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GIVING HOPE  TO 
EDUCATION
The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic 

touched various sectors of life, and 
education is one of the sectors most 

affected. Research by the Commission 
for Education, the Bishops' Conference 
of Indonesian (KWI) toward 250 Catholic 
schools in five Indonesia ecclesiastical 
regions; Sumatra, Kalimantan, Makassar-
Amboina-Manado, Papua, and Nusa 
Tenggara, stated that only 17 schools (8%) 
of the 250 schools were still able to cover 

their operational costs.
This data is discomforting because at the 

peak of the pandemic, only 66 schools (29%) 
were able to cover their operational costs, 
and that is if there is support from school 
foundations and the Education Assistance 
Agency (BP3). What is more concerning 
is that 140 schools (63%) cannot afford to 
cover their operational costs.

During the pandemic, the challenges in 
education are indeed tough, where students 

Adequate health facilities in schools and the implementation 
of health protocols are key factors in fighting the spread of 
Covid-19. Photo: Doc. Caritas Indonesia 
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must study at home. In addition, teaching 
or learning activities require the cost to be 
connected to the internet, it is something 
that is sometimes not easy to reach in remote 
areas. 

In this pandemic situation, there are about 
13% of parents cannot afford to pay for their 
children's tuition and even 66% ask to be 
freed from having to pay for their children's 
education.

Educational Supports 
In response to this situation, Caritas 

Indonesia, together with the Commission of 
Social Economic Development (PSE) and the 
Commission on Education (Komdik) launched 
the education assistance program for schools 
in five ecclesiastical regions.

So far, the program has been running from 
July 2020 to December 2021. This assistance 
includes providing living cost for non-
permanent teachers in Catholic and non-
Catholic schools.

Through this assistance, it is hoped could 
help the living of the non-permanent 
teachers. From 2020 to 2021, the total number 
of teachers assisted is 3,297 non-permanent 

staff/teachers with the total disbursed funds 
amounting to IDR3,276,970,000. This data 
also includes the provision of assistance to 
three Muslim schools (22 recipients) and nine 
public schools (16 recipients).

In Nabire, Papua, the assistance for the 
development of digital library equipment 
has been implemented with an amount of 
IDR350,000,000. It is given considering that 
the library is an important part of education 
in schools. By digitizing some library 
facilities, it may help improve the quality of 
student learning in schools.

Furthermore, assistance was also provided 
to support the implementation of health 
protocols and the provision of health 
facilities in schools. To become a safe place 
for the teaching and learning process during 
the pandemic, it is important to follow 
the recommendations or guidelines in the 
learning environment at school.

Assistance for the procurement of health 
facilities is carried out in three periods. For the 
first period, IDR215,663,000 was distributed to 
39 schools in 10 dioceses. During the second 
period, IDR124,7500,000 was distributed to 19 
schools in nine dioceses. Meanwhile, in the 

Health facilities in schools to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19 during the teaching and learning process. 

Photo: Doc. Caritas Indonesia
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Health Protocol learning to elementary school students. 
Photo: Doc. Caritas Indonesia

third period, funds of IDR104,040,000 were 
distributed to 19 schools in six dioceses.

During the pandemic, some schools also 
need to repair existing facilities. However, 
due to these difficult times, they were 
unable to fulfil this need. So, assistance was 
also given to several schools that urgently 
needed to improve their educational 
facilities. The budget for this assistance has 
so far been distributed in the amount of 
IDR500,000,000.

Next Actions
The support for living cost of non-

permanent teachers and medical aids 
greatly helps the resilience of schools in 
continuing the learning process during the 
pandemic. It is realized, this assistance is a 
manifestation of the Church "presence" who 
cares about education. This assistance is to 
encourage education actors to increase the 
solidity and a sense of solidarity between 
schools.

In line with this program, the government 
also distributes assistance to non-
permanent staff in various schools in 
Indonesia through cash assistance, school 

operational costs, and the assignment of 
non-permanent teachers.

In the future, the PSE Commission, the 
Komdik, and Caritas Indonesia will optimize 
the remaining funds remaining for the 
Phase II program which will be distributed 
in 2022. The following intentions are to 
continue the assistance for non-permanent 
teachers, distributing assistance for health, 
resilience in the offline learning process.

Assistance will also be targeted to improve 
the capacity of teachers in schools or 
foundations in using information technology 
through online learning. Further assistance 
will target selected pilot schools to become 
role models for other schools.

The priority locations for the distribution 
of this aid will focus more on the schools 
that in early 2022 were experiencing a 
slump, economic condition, namely in Nias, 
Agats, Sibolga, Mentawai, Kupang, Sumba. 
Other than charity, the main principle in 
assisting is still prioritizing the presence 
of the Church's face, which is generous and 
concerned with formal education. (fs, aes, 
mdk)
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Medical assistance for the community in Balai Pinang 
Village. Photo: Doc. Caritas Diocese of Ketapang

The Kualan Hilir River in Simpang 
Hulu, Ketapang is part of the local 
daily necessities. However, a river 

that looks beautiful, at a certain time can 
also be a threat to people living on its banks. 
Floods are a threat that is often unavoidable, 
especially in the rainy season.

This awareness has urged the Caritas 
Diocese of Ketapang to hold socialization of 
emergency response preparations in four 
villages located on the Kualan Riverbank, 
on Tuesday, December 21, 2021, where the 
locations were part of the pastoral care of 
the St. Yosef Parish, Simpang Hulu.

Caritas Ketapang's Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) team, in collaboration with local parish 
and health workers, develop communities’ 

capacity on what to do in a disaster situation. 
They were trained to safely survive and 
evacuate in a flood situation and water start 
coming to the house.

On this occasion, the team also distributed 
medical assistance to 150 residents, mainly 
to the elderly and disabled. “Ladies and 
gentlemen, these medicines can be stored 
as preparation and taken only when needed. 
During a flood, we usually have a fever 
because of the cold, skin allergies due to 
dirty water and so on,” said Dadum, one of 
the health workers.

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
situation, the Parish Priest, Father Indra 
Lamboy, also mobilizes the Catholic Youth 
(OMK) to distribute 400 posters for the new 

FROM PARISH TO 
DISASTER-RESILIENT 
COMMUNITY
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Distribution of Covid-19 posters at St Joseph's 
Parish. Photo: Doc. Caritas Diocese of Ketapang

normal Covid-19 adaptation. This activity is 
carried out after Mass in the church of St. 
Joseph.

At the parish centre, the OMK erected a 
banner in front of the church as an effort to 
disseminate information about Covid-19. The 
distribution of posters was also continued to 
the neighbourhood units.

"Surely we will help, this is also the work of 
the Church," said Pastor Indra.

Disaster Awareness Parish
DRR awareness can also be reached through 

Church institutions. During this time, Pastor 
Indra routinely instils awareness of disasters 
to the people he meets during his visit to the 
stations in his parish area. The DRR action 
plans in the villages were admittedly not 
effective because some members were not 
active. However, there are still people who 
attentive and actively involved in activating 
DRR.

"Implementing the DRR action plan in 
this village is our responsibility without 
exception," said Father Indra. He said that 
the parish is ready to become the command 
centre for humanitarian services in disaster 
emergency response situations.

All supports from Caritas Ketapang for DRR 

activities were handed over to the PSE of 
the St. Joseph Parish. So far, there has been 
assistance in the form of 10 life vests, a water 
evacuation machine, and several other aids 
related to disaster response. Communities 
on the riverbank becoming increasingly 
aware of the disaster situation that may 
occur. With this, they are prepared to face 
the threat.

Involving Students
The DRR awareness is also transferred to 

students. Caritas Ketapang staff, Yohanes 
Budin hopes that students from Balai Pinang 
Village could devote themselves to their 
home villages after completing their studies. 
This is to help the village development. 
Among them were Wendi and Lita Hartina 
who participated in DRR activities. 

Lita, a Bachelor of Education from Sanata 
Darma University, is a teacher at the State 
High School 1 Simpang Hulu (SMAN 1 
SPH). "It's hard to find young people to do 
activities like this, but I want to participate 
in this DRR because I'm concerned about the 
environmental conditions in Bukit Pandong, 
damaged, and no clean water anymore," said 
Lita. (pp. aes, mdk)
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It takes only 4 hours by car from the 
Caritas Indonesia office to arrive at the 
centre of Sumur District, Pandeglang 

Regency, Banten Province. In this district, 
in 2020-2021, the Caritas Diocese of Bogor, 
in coordination with Caritas Indonesia and 
supported by Caritas Germany, assisted 
residents in 7 villages in implementing the  
Disaster-Resilient Village (Destana) and 
the Disaster-Resilient Families (Katana) 
programs.

The field visit of Caritas Indonesia 
and Caritas Germany in this district on 
January 19-21 was to find out directly 
from the beneficiaries about the benefits 
and expectations of beneficiaries toward 

the government program in Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR).

Awareness Rising
Communities have benefited from the 

program and are even openly grateful for 
Caritas' presence in their villages. “Thank 
God, there is Caritas! We know what we 
should do. Not only preparing a preparedness 
bag but also knowing how to save family 
members," said Anih, a beneficiary in 
Kertajaya Village.

In addition to receiving emergency kit 
assistance, Anih and her family have also 
made a house map and arranged furniture 
positions following the preparedness 

MESSAGES FROM 
SUMUR, PANDEGLANG

Anih's family, in Kertajaya Village, warmly received 
Caritas' presence. Photo: Albert/Caritas Indonesia
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guidelines provided by Caritas Bogor.
Awareness to the importance of preparedness 

at the family level cannot be separated from 
the role of Destana supervisors who move from 
house to house in their respective villages. 
Siti Saroh, a local Posyandu (integrated health 
service post) cadre, said that it was precisely 
from Caritas that she learned about the 
program.

“I joined and understand what Katana is, not 
from other organisations, only from Caritas,” 
she said, emphasizing that the knowledge 
she received made her aware to the need for 
preparedness. Siti said that, together with 
other members of the DRR forum in the village, 
she continues to maintain communication to 
keep preparedness in each family.

Part of Destana
The National Disaster Management Agency 

(BNPB) launched the Katana program for 
the first time on 2-3 December 2019 in Pasie 
Jantang, Aceh Besar. According to BNPB, 
as many as 204 million people or 51 million 
Indonesian families live in disaster-prone 
areas. Therefore, strengthening the capacity 

of villages to be resilient, needs to be improved.
Caritas' concern to Community-Based 

Disaster Risk Reduction (CBDRR) was also 
recognized by Cece Sutarya and Agus Aspuri, 
two Cigorondong Village officers were met 
at the office. “The Destana is amazing, and 
the community understands its benefits. It 
was proven yesterday when the earthquake 
hit on January 14. People were able to save 
themselves," Cece said.

In line with Cece, Agus said that the 
communities' happiness was not only because 
of the emergency kit assistance, but the 
knowledge on the preparedness rises at the 
family level. “There’s a difference, before and 
after Caritas was here. People understand the 
need to be alert and understand what Destana 
and Katana are," added Agus.

As the smallest unit in the community 
in disaster management, the Katana is an 
important foundation for Destana's movement. 
However, the implementation of Destana 
is also the duty of the local government, as 
stated in the decree of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs Number 101 of 2018 concerning the 
minimum service standards in Disasters.

Caritas Indonesia and Caritas Germany staff together with 
Cigorondong Village officials.  Photo: Albert/Caritas Indonesia

07



BELARASA KITA

The Importance of Partnership
Reducing risks, save lives, and 

rebuild communities, are the 
second points of the strategic 
framework of the Confederation 
of Caritas Internationalis 2019–
2023. As a national Caritas, Caritas 
Indonesia remains committed 
to partnership efforts that build 
each other for the common good 
(bonum commune).

The Regional Disaster 
Management Agency (BPBD) of 
Pandeglang Regency appreciates 
the presence and involvement 
of Caritas in its working area. 
In a meeting at his office on 
January 21, 2022, the Head of the 
Pandeglang BPBD Prevention and 
Preparedness Section, Usep Sugih, 
stated this point directly.

"Caritas has a routine 
coordination and concern, so 
we continue the reporting to 
the provincial level, even to 
the president," said Usep. He 
recognizes that Caritas has an 
extensive role in supporting 
national defence, especially in 
efforts to save people from the 
disaster risk through programs to 
strengthen community capacity, 
reduce disaster risk and mobilize 
Destana and Katana in villages.

Expectation to a Continuity
Usep said, "Caritas has become 

a family here and there is no 
problem with faith difference," 
Based on the facts, he admits that 
Caritas plays a very significant 
role in mobilizing the community 
to be actively involved in 
assessing, analysing, monitoring, 
evaluating, and reducing disaster 
risks in rural areas. 

As BNPB's key program, Katana 
is prioritized for communities 
living in disaster-prone areas. 
It could be seen, during the 
meetings with beneficiaries in 
Sumur District, testimonies from 
the communities at the village 
level, sub-district and even from 
BPBD Pandeglang officials, there's 
hope for the continuation of the 
partnership between Caritas and 
BNPB.

When the team arrived back 
in Jakarta, a short, honest, and 
spontaneous statement of Anih 
from Kertajaya Village, remain in 
mind, “Only from Caritas do we 
know that there are Destana and 
Katana. Please, keep it up…” (as, 
mdk)

Lioni, a Caritas Germany staff member, conducted an 
interview with Salkah, a Posyandu cadre and the driver of the 
Sumberjaya Village DRR Forum. Photo: Albert/Caritas Indonesia
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