerto 
Rico, an incident that also led to the 
drowning deaths of at least 5 Haitians. 
Authorities in Puerto Rico responded 
to a similar event in May 2022, rescuing 
38 migrants after their boat sank, killing 
11. The events in Cuba and Puerto Rico 
come days after Bahamas recovered 
the bodies of 17 Haitians and rescued 
another 25 after their boat capsized.

Honduras. Migrants in the Danlí municipality near 
Honduras' eastern border with Nicaragua await assistance 
at national migration authority offices. 
Photo: IOM/Erick Escoto


