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 RAPID INTER-AGENCY ASSESSMENT MISSION REPORT 
 TO ABU JABRA, ABU MATARIG AND EL FERDOS OF EAST DARFUR STATE 

10-11 May 2016 

.Overview:  
 In February 2016, HAC commissioner in Ed Deain informed the humanitarian community of the 

arrival of South Sudanese (SS) in Khor Omer IDP camp in Ed Deain. The arrivals of SS were 
reported in March 2016 by HAC and SRCS in the different localities of East Darfur State. Due to 
inaccessibility to these areas, the humanitarian assessment was delayed until 10-11 May 2016. 

 The inter-agency assessment mission was led by OCHA and HAC. The participants in the 
mission are WFP, UNICEF, UNHCR, UMCOR, ARC, SRCS, SMoH and WES (Water, 
Environment and Sanitation). 

 PURPOSE: To assess the humanitarian situation of the refugees from South Sudan in the areas 

of  Abu Jabra, Abu Matarig and El Ferdos 
 The mission took a round trip from: 

-  Ed Deain to Abu Jabra ( Abu Jabraa is 106 Km SE of Ed Deain),  
- Abu Jabra  to Abu Matarig ( Abu Matarig is 63 Km W of Abu Jabra),  
- Abu Matarig- El Ferdos (El Ferdos is about 55 Km west of Abu Matarig 
- El Ferdos –Ed Deain (Ed Deain is about 60 Km E of El Ferdos). 

 The mission was escorted by UNAMID. 
 In each location the mission met with the authorities (the commissioner of the locality ( in Abu 

Jabra) or/and the executive directors, technical staff, local community and the refugees. 
 

     FINDINGS.  
(1) Numbers: The estimated number of refugees in the three visited locations are as follows: 

 

Locality Location Number of 
refugees ( 
individuals) 

Remarks 

Abu Jabra Abu Jabra 6000 Residing in the old Dinka  IDP camp which is 
already populated with 2000 old  SS  

Bahr Alarab Abu Matarig 800 Residing in  three locations: The old Dinka  IDP  
camp, south and North of the town 

El Ferdos El Ferdos 75 250 Dinka are in the old camp and 15 HHs who 
came across Khor Omer. 

Remarks: 

 The refugees in Abu Jabra town are residing with the old South Sudanese in the old 
camp. The camp is located in the center of the town, congested with the old and the new 
arrivals. Only few meters separate the old camp from the residence of the host 
community. There are about 2000 SS in the camp (Old IDPs).According to the Sultan, 
during the day; the refugees live with relatives in the camp and at night they sleep in the 
available open area. The camp is planned to be relocated to a new place close but 
outside the town. The authorities and the refugees are in agreement on the relocation. 
Refugees are reported in scattered villages around the locality including: Um Ajaja, Um 
Didan, Mikhaizeen, Kiro, Um Sinita, Fare Alhabeel, Um AlHato, and Um Shigoog.  

 The refugees in Abu Matarig town are residing in three groups in different directions of 
the town. (a) In the NE of the town, in the old IDP camp of South Sudanese (b) In Wad 
Almahi area south of the town (c) In the north area where brick factories are located 
(most of them are brick making laborers).  By the end of March 2016, SRCS registered 
1691 refugees. According to the Sultan the number was decreasing due to their 
departure to other villages (such as Krio, Um Sinaina Fare Alhabeel  ...etc) searching for 
their livelihood and old relations support. 

 In El Ferdos the mission found 15 families, 6 of them have just arrived from Ed Deain. 
Where they are registered in Ed Deain and NFIs distributed in Ed Deain were seen in 
their possession. The remaining 9 families also came through Ed Deain. It Seems Ed 
Deain is a crossing point for those coming to El Ferdos.  
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Recommendation: Immediate registration/verification for the refugees in Abu Jabra, Abu 
Matarig and El Ferdos. The team of registration/Verification to consider also the registration 

of the refugees in the other villages. 
 

(2) FSL 
The assessed refugees have been affected by hunger and poor farming season in their original 
areas (North Bahrel Gazal states). They have started arriving in Sudan since January/ February 
2016. No food assistance was provided except the support from the community. The refugees 
depend heavily on the support from community where the old relations and contacts play a big 
role. The communities in the three locations are suffering from the failure of the last year`s 
agricultural season. SMOA in Abu Jabra stated that the 2015 agricultural season was the worst 
among the last three years 2013-2015.  
The refugees take one meal at the end of the day if they found support from the community or 
chances of domestic work and brick making in the town. Food is one of the main challenges and 
it is the main pushing factor for them to cross the border into to Sudan. Food remains the first 
priority for the refugees. 
 

(3) Health 

Locality Location Available health 
services 

Status 

Abu 
Jabra 

Abu 
Jabra 

-Rural hospital. 
 

-Not functioning well. There is no medical doctor. 

-Health center. Is working and providing PHC package. It faces a 
shortage in medical supplies, drugs, health and 
RH kits 

-2 health insurance 
centers. 

Provide a good health services for those who are 
members  in the health insurance 

    

Bahrel 
Arab 

Abu 
Matarig 

-Rural hospital -functioning well. Available staff: medical doctor, 
Medical assistance, nurse.etc. 

-Health center -functioning, .providing PHC package. Faces 
shortage in medical supplies, drugs and health 
kits 

-2 health insurance 
centers 

Provide  good health services for those who are 
members in the health insurance. Have a medical 
doctor, lab, pharmacy, dressing and enough drugs 
supplies. 

    

El 
Ferdos 

El 
Ferdos 

-Health center -Supported by ARC 

  -Health insurance 
center 

-Provide health services for members 

 
Distance wise, the health facilities in the three locations are accessible for the refugees. The 
refugees are treated like the Sudanese; they have to pay for medical consultation, treatment and 
purchasing drugs.. It is not affordable to the refugees. SMoH provides – free of charge- the 
emergency drugs for children less than 5 years. Drugs supplies (for >5 years) and additional staff 
are required for health facilities. 
The south Sudanese Sultans in Abu Matarig and Abu Jabra reported some deaths of adults and 
children since their arrivals in January/February 2016. For example, In Abu Matarig; the Sultan 
reported deaths of 3 cases of adult and 7 children. The clinic in Abu Jabra reported a case of 
death of one refugee’s pregnant woman. No outbreak was reported. The common causes of 
morbidity are: diarrhea, cough, fever, skin infection, and eye infection.  
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(4) Nutrition 

There is one Outpatient therapeutic program (OTP) in each of the three locations. In all the 
locations the program is operated by SMoH and support of UNICEF. Supplies are available.  And 
there are no community outreach services in the three centers. The SAM cases with medical 
complications are referred to the stabilization center in Ed Deain Hospital. Since the closure of 
Tearfund program in East Darfur in December 2016, the TSFP in Abu Jabra, Abu Matarig and El 
Ferdos are not operational. 

(5) WASH: Abu Jabra and Abu Matarig: Water is available, within a walking distance from South 
Sudanese gatherings. There are 4 water stations in Abu Jabra town. (Sabreen, Abu Jabra South, 
Abu Jabra Wasat and Abu Jabra West). Two of them need rehabilitation. The water production in 
Sabreen water station (closer to the South Sudanese gathering) is low.  It is of need for 
rehabilitation including separation of Human and animals, the tank and the generator…etc.). Abu 
Jabra South water station needs a generator, additional tank and fencing. 
In Abu Matarig, there are 4 water stations in the town. The water station in the center of the town 
(Abu Matarig WASAT) needs rehabilitation (two bore holes constructed in this water station 
needs to be supported). 
The cost of a barrel of water (Abu Jabra as example) from water station source is SDG 5 and that 
is brought by donkey cart for sale is SDG 15. Purchasing water is a challenge. The refugees are 
lacking the money and the containers for bringing water (recommended NFIs).Long queues in the 
water stations to collect water were observed. 
The sanitation is one of the main issues needs to be tackled especially in Abu Jabra where the 
camp is congested and there is no space for constructing latrines. There are only 66 latrines in 
the old camp in Abu Jabra. So the rate of open defecation is high. The sanitation situation in Abu 
Matarig is almost the same, however no difficulty for space for latrines construction. Hygiene 
promotion and cleaning campaigns is absent and no awareness activities. In El Ferdos, the 
situation is normal, no big concerns. 

(6) Emergency shelter/NFIs 

The refugees in Abu Jabra are living with their relatives in the camp. No space for extension of 
the camp area. However shelter materials are crucially needed to support refugees within the 
hosting families and for shelter in the planned new camp. The refugees in Abu Matarig are seen 
under trees especially the group in the old camp. The old families in the old camp of Abu Matarig 
are about 50 families. So it is difficult to absorb all the families within the camp shelter. The 
refugees who were residing in the south and north of the town are  using the  empty houses of 
the host community who ( the host community) are herding their animals in the South. They are 
expected to be back in June 2016. 
 Emergency shelter is recommended for them. Non -food items are recommended for all the 
refugees in Abu Jabra and Abu Matarig. In El Ferdos shelter is required for the 15 families  

(7) Protection/Education 
-. The authorities and the host community in all the locations are supporting, providing security 
and welcoming the presence of the refugees. However some protection concerns were reported: 
in Abu Jabra, for children and old population. There are 20 orphans’ and 5 old men 
unaccompanied by members of their families. Most of the families are female headed 
households. 
- There is no education services provided for all  the refugees .No child related activities were 
found. 
 

(8) Recommendations. 

Recommendation Recommended activities 

                                                           FSL 

- Urgent food 
distribution. and 
Distribution of 
seeds/tools. 

-Full ration of GFD to all the assessed refugees. 
-Seeds/tools distribution for the community and refugees 

                                                       HEALTH 

-Provide adequate - Medical supplies to cover the refugees and the community and free 
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health services in 
the PHC and the 
rural hospital and 
providing a free 
health services to 
refugees 

medication for South Sudanese. 
-Refresher training for the medical staff. 
-HIV screening and treatment. 
-measles campaign for <15 years. 
-Community health awareness and mobilization. 
-establish a health committee in the refugees’ camp. 
- Deployment of a medical doctor to the rural hospital in Abu Jabra. 
- RH activities. 
- In depth assessment of the health situation of the refugees in Abu Jabra 
and Abu Matarig. 

                                                    NUTRITION 

-Support the 
operational OTP 
and reactivate the 
TSFP in the three 
locations 

-MUAC screening for children 6-59 months. 
-Support the referral system of children, 5 and the PLW. 
- Blanket SFD of plumby sup for children <5 and PLW. 
-Vitamin A supplement for those who were not included in the Polio campaign 
in April 16. 
- Reactivate the TSFP program in all the three locations. 
- conduct CMAM and IYCF refresher training. 
-Support the referral of the SAM cases to the stabilization center in Ed Deain 
hospital. 

                                                           WASH 

Provision of save 
and free water, 
good sanitation 
and hygiene 
environment 

-establishment of 3 water bladders in Abu Jabra (old camp) and 3 bladders 
Abu Matarig.  
Water trucking/extension of water pipe from the nearest water station. 
- Rehabilitation of the existing water yards in Abu Jabara (2)  Abu Matarig (1) 
and El Ferdos (1) 
- Regular cleaning campaign 
- Regular awareness campaigns 
 - Construction of Latrines.  A special attention for Abu Jabra. In consultations 
with the authorities in Abu Jabra; plans to be set for urgent solution of the 
sanitation issue.. 
- Support all WASH facilities in the planned new site in Abu Jabra (Drilling 
bore hole, water distribution points, Latrines,etc) 

                 Protection/Education 

Support protection 
and tackle any 
protection 
concerns 

-Further assessment for the unaccompanied/separated children 
- assessment for unaccompanied elderly and Female headed households 
- assessment for the Old  
-establishment of child friendly spaces. 
- assessment of the number of children of school age and coordinate with 
State  Ministry of Education  on the way forward  

 SPECIAL RECOMMENDATION FOR EL FERDOS 

 Due to the small number of the refugees in El Ferdos ( 15 HHs),  
- It`s recommended for services providers to consider the special 

situations of South Sudanese in delivery of their assistances and 
services [ARC for health, a SMOH/UNICEF for OTP program. 
UMCOR for latrines construction], 

- Urgent distribution of Food, shelter, NFIs etc. are highly 
recommended as shown above. 

-  

  Immediate registration/verification for the refugees. In Abu Jabra, Abu 
Matarig and El Ferdos. The team of registration/Verification to consider also 

the registration of the refugees in the other villages. 
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