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Inside This Issue: Overview of humanitarian situation 
The year 2006 was greeted by a number of humanitarian challenges namely the cholera outbreak, 
an armyworm invasion, persistent shortages of agricultural inputs, lack of shelter for the people 
affected by the Clean-up Operation and  the threat of floods. These challenges were in addition to 
the longstanding humanitarian priorities like food shortages, HIV and AIDS and the continued 
economic decline that has seen the rate of inflation rising to 585.8% coupled with scarce foreign 
currency available in the country. These humanitarian challenges are described below. 
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MVPs return to towns  
Recent assessments show an 
increasing influx of mobile and 
vulnerable people (MVPs) into 
areas like Chipapa (Karoi), 
Trennance and Killarney 
(Bulawayo). They are re-
establishing in locations from 
where they were removed 
during Operation Restore 
Order/Murambatsvina.   
 
Concerned by the emerging 
needs, humanitarian actors are 
calling for the registration of 
these people to deliver 
humanitarian assistance to 
them. The influx  is stretching 
the available resources. 
 
On 11 January, WFP, through a 
cooperating partner, distributed 
153 metric tons of food 
(cereals, pulses, and oil), to 
2,400 households affected by 
Operation Murambatsiva in the 
Harare area after verification 
with the targeting criteria. In 
January, WFP will provide more 
than 1,000 metric tons of food 
to 37,800 people negatively 
impacted by Operation 
Murambastsvina.  

Cholera outbreak 
Three separate outbreaks 
occurred in Harare, 
Chikomba and Buhera since 
early December 2005. 
According to the Ministry of 
Health and Child Welfare, the 
outbreaks in the three areas 
had a total of 285 cholera 
cases from which 14 deaths 
were registered. However, 
the Combined Harare 
Residents’ Associations claims 
that the death toll from the 
current cholera outbreak has 
risen to 40. The Ministry also 
reports that cumulative 
national figures since January 
2005 stand at 516 cholera 
cases and 26 deaths. 
 
OCHA produced maps 
showing the areas affected by 
the outbreak. As a member of 
the National Multi-sectoral 
Task Force that was 
established by the Ministry of 
Health and Child Welfare in 
response to the cholera 
outbreak, UNICEF facilitated 
the design and production of 
flyers and accompanying 
posters, aimed at informing 
and educating  the general 
public and members of the 
hospitality industry regarding 
identification of the disease, 
care of the infected and the 
role of good hygiene and 
sanitation practices in fighting 
the spread of the disease. 
 
UNICEF is also providing 
technical support to the Social 

Mobilisation sub-committee of 
the taskforce in developing a 
communication-based strategy 
that is aimed at promoting 
effective  short and long-term 
measures regarding cholera 
prevention and care amongst 
policy makers, implementing 
institutions and community 
members.  
 
Immediately after the 
outbreak was reported on 28 
November and 17 December, 
respectively, WHO was 
involved in the initial 
assessment to determine the 
magnitude of the outbreak 
and to identify gaps that 
needed to be filled to control 
the outbreak. Technical staff 

was deployed to give 
technical support in 
surveillance, community 
mobilization, infection 
control, temporary latrine 
construction and contact 
tracing. 
 
The outbreak happens at a 
time when the country’s 
health system and social 
services infrastructure are 
already overburdened. 
Drinking water and sewerage 
reticulation systems in cities 
and towns are collapsing and 
garbage continues to 
accumulate in most 
residential areas increasing 
the risk of disease outbreaks. 
The official national media 
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reported that Harare’s water 
does not meet the 
specifications of the Standards 
Association of Zimbabwe nor 
those of the World Health 
Organisation as it has high 
chemical concentrations and 
sedimentary impurities. In 
Bindura, the national 
broadcaster reported that 
residents of the mining town 
are drinking water that is 
laced with a vegetative 
stench. 
 
Agriculture  
The armyworm caterpillar 
attacked sprouting maize 
crops in Matebeleland South, 
Mashonaland East and Central 
provinces during mid-January. 
The Zimbabwe Farmers' 
Union lamented the shortage 
of foreign currency needed to 
import pesticides. The 
Agricultural Research and 
Extension Services (AREX) 
announced that the outbreak 
is now under control and has 
not caused a major effect to 
the food security of the 
country. However, farmers’ 
unions fear that the shortages 
of inputs especially fertilizer 
will result in a poor harvest 
and the current good rains 
would not be put to the best 
use. 
 
The government has indicated 
plans to takeover three 
fertilizer firms, Windmill, 
Zimbabwe Fertilizer 
Company and the fertilizer 
section of Sable Chemicals in 
an effort to guarantee 
availability of fertilizer. The 
three companies will be 
merged into a government 
controlled National Fertilizer 
Company of Zimbabwe. 
Zimbabwe News reports that 
the nationalization of the 
three corporations would 
further scare away foreign 
investors.  
 
Shelter 
The UN is continuing 
dialogue with the government 
and working with its partners 
to address the shelter needs 
of the people that lost their 
shelter during the Operation 
Muramba t sv i n a /Re s to re 
Order of May to July 2005. 
The rolling out of the shelter 
programme that was planned 

to start  with 2,500 
temporary houses is yet to 
happen pending agreement 
with the government on the 
acceptable model of the 
shelter. 
 
T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Organization for Migration 
( I O M ) ,  U N - H a b i t a t , 
churches and NGOs are 
consulting on how best to 
continue providing shelter to 
the vulnerable individuals 
living in the open or those 
without adequate shelter. 
 
The Daily Mirror on 9 
January reported that new 
illegal shelters are sprouting 
in the Harare high-density 
suburbs of Dzivarasekwa, 
Mufakose, Mbare and Glen 
Norah as affected people 
return to the city. 
 
Food Security 
Shortages of the staple maize 
grain and maize meal 
persisted into 2006, as 
people are in the middle of 
the season when traditionally 
most families would have 
exhausted food stocks from 
the previous seasons.  WFP’s 
Vulnerability and Mapping 
(VAM) Unit reported that, in 
December, 90 percent of 
community respondents 
reported that maize meal/
grain was not available or 
available with difficulty in 
their primary and secondary 

markets.  Fifty two percent of 
community respondents also 
indicated that food aid was 
their primary source of maize.   
 
In January 2006, WFP will 
provide food assistance to 
more than 4.3 million people 
under the Vulnerable Group 
Feeding (VGF) programme 
and targeted activities 
including school feeding, 
home-based care, support for 
orphans and vulnerable 
children, pregnant and 
lactating mothers, and people 
affected by Operation 
Murambatsvina. WFP plans to 
provide more than 37,000 Mt 
of food to 3.4 million people 
in 37 districts under the VGF 
programme.  The VGF 
programme targets the most 
food insecure households in 
37 districts (while an 
additional 13 districts are 
covered under a separate 
NGO food pipeline, using 
similar modalities), and is 
being implemented through 11 
experienced NGO 
cooperating partners. 
 
The VGF programme 
provides, on average, 10 
kilogrammes of cereals and 2 
kilogrammes of pulses per 
month to individuals with no 
or low assets ownership, fixed 
or temporary income, petty 
trading opportunities, and 
remittances.  In addition, WFP 
prioritizes orphan, single 

parent, elderly, chronically ill, 
disabled-headed households, 
along with those with 
vulnerable household 
members, for food assistance. 
 
Beginning this January WFP 
and its cooperating partners 
will begin feeding children at 
several schools in Bulawayo.  
The government has 
welcomed the urban school 
feeding programme as it is a 
source of good nutrition for 
the urban poor children, 
especially orphans and 
vulnerable children.  The 
school feeding programme will 
benefit more than 547,000 
children in 16 districts in 
January. 
 
Floods 
The country remains alert to 
the possibility of major floods 
as the Meteorological Services 
Department warns that an 
organized cloud system 
associated with the Inter-
Tropical Convergence Zone, 
currently concentrated in 
neighbouring Namibia, may 
continue to affect the country. 
Earlier in January, some 
incessant rains affected 
Gokwe, Lower Guruve and 
Tsholotsho. Floods caused by 
a rainfall pattern affecting 
Southern Africa have swept 
away over 26 people in 
Mozambique and are  
● To page 3 

Zimbabwe fails to meet WHO  
Target on ARVs 
Zimbabwe has failed to meet the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) target of 
providing life prolonging Anti-retroviral drugs 
(ARVs) to at least 120 000 people by the end 
2005. Lack of adequate foreign currency and 
reluctance by the public to undergo voluntary 
HIV testing were largely blamed for the 
failure.  
 
The WHO target, also known as the 3 by 5 
initiative, was set up in 2001 with the aim of 
providing ARVs to 3 million people living with 
HIV and Aids in developing countries by the 
end of 2005. The equation translates to 
120,000 people in Zimbabwe which has an 
estimated 1,820,000 people living with HIV 
and Aids. However, only 10 percent of them 
know their status, and of those, about 20 
percent require ARVs. - Daily Mirror, 
03/0106 

Zimbabwe on alert for locusts plague 
Zimbabwe is on high alert to deal with the 
plague of migratory locusts that invaded 
Zambia’s southern province of Namwala in mid 
January. Monitoring and controlling systems 
have already been put in place to deal with the 
swarms that have caused extensive damage to 
crops and vegetation in several countries they 
passed through. - Herald, 20/01/06 
 
Renal patients stranded as acetate  
concentrate runs out  
Parirenyatwa Hospital’s Renal Unit has for the 
past week been turning away patients before 
dialysis after it ran out of a critical concentrate 
– acetate. The hospital’s chief executive officer, 
Thomas Zigora, yesterday would neither deny 
nor confirm the turning away of the patients 
and shortage of acetate. “I am not aware of the 
current situation, but what I was told last week 
was that the concentrate was in short supply,” 
said Zigora. - Daily Mirror, 25/01/06  

Highlights of Zimbabwean Media Reports  
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Prices of maize grain and maize meal in 
major urban and rural  market  centres 
went up by an average 13%. According to 
WFP figures, Marondera had the lowest 
increase  of  4% while  Mutare  had  the 
highest increase of 27%.  
 
Following  the  temporary  closure  of 
Harare’s Mbare market place to mitigate 
the spread of cholera, maize grain prices 
in Harare tumbled by 14% as traders had 
to make quick sales for cheaper prices. 
The graph and map presented here show 
the price trends in major cities and towns 
and the market distribution. 
 
Acknowledgements: 
Data  supplied  by  the  United  Nations 
World Food Programme 
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Harare:
14% decline in price of maize
due to closure of the main selling
market in Mbare

Marondera:
Recorded a14% increase
in grain prices due to grain
scarcity

Chinhoyi:
Recorded a 4% increase
in grain prices due to grain
scarcity

Mutare:
Reduced GMB activities
and scarcity of the product
led to a 27% increase in 
prices of maize grain.

Masvingo:
Maize available after a week
of unavailability with a 14% price
hike

Bulawayo:
This is the only place where
both maize meal and maize 
grain were available in the
Bulawayo region

Nkayi:
Neither maize grain nor maize
meal were available in the
open market

Gwanda:
Neither maize grain nor maize
meal were available in the
open market

Ngundu:
No maize grain on open
market although unrefined
maize meal was available
through the GMB

Nyanyadzi:
A 12% increase in price of
maize meal was noted
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Maize grain and maize meal market watch as at 13 January 2006 

● From page 2 
continuing in that country. 
 
At the beginning of the rain season in 
November 2005, OCHA/HST’s disaster 
management unit supported the Civil 
Protection Unit with flood alertness 
training in all the flood-prone areas in the 
country. This activity will be continued 
this year through collaborative 
contingency plans at national level and 
replicated on one province and a number 
of identified districts. 

Update on Nyamukwarara 
IOM, UNICEF, WFP, the government and 
Anglican Diocese of Manicaland 
participated in a mission to assess shelter 
needs at Nyamukwarara in the Makoni 
district of Manicaland province.  
 
The mission also assessed accessibility to 
the settlement in terms of road 
infrastructure. The assessment mission 
managed to meet community leaders 
although a further needs assessment was 
impeded by incessant rains. The incessant 

rains are disrupting distributions and 
rendering road slippery and impassable. 
 
UNICEF has also sent senior 
representatives of different sectors to 
visit Nyamukwarara with the Governor 
so that actions can be agreed upon on 
the day of the visit to address emergency 
related issues of education, health, 
malnutrition and access.  
 
• To page 4 
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 MEETING CHAIR/CONTACT DAY/TIME 

Education Working Group UNICEF—cbaldeh@unicef.org 01/02/06, 10am at UNICEF 

UN IASC and HC OCHA—lelei@un.org 02&16/02/06, 3-4pm at Takura House 

Nutrition Technical Consultative Group UNICEF—dstevens@unicef.org 03/02/06, 9-11am at UNICEF 

HC and IASC OCHA—lelei@un.org 08&22/02/06, 11am-12pm at Takura 
House 

Child Protection Working Group UNICEF—jbergua@unicef.org 16/02/06, 9-11am at UNICEF 

Early Childhood Development Working Group UNICEF—btachivona@unicef.org 17/02/06, 10am at UNICEF 

UN HC’s NGO Consultative Meeting OCHA—lelei@un.org 21/02/06, 11am-12.30pm at Takura Hse 

Donors Meeting with HC OCHA—lelei@un.org 23/02/06, 3-4pm, at Takura House 

Water and Sanitation Working Group UNICEF—mjonga@unicef.org 24/02/06, 9-11am at UNICEF 

Inter-Agency Coordination Committee on Health  Ministry of Health & Child Welfare 
WHO—khupeS@whoafr.org 

27/02/06, 2.30pm, at MoHCW, 4th Flr. 
Kaguvi 

Mobile and Vulnerable Population Working Group IOM - ncelestino@iom.co.zw 28/02/06, 10am at IOM  

HC and IASC OCHA—lelei@un.org 28/12/05, 11am-12pm at Takura House  

Donors Meeting with HC OCHA—lelei@un.org 29/12/05, 3-4pm at Takura House 

Agricultural Coordination Working Group FAO—douglas.magunda@fao.org 29/12/05, 9-11am at UNICEF 

Matebeleland NGO Forum Coordination Meeting OXFAM—oxcan@mweb.co.zw 30/12/05, 9am-12pm at CADEC 
Bulawayo 

Water and Sanitation Working Group UNICEF—mjonga@unicef.org 27/01/06, 9-11am at UNICEF 

Calendar of coordination working group meetings for the month of February 2005 

Contributions:  
We kindly welcome information contributions and comments from all readers, especially UN agencies and partners to be able to profile the humanitarian issues 
in their different dimensions. For feedback contact: maputseni@un.org  
 

Disclaimer:  
The content of this document is for information purposes only and not an official record  of the United Nations. 

Note: These dates are provisional and subject to confirmation with or by the contact persons.  

Children (UNICEF) that is set 
to go towards the prevention 
of “childhood illnesses” and 
prevent malaria across the 
country. 
 
In a statement UNICEF said 
the Japanese government’s 
initiative is a welcome boost 
on already existing 
programmes such as the 
country’s expanded 
immunization exercise to fight 
against the “seven vaccine 
preventable diseases” in 
children such as measles and 

children. These funds are an 
enormous boost to this 
effort”. 
 
The Japanese funds will 
ensure that all children 
eligible for immunization 
against TB, Diphtheria, 
Pertusis, Tetanus, Polio, 
Hepatitis B and Measles are 
immunized on time and that 
almost a quarter of a million 
Zimbabwean children receive 
a long lasting insecticide 
treated net. - The Standard. 

malaria prevention efforts. 
 
UNICEF’s representative in 
Zimbabwe, Festo Kavishe 
said,  
 
“Two million Zimbabwean 
children and women will feel 
the benefits of these Japanese 
funds in 2006. Zimbabwe’s 
health system is under real 
stress, and so we must all find 
ways to ensure malaria and 
vaccine preventable diseases 
do not take the lives of 
evermore Zimbabwean 

● From page 3 
In addition, UNICEF is 
expediting the delivery of 
treated mosquito nets to 
Nyamukwarara.  
 
UNICEF plans to provide a 
school for the people while 
IOM will provide shelter 
assistance.  
 
Japan helps Zimbabwe 
fight child illness 
The Japanese government has 
donated US$2.5 million to the 
United Nations Fund for 

The Office for the 
Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
will run a contingency 
planning workshop on 07-08 
February 2006 in 
collaboration with the 
government of Zimbabwe. 
Participants will include 
technical level staff from 
various Ministries, UN 
agencies and NGOs. The 
workshop will review current 
preparedness measures 

against likely natural 
calamities and device 
appropriate response 
mechanisms and  initiate a 
contingency planning exercise 
through joint information 
sharing and risk analysis. The 
expected outcome after 
finalizing the planning process 
at the end of February will be 
a draft contingency plan 
detailing expected 
contingencies and scenarios, a 
brief overview on the overall 

management and coordination 
machanisms, strategies and 
objectives, and sector response 
plans. Zimbabwe is currently 
facing the impact of the heavy 
rains with flooding reported in 
a number of regions, a cholera 
outbreak that has resulted in a 
number of deaths including in 
Harare and army worm attacks 
that could devastate the 
upcoming harvest. With effect 
from 1 January 2006, the 
OCHA office has been 

established in Zimbabwe to 
fully support the functions of 
the humanitarian coordinator 
as the UN continues to 
coordinate humanitarian 
actions, dialogue with the 
government, raise funds and 
support humanitarian partner 
organizations. The office will 
help in facilitating the 
collaboration needed in 
addressing the needs of the 
most vulnerable people in 
Zimbabwe. 

Contingency planning workshop 


