
I n d i a n  O c e a n

ETHIOPIA

KENYA

G u l f  o f  A d e n

Bari

Bay

Mudug

Sool

Gedo

Sanaag

Hiraan

Galgaduud

Lower
Juba

Nugaal

Bakool

Togdheer

Awdal

Woqooyi
Galbeed

Middle Juba

Middle 
Shabelle

Lower Shabelle
Mogadishu

)

Major port accessed by 
humanitarians

Legend

Murder / killings

Road blockage

Location with air access 

Accessible road
Inaccessible road

Number of conflict
related incidents

1 incident
2 to 4
5 to 8
Over 8

Restriction of movement within Somalia:  

Military operations and ongoing hostilities
impeding humanitarian operations:

Violence against humanitarian 
personnel, assets and facilities: 

Interference in the implementation of 
humanitarian activities:  

Cases of violent incidents with
 humanitarian access implications

(July - September 2014)

Presence of mines and unexploded 
ordinances:

Access constraints

Despite challenges and persistent insecurity in parts of 
Somalia, humanitarian organizations are currently 
reaching people in need of assistance in all 18 regions 
of the country. Faced with a deteriorating humanitarian 
situation since the beginning of 2014, operational 
partners are applying different modalities to expand 
access and reach more people in need. This includes 
use of emergency air cargo flights to newly recovered 
areas where access by road is not possible, 
partnerships with local organizations, and making efforts 
to improve remote monitoring and risk management 
systems. However, major funding shortfalls hamper 
urgently required relief efforts, including in rural and 
urban areas where access to vulnerable communities is 
possible. 

Aid workers use different modalities 
to expand humanitarian access

530

Hostilities and consequent restrictions on movement of 
humanitarian personnel hamper access to vulnerable 
populations and impact timely delivery of assistance. 
Access to most parts of southern and central Somalia and 
the contested areas of Sool and Sanaag regions are of 
particular concern. Encirclement of newly recovered areas 
and supply route blockages by non-state armed actors has 
prevented humanitarian assistance in Bakool and Hiraan 
regions.

Somalia is contaminated with mines and explosive 
remnants of war. Improvised explosive devices laid by 
non-state armed groups pose a threat to communities and 
aid organizations. 

Rising bureaucratic impediments and direct interferences 
by local authorities, communities and parties to the conflict 
led to temporary suspension, delays and disruption of 
humanitarian programmes in Puntland and southern and 
central Somalia. 

Parts of Somalia rank among the most violent contexts in 
the world for aid operations. From July to September, four 
humanitarian staff were killed in Baidoa, Baraawe, 
Mogadishu and Xudur, while eight were arrested and one 
abduction attempt in Gedo was recorded. 

4 Humanitarian
workers killed
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incidences of road blockages, illegal 
checkpoints and hostilities at legal 
checkpoints

districts in southern and central 
Somalia continued to experience 
severely constrained road access 

items of unexploded ordnance have been 
identified and safely destroyed in Somalia 
since the begining of 2013. 

18,000

Road access continues to be constrained by illegal 
checkpoints, road blockages, violent clashes along major 
access roads, and direct attacks and threats on 
humanitarian and commercial goods during transit. While 
emergency humanitarian aviation services have enabled 
humanitarian organizations to provide some assistance in 
some of the newly recovered areas in southern and central 
Somalia, aviation services are costly and  inadequate in 
terms of capacity, frequency of flights, locations served and 
do not allow for assistance to reach rural areas where most 
of the people in need reside. A ban on transportation of 
humanitarian cargo to Puntland from Somaliland by road 
that was effected on 2 July 2014 continues to severely 
hamper delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

violent incidents involving humanitarian staff from July    
to September. 

31 bureaucratic constraints remained unresolved.

530 violent incidents with humanitarian access 
implications for communities and aid workers.

15 direct interference incidents were recorded.40
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For more information on humanitarian access monitoring see: unocha.org/what-we-do/policy/thematic-areas/humanitarian

1. monitored during reporting period
2. not monitored during reporting period

Impediments to freedom of movement as experienced by 
humanitarian partners in-country in order to reach affected 
people and transport essential relief. These could include 
either physical restrictions (such as security checkpoints) or 
administrative restrictions (e.g. restricted travel or project 
permits, arbitrary or illegal taxation, etc.)

Implications of the military activities of the parties to conflict 
and other weapon bearers for the movement of people and 
goods. Absence of arrangements to facilitate the passage of 
emergency relief supplies during active hostilities.

Politically or economically motivated violence as well as 
exposure to incidental violence directly affecting humanitarian 
personnel, equipment and facilities. This may include threats 
of violence, coercion, theft or looting of aid supplies.

Direct interference (usually by political or military actors) with 
humanitarian activities during or after their implementation. 
This may include pressure to work in specific geographic area 
or insistence to link humanitarian assistance to a specific 
political ormilitary agenda.

Mines, improvised explosive devices, cluster munitions and 
other unexploded ordnance inhibiting the movement of 
equipment, goods and personnel or otherwise impeding 
humanitarian activities.

Restriction of 
movement of 

organizations, personnel, 
or goods within the 
affected country.

Constraint1 Description

Violence against 
humanitarian 

personnel, assets and 
facilities.

Military operations 
and ongoing 

hostilities impeding 
humanitarian operations.

Interference in the 
implementation of 

humanitarian activities.

Presence of mines 
and unexploded 

ordinances.

Refusal (normally by host Government) to acknowledge 
humanitarian needs or the need for a humanitarian response 
(and/or appeal), and/or denial of assistance to certain 
communities (often based on a particular group trait, e.g. 
ethnicity, religion, or on their circumstances, e.g. having been 
displaced by a group/in a geographic area that is not 
recognised to be part of the conflict).

Bureaucratic and administrative requirements for entry into 
the country of operation, such as registration for the 
organisation or visas and work permits for personnel, and/or 
constraints on import of equipment and relief items into the 
country.

Obstacles related to terrain, climate and lack of infrastructure, 
such as roads, bridges and airstrips.

All events and practices which interfere with the ability of 
conflict-affected populations to access assistance and 
services. These may include forced population movement as 
well as physical or administrative restrictions that prevent 
affected people (or specific individuals or groups) to access 
services and assistance.

Denial of the 
existence of 

humanitarian needs or of 
entitlements to 
humanitarian assistance.

Constraint2 Description

Physical 
environment.

Restriction of 
movement of 

organizations, personnel, 
or goods into the affected 
country.

Restrictions on, or 
obstruction of, 

conflict affected people 
access to services and 
assistance. 

xxxx

OCHA’s Access Monitoring and Reporting Framework (AMRF) was developed by 
OCHA’s Policy and Development Studies Branch (PDSB) in 2008 to assist in a 
systematic manner, the collection of information on: (i) access constraints and their 
impact on humanitarian action, (ii) formal or informal policies that restrict access, 
and (iii) actions taken by humanitarian actors to overcome or mitigate access 
constraints. This note provides a brief introduction of the conceptual framework. 

Access constraints and indicators
The AMRF consists of nine types (or categories) of access constraints. Only  the 
most significant and relevant constraints to a particular context are monitored in 
Somalia. Data may be collected by OCHA staff or other members of the 
humanitarian community, including groups with specific expertise.
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