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KEY FIGURES 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• As of 13 February, the number of 
deaths and injuries still stands at 
1,414 and 2349, respectively, as 
reported yesterday by the Syrian 
Ministry of Health (MoH). The 
number of casualties is expected 
to rise as search and rescue 
operations are ongoing.  

• The United Nations Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Mr. Martin 
Griffiths, arrived in Aleppo today 
and met with UN and NGO staff, 
affected families and search and 
rescue groups leading the 
response. 

• WHO airlifted 37 MT of 
emergency medical supplies 
today which can cover 400,000 
treatment and 65,000 trauma 
cases. This is the second WHO airlift, with the first having arrived on 11 February. 

• The United Nations Special Envoy for Syria, Mr. Geir Pedersen met the Syrian Foreign and Expatriates 
Minister, Dr Fayssal Mikdad.  

• Humanitarian efforts are being rapidly scaled up and more inter-sectoral assessments planned to identify 
priority needs and areas.   

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 
Families continue to seek shelter in 126 schools as well as government buildings, mosques and public spaces 
which are being used as temporary collective shelters. However, the actual number of displacements is far 
higher with most displaced families residing with friends or family in host communities.  

So far, approximately 168 buildings have collapsed, and 446 schools are estimated to be damaged, primarily 
in the Governorates of Lattakia, Aleppo and Homs although schools in Dar’a, Ar-Raqqa and Rural Damascus 
in the south have also sustained damage. The Ministry of Education has estimated that 678 schools are 
damaged, and this figure is being assessed. The informal exchange rate of the Syrian Pound decreased from 
SYP 7,300/ 1 USD last week to SYP 6,100/ 1 USD which has been attributed to the temporary lifting of the 
Caesar Sanctions for 180 days. 
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  HUMANITARIAN FINANCING 
 
WHO issued a flash appeal for the earthquake response in Türkiye and the Whole of Syria. A joint UN Flash 
Appeal is also under way. So far, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has released $50 million in 
two tranches to support life-saving assistance in Syria and Türkiye. The Syria Humanitarian Fund (SHF), which 
currently has $7.3 million in funds, expects to mobilize approximately $6 million through cost extensions to 
ongoing SHF funded projects towards the earthquake response. Should additional funds be pledged or 
received, the SHF will consider other mechanisms, including a possible Reserve Allocation. 
 
 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE  
 

   Coordination 

National and sub-national coordination fora and mechanisms continue across affected areas, with the 
immediate focus on emergency assessments towards identifying needs and priority groups/areas, tracking 
displacements and movements and coordination on assistance delivery. Advocacy and resource mobilization 
efforts are also ongoing on the agency, sector and inter-sector level with a joint Flash Appeal being drafted, 
high-level missions planned and media and public information from the highest levels. 
 
In Lattakia and Tartous, additional joint inter-sectoral assessments are underway in coordination with sub-
national sectors. OCHA reached out to Tartous area humanitarian country team (AHCT) to share prioritized 
affected communities/shelters to be assessed during the upcoming two weeks. Tracking of population 
movements along with identifying the designated collective shelters in both governorates are in progress in 
collaboration with active humanitarian partners and authorities. Population movements are being tracked in 
Lattakia along with the identification of designated collective shelters in HCT-coordinated areas.  
 
The Food Security sector met to coordinate and plan jointly and has set up an online tracker to align their 
activities.  
 
 

  Water, Sanitation and Health (WASH) 
• In Aleppo, UNICEF continues to provide approximately 300,000 litres of drinking water a day through 

emergency water trucking to internally displaced persons (IDP) shelters and other affected 
neighbourhoods, benefitting about 60,000 IDPs. UNICEF continues to monitor the water quality in 
collaboration with partners at the water source, tankers and end users on a daily basis. All samples 
met agreed standards.  

• OXFAM is delivering 200,000 litres of water daily through water trucking services to collective centres 
in Sukari, Salah Aldin, and Ansari neighbourhoods of Aleppo.  

• Emergency water network rehabilitation has started in Al-Jabriah and Sheikh Khudr neighbourhoods 
to resume pumping through the network. 

• Distribution has started of 10-litre jerrycans targeting 4,000 families in collective shelters. 
• The UNICEF technical team in Tartous is developing a mapping tool to identify damaged water and 

sanitation facilities. 
 
 

  Food 
• In Aleppo, markets remain severely impacted by the effects of the earthquake, including loss of 

commodities, rising food prices and damage to production facilities.   
• WFP and their partners have so far supported 27,930 beneficiaries with hot meals. UNRWA has also 

provided hot meals in Aleppo and Lattakia. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/who-flash-appeal-earthquake-response-turkiye-and-whole-syria-10-february-2023
https://www.unocha.org/story/un-emergency-fund-releases-additional-us25-million-boost-earthquake-response-syria
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• Since 6 February, food security partners have provided 18,746 ready to eat (RTE) packages in 
Aleppo, Latakia, Tartous and Hama, and also distributed food baskets to 3,325 people and multi-
purpose cash assistance to 1,000 people.  

• For the next crossline convoy to Sarmada, AVSI is providing RTEs to 1,300 IDPs hosted in one school. 
• In the coastal areas, there is a need for bread distribution. ICRC has provided generators and is 

exploring the possibility of cash for work.  
• An assessment tracker has been created to share information among sector partners. Oxfam 

assessed 15 collective shelters in Aleppo and did a technical assessment for bakeries in Aleppo and 
Hama in coordination with WFP and ICRC. Oxfam and COOPI are also studying the feasibility of 
multipurpose cash assistance. An inter-sectoral assessment of Lattakia and Jableh was conducted 
on 10 February.  A multi-sectoral assessment in Hama and rural Hama was also recently completed. 

 Nutrition 
• In Hama, 142 children under the age of five were screened for malnutrition using MUAC and received 

multiple micronutrients and high energy biscuits. Of them two moderately malnourished children and 
one severely malnourished child with complications were identified and enrolled in the treatment 
program. The Infant and young children feeding program in emergency (IYCF-E) is activated and 200 
caregivers including pregnant and lactating women (PLWs) benefitted from awareness sessions on 
infant and young child feeding. 

• In Lattakia, 143 Pregnant and Lactating Women (PLWs) were screened for malnutrition and received 
micro-nutrients tablets. Additionally, 604 children were screened for malnutrition and no acute 
malnutrition cases were identified. All screened children received multiple micronutrient powder.  

• A rapid assessment in Lattakia was launched on 8 February and is ongoing with results expected on 
13 February.  

• Through WHO mobile clinic, 534 children under five were screened for malnutrition (230 Aleppo, 304 
Lattakia) and three Global Acute Malnutrition cases detected (2 Aleppo,1 Lattakia)  

  Education 

• Sector partners (UNICEF and PUI) are supporting the Ministry of Education (MoE) to damaged 
schools in the four affected governorates of Aleppo, Hama, Homs and Latakia. 

• Schools in governorates that were not affected opened today and it is the decision of the heads of the 
directorates of education to decide when to open schools that are not affected.  

• 10 UNICEF-supported non-formal education centres were re-opened (five each in Homs and Hama). 
• An ad-hoc sector meeting was held today to coordinate the response among all partners and the 

sector agreed to continue holding this meeting on weekly basis. 
• In Aleppo, minor rehabilitation for 20 schools is ongoing after IDPs residing there were moved to other 

shelters.  
 

  Health 
• A second chartered flight carrying 37 metric tons of medical supplies is expected today. This delivery 

includes trauma and emergency surgery kits, interagency emergency health kits, tents, generators, 
body bags and surgical supplies and will support 400,000 treatment and 65,000 trauma cases. 

• There are increasing health risks, including a huge need for mental health and psycho-social services, 
exposure to cold weather, overcrowding, poor hygiene and a stressful environment resulting in 
outbreaks (measles, cholera, SARI), and hypertension, cardiovascular disease, diabetes and asthma. 

• A team of psychological support specialists from Damascus University are in Aleppo and Lattakia to 
provide support. 

• International Medical Corps (IMC) is deploying emergency medical teams for a week to rural Lattakia 
to cover urgent care gaps in the shelters. In Hama, it continues to support Suran primary health care 
(PHC) clinic with solar panels, medicine and consumables. 
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• UNDP has supported around 307 people in Aleppo, Lattakia, Hama, Rural Damascus, Damascus and 
Tartous with mental health and psychosocial support (MPHSS) and has reported a huge demand for 
these services and additional gender-based violence (GBV) risks at overcrowded shelters.  

• In Hama, Dorcas in collaboration with its implementing partner is operating a mobile clinic, in addition 
to providing psychosocial support services in three PHC clinics which will also be supported with 
medicine and medical supplies for the upcoming 3 months. Equipment that serves the emergency will 
also be supplied (EKG/ portable Echography/ Oxygen). In Aleppo, basic health needs will be covered 
in Hanano and Hellok by a qualified health team from one of Dorcas PHCs partner for the upcoming 
3 months. Psychological first aid is being provided in different shelters, communities (Hanano/ Hellok/ 
Unofficial shelters in Aleppo city). In Idleb, DORCAS and partner mobile clinic operating in Idleb 
Governorate will continue to provide services for at least 6 months, the mobile clinic is providing 
medical consultation, assistance to urgent cases, echography, delivery of medicine, PSS activities. 

• Medair is currently supporting three Directorate of Health clinics in Aleppo, Salaheldine, Jalaa and 
Bustan al Qasr. Planning for additional intervention as per engagement with health authorities.  

 

 NFI 
• NFI partners have mobilised emergency NFIs like high thermal blankets, mattresses, sleeping mats, 

kitchen sets and other winter related items, to the families being accommodated in collective centres 
and those identified as displaced but hosted by friends and relatives.  

• In Homs & Hama, partners continue to provide emergency NFIs to people taking shelter in collective 
centres and with host families. Forty-five families at Salhab, Al Soum and Boukm collective centre 
were provided with winter clothing, including for children and core NFIs. One hundred ninety-three 
families at the Kfarbo Reception Centre or residing with their relatives were provided with essential 
NFI by SARC [supported by UNCHR]. Blankets were provided to patients at the Hama National 
Hospital. Two hundred and two families in Arbaeen Area, rural Hama, Hama city and Homs 
Governorate were provided with basic NFIs to cope with displacement and protect them from harsh 
winter conditions. NRC provided winter clothing for children taking shelter in Mahmoud Othman 
collective centre. As of 11 February, 8,939 households received core relief items in collective shelters. 

 

 Shelter/NFI 
• In Tartous & Lattakia the SNFI sub-national coordinators, and OCHA, met with local authorities in 

Lattakia Governorate to update on sector partner response progress and gather their feedback on 
priorities. A committee was formed by the local authorities in Lattakia to undertake the structural 
assessment of damaged buildings and has so far classified 43 buildings as unsafe for occupancy and 
has recommended evacuation of people from these buildings.  

• In Aleppo, the Rapid Structural Assessment, which is organised by local authorities and UN agencies 
and their partners, began on 11 February, and to date a total of 286 buildings were assessed for 
structural integrity in 11 neighbourhoods. Of the 286 buildings assessed eight were identified as 
having a high degree of risk of collapse and 13 as a medium risk of collapse.  

• In Hama, connection of piping systems, rehabilitation of WASH facilities, provision of water tanks and 
provision of water heaters is ongoing at shelters.  

 Protection 
• So far, around 70,000 people have benefited from protection services since the beginning of the 

emergency. 
• 10 active child protection centres and 15 mobile teams are active. 
• In Aleppo, of 65 community centres managed by protection, child protection and GBV actors, 31 are 

active and prioritizing the delivery of psychosocial support services and first psychological aid, 
distribution of dignity kits and adult diapers, reproductive health services, and referrals to multi-
sectoral services, including case management. At least eight community centres remain closed due 
to structural damages.  

• Of 62 mobile teams, 52 are active and are providing access for vulnerable groups to critical services. 
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• A rapid protection assessment has started to gather information on the immediate impacts of the crisis 
and how it has impacted the protection environment. 

• Five civil registry offices are so far estimated to have sustained structural damages. 
• In Aleppo, Child Protection partners have supported 4,986 children with psychological first aid and 

recreational activities, in addition to 1,975 caregivers. 26 participants attended MHPSS training and 
50 psychological first aid training.  

• The hospital and Al-Razi Hospitals reported 14 cases of separated children who are accompanied by 
someone from their extended family.  Six were returned to their relatives and two were temporarily 
reunified with one of their extended family. Child protection partners are supporting these cases with 
case management through professional therapists. 
 

 Early Recovery and Livelihoods  
 

• Early Recovery and livelihoods (ERL) sector partners, namely UNDP, UNHCR, and UN-Habitat, 
together with the Shelter/ non-food Item (S/NFI) sector are coordinating with the Engineers’ Syndicate 
and the municipality on the structural assessments. The assessment aims to mobilize 100 engineers, 
each team consisting of two engineers. Aleppo has been divided into 10 sectors; each sector 
encompasses 7 to 14 committees.  

• ERL sector partners are carrying out assessments of debris removal to kick off the implementation of 
required projects.  

• PUI is rehabilitating a new shelter in Aleppo to accommodate the increased number of IDPs.  
• DRC, ZOA, and ADRA started securing funds to target households with multipurpose cash in Aleppo 

governorate. ADRA launched the maintenance processes of the water networks and several large 
water tanks in the affected areas in Aleppo.  

• NRC is providing critical psychological support activities for children and adolescents in the collective 
shelters. In addition to that, NRC started providing collective shelters with batteries to secure lighting. 

• Several ERL sector partners are providing emergency livelihood support through emergency 
employment within the collective shelters.  

• Lack of access to energy sources on collective shelters, including fuel for heating, the severe damage 
to water and sewage networks in collective shelters, lack of recovery machinery/excavators, 
unavailability of certain supplies, and lack of funding continue to be the key challenges to the 
response. 

 Palestine Refugees 
• So far, 12130 Palestine refugees are considered in need, which translates to approximately 25 per 

cent of the Palestine refugee population in the four areas.  
• 10 UNRWA installations have so far been assessed as damaged, including two schools, a distribution 

centre and a clinic. 
• In Lattakia, UNRWA continues to provide essential WASH services including breakfasts and hot 

meals for about 750 persons, safe drinking water, heating in the facilities as well as telemedicine for 
individuals with NCDs, older persons and those with disabilities. The Palestine refugees (and some 
Syrians) who have been sheltering in Al Khairiyeh School will be moved to two alternative of Yousef 
Nadaf and Ref’t Dahho schools which together will host about 750 people.  So far, UNRWA 
distributed 800 hot meals, 500 ready-to-eat (RTE) meals, 300 hundred bags of bread, hygiene kits 
for women and diapers for children in the collective centre. In addition, the health team is making 
telephone contact with those with pre-existing psychiatric needs, and pregnant women.  

• At Neirab camp in Aleppo, UNRWA continues to provide essential NFIs and RTE food to families, 
including 181 blankets, cans of sardines and jerry cans. The cold weather continues to be a challenge, 
with additional heating units being dispatched. Around 23 families who displaced from Aleppo to Ein 
el-Tal are being housed in three temporary portable cabins provided by UNICEF.  

• In Lattakia, priority needs include NFIs, food, hygiene and dignity kits for women and girls. Health 
services, assistive devices (including wheelchairs) and psychosocial support, such as child friendly 
places, also remain high on the list of needs.  

 For more information contact:  
Georgios Petropoulos, OCHA Syria Deputy Head of Office (petropoulos@un.org) 
 


