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New Kenya AG, CJ Named: Kenyan President 

Mwai Kibaki on Friday nominated Professor 

Githu Muigai the new Kenya Attorney General 

and Alnashir Visram the new Chief Justice. 

A statement from the Presidential Press Unit said 

the nominations were done in consultation with 

Prime Minister Raila Odinga, and in accordance 

with the constitution. 

The President also nominated Kioko Kilukumi as 

the Director of Public Prosecutions while 

William Kirwa was named the Controller of 

Budget. The new judicial appointments came as 

Kenya was setting in motion the process of 

deferral of cases filed against the suspected 

masterminds of the 2008 post election violence 

by the International Criminal Court. 

According to analysts, the move is expected to 

convince the international community that Kenya 

is committed to judicial reforms and could 

adequately handle the cases. 

Meanwhile, Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga 

described the judiciary appointments made by 

President Kibaki on Friday as 'unconstitutional'. 

The PM said he was "shocked and dismayed' at 

the appointments which the President had 

proceeded to make without adhering to the 

principles of the constitution, adding that the 

appointments would be blocked using the 

appropriate constitutional means. 

Mr Odinga said his office had agreed with the 

Office of the President to hold consultations after 

the African Union meeting in Addis Ababa, but 

shockingly the appointments were made while he 

was away. Mr Odinga while still in Ethiopia at 

the ongoing African Union summit, denied he 

was consulted over Judiciary appointments made 

by President Kibaki on Friday. 

Somali Pirates Arrested in South Korea: Five 

Somali pirates were arrested on Sunday to be 

questioned over the hijacking of a South Korean 

chemical ship in the Arabian Sea and attempting a 

murder of the carrier's captain. South Korea's navy 

rescued all 21 crew members aboard the chemical 

carrier Samho Jewelry on January 21 and captured 

the five pirates alive. Eight other pirates were 

killed. The five pirates, who the new agency said 

are at age between 19 and mid-20s, were flown to 

Busan, South Korea's south-eastern port city, 

earlier in the day, to become the first pirates to 

stand trial in the country for seizing a South 

Korean vessel. The Busan District Court issued 

warrants to arrest the five pirates that the South 

Korean police have asked for on charges of 

maritime robbery and attempted murder, Yonhap 

news reported. They are accused of hijacking the 

11,500-tonne ship this month and firing at the 

captain during a rescue operation by South Korea's 

navy. The captain of the ship was moved to a 

South Korean hospital for operation on Saturday 

and reportedly in a serious condition. The five 

Somali pirates have denied any wrongdoings and 

blamed their dead colleagues. They could face 

questioning for up to 30 days. A three-way 

translation process from Somali to English to 

Korean would make it difficult to question them. 

SO Kakuma 

Missions to Kakuma on South Sudan 

Referendum: A mission from the US Embassy 

arrived in Kakuma on the 27
th
 January 2011. The 

mission’s main purpose was to meet with the south 

Sudanese refugee community to better understand 

their feeling towards potential outcomes of the 

referendum in South Sudan. The mission met with 

UNHCR representatives who provided an in-depth 

understanding of new arrival trends South 

Sudanese. In a related development, a team from 

Aljazeera Media house arrived visited Kakuma on 

27
th
 January 2011. The Al Jazeera team was 

interested in what South Sudanese refugees 

thought about the referendum and its potential 

outcomes. Feedback from the south Sudanese 

refugees reflected mixed feelings on the 
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referendum’s potential outcomes including a 

possible repatriation to South Sudan. The vast 

majority of the refugees interviewed were 

cautiously optimistic of the prospects in South 

Sudan, preferring to evaluate the situation further 

after the announcement of results of the 

referendum. A few expressed willingness to 

repatriate if the conditions in South Sudan become 

conducive. 

BO NairobiBO NairobiBO NairobiBO Nairobi        
Registration: A total of 473 individuals turned 

up for registration, 275 of whom were 

registered, including 55 individuals (mainly 

Burundians) for whom movement letters were 

issued to facilitate their travel to the camps. One 

hundred ninety eight asylum seekers were given 

registration appointments for later dates, 

bringing the number of applicants pending 

registration to 11,928 and the waiting period to 

3
rd

 August 2012. 

Capacity Building: A meeting was held with 

the Department for Refugee Affairs (DRA) at 

which the handover of reception and registration 

activities to DRA was discussed. In a separate 

but related development, the Task Force 

established by the Ministry of Immigration and 

Registration of Persons for the purposes of 

“developing legislation on citizenship and 

compiling proposals for amendments in the 

existing related Acts of Parliament” held a two-

day workshop with a view to reviewing and 

proposing amendments to the Refugees Act. A 

number of ministries and government 

departments, UNHCR, WFP, IOM and civil 

society representatives (RCK, Kituo) were 

invited to participate and present their views. 

Internally Displaced Persons: UNHCR, 

UNICEF, UNFPA, IOM, and KNHRC 

organised a joint workshop for the field based 

IDP Protection Working Groups in Nakuru 

and Eldoret between the 18
th
 and the 20

th
 of 

January 2011. One of the work-shops focussed 

on training on IDP international legal 

standards (including the durable solutions 

frame work) and child protection and 

SGBV/Trafficking in displacement contexts, 

while the other focussed on developing a 

work-plan for the field protection working 

groups for 2011. They attracted all eight DCs 

in central and south rift from displacement 

areas, officials from the Ministries of health, 

child affairs, youth affairs and gender as well 

as officials from the Kenya police. Those in 

attendance expressed interest in the ongoing 

national IDP policy process and emphasised its 

importance and also noted that the IDP 

concerns were not limited to the Post Election 

Violence. 

Education: 30 best performing and needy 

students in Kenya certificated for Primary 

Education (KCPE) examinations were 

interviewed and awarded scholarships by two 

partner organizations in the urban programme. 

In view of the challenges facing the girl child, 

60% of the opportunities went to the female 

candidates.  They will join both private and 

public secondary schools. 

  

  

 


