
 
 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is to mobilize and coordinate effective  

and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 

OCHA Sudan: Kassala State Profile 
 
Updated September 2022 
 

 
Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical  5 11 12 
Programme 6 9 13 
Source: OCHA Kassala 3W (June 2022) 

 
People in need HNO 2022 
 State National 
IDPs  0 2.9M 
Refugees  124,511 1.2M 
Returnees  0 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 579,782 9.3M 
Total  704,293 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 
Area  49,300 kmP

2 
 
Kassala in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Population 2022* 2.8 million* 47.9 million* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 81 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 89.5% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 48.4% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 45.1% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  48.8% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 18.5% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 130,507 2.9 million*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (June - September 2022) 773,243 11.7 million* 

Percentage of people in Kassala with access to improved drinking water  57.2% 68%** 

 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) June - September 2022  
27%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total state localities: 11 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
1,284,446 
in 11 localities 

457,800 
in 11 localities 

315,443 
in 9 localities 

Sources: *Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2022- February 2023; **MICS 
Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
 
Contact information:
Lokuju Peter, Head of Sub Office, Kassala 
Email: lokujup@un.org

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
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Background 
Kassala State is in eastern Sudan. It borders Gedaref, 
Khartoum, River Nile and Red Sea states and shares 
international borders with Eritrea and Ethiopia. Its state 
capital is Kassala town. Bani Aamer, Handandawa, 
Nuba, Rashaida, Shawigaa, Jaleen, Husa, and 
Halfaween are the major ethnic groups. Kassala 
receives on average less than 150 mm of rain between 
August and October. There are two villages in the state 
hosting displaced people, according to the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) Mobility Tracking 
Round Four. 
 
Humanitarian Overview 
Conflict, flooding, drought, disease outbreaks and 
economic inflation are the main drivers of humanitarian 
needs in Kassala.  
 
Over 108,000 refugees from Eritrea and Ethiopia live in 
five refugee camps in the state. Kassala is a route for 
illegal human trafficking and migrant movement from 
Ethiopia and Eritrea to Europe.  
 
Key Issues 
Humanitarian Needs 

• About 704,000 people (refugees and 
vulnerable residents) need humanitarian 
assistance according to the 2022 Humanitarian 
Needs Overview (HNO).  

• There are about 773,000 people—27 per cent 
of the people in the state—in crisis and above 
levels of food security between June and 
September 2022, according to the latest Sudan 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC) analysis.  

• About 130,500 people in the state are 
malnourished, according to the 2022 HNO. In 
Kassala, high malnutrition rates are the cause 
of poor health among children and pregnant 
and lactating women. Malnutrition has long-
term effects including a higher risk for poor 
cognitive development, poor educational 
performance, and low economic productivity, 
leading to poverty. Drivers of food insecurity 
include gaps in grain production; the absence 
of strategic grain reserves at the state level; 
illegal cross-border trade of essential food 
items; and the economic crisis resulting in 
above-average food prices, and reduced 
household purchasing power.  
 

Humanitarian Response 
• From January – June 2022, Humanitarian 

Response Plan (HRP) partners reached 7.1 
million people across the country with some 
form of humanitarian assistance. This is about 
65 per cent of the number of people targeted for 
assistance in the 2022 HRP.  

• In Kassala, HRP partners provided 
humanitarian assistance to over 124,000 

people, which is 25 per cent of the people 
targeted for assistance in 2022. 

 
Humanitarian Operating Environment 

• International humanitarian staff are required to 
obtain Travel Notification (TN) approval by 
authorities via the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) prior to travelling beyond 
where they are based. Approval delays may 
impact program implementation. 

• International NGOs are required to sign a 
Technical Agreement (TA) for each project with 
the Government (valid for a maximum of 12 
months). Bureaucratic delays in the approval of 
TAs impede programme delivery. 

 
Humanitarian Issues 
Diseases 

• There are 375 health facilities in the state 
including 28 hospitals, 142 health centres and 
205 basic health units. Malaria, dysentery, 
typhoid, Haemorrhagic fever and 
schistosomiasis are common causes of 
mortality and morbidity in the State. 

• Kassala is seeing an increase in the number of 
mosquitoes that transmit hemorrhagic fevers 
such as dengue. The mosquito vector is high in 
the state and due to weak state capacity for 
vector control, cases are expected to increase. 
The Health Emergency and Epidemic Control 
Department of the General Directorate of Basic 
Healthcare has developed a plan to reduce 
morbidity and mortality resulting from 
hemorrhagic fevers, but the plan needs funding. 

• Malaria remains the main cause of morbidity in 
the state. State authorities reported 6,779 
malaria cases during the first two weeks of April 
which is 13 per cent of total consultations. The 
highest number of malaria cases were reported 
in Kassala locality (2,093) while the highest 
attack rate was reported in Reifi Khashm 
Elgirba locality. 

• The total number of dengue fever cases in the 
state is 970, mainly in Kassala, Reifi Kassala, 
Reifi Gharb Kassala and Reifi Khashm Elgirba 
localities. No related deaths were reported. 

Floods 
• Heavy rains and flash floods have affected 

25,890 people in six localities as of 31 August 
2022. Government authorities (Humanitarian 
Aid Commission and Ministry of Irrigation) and 
humanitarian partners report that 489 homes 
have been destroyed and 4,689 have been 
damaged by the rains and flooding. 
Humanitarian partners on the ground are 
carrying out inter-agency assessments to verify 
numbers and determine humanitarian needs 
and response activities.         

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-periodic-monitoring-report-january-june-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
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Humanitarian Funding 
• As of 31 August, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 

Response Plan (HRP) received US$608 million—
31 per cent of the requirement, according to the 
Financial Tracking System. 

 

https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary

