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UNHCR conducts registration and refugee 
status determination (RSD) under its 
mandate recorded 48,154 refugees and 
asylum-seekers. In June, UNHCR registered 
629 new asylum seekers mainly from 
Afghanistan and Myanmar. 

As part of monsoon preparedness and 
response plan, UNHCR distributed 5200 
tarpaulins, 2355 bamboo poles, 83 Mosquito 
nets and 1770 wooden logs to refugees and 
host communities.  
 

World Refugee Day was commemorated on 20 
June with the theme “Whoever, Whatever, 
whenever. Everyone has the right to seek 
safety”, across 5 states to acknowledge the 
resilience of refugees, hospitality of the people of 
India and the Government.  
 

 

FUNDING AS OF 28 June 2022 

USD 17.2 M 
Requested for India in 2022 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Refugees and asylum seekers show cased their culture and tradition 
during World Refugee Day Celebration in New Delhi, India.                                                                                                                                

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

PERSON OF CONCERN AS OF 30 JUNE 2022 

Origins1 

Sri Lanka* 92,978 

Tibetan* 72,312 

Myanmar** 27,391 

Afghanistan** 16,319 

Others** 4,444 

1 Country or Territory of Origin 

*Refugees registered and assisted by the Government of India. Statistics with regard to Sri Lankan refugees 
and Tibetan are taken from MHA Annual Report 2020-2021 

https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/MHAARE_22042022.pdf 
** Refugee and asylum-seekers registered with UNHCR India (as of 30 June 2022) 

OPERATIONAL CONTEXT  
 
In support of the efforts by Government of India, UNHCR continues to 
work with NGOs and authorities to support and assist refugees and 
asylum-seekers in India. Our NGO partners are present in 11 locations to 
provide assistance and services such as cash-based assistance, food 
assistance, prevention and response to Gender-Based Violence, Child 
Protection, promoting peaceful co-existence between refugees and host 
communities, supporting access to health services, access to education.  

 
As of June 2022, 48,154 refugees and asylum-seekers are registered with 
UNHCR in India. UNHCR continues to provide assistance, and solutions 
to persons of concern across the country. UNHCR applauds the 
Government of India’s initiative to include refugees and asylum seeker in 
the national COVID-19 vaccination plans and in various national 
education and health services.  
 
Armed clashes across Myanmar continued to trigger displacement and 
affect civilians. Since Feb 2021, according to varied sources, an estimated 

41,000 Myanmar nationals were reported to have fled Myanmar to India, 
seeking safety and shelter, mainly in Mizoram and Manipur states. 
UNHCR acknowledges the solidarity and hospitality of the Government 
and people of India in helping refugees and host communities. 
  
The humanitarian situation in Afghanistan continues to remain fluid. In 
Central Asia and the Islamic Republics of Iran and Pakistan, together 
hosting 2.2 million registered Afghan refugees. India hosts Afghan 
nationals and 16,319 are registered with UNHCR under its mandate. 
UNHCR welcomed the Government of India’s initiative to provide 

protection and support to the Afghan nationals in India.  
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Key activities: 
 

Protection responses 
• UNHCR India registers and documents asylum-seekers under its mandate. Registration entails the use of 

biometric information, iris scanning and fingerprinting. In June, 629 individuals were registered by UNHCR. 
UNHCR also conducts Refugee Status Determination (RSD) for asylum seekers and 217 RSD decisions were 
finalised in June.  

• 26 awareness raising sessions on Child protection and Child rights were conducted by UNHCR partners in Delhi 
and Mewat with 1,314 refugees and asylum-seekers. A mapping exercise was done for all children of school 
going age to ensure their admission and attendance in schools, including reinstatements.   

• 37 awareness-raising sessions on prevention and response to Gender Based Violence were conducted by 
NGO partners across locations reaching around 1,524 refugees and asylum-seekers. 77 survivors received 
psycho-social support.  

• 942 refugees and asylum-seekers were provided mental health and psycho-social support, including 179 
children at risk. 

• 627 refugee and asylum seeker students are enrolled in National Institute of Open Schooling pursuing their 
10th and 12th grades in Delhi and Hyderabad. 

• As of June 2022, there are over 291 Rohingya in immigration detention, 263 in holding center in Jammu, and 
33 in welfare center in Delhi. Release of those in detention continues to be a challenge. 

• As part of monsoon preparedness and response, UNHCR is seeking urgent support for shelter kits (tarpaulin, 
bamboo, plastic sheeting), WASH, Food assistance in Mizoram and Manipur for Myanmar nationals and host 
communities. Other needs include core relief items, and support to communities to build self-reliance.  

Health, Water, and Sanitation 
• 8 awareness sessions on planning for monsoon were conducted, reaching 586 refugees and asylum seeker. 

• 594 hygiene kits (consisting of 6 underpants, 6 soaps of 250 gm and 12 packets of sanitary napkins) were 
distributed to refugee women in Delhi, Mewat, Jaipur. 

• UNHCR’s COVID-19 response continued to focus on advocating for the inclusion of people of concern to 
national vaccination and COVID response. With the support from Government of India, 54,789 refugees and 
asylum have been vaccinated against COVID-19. 

• To promote safe mother and child health, sensitization continues with refugees living in settlements across 
India to avail institutional delivery facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Providing life-saving assistance and supporting communities 
• Nearly 1175 families have received cash assistance across the country in June. The families were identified 

using targeting strategy, which includes socio-economic/poverty factors and individual vulnerability criteria. 
Through a dedicated task team, efforts are being to advocate for the opening of bank accounts for refugees 
so that they can receive cash assistance, and it can be scaled up for others. Refugees can purchase goods 
and services with cash assistance, which in turn boosts the economy of the host communities they’re living 
in and facilitates peaceful coexistence.  

Community-based interventions  
• UNHCR conducted 7 multi-functional field missions to project locations in Rajasthan, Telangana, Uttar 

Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, and Chennai. Self-reliance remains a challenge for refugees, a socio-economic 
barriers have a cascading effects on them resulting in increasing psycho social difficulties, out of school 
children, child labour, child marriage and gender based violence. UNHCR is working with partners to address 
these challenges by building on innovative efforts to promote self-reliance, increase assistance for person at 
risk and better targeting of limited assistance.  

• 18 community meeting were organised with over 108 community leaders from different nationalities, including 
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UNHCR provided solar lamps to refugees in Hyderabad. Light 
from a solar lantern provides safety for women, allows children 
to do their homework at night and helps refugees 
entrepreneurs run their businesses.  

A refugee living in Mewat sees his plants as emerging from the 
soil. Most garden include vegetables such as beans and gourd.  

http://www.unhcr.orgg/
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those living in remote locations. Key concerns shared by refugees included poor access to employment owing 
to lack of national identity document, school drop-out and poor performance due to lack of learning material 
and remedial classes, lack of proper water taps and toilets for refugees living in slum like setting. UNHCR is 
working NGOs to provide opportunities for self-reliance to refugees. With support from local authorities, basic 
facilities such as access to water and sanitation is being supported. UNHCR has put in place accelerated 
learning classes to bring back children to school.  

• 1,823 email queries from persons of concern were received and responded to in June. Main queries were 
related to long waiting periods for refugee status determination results, Resettlement opportunities and cash 
assistance. 

Durable solutions and promoting self-reliance 
• 298 individuals departed the country on Complementary Pathways to various countries in June. Since January 

2022, a total of 968 individuals departed on complementary pathways. 

• On 25th of June, UNHCR coordinated a Job fair on 25th of June for the Commissionerate of Rehabilitation in 
coordination with NGOs (ADRA, OfERR, JRS) for Sri Lankan refugees. The event was inaugurated by 
inaugurated by the Honorable Minister for Minority and Non-Resident Tamils Welfare of Government of Tamil 
Nadu. 72 refugees participated in the interviews conducted by eight companies.  The event was attended by 
around 200 refugees from various Sri Lankan Rehabilitation camps of Tamil Nadu. 

• Refugees work in the informal sector as they do not have access to national issued documentations such as 
Aadhaar cards and Pan cards. Hence, UNHCR and partners support them find employment and to be self-
reliant. 50 refugees and asylum-seekers in Delhi and Jaipur were provided job placements in the field of 
hospitality, IT, and retail. UNHCR partners in Hyderabad are connecting skilled refugees with job placements 
for self-reliance. 

• UNHCR Livelihood Officer, undertook a mission to India to support and provide technical guidance to strengthen 
the self-reliance programme for refugees in India. Some of the main recommendations included collaboration 
with Chamber of Commerce, Business Associations and strengthen job placement model. 

• 5,000 blue solidarity crochet ribbons were prepared by Afghan refugee women in India for World Refugee Day 
and was shared with stakeholders as part of the digital blue campaign celebrating self-reliance of refugees in 
India.  

World Refugee Day “Blue Ribbon” campaign 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events at Partner Locations (Delhi, Jaipur, Chennai, Hyderabad) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unhcr.orgg/


www.unhcr.org 4 

 

 

UNHCR COORDINATES THE PROTECTION AND ASSISTANCE FOR REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS IN 
COLLABORATION WITH: 

 

▪ The Government of India: Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, NITI Aayog, NCPCR, and NHRC 

▪ United Nations (UN): UNHCR is a member of the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) and contributes to 

the India-United Nations Sustainable Development Framework (UNSDF) for 2018-2022 and UN India-SERF. 

▪ Formal partnership agreements with 8 national NGOs: Gandhi National Memorial Society (GNMS), 

Sphere Network, Bal Raksha Bharat (Save the Children), ActionAid (AA), Bosco Organization for Social 

Concern and Operation (BOSCO), Socio-Legal Information Centre (SLIC), Development and Justice 

Initiative (DAJI), and Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI). 

 
 
 
 

 
UNHCR INDIA WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR DEEPEST GRATITUDE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND THE 
PEOPLE OF INDIA FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND COOPERATION. 

 
 
 

UNHCR India is thankful to the donors: 

 

 
 

UNHCR India would like to express gratitude to private sector partners who have contributed to the assistance of 
refugees and asylum-seekers in India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact: Kiri Atri Assistant External Relations Officer | atri@unhcr.org 
 

Connect with us: UNHCR India Website UNHCR India Help 

http://www.unhcr.orgg/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaUNHCR
https://www.instagram.com/unhcrindia/
mailto:atri@unhcr.org
https://www.unhcr.org/en-in/
https://help.unhcr.org/india/
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