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During 2017, the NDC implemented the following Response and Preparedness 
activities:   

 Multi-Sector Preparedness and Camp, Coordination and Management 
(CCCM) trainings held in coordination with respective PDMAs and the 
National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), through which a total 
of 251 (203 male; 48 female)  government and civil society  humanitarian 
practitioners have been trained. 

 The NDC held consultations with the Federal Water Management Cell of 
National Food Security & Research Ministry and the water management 
department in the University of Agriculture, Peshawar, for finalization of 
TORs for a study on water accounting and inventory of irrigation       
channels in Chitral.  

 Field work on different commodities to assess the scope and potential of 
developing value chains as part of Rapid Agribusiness Assessment (RAA) 
has been completed. This information will inform the creation of        
community-based enterprises for vegetable and cereal production.  

 The NDC supported most vulnerable households affected by heavy snow 
and avalanche in Ursoon Valley, Chitral earlier this year. To this end, 100 
shelter/NFI kits were distributed and communities were engaged in 38 
CfW programmes rebuilding local roads, water sources and bridges.  

 In response to the urban flooding in Karachi in August, the NDC          
distributed 536 water tankers, reaching an estimated 408,242 individuals 
affected by the disaster. In coordination with the city administration, 
further plans for clearance of debris, kit distributions and rehabilitation 
of the Yousif Goth water pumping station are being finalized. 

The Natural Disasters Consortium (NDC) comprising IOM, FAO, UNICEF, ACTED and HANDS  works across the country implementing preparedness, response 
and recovery interventions. Through multi-sector activities, the NDC works towards building communities’ resilience to future shocks by enhancing household 
skills, spearheading community initiatives and empowering beneficiaries to reconstruct in a sustainable manner.  

The NDC has also invested considerable resources in supporting multi-sector 
recovery (Shelter, WASH and FSL) and rehabilitation projects in KPK (Chitral, 
Lower Dir, Shangla), Punjab (Muzzafargarh, Jhang, Layyah) and Sindh 
(Kashmore, Badin, Thatta) since 2015. Key achievements, as of November 
2017, include:   

 Support provided to 64,513 households for the construction of disaster 
risk resilient shelters based on vernacular building methods. The        
support provided includes DRR trainings to local masons, beneficiaries, 
and  community focal persons, and provision of performance-based cash 
grants and shelter repair kits.  

 Restored access to clean drinking water for 19,416 households, through 
community-based activities including repair and installation of           
community-hand pumps, dug-wells and water pipes. Where possible, the 
NDC ensures that communities have sustainable access to water by 
providing tool kits for water quality testing and  physical maintenance.  

 59,429 households participated in hygiene and sanitation trainings  
including orientations for rural communities on hygiene awareness,    
sanitation options and community cleanliness. Additionally, households 
are also being supported to construct latrines using individual cash 
grants, community-led rewards schemes, and so on. 

 Improved food security and access to livelihoods options for 30,363 
households through provision of customized agricultural packages     
including seasonal seeds and high-yielding fertilizers, kitchen gardening 
support, engagement of daily labourers in Cash for Work (CFW)            
programming and establishment of intercropped agricultural plots etc.  

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

By implementing  community-based recovery projects, the NDC  aims to build resilience of rural communities against future disasters 
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Building Capacity of People with Disabilities  

Sehrish Maalik, 19, has spina bifida, a condition acquired from 
birth which left a gap in her spine. Her family are ethnic        
Sindhis who live in Basti Soby Wala, situated in the west of  
Layyah on the bank of River Indus. Her father, Maalik Ishtiaq 
worked as a casual laborer, who struggled to support his     
family of nine including seven children.  
 
The house Sehrish lived in with her family was severely       
damaged during the 2010 and 2015 floods. Following a recent 
village    assessment conducted by HANDS, Sehrish’s family was 
selected as a shelter programme beneficiary as part of HANDS 
shelter programme. Her family received cash and  technical 
support to construct a One Room Shelter. Their   shelter is fully 
constructed, and her family feels much safer living in their new 
home. Her father said, “Before we received shelter support, I 
used to work as a casual laborer but since I have learnt new 
skills, I now work as a paid laborer in  neighboring villages. The 
shelter programme has not only provided me financial support, 
but has also made me a skilled mason”. 
 
Furthermore according to Sehrish, before her father started to work as a skilled laborer, her family had no substantial source of 
income and for that reason, her father could not afford sending her brothers and sisters to school. Despite wanting to support 
her father with household expenditures, Sehrish could not do much because of her health condition but she had experience 
with the sewing machine. In an effort to support her family even more, HANDS provided a sewing machine and a wheel chair 
that would benefit Sehrish in the longer run. Within months, Sehrish started sewing clothes for neighboring families and was 
very happy about her home-based job. Now both Sehrish and her father are breadwinners of the family and feel more          
confident about the future.   

Zahira Bibi lives in village Booni of UC Charun in Chitral with 
her husband and six children. Her village was one of the worst 
affected areas in the 2015 earthquake. Her house was partially 
damaged and she lost a major portion of her standing crops as 
a result of boulders falling from nearby hills which crushed 
their crops. As Zahira Bibi’s income opportunities were already 
limited and their cultivable lands were damaged, she was not 
able to grow anything on her land for almost two years.  
 
Meeting the selection criteria for the Kitchen Gardening      
initiative, she received the vegetable package from NDC     
partner, FAO. The package included Okra, Peas, French Beans, 
Tomato and Onion seedlings. She also participated in a Kitchen 
Gardening training on land preparation, pre and post  sowing 
and crop management which was delivered in collaboration 
with the Agriculture Research Station (ARS) in Chitral.  
 

She expressed happiness to NDC teams as she shared the produce of her vegetable garden and shared that she doesn ’t have 
to make regular trips to the market to buy these eatables anymore. Talking about the benefits she is reaping from her kitchen 
garden, she said, “I would  not purchase fresh vegetables from the market before as I had no money to spare for it but now I 
cook fresh, home-grown  vegetables for my family every other day.” She further shared that she will sell the surplus produce in 
the market, which will provide her extra income to spend on her children’s education and other domestic needs. Like her, 
many other women in the village have shown interested in kitchen gardening now and are eager to diversify their existing  
agricultural practices.  
 

 
 
 

©
 F

A
O

  2
01

7
 

 ©
H

A
N

D
S 

20
1

7
 

Making Sustainable Solutions—Kitchen Gardening in Chitral  

Sehrish stitching a dress for one of her customers 

Zahira Bibi’s Kitchen Garden  
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