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HIGHLIGHTS 

Artillery shelling occurred on most days in May. There
was an increase in airstrikes towards the end of the
month. OHCHR said that a child was killed in an
airstrike.

Five civilians were killed in shooting incidents in May,
including a child, and at least seven more civilians
were injured, including a woman and four children.

HNAP recorded 9,852 new displacements of people in
May, primarily due to the deterioration of the economic
situation. This is the highest since December 2021.

COVID-19 cases continued to decrease in May. 51
new cases and 10 associated deaths were recorded
during the month, compared to more than 284 cases
in April.

1039 trucks have crossed from the Bab-Al-Hawa
crossing-point in May with consignments of food,
shelter, health supplies, and other aid, to reach people
in need in north-west Syria.

Dust storm hits north-west Syria, covering displacement
camps in haze. 2 June 2022. (Photo Credit: OCHA/Ali Haj
Suleiman)
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This Situation Report covers developments in north-west Syria and Ras Al Ain – Tell Abiad. OCHA Türkiye prepares this
report with the support of Cluster Coordinators and the Humanitarian Field Officers (HFO). The data/information
collected come from both sources.

Um Turki, a 57-year old widow in Maaret
Elekhwan, receives bread subsidies to stay
afloat through a project funded by the Syria
Cross-border Humanitarian Fund. 2 March 2022.
(Photo Credit: HFOs)

FEATURE  

Syrian lives at stake if UN cross-boder aid shuts down

Security Council resolut ion 2585 expires on 10 July 2022 and
must  be renewed to enable the UN to cont inue providing life-
saving aid from T ürkiye to north-west  Syria. T he UN’s cross-
border operat ion has been a humanitarian lifeline to millions
of Syrians since 2014.

Today, the humanitarian situation in north-west Syria is at its worst
since the start of the conflict in 2011. 4.4 million people, mostly
women and children, are trapped in a war-zone along the border with
Türkiye.

Food insecurity has reached record high levels at a time when food
prices continue to rise sharply. In May, the World Food Programme
was compelled to reduce the size of food rations by 13 per cent due
to overstretched resources and funding. It is estimated that 3.1
million people do not have enough food to eat.

Basic services remain severely limited throughout much of north-west Syria. 2.8 million people are displaced. Out of 1.7
million people living in camps or informal settlements, 800,000 live in tents that are often old, overcrowded and unfit for
extreme weather.

A large-scale UN cross-border response remains as pressing today as ever.

Each month, the UN reaches 2.4 million Syrians through this UN cross-border mechanism with aid including up to 80 per
cent of all food assistance. In addition to food, the UN also delivers vaccines, medicines, shelter items, nutrition supplies,
and clean water and provide assistance in the form of salary payment to teachers and health care workers.

The Security Council Resolution 2585 also enables the Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund to operate in Türkiye. In 2021,
the fund provided US$151 million to humanitarian partners to fund life-saving and early recovery projects. $74 million of this
total amount, 49 per cent, was received by NGOs who may not otherwise be able to obtain such funding.

As of today, the Bab al-Hawa crossing is the only border crossing authorized by the Security Council for UN aid delivery to
north-west Syria. Since 2014, the UN has sent more than 46,000 trucks loaded with life-saving aid through this crossing
alone making it the single most used among all four crossings.

Three border crossings have already been closed following past votes of the Security Council: Al-Ramtha (Jordan), Al
Yarubiyah (Iraq) and Bab al-Salam (Türkiye). Failure to extend this remaining lifeline past its current 10 July mandate could
plunge north-west Syria into a deepened humanitarian and protection crisis.

UN humanitarian leaders have come together last  week, calling for the renewal of cross-border aid
authorizat ion and count ing on the Security Council “to make the right  choice.”

(19 Jun 2022)

https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=S%2FRES%2F2585(2021)&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.wfp.org/news/11-years-conflict-hunger-historic-levels-millions-syrians-hang-thread#:~:text=Over%20time%2C%20WFP%20has%20been,of%20the%20recommended%20daily%20intake.
https://www.unocha.org/syrian-arab-republic/syria-cross-border-humanitarian-fund
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/SCHF%202021%20Annual%20Report_0.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-humanitarian-leaders-call-renewal-cross-border-aid-authorisation-north-west-syria-enar
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The lives of millions are hanging by a thread. Without UN cross-border aid, 4.1 million people are at risk of losing access to
clean water. At least one million Syrian children will be left without sufficient food, shelter and healthcare.

FEATURE  

Voices of communities on UN cross-border aid

“We depend on the monthly food basket  and daily bread pack
to survive. When there is no bread, we don’t  eat  unt il the very
next  day.”

Israa, a displaced mother, lives in a tent with her husband and four
children. Her husband works as a daily worker but his wage cannot
make ends meet. Her eldest daughter is sick and requires medication
for a long period of time to complete treatment. Israa and her family
benefit from the monthly food baskets and daily bread packs,
delivered through the UN cross-border mechanism. When faced with
no other choice, they sell items from the basket to buy medicines for their daughter.

--

“In the basket , we have sugar, oil, rice, bulgur, chickpeas, lent ils. But  what  my children really need is
educat ion.”

Wisal is a displaced mother of four from southern Idleb. Her family receives monthly baskets and bread through the UN
cross-border mechanism. Her husband became sick last year and Wisal had to fund his transplant operation despite the
financial difficulties. The food baskets have been a lifeline for her family but it isn’t enough to meet all their needs. Her
children had to leave school in order to earn money. Her son now works for a blacksmith. She hopes that the basket
distribution will continue, noting that many other people are in worse situations.

--

“I am concerned about  the stop to aid. T he cost  of bread is now so high and I do not  have a stable income.”

Juma was displaced three years ago from southern to northern Idleb. As bombing and airstrikes affected his village, he fled
three kilometers away in the harsh winter to seek safety. Currently, he receives assistance through a project funded by the
Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF) on building resilience and food security. Prior to this, it was difficult and time-
consuming to get bread. After being diagnosed with blood pressure issues and diabetes, Juma could no longer wait in long
queues at the bakeries every morning. He is now concerned about the UN cross-border resolution and the consequences of
a non-renewal.

(20 Jun 2022)

MEDIA  

The many faces of the Syrian “Iron Woman”

Every morning, 50 year-old Khadijah Afash distributes bread to more than 100 displaced families in a camp in
Afrin.

(19 Jun 2022)
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Khadijah Afash (middle) is one of a minority of
female camp managers in north-west Syria,
overseeing a camp that hosts 128 families
including 700 children. (Credit: HFOs)

Across Idleb and northern Aleppo, 1.7 million displaced people live in
1,414 camps. Khadijah is not only among the minority of female camp
managers but she is also an educator, a community leader and a
camp founder.

“In a way, I am able to do more as a woman,” she tells. “I can enter
tents to speak with other women and hear about their specific
problems in the camp. Otherwise, they hesitate to open up.”

Her lineup of the day consists of checking in with students in school,
participating in literacy workshops for adults and refilling water tanks.

Khadijah was displaced from Anadan to Afrin in 2020 with other
families, many of whom resorted to sleeping on the streets. Back in
Anadan, she worked as a school director while also teaching illiterate women and children in her spare time.

Her dedicat ion to the community earned her the t it le of “Iron Woman” among her peers.

“I grew up in a household where education was the number one priority to my mother. When we first got to Afrin, I took it as
my responsibility to help given that I am already trusted by those who fled with me,” she recalls.

In the early stages, the land was empty. Khadijah’s first priority was securing tents with the support of non-governmental
organizations, followed by access to water networks and bakeries.

Today, the camp hosts more than 700 children and operates a school that enrolls 200 students. Now, in her spare time, she
grows vegetables and fruits in a garden and shares its yields with workers of the land.

The camp nevertheless still requires support from the humanitarian community to keep afloat, including UN aid that crosses
from Türkiye.

“If  there is any stop to this cross-border aid, it  will affect  all the people living in this camp,” st resses
Khadijah, adding that  communit ies receive monthly food baskets and assistance with water and drainage.

Khadijah’s grand mission is to get the school accredited in order to be eligible for education assistance.

“No matter what, I will continue to help my people until my very last breath,” she says

TRENDS  

Malnutrition: a looming threat in north-west Syria

According to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO),  1.5 million people are in need of nutrit ion
assistance in north-west  Syria.

The nutrition status across the region has largely deteriorated over the years as the economy worsens. At least one in three
children and one in two pregnant and lactating women (PLWs) in north-west Syria suffer from one form of under-nutrition.

Stunting in children, in which a child has a low height-for-age, is associated with a higher risk of death if not treated
properly. Almost 250,000 children aged between 6-59 months in north-west Syria are stunted. A prevalence rate of over 30
per cent is considered to be “extremely catastrophic” by the nutrition severity ranking scale. According to a survey

(19 Jun 2022)

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/2022-humanitarian-needs-overview-syrian-arab-republic-february-2022
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Extreme poverty has forced communities in
north-west Syria to reduce food intake and
consume less nutritious food. 24 May 2022.
(Photo Credit: OCHA/Mohanad Zayat)

conducted by the Syria Cross-border Nutrition Cluster in April 2022,
the prevalence in Afrin, Jebel Saman, Jisr-Ash-Shugur and Harim have
already reached this level.

Maternal malnutrition and childhood anemia are major drivers of high
stunting levels. 46 per cent of children and half of all PLWs in north-
west Syria are anemic. This is largely driven by the deteriorating
economic situation. Food has become increasingly unaffordable to
families. Extreme poverty in the north-west has forced communities
to resort to negative coping mechanisms, such as reducing food
intake or consuming less expensive but also less nutritious food.
According to a 2021 survey, less than a quarter of children between
the age of 6-59 months consume a minimally acceptable diet.

Rapid Response Team members ensure life-
saving nutrition services are delivered to
communities in north-west Syria including in
hard-to-reach areas. (Photo Credit: Mercy-USA)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Nutrition response

T he COVID-19 pandemic, unstable security situat ion and
decreasing funds all contribute to the decline in the overall
reach of the nutrit ion response.

According to the latest OCHA Funding Gap Analysis, the Syria Cross-
border Nutrition Cluster is 53 per cent underfunded and requires an
additional $8.2 million to fully realize its projects in preventing and
combating malnutrition.

Nutrition services are integrated into primary health centres and Rapid
Response Teams (RRTs). The RRTs ensure life-saving nutrition
services, particularly in hard-to-reach locations, complementing the
fixed facilities. Throughout 2021, more than 60 per cent of people
requiring nutrition services were reached through RRTs.

In July 2021, surveys indicated that only about half of the infants aged 0-6 months were exclusively fed with breastfeeding,
which is essential for healthy growth and development. In April 2022, this rate increased to 75 per cent by RRTs counseling
services to mothers.

This year, 104 RRTs had to be suspended due to funding constraints. The North-west Syria Nutrition Cluster identified that
only 18 per cent of the required $43 million funding has so far been received. If the RRTs are not activated, more than one
million children under the age of five and over 260,000 PLWs will not have access to nutrition services in 2022, which can
result in dire consequences such as loss of life or life-long effects of malnutrition, including disability, social exclusion and
impaired cognitive ability.

(19 Jun 2022)

MEDIA  (19 Jun 2022)

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/northwest-syria-funding-gap-analysis-april-june-2022


NORTH-WEST SYRIA
Situation Report
Last updated: 20 Jun 2022

Page 6 of 7
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/syria/ 

Downloaded: 20 Jun 2022 

Nutrition Rapid Response Team members
engage with communities in north-west Syria to
improve their awareness on malnutrition and
provide treatment as needed. (Credit: Mercy-
USA)

Engaging Syrian mothers to fight malnutrition

Abd Abdulkader Al Sulaiman witnessed first-hand the toll of war on
the most vulnerable people in Syria.

As Project Manager at Mercy-USA for Aid and Development (MUSA),
he oversees a team of rapid responders comprised of a nutritionist,
midwife, nurse, community health workers and data analyst. What
bounds them together is their commitment to preventing and
combating malnutrition.

“Life in camps is marked by crippled basic services, hunger
and poverty. Even if  food is available, there is not  enough
variety to fully meet  a person’s nutrit ional needs,” he said.

Today, at least one in three children in north-west Syria is at risk of
losing their developmental potential due to chronic malnutrition. The
prevalence of anemia is particularly high among mothers and children
under the age of five.

Abdulkader’s team is among MUSA’s 25 Rapid Response Teams working with Syrian mothers on good feeding practices and
screening for early detection of malnutrition. Counseling sessions on breastfeeding are also provided to pregnant women.

Abdulkader says, “The frequent movement of families is a big challenge. People living in camps often do not stay in the
same area making it harder for us to monitor progress and do our follow-up work.”

Using WhatsApp, the team is able to track families, and refer them to another MUSA project, nutrition center or health
facility in the new location. Mothers are also asked to provide updates and photos via the messaging app as part of the
follow-up process.

Coordination with referral networks also plays a key role. In case of a shortage of supplements, for instance, the Rapid
Response Team is able to quickly connect with neighboring nutrition centers to get additional supplies, allowing families to
continue their treatment without disruption.

“We have t rust  from community leaders and mothers. We have t rust  from our field partners. T his is why we
are able to do all this coordinat ion work,” notes Abdulkader.

“But even with these efforts, big gaps still persist especially in hard-to-reach areas where hunger remains chronic. The
international community must continue supporting vulnerable people in Syria.”

#####

15 Rapid Response Teams under MUSA are financially supported by the Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF),
a country-based pooled fund managed by OCHA Türkiye.

ANALYSIS  

Out now: Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF) Annual Report 2021

(19 Jun 2022)

https://mercyusa.org/
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/SCHF%202021%20Annual%20Report_0.pdf
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/stima
https://www.unocha.org/turkey
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The SCHF ranks as the second largest Country-based Pooled Fund
managed by OCHA. In 2021, the SCHF has allocated over US$151
million to fund life-saving and early recovery projects in north-west
Syria.

Click here to download the Annual Report
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