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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
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Children attend classes in a UNICEF supported Tarpa tent  in EPC of Bié in Morrunbene, 
Inhambane built in response to cyclone DINEO.  

 

Highlights 

 Mozambican meteorological services (INAM) forecast moderate to 
high risk of flooding between January-March 2018, particularly in 
parts of south, central and northern provinces of Mozambique. In 
response, UNICEF will be implementing a number of actions to 
strengthen CO preparedness, including working with Government 
to develop the National Contingency Plan in the weeks ahead. 

 As of September 2017, UNICEF and partners have screened 497,061 
children for malnutrition and treated 26,941 suffering from severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) and 45,034 with Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM). The trend in admissions for SAM and MAM 
continues to decline with August data showing a cure rate of 77.4 
per cent which is within SPHERE standards. 

 The results of the production and quality tests of water points 
indicate 32 out of 68 originally anticipated points are feasible for 
upgrading into solar powered multi-use water supply systems. 
Additional boreholes/communities will be assessed for 
rehabilitation to meet the beneficiary needs.  

2 million  
People in need in 2017  

 

1,128,000 
Children in need in 2017 

 

164,000 
Children to be reached in 2017 

 

382,000 
 Total people to be reached in 2017 

 

346,000 
Children under 5 in need in 2017 

 
(Source: RIASCO Action Plan-the El Niño –

Induced Drought in Southern Africa 
2016/2017) 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 
US$ 10 million 

 

*Funds available includes funding received for the current appeal 
year as well as the carry-forward from the previous year. 

 

UNICEF’s Response  
with partners 
 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
Result  

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF  
Results  

WASH       

People provided with access to safe 
water (7.5-15L per person per day) 

414,000 379,843 145,040 14,500  

People benefiting from sanitation, 
hygiene promotion activities, 
including point-of-use water 
treatment safe practices 

414,000 154,649 145,040 58,080 

Health       

Children in humanitarian situations 
affected by acute diarrhea diseases, 
including cholera treated  

 
5,000 

 
7,351  5,000 7,351  

Nutrition       

Children under 5 with SAM 
admitted to nutrition rehabilitation 
treatment programmes 

27,000 26,941 27,000 26,941 

Pregnant and lactating women 
reached with IYCF services 

150,000 160,555 150,000 160,555 

Education       

Children aged 6-15 years old in 
humanitarian situations accessing 
education 

 
96,000 

 
110,283 50,000 17,000  

 

© UNICEF/Moz Sept. 2017. Pumbe, Guij’a district. Filda daughter previously suffered from 
malnutrition, but is recovering well. 

 

Funds 
received

$ 1.47
million

Carry 
Forward

$3.55
million

Funding 
Gap, 

$5.06mil
lion

Funds received Carry Forward

Funding Gap

Funding 
Requirement: 

$10 million 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

After two consecutive years of failed rains, particularly in the southern and central provinces of Mozambique, the August 
Southern Africa Regional Climate Outlook Forum (SARCOF-21) projects normal to below normal rainfall for the period 
October, November and December (OND) for northern and central Mozambique, and normal to above normal rainfall 
for central parts of the country during the period January, February and March (JFM) 2018.   

The results from the 
calibration/interpretation of the 2017-
2018 hydrometeorological projections 
conducted by the National Institute for 
Meteorology (INAM) are consistent 
with the projections of SARCOF for the 
same period OND, with INAM’s 
projections indicating normal to above 
normal rainfall in the central regions of 
the country and normal to below 
normal for Cabo Delgado and Niassa in 
the north. While for the period JFM 
2018, INAM projects normal to above 
normal rainfall in the central regions 
(Tete, Zambezia and large parts of 
Manica and Sofala), and normal to 
below normal for Maputo, Gaza, 
Inhambane and north of Cabo Delgado 
provinces (see figure 1, right). 
 
The risk for flooding based on the 
hydrological forecast is moderate to 
high during the months of JFM 2018, particularly in parts of south, central and northern provinces. UNICEF is working 
internally to strengthen its emergency preparedness (flood and cyclone preparedness) through the implementation of a 
number of recommendations from the internal after-action review (AAR) exercise as well as with the Government in the 
development of the National Contingency Plan.   
 
The latest IPC Acute Malnutrition (AMN) projections for the period from May to September 2017 indicate that the food 
security and nutrition is likely to improve in some districts in central and northern provinces of the country. 
 

Figure 2: IPC 
classification 
projections 
May-
September 
2017, and 
October 2017-
February 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNICEF MOZAMBIQUE HUMANITARIAN SITUATION REPORT – September 2017                                                                        

3 
 

 
 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 

 Total Male Female 

Total population in Need 2,000,0001 980,000 1,020,000 

Children (Under 18) 1,128,0002 552,720 575,280 

Children Under Five 346,000 169,540 176,460 

Children 6 to 23 months 140,000 68,600 71,400 

Pregnant and lactating women 150,000 - 150,000 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 
The National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) provides overall leadership and coordination of all humanitarian 
interventions in the country. The Technical Council for Disaster Management (CTGC) and the Humanitarian Country 
Team working group (HCT-WG) supports the INGC, co-chaired by CARE International and WFP. UNICEF chairs the inter-
cluster coordination group (ICCG) and leads the WASH, Nutrition, Education and Protection clusters. The HCT-WG gives 
direct support to the implementation of all humanitarian actions in the country allowing for coordinated preparedness, 
response and recovery interventions. UNICEF participates in all coordination fora led by the Government and HCT.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF’s humanitarian strategy consists of key interventions deemed critical to addressing the needs of children and 
women and is complementary to the Government priorities. Priorities include Nutrition, WASH, Health, Education and 
Protection. Within the HCT and through support to the Government, UNICEF continues to provide financial, technical, 
coordination and monitoring support to the Government and humanitarian cluster coordination groups, focusing on the 
provinces most affected by drought, cyclone, flood and cholera. UNICEF also leads on Education and WASH post-
recovery interventions to Cyclone Dineo in Inhambane through working with relevant Government entities and UN 
agencies. Ahead of next emergency season (2017-2018 rainy and cyclone season), UNICEF will focus its attention on 
supporting Government emergency preparedness and planning at various levels, including strengthening CO 
preparedness and response capabilities through systematic integration and implementation of the recommended 
actions from its internal after-action review (AAR) exercise conducted in August 2017. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
The 2016-2017 emergency season in Mozambique was characterized by a number of concomitant humanitarian events 
ranging from drought, politico-military conflict, IDPs, floods, cholera and tropical cyclone Dineo. While we near the end 
of the 2016-2017 emergency season, UNICEF continues to lead on the residual humanitarian interventions for WASH, 
Nutrition, Education, and Communications for Development (C4D) integrated in all programmes. UNICEF’s response 
was underpinned by the need and urgency to meet the core commitments for children (CCCs) in humanitarian action.   
 

Nutrition  
Nutrition response activities are focused on the districts of Namuno, Chiúre and Ancuabe in Cabo Delgado province and 
eight districts of southern Zambézia with additional nutrition resilience building activities in 34 previously drought-
affected districts in southern and central Mozambique. 
 
Through outreach teams (mobile brigades), 497,061 children under the age of five years were screened for acute 
malnutrition since January 2017.  During the same period, a total of 71,975 children were admitted for the management 
of acute malnutrition (26,941 children with SAM and 45,034 children with MAM). Of these children treated, 5,293 children 
with SAM and 18,782 children with MAM were admitted to nutrition treatment programmes through mobile brigades. 
The admissions for SAM and MAM continue to show a declining trend, confirming anticipated nutrition improvements 
as also reflected in the latest IPC analysis (Figure 2). The latest data on nutrition programme exits for August 2017 
indicate: cure rate: 77.4 per cent; death rate: 0.2 per cent; abandon rate: 13.8 per cent and non-responsive rate of 4.4 per 
cent. 
 

                                                        
1 RIASCO Action Plan-the El Niño –Induced Drought in Southern Africa 2016/2017 
2 Figures were reported on the RIASCO Action Plan-the El Niño –Induced Drought in Southern Africa 2016/2017  
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UNICEF in coordination with MISAU and partners is preparing a contingency plan including nutrition response activities 
for the upcoming lean season (Oct 2017-March 2018), through active screening and treatment services delivered through 
mobile brigades in the eight districts identified as in Alert/Serious (Phase 2/3) of the IPC-AMN (March-April 2017).  In 
addition, UNICEF is supporting the implementation of provincial nutrition plans focused on building resilience through 
an inventory of equipment needed (such as anthropometric equipment) in all districts previously affected by drought and 
establishment of minimum buffer stock of therapeutic food including Ready to Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), F100 and 
F75 for contingency response in nutrition.  
 

Health 
Mobile brigades supported by UNICEF for the nutrition response provided essential primary health care services 
including vaccination, vitamin A supplementation, deworming, HIV testing and treatment of common child illnesses. As 
a result, over 14,866 children received consultations in September and 6,151 children were diagnosed and treated for 
diarrhoea, 203 for tuberculosis and 2,116 for Malaria. 17,776 children were vaccinated for measles.  
 

WASH 
WASH cluster results and interventions represent progress over strategic response plans (SRP) 1 & 2, focusing on drought 
response. 154,649 people have received hygiene messages (58,080 through UNICEF) and 379,843 beneficiaries were 
provided with safe water (14,500 through UNICEF) mainly through the construction of 63 new boreholes, 436 water point 
rehabilitations and 93 upgrades of boreholes. UNICEF supported drought response activities are in line with those agreed 
by the WASH sector under the SRPs for 2016-2017, and focus on building community resilience in drought prone areas.   
 
In order to increase sustained access to safe water, UNICEF and implementing partners have been testing the feasibility 
of upgrading existing water points to solar powered water supply systems. From the results of the production and quality 
tests, only 32 water points out of the 68 originally anticipated are feasible for upgrading into solar powered multi-use 
water supply systems, a lower than anticipated success rate. However, construction for the 32 water points is 
ongoing. The water points that do not meet the criteria for the upgraded solar systems and which are currently non-
functional are being rehabilitated which is expected to benefit 50,000 people.  
 

Education 

UNICEF’s post-Cyclone Dineo recovery interventions in Inhambane includes the repair of a total of 162 classrooms, 
benefiting over 24,300 school children affected by the Cyclone in February 2017. As of September 2017, 15 classrooms, 
which benefit close to 2,500 children in Jangamo and Morrumbene districts have been repaired through a partnership 
agreement with CARE. Reconstruction works comprises strengthening and improving structural elements through 
resilient roofing focusing on improving wind resistant to cyclone. Additional 147 classrooms are expected to be 
completed by end of October, ahead of the 2017-2018 rainy season and through partnership agreements with CARE (97 
classrooms) and Architectes Sans Frontières (50 classrooms).  UNICEF has finalized the procurement of EiE supplies, which 
includes school tents, mobile boards, school-in-a-box kits, learner kits and tarpaulin sheets for a potential caseload of 
23,000 children.   
 
An internal UNICEF After-Action Review (AAR) exercise was conducted last August, focusing on drought emergency 
response, including UNICEF response to cholera outbreaks, cyclone and internally displaced people (IDP). Based upon 
the positive feedback on UNICEF’s humanitarian response in 2016/2017 received in the AAR, a set of recommendations 
have been developed which are being used as the basis for improving preparedness. In addition, the Education cluster is 
organizing an Education Cluster AAR focusing on the cluster’s response to cyclone Dineo. UNICEF and the Ministry of 
Education are leading the effort and the workshop will take place the week of 16 October.  
 

Protection 
Following the recommendations of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) and the AAR, the Protection Cluster under 
the leadership of UNICEF and UNFPA developed key indicators for protection and gender mainstreaming during 
emergency preparedness and response phases. The document has been endorsed by protection cluster and shared with 
the Inter Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG) for feedback and discussion on integration and implementation into the 
various emergency sectoral plans.  
 
UNICEF jointly with IOM continued strengthening the protection capacity of mandated government actors at the 
national, provincial and district level through the training of trainers (ToT) for INGC emergency focal points and MGCAS 
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protection focal points. To date, 54 INGC focal points were trained in Zambezia at district level with a cumulative number 
of 307 INGC officers from Gaza, Inhambane, Sofala, Manica and Zambezia having participated in these trainings. 

 
Communications for Development (C4D) 
Between January and August 2017, more than 300,000 people were reached in four provinces (Tete, Manica, Gaza and 
Zambezia) through UNICEF/Institute of Social Communication supported Multimedia Mobile Units and Community 
Radios with messages on healthy practices and behavior such as exclusive breastfeeding, complementary feeding based 
on local products availability, identification of severe acute malnutrition, hygiene practices and water treatment. C4D 
baseline mini-surveys were also undertaken in three selected districts of Tete province in the first semester of 2017 and 
survey results were used to strengthen the different programmatic interventions led by UNICEF. Additional results of the 
surveys conducted in Cahora Bassa and Magoe in mid-August, showed that awareness of malnutrition prevention 
increased from 30 to 76 per cent, and the knowledge of key symptoms to identify child malnutrition increased from 29 
to 82 per cent. Furthermore, beneficiary interviews results in the two districts demonstrated that the number of people 
who consume water from water pumps has increased from 76 to 100 per cent. 
 
UNICEF supplied C4D materials (leaflet on hygiene promotion, booklet and posters on handwashing, portable flipcharts 
on hygiene and diarrhea prevention and child feeding in case of diarrhea) to targeted provinces to support Institute of 
Social Communication (ICS) staff in community dialogue interventions. Printing of new social mobilization materials is 
being finalized and material includes content on infant and young child feeding and hygiene (healthy practices for under 
5 children) and new radio spots and a new leaflet/poster on key integrated wash-nutrition practices, including 
identification of malnutrition symptoms. 

 
Funding 
As part of the regional Southern Africa El Niño/La Niña UNICEF’s 2017 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC), the 
requirements for Mozambique have been revised to US$ 10 million. UNICEF would like to express gratitude for the 
valuable contributions from DFID, Irish Aid, OFDA, Italy, Japan, and the US Fund for UNICEF for supporting the on-going 
El Niño-induced drought and Cyclone Dineo response.  
 

UNICEF Mozambique Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Requirements for 2017 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds Available2 
Funding gap 

$ % 

WASH 3,100,000 786,452 2,313,458 75% 

Nutrition 5,000,000 2,544,138 2,455,862 49% 

Health 150,000 227,666 0 0% 

Education 1,400,000 1,248,693  151,307 11% 

Protection  350,000 204,682 145,318 42% 

Total 10,000,000 5,011,631 $5,065,369   50.65% 
1. Funds available include funding received against the current appeal as well as carry-forward funds from the previous year. 

 
UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.unicef.org.mz/  
UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.facebook.com/unicef.mozambique 
UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz 
UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.youtube.com/UnicefMozambique 
 

 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Marcoluigi Corsi 
Representative, 
Mozambique 
Tel: +258 21 48 11 11 
Mobile: +258 82 305 1900  
Email: mcorsi@unicef.org  
 
 
 

Michel Le Pechoux  
Deputy Representative, 
Mozambique 
Tel: +258 21 48 11 04 
Mobile : +258 82 314 8100 
Email: mlepechoux@unicef.org 
 

Tito Bonde 
Emergency/DRR Specialist, 
Mozambique 
Tel: +258 21 481 150 
Mobile: +258 82 333 9250 

Email: tbonde@unicef.org 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/unicef.mozambique
http://www.twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz
http://www.youtube.com/UnicefMozambique
mailto:mcorsi@unicef.org
tel:+258%2021%2048%2011%2004
tel:+258%2021%2048%2011%2004
mailto:mlepechoux@unicef.org
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Annex 1 
SUMMARY OF 2017 PROGRAMME RESULT

 

 
 

 
Sector Response UNICEF and IPS 

WASH 
2017 Target 

  Total 
Results 

2017 
Target 

  Total 
Results 

Change since 
the last sitrep 

People provided with access to safe water (7.5-15L per 
person per day) 

414,0001  379,843  145,040 14,500  0 

People benefiting from sanitation, hygiene promotion 
activities, including point-of-use water treatment safe 
practices 

414,0001 154,649 145,040 58,080 No change 

Health      

Children in humanitarian situations affected by acute 
diarrhoea diseases, including cholera treated  

5,000 7,351 5,000 7,351  

Nutrition   

Children under 5 with SAM admitted to nutrition 
rehabilitation treatment programmes 

27,000 26,941 27,000 26,941 3,310 

Pregnant and lactating women reached with IYCF 
services 

150,000 160,555 150,000 160,555 40,848 

Education  

Children aged 6-15 years old in humanitarian situations 
accessing education 

106,0002  110,283  50,000  17,000  No change 

Children aged 3-5 years old in humanitarian situations 
accessing play-based learning 

10,000 0  10,000 03 No change 

Protection    

Children affected by humanitarian situations identified 
and referred to appropriate assistance, including 
receiving PSS   

5,000  0 5,000  03 No change 

1. The revised SRP included 114,000 additional people in the target for the cluster as a result of potential floods and cyclones (such as Dineo) 
2. Revised HAC target as per the regional chapter 
 3. Activities were not implemented through they had been identified as relevant by UNICEF and clusters 

 


