
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

This report is produced by OCHA Cameroon in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 1 to 31 
October 2021. The next report will be issued in December 2021. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Child Protection (CP) partners reunited 56 unaccompanied children 
with their families. 

• Gender-based violence (GBV) partners referred 1,249 GBV cases 
to GBV specialized services providers. 

• Unidentified gunmen decapitated a teacher before his family.  

• At least three school children were abducted on their way to or from 
school. 

• Food Security and livelihood partners reached about 298,000 
people with emergency food, agriculture, and livelihoods 
assistance. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) donated 25 oxygen 
concentrators to the Regional Delegation of Public Health (RDPH) 
in the South-West region, to support the COVID-19 case 
management. 

• The RDPH reported a total of 26 cases and four community deaths 
of cholera in the Ekondo Titi health district.  

 
1 Figures include North-West, South-West, Littoral, West, Adamawa and Centre regions (rounded up to the first decimal place).  
2 Figure includes North-West and South-West regions.  
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

October witnessed a slow pickup of humanitarian activities in the North-West and South-West (NWSW) regions following 
the suspension caused by the long lockdown imposed by non-State armed groups (NSAGs) in September. The security 
situation in the NWSW remained volatile with a sustained level of attacks against education, including teachers, students, 
school premises, and assets with at least one teacher killed.   

According to the emergency tracking tool (ETT) data, at least 2,559 individuals were forced to flee in October due to clashes 
between NSAGs and state security forces, and the increased use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs). The most affected 
divisions include Menchum, Boyo, Bui and Donga-Mantung in the NW, and Manyu and Ndian in the South-West. 

Humanitarian organizations continued to operate under numerous constraints. Active fighting, increased use of IEDs, and 
demands for illegal payments at irregular checkpoints within some communities continued to expose humanitarians to high 
risks and hindered their free movement. In one incident, unidentified gunmen injured a humanitarian worker on his way to 
a distribution site. These constraints further aggravate humanitarian needs as aid workers are hindered to reach affected 
people, and the latter are unable to access available services. 

The Regional Delegation of Public Health (RDPH) in the South-West reported a total of 26 cholera cases and four related 
community deaths in the Ekondo Titi health district. The case fatality rate is 15.4 per cent, significantly exceeded the one 
per cent emergency threshold, and the attack rate is 4.56 per 1,000.  

As of 31 October, only 29.8 per cent of funds required for the NWSW 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) have been 
secured. 

 

Source: OCHA 
The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on 
This map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the 
United Nations. 
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FUNDING 

 

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

  Education 

The security situation in the NWSW continued to be unstable and education remained one 
of the principal areas under attack. A teacher was decapitated before his family and some 
students were abducted in the NW region. Such incidents continue to pose a threat to both 
children and teachers going to school.  

Statistics from education authorities revealed that over 122,798 displaced children from the 
NWSW are enrolled in preprimary and primary schools in seven regions in Cameroon. 34 per cent are enrolled in the Littoral 
region, 25 per cent in the West region, 12 per cent in the Centre region, 4 per cent in the Adamawa, 3 per cent in the South, 
with only 5 per cent in the NW, and 16 per cent in the SW. 

At the secondary level, 37,852 internally displaced children from the NWSW are enrolled in schools. 32 per cent  are enrolled 
in the Littoral, 28 per cent in the West, 20 per cent in the Centre, 2 per cent in the South, 4 per cent in the Adamawa, 6 per 
cent in the NW, and 9 per cent in the SW.  

Out of the 700,000 children affected by school closures, 160,650 students are enrolled in public schools including preprimary, 
primary and secondary in areas of displacement. 

Education Cluster partners continued to reach out to in and out of school children. Partners trained ten master trainers 
including six women in psychosocial support in the SW and provided distance learning services to 8,235 children including 
4,661 girls. Partners also facilitated access to education to 573 children including 273 girls through temporary learning 
spaces. Lastly, 2,387 children including 1,356 girls have benefitted from recreational materials.  

 Food security 

28 Cluster partners collectively assisted 297,999 people with emergency food, 
agriculture, and livelihood assistance, while 160,000 people targeted under the 2021 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) remain unassisted. 92 per cent of beneficiaries 
received food assistance and eight per cent received livelihood and agriculture one. 10 
per cent of the total beneficiaries received assistance in the form of cash and vouchers. 

As part of its effort to target and serve the most vulnerable people, the World Food 
Programme (WFP) in the SW region will provide multipurpose cash-based transfers 
(MPC) to 4,000 beneficiaries in Kumba I, in Meme division in December, including more than 1,300 persons with disabilities. 
Additionally, 24,500 people with COVID-19 will be supported through cash-based transfers in the Fako and Meme divisions. 

8.2K  
Children reached with 

distant learning services 

 298K 
People reached with 

emergency 
food/agriculture/livelihood 

assistance 

 

 

Cameroon 2021 NWSW Crisis 

USD 153.2 million requested  

Funding by sector (in million US$) 

USD 107.8 million funded As of 31 October 2021 

These figures reflect the contributions reported by humanitarian partners on the OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org). All 
humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform FTS of any cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org 
 

http://fts.unocha.org/
mailto:fts@un.org
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In the NW region, Martin Luther King Jr Memorial Foundation (LUKMEF) will assist 8,000 crisis-affected people, including 
people with disabilities, through a MPC program funded by Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) in November and 
December 2021. 24,500 people impacted by COVID-19 will be assisted from November 2021 to January 2022 in Bamenda 
I, II, III, Kumbo, Mbengui, Ndop, Santa and Tubah towns through a grant from the Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance 
(BHA) of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).  

In collaboration with the Ministry of agriculture (MINADER) in the SW region, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
distributed fertilizers, improved seeds and material to 300 households and trained 30 farmer field school facilitators in farm 
management tools. 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) distributed food items to 14,414 beneficiaries at vendor shops using electronic vouchers in 
Bamenda I, II, III, Bafut and Santa subdivisions, in the Mezam division, and in the Batibo in the Momo division. The CRS 
project team was able to access Nyenji and Nyiengwi communities in the Batibo subdivision after the three months traffic 
ban on that road was lifted. A total of 54 electronic voucher cards were distributed to purchase food items at project vendor 
shops in the Guzang market. 

There were gaps in the assistance of over 10,000 people in Batibo, Bali and Widikum due to access challenges created by 
lockdowns and traffic bans by NSAGs in NW region, while physical access challenges in the Mbonge in the Meme divisions 
and insecurity in the Kendem, Mbeme, Moshi, Kipot in Manyu divisions deprived respectively 8,739 and 7,510 vulnerable 
people of their rations. 

The Cluster released the first version of an interactive dashboard. This is a product that will help partners to get more 
disaggregated information based on partner response shared through the 5W matrix, which includes information on, Who 
does What, Where, When and to Whom.  

 Health 

Fewer COVID-19 positive cases and deaths were reported in October compared to  
September. The positivity rate dropped from 15 per cent to 8 per cent in the SW and from 
31 per cent to 18 per cent in the NW, which indicated a potential drop of the third wave in 
both regions. The vaccination campaign against COVID-19 is ongoing and the coverage is 
still below 2 per cent of the target for completed doses. WHO, in an effort to support the fight 
against the COVID-19 pandemic in the SW, donated 25 oxygen concentrators to the RDPH.  

A cholera outbreak was declared in the Bamusso health area, Ekondo-Titi health district in the SW region. As of 30 October, 
26 cases had been reported with 4 community deaths, giving a case fatality rate of 15.4 per cent and an attack rate of 4.56 
per 1,000. The World Health Organisation (WHO) and the United Nations Childrens’ Fund (UNICEF) provided cholera kits 
to the RDPH for the management of over 300 cases, and supported the development of a response plan. The Bakassi and 
Mbonge health districts have also reported suspected cases which are under investigation.  

Attacks on healthcare continue to affect the availability and the safety of heath care personnel. On 6 October, a health 
facility was attacked in Kumbo, in the NW, and most of the equipment and structures were destroyed.  

 Nutrition 

Nutrition Cluster partners screened 33,022 children under five, including 19,127 girls for acute 
malnutrition. They identified 120 children, representing 0.4 per cent of the screened children 
with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and referred them for appropriate treatment. 85 children, 
representing 0.3 per cent, were identified with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). They 
received nutrition counselling and are assisted through WFP’s blanket distribution 
programme.   

Nutrition partners started a blanket supplementary feeding programme (BSFP) in food insecure areas. They supported 
10,140 children including 5,017 girls aged between six and 23 months and 5,560 pregnant and lactating women, as part of 
the preventive programme for undernutrition. Some 32,567 caregivers, including 20,553 women and 12,014 men, received 
key messages on optimal infant and young child feeding practices. Additionally, 877 pregnant women received iron folate 
supplements, geared towards addressing micronutrient deficiencies amongst this group. 
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Protection monitoring partners recorded 584 protection incidents in both regions. These 
include arbitrary arrest and/or illegal detention,  extrajudicial killing, destruction of property, 
and threats to life. 61,4 per cent of the victims and survivors of these cases were women. 
Partners reached 248,469 persons with protection monitoring activities. 1,898 of the most 
vulnerable cases were assisted through livelihood projects and targeted protection 
assistance. 1,409 individuals benefited of several awareness sessions and trainings on 
different topics including discrimination against internally displaced people (IDPs), human rights,and civil documentation.  

The cluster continued to reinforce capacity-building efforts. One-day coaching  sessions were organized as part of the 
protection mainstreaming training series in Buea in the SW and Bamenda in the NW.    

  Child Protection Area of Responsibility (CP AoR)  

There was a slow pickup of child protection activities following the suspension caused by the 
long lockdown in September. Children continued to fall victim of the ongoing crisis. On 14 
October, a  five-year-old girl in her school uniform was shot dead on her way to school; a 
gendarme officer opened fire on the car transporting her as it drove pass a checkpoint after a 
disagreement with the driver. Another three children were reportedly abducted by unidentified 
gunmen on 28 October in Bamenda 2 subdivision in the NW, as they were walking home from 
school.  

CP AoR actors reaching 24,664 beneficiaries including 14,410 females with different child protection interventions across 
the 13 divisions of NWSW. 2,635 children and 307 adults including 26 persons living with disability received mental health 
and psychological support services in relevant units and spaces. Partners identified 521 unaccompanied and separated 
children (UASC) and136 children in need of birth certificates. They reunited 56 UASC with their families while the rest were 
placed in temporary alternative care arrangements. Awareness raising on CP and GBV risks as well as on COVID-19 
preventive measures and the importance of birth registration reached 17,881 beneficiaries, including 3,123 children.  

 Gender-Based Violence Area of Responsibility (GBV AoR)  

GBV partners reported 1,249 GBV cases to GBV specialized services providers. This 
represents a 37.4 per cent decrease compared to September. This decrease can be attributed 
to increased number of partners conducting awareness sessions against GBV and a reduced 
number of ghost town days that keeps women and girls immobile and more vulnerable to 
GBV.  88 per cent of GBV survivors are female. 39 per cent of reported cases are children. 

Reported incidents include emotional abuse, denial of resources or opportunities, physical 
assault, sexual abuse, forced marriage and rape. 56 per cent of survivors are host community members, 36 percent are 
IDPs, and eight per cent are returnees.   

GBV partners provided survivors with psychosocial support, risk mitigation legal assistance, health services, as well as 
other services including child protection services, emergency basic needs support, economic empowerment and livelihood 
services, mental health, and safe shelter. They reached 19,981 people,  17,876 in the NW and 2,105 in the SW with GBV 
intervention. Partners also strenghtened capacities of GBV service providers, legal and medical assistance for GBV 
survivors in conflict affected areas, and conducted safety audits and risk and GBV vulnerability mapping. 345 service 
providers also took part of the training on GBV case management, with a focus on the management of male survivors. 

 Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFI) 

Shelter and NFI partners assisted 7,674 individuals from 1,634 households with shelter/NFI 
kits. In the NW, CRS and Plan International distributed 300 NFI kits through e-vouchers to 
1,792 individuals in Mezam and Momo divisions and 385 households in Bamenda 2 
subdivision. The Nowegian Refugee Council (NRC) distributed 500 emergency temporal 
shelter kits in Banga Bakundu village, in Meme division, reaching about 3,000 individuals. 

The Finders Group Initiative (FGI) conducted a post distribution monitoring activity reaching 296 households in Menchum 
Valley and Bamenda II subdivisions in the NW, and 153 households in the Mamfe subdivision in the SW who had received 
emergency shelter kits. 

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
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WASH partners reached 63,758 individuals through various WASH interventions. 37 per cent 
of the beneficiaries were IDPs. These activities were implemented by 10 WASH partners 
representing a 60 per cent increase compared to September. The International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) and UNICEF’s Comprehensive Child Response project implemented by 
LUKMEF and Cameroon Baptist Convention Health Services (CBCHS) contributed to about 
65 per cent of the total results.  

WASH partners’ key interventions including hygiene promotion, latrine construction and maintenance, WASH and dignity 
kits distribution, water supply and COVID-19 prevention activities reached 46,123 individuals. This represents about 25 per 
cent of people targeted whereas about 95 per cent of targeted people still lack access to safe drinking water points and 
basic sanitation services.  

The organizations mapping revealed that many are present in the field but are unable to provide response to the cholera 
outbreak due to lack of funds.  

  Humanitarian coordination  

OCHA continued the coordination of the humanitarian response through advocacy for humanitarian access and for effective 
and principled humanitarian action through regular meetings with relevant stakeholders. OCHA and humanitarian partners 
continue to advocate with all parties to facilitate humanitarian access to provide life-saving assistance to the most affected 
people. 

63.7K  
People reached with 

WASH services 

For further information, please contact:  
 
David Cibonga, Head of Office a.i, OCHA Cameroon, cibonga@un.org 
Ali Dawoud, Head of Sub-Office, North-West and South-West region, OCHA Cameroon, abdelrahmana@un.org 
Ilham Moussa, Head of Sub-Office, North-West region, OCHA Cameroon, moussa22@un.org 
Bibiane Mouangue, Public Information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org  
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int | www.humanitarianresponse.info 
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