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PART I: HUMANITARIAN NEEdS 

HUMANITARIAN

NEEdS 
Swaziland is one of the hard hit countries in the widespread drought affecting Southern 
Africa. Over 300,000 people (25% of the population) inclusive of 135,144 children are 
facing acute food shortage due to poor rainfall in the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 cropping 
season which is attributed to the El Nino phenomenon. The poor rainfall started during 
the 2014/2015 agricultural season and has persisted during the 2015/2016 agricultural 
season. The 2014/15 cropping season was characterised by prolonged dry spells resulting 
in widespread crop losses and reduced yields and  was one of the worst maize production 
years in Swaziland. Following on a poor agricultural year, the current growing season is 
characterized by severe and widespread rainfall deficits and is deemed regionally to be the 
lowest recorded rainfall in the SAdC region, in at least 35 years. 

On 18 February 2016 the Swaziland Government declared the drought a national emergency 
launched the National Emergency Response, Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) and 
invited the International Community to assist.

1 Nutrition - 26 
per cent of 
the children 
under age 5 
are stunted 

in growth.

2 WASH - Severe 
water short-
ages both 
in rural and 
urban areas 

persist and the Gov-
ernment has started 
rationing water, 
affecting schools and 
health facilities.

3 Access to 
health 
Disease 
surveillance 
systems 

are on high alert, 
especially in 
cholera-prone areas, 
even though no 
confirmed case has 
yet been reported 
(neighboring 
Mozambique has 
experienced some  
outbreaks).

4Food security 
- In Febru-
ary 2016 a 
rapid assess-
ment was 

undertaken which 
indicates that the 
number will exceed 
300,000 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
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PART I: HUMANITARIAN kEy FIGURES 

HUMANITARIAN

kEy FIGURES 
The overall population (UNFPA projected 2016) and people in need figures are 
representative of the humanitarian situation as of February 2016. 

Total Population of Swaziland (UNFPA)

NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO NEED HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

NUMBER OFCHILDREN WHO NEED HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

 77K boys
girls

 1.2M

 300K

�

 167K

TOTAL MALE TOTAL FEMALE

 9K
 7K

 80K�
�

�
�

women

ADULT (18-59 
YEARS)

 146K

women
 66K men men

 77K

CHILDREN (<18 
YEARS)

 154K 300K  0K  0K

 189K

�

ELDERLY (>59 
YEARS)

 17K

 0K  0K 300K  0K

HOST 
COMMUNITIES

 0K  0K

 0K  0K

MALOURISHED 
CHILDREN

LACTATING 
MOTHERS

ELDERLY PEOPLE

 150K

FOOD-INSECURE 
PEOPLE

 0K

RETURNEES

FOOD INSECURE 
PEOPLE

REFUGEES MIGRANTS

LOREM IPSUM
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PART I: IMPACT OF THE CRISIS

IMPACT OF THE

CRISIS
Swaziland is currently experiencing a severe El Niño-induced drought, with 
concomitant acute food and water shortages. The current agricultural season 
(October 2015-April 2016) is deemed to have the lowest recorded rainfall in the 
SAdC region in at least 35 years. This drought follows a poor 2014/15 season 
which was characterized by long dry spells and uneven rainfall distribution.

Constrained Agriculture and Food 
Security 
Rains came 30 to 60 days later than normal. In October 2015, 
usually the start of the rainy season, precipitation was 82 per 
cent lower than in October 2014. The first rains allowing for 
agricultural activities were received only in December 2015, 
and these were still 17 per cent lower than in December 
2014. Preliminary estimates from the Ministry of Agriculture 
indicate that the total area planted during this agricultural 
season (culminating with the main harvest in April) has 
decreased by 47 per cent from about 87,000 ha to 46,000 ha 
when compared to the 2014/15 agricultural year. Total maize 
production is expected to be about 33,500 tons, representing a 
64 per cent reduction from the 2014/2015 production. 

Yet even 2014/2015 was a poor agricultural season – 31 per 
cent lower than the 2013/14 harvest, meaning the current El 
Niño-induced drought is compounding an already fragile 
situation of depleted water and soil moisture reserves and 
poor grazing conditions. The effects of the drought are 
expected to last at least until the 2017 harvest. 

In July 2015, the Swaziland Vulnerability Assessment 
report, corroborated by the 2015 Crop and Food Security 
Assessment, showed that about 50,000 people were in need of 
food assistance at the time of the assessment, and projected 
that levels of food insecurity would increase as the 2015/2016 
lean season progressed. With the current drought, the food 
security situation is now forecasted to become significantly 
worse during the current 2016/2017 lean season as 75 per 
cent of household assessed indicated that they have depleted 
their food stocks. The drought has pushed the number of 
people in need of food assistance to an estimated 300,000, 
which accounts for about 26 per cent of the total population. 
In the worst case scenario, up to 538,000 people – 45% of the 
population, may require food assistance. 

The preliminary results from a multi-sectoral rapid 
assessment, conducted in February 2016 by the Government 
and stakeholders, confirmed Lubombo and Shiselweni regions 

as the most affected. 

Livestock is an important asset of the population not only in 
terms of social status and livelihoods but also for nutrition. 
According to the Government, an estimated 64,000 cattle have 
already perished in the drought – more than 10 per cent of 
the country’s herd, threatening lives and livelihoods. 

The February 2016 rapid assessment also showed that 
households are resorting to extreme coping mechanisms, 
including reducing the amount of food they eat (68 per 
cent of people indicated they have reduced their number of 
meals), borrowing food, and 63 percent of people interviewed 
indicated they have reduced the diversity of their diet by 
limiting the types of foods consumed. Access to markets 
and affordability has also been impacted. About 44 per cent 
of people interviewed in the rapid assessment indicated 
having incurred extra cost due to the need to travel further 
to buy food due to decreased availability at local markets, in 
addition to the increase in food prices. As a net importer of 
food, Swaziland is in fact also vulnerable to increase in food 
prices in the region and the effects have already started to 
manifest. The situation is exacerbated by the fact that not only 
Swaziland, but indeed the entire Southern African region, has 
been hit by the drought. South Africa, on which Swaziland 
relies for food importation, has also seen a significant 
reduction in maize production. According to AgriSA, South 
Africa’s white maize prices have increased by 150 per cent 
over the past 12 months alone. In January 2016, the Swaziland 
National Maize Corporation increased the official price of 
maize by 66 per cent. This means that even where maize may 
be available on the market, its price will put it well beyond the 
means of most, particularly given the fact that 63 per cent of 
Swazis live below the poverty line.
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PART I: IMPACT OF THE CRISIS

Increasing challenges from lack of 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH)

Access to potable water is a great need in the current drought, 
with many of the 300,000 people facing food shortages also 
lacking access to adequate water, sanitation and hygiene 
services, thereby increasing the risk of disease outbreaks. 
Indeed, the current drought has resulted in severe water 
shortages both in rural and urban areas. At the onset of the 
drought, 28 per cent of rural water supply schemes were non-
functional and 4 per cent were partially functional especially 
in the hard hit areas of south-east and eastern Swaziland. 
Many of the affected communities switched to alternate water 
sources such as springs, rivers and earth dams. However due 
to the lack of rainfall and successive heat waves (another 
characteristic of El Nino), surface water bodies have gone 
dry, which have left communities without water supply and 
in great need for external water supply support. Yet sanitation 
in rural areas poses a surmountable challenge if hygiene 
sensitization is effected as most households use dry sanitation 
facilities. 

Rural water supply is heavily dependent on ground water, 
with 78 per cent of rural water supply schemes using ground 
water. With poor ground water recharge more water systems 
are beginning to yield less water as the drought worsens. 
Government working with the private sector is supplying 
communities around farms/estates with tanked water to 
strategic reservoirs. Yet more communities need the same 
support to survive the current drought. 

The water crisis is also affecting service delivery in the 
Education and Health sectors. Schools, tertiary institutions 
and clinics are in need of water supply support as their 
current sources are affected by the decline in rainfall. 

The water reservoir servicing the capital Mbabane is currently 
below 10 per cent capacity with multiple-day water rationing 
having been commissioned. This is affecting water, sanitation 
and hygiene access to the 76,000 people living in the capital. 
With failing of the sanitation system, alternative sanitation 
facilities will need to be provided for urban communities as 
other towns in the country are also facing the same threat. 

Increasing risk for Health and Nutrition 

Children under age 5 constitute 13.6 per cent of the affected 
population. This generation of children is now at enormous 
risk of malnutrition due to acute food scarcity in their 
communities and need nutrition support urgently. Pre-
existing conditions such as underweight prevalence of 5.8 per 
cent and stunting at 25.5 per cent are expected to increase if 
no assistance is provided. Pregnant and lactating mothers are 
especially at risk. 

The malnutrition risk faced by the affected population is 
exacerbated by the deteriorating food security and WASH 
conditions. This necessitates continued malnutrition 
screening at health facilities and communities for prevention, 
early detection and treatment of severe acute malnutrition 
throughout the drought and recovery period. 

Health facilities, according to preliminary results of the 
2016 rapid assessment (which covered 31 per cent of clinics) 
reported an increase in the number of diarrhea cases, which 
is expected to increase in the coming months as the country 
enters its dry winter. Disease surveillance systems are on 
high alert, especially in cholera-prone areas, even though 
no confirmed case has yet been reported (neighboring 
Mozambique is reporting outbreaks). The risk is higher 
for the high density residential areas in and around urban 
centers. Water supply to health facilities will be essential as 
some clinics experienced temporary closure due to lack of 
water, affecting service delivery to communities. 

Impact on Education

The current drought has affected 661 (about 78 per cent) 
primary and secondary schools country-wide, with 40 
institutions in the Mbabane presenting the greater challenge 
due to the rationing of water supply - at times up to four 
days. The drought has impacted 189,000 learners and 8,200 
teachers and support staff. A February 2016 rapid assessment 
revealed the use of boreholes as the main source of water in 
schools, especially in Manzini (70 per cent), Shiselweni (54 
per cent), Manzini (37 per cent) and Lubombo (30 per cent). 

May - June 2012
National Vulnerability 
assessment is carried 
out. 8% of the rual 

population is affected. 81,934 
MT of cereal produced.

May - June 2011
National Vulnerability 
assessment is carried 
out. 15% of the rual 

population is affected. 70,699 
MT of cereal produced.

May - June 2010 
National Vulner-
ability assessment 
is carried out. 24% 

of the rual population is 
affected. 84,686 MT of cereal 
produced.
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Feb - 2016
Drought declared. A 
rapid assessment is 

carried out to plan for the 
El Nino impact. 25% of the 
population affected.

May - June 2013
National 
Vulnerability 

assessment is carried out. 
11% of the rual population 
is affected. The best 
production of 118,871 MT 
cereal achieved.

The asseement indicated that 57 per cent of the sampled 
schools rely on water harvesting. Taking into consideration 
the decrease in the water table, most of these schools may 
require alternative water supplies as the drought persists with 
minimal recharge of ground water. 

Global assessments indicate that 40 per cent of diarrhea cases 
among pupils can be traced back to their schools, hence the 
urgent need to address WASH services in affected schools. 
The drought has the capacity to affect children’s attendance 
which may become erratic as water collection sources become 
scarce and further away from their homes. 

Attention needs to be given to the construction of toilets 
that are desegregated by gender in accordance with national 
standards. The survey findings from the sampled schools 
showed that schools within the country have 2 types of toilets: 
flush and ventilation-improved pit latrine (VIP) toilets, and 
that 6 per cent of flush toilets in schools have no water for 
their use.

School feeding schemes are very important in supporting 
the nutrition of children within the affected communities, 
with the need for an additional morning meal to supplement 
the lack of food in households, to safe guard their academic 
performance which may decline due to hunger. However, the 
assessment showed that 22 per cent of schools (189) reported 
to be facing serious challenges in their feeding programmes: 
approximately 73,000 learners went without food at some 
point during the term due to water shortage. 

The rapid assessment results revealed that about 71 per cent 
of sampled institutions had not conducted practical subjects 
due to limited water supply, compromising the quality of 
education.

drought and Sexual and Gender- 
based Violence (SGBV)

Incidences of SGBV can also increase with drought and 
food and water scarcity. In many communities, women 
and girls are the main caregivers in the family. Women as 

family caretakers and sometimes supported girls may have 
to trek long distances to remote locations to collect water 
for household use, and this may expose them to sexual 
harassment, violence and rape. Food scarcity may inherently 
lead to tensions within the households, thus increasing the 
likelihood of domestic violence. Women may suffer reprisal 
attacks for their participation in food aid assistance activities 
by their partners in some communities and aid workers 
may sexually exploit women in exchange for access to relief 
assistance. 

In cases of drought (and actually in any humanitarian crisis), 
sexual intercourse is often used as a commodity in exchange 
for food. This situation subjects the powerless victims, the 
majority being adolescent girls and women, to emotional 
trauma, physical injury, HIV and STI transmission, and 
unwanted pregnancies. For adolescent girls, such experiences 
will mostly lead them to drop out of school, hence curtailing 
their opportunities in life. Although reports of gender-based 
violence acts are increasing in the country, awareness about 
sexual exploitation and gender-based violence as violation 
of an individual’s rights continues to be low. According to 
MICS 2014, 20 per cent of women reported that a husband 
is justified in hitting or beating his wife in at least one of the 
following circumstances: (1) she goes out without telling 
him, (2) she neglects the children, (3) she argues with him, 
(4) she refuses sex with him; (5) she burns the food. This is 
an indication of level of awareness and perceptions towards 
abuse in normal circumstances, which could be severely 
perpetuated by the prevailing drought situation. The strong 
cultural practice of keeping cases of sexual abuse within the 
community or family permeates all levels of society. 

The ongoing emergency has the potential to cause 
humanitarian consequences such as gender-based violence, 
sexual and economic abuse and difficulty in accessing 
integrated sexual and reproductive health services. The most 
affected and vulnerable groups to exploitation, violence and 
abuse in the context of drought include women and youth, 
especially girls, OVCs and adolescents. Adolescent girls are 
particularly at risk of urinary tract infections due to poor 
menstrual hygiene associated with poor sanitary conditions. 

According to the Royal Swaziland Police Services (RSPS) 

May - June 2014
National Vulnerability 
assessment is carried 
out. 20% of the rual 

population is affected. MICS 
is also carried out. National 
cereal production is 93,653 
MT.

May  -June 2015
National Vulnerability 
assessment is carried 
out 18%. A poor 

harvest of 30,460 MT of 
cereals.
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2014 Annual Report, 2,253 cases of GBV cases were recorded, 
which include rape, grievous assaults, murders and other 
forms of violence within the domestic or household setting. 
About 50 per cent of these cases were of rape. With disasters 
such as drought and lack of food and water, such occurrences 
are bound to increase. 

Almost 1 in 2 (48 per cent) women experienced some form of 
sexual violence in their lifetime and 1 in 5 (18.8 per cent) of 
women have had coerced sex before they were 18. Reporting 
of violence is still low at 7 per cent. According to statistics 
from the Swaziland Action Group Against Abuse (SWAGAA), 
there is an increase in the number of abuse cases and clients 
seen in the past six months. The numbers of cases were 119 
in October 2015, 142 in September 2015, 72 in December 
2015, 137 in January 2016 and 142 in February 2016. Manzini 
region is the leading region followed by Lubombo and 
Hhohho regions. With the on-going drought, an increase is 
anticipated as shortage of food will be great. From the reports, 
80 per cent of these abuse cases are occurred at home. 

drought and separation of children 
from the families

 UN experience in other countries indicates that in drought 
situations children, both girls and boys, especially from the 
most affected regions, get separated from their parents or 
legal guardians as they are sent to look for food in places with 
better food supply such as in the big cities. Adolescent boys 
and girls may also be sent to urban centres to find casual work 
for money to buy food for the family. In other circumstances, 
it is the parents who leave their children back home, mostly 
in rural areas, and go to cities to look for employment. When 
children are not under the care of their parents/ guardians 
they become more susceptible to abuse and exploitation. 
The immediate effects of these negative coping mechanisms 
is that children drop out of school, get exposed to risks of 
sexual abuse and exploitation, and hence infection of sexually 
transmitted infections, including HIV; pregnancy rates also 
increase. 

The UN will support its partners, especially those with rural 
outreach, to monitor the trends in family coping mechanisms. 
Where protection concerns are identified, the UN will 
provide support to keep children safe from sexual abuse and 
exploitation and also prevent separation from their parents.
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DROUGHT SEVERITY MAP IN 2016
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BREAKDOWN OF

PEOPlE IN NEEd
A total of more than 300,000 people are in need of immediate humanitarian 
assistance. Most needs relate directly to the widespread drought that has  
triggered acute spikes in underlying chronic conditions, compelling urgent 
response.  

A total of 135,144 children are facing acute food shortage due 
to poor rainfall in the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 cropping 
season that is attributed to the El Nino phenomenon.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN NEED

0.3M            25% 

  of the total population

NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN NEED BY SECTOR
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Significant drop on the levels of water at the Hawane 
Dam. Credit:RCO, Swaziland
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SEVERITY OF

NEEd
The continous drought has led to the increase of the number of people affected 
by both drought and El Nino. The last assessment (February 2016) conducted 
showed an increase in numbers of people affected.

While in the past humanitarian needs were most severe on the low veld, this year the effect is cross cutting through the country 
and shown on the map below.

The relative severity of need between regions depicted in the map is determined by the concentration of people in 
need across sectors. Priority needs were determined in 2016 through a workshop where key sectors participated. 



15

PART I: SEVERITy OF NEEd

Education

Food Security

Health

Nutrition

Protection

Water Sanitation and Hygiene

PART TWO: 
NEEDS OVERVIEWS

BY SECTOR

INFORMATION BY SECTOR

INFORMATION GAPS AND 

ASSESSMENT PLANNING 
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PART II: EdUCATION

BY SEX

EDUCATION

NO. OF PEOPLE IN NEED

0.19M

SEVERITY MAP

The rapid assessment results revealed that about 71 per cent of 
sampled schools had not conducted practical subjects due to 
limited water supply, compromising the quality of education.

ASSESSMENTS
Vulnerability Assessment and Analysis Report 2015

Multi-sector Initial Rapid Assessment Feb 2016

OVERVIEW
Taking into consideration the decrease in the 
water table, most of these schools may require 
alternative water supplies as the drought persists 
with minimal recharge of ground water. 

The drought could affect children’s attendance, which may 
become erratic as water collection sources become scarce and 
further away from their homes. Attention needs to be given 
to the construction of toilets that are desegregated by gender 
in accordance with national standards. The survey findings 
from the sampled schools showed that schools within the 
country have 2 types of toilets: flush and ventilation-improved 
pit latrine (VIP) toilets, and that 6 per cent of flush toilets in 
schools have no water for their use. 

The rapid assessment results revealed that about 71 per cent of 
sampled schools had not conducted practical subjects due to 
limited water supply, compromising the quality of education.

AFFECTED POPULATION
The current drought has affected 661 (about 78 per cent) 
primary and secondary schools country-wide, with 40 
institutions in the capital city presenting the greater challenge 
due to the rationing of water supply within the capital - at 
times up to four days. The drought has impacted 189,000 
learners and 8,200 teachers and support staff. A February 
2016 rapid assessment revealed the use of boreholes as the 
main source of water in schools, especially in Manzini (70 
per cent), Shiselweni (54 per cent), Manzini (37 per cent) and 
Lubombo (30 per cent). The study revealed that 57 per cent of 
the sampled schools rely on water harvesting. 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
The school feeding schemes are very important in supporting 
the nutrition of children within the affected communities, 
with the need for an additional morning meal to supplement 
the lack of food in households, to safe guard their academic 
performance which may decline due to hunger. However, the 
assessment showed that 22 per cent of schools (189) reported 
to be facing serious challenges in their feeding programmes: 
approximately 73,000 learners went without food at some 
point during the term due to water shortage. 

- +

BY AGE

53% Female

47% Male
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PART II: FOOd SECURITy

BY SEX

FOOD SECURITY

NO. OF PEOPLE IN NEED

0.3M

SEVERITY MAP

food insecurity levels. Rural and informal settlements are 
the most affected. Major increases are being observed in the 
prices of maize and beans, which has contributed to increased 
food insecurity among the vulnerable population. Some areas 
have resorted to import maize meal from South Africa using 
informal crossings as an alternate source because of lower 
prices. 

The situation has been compounded by the price increases 
observed in transport and other utilities (water, electricity 
and fuel). Inflation increase had an impact on the overall 
livelihood of the urban population, leading to increased 
vulnerability for the lower income zones. Food assistance 
targeting the most affected rural and informal settlements in 
the urban areas should be considered in response to the food 
insecurity challenges. 

High unemployment and lack of sustainable income 
sources are the key limiting factors observed in most of the 
affected areas. Coping strategies employed and adopted 
by lower income settlements include less food consumed, 
limiting the variety of foods, and lowering the frequency 
of consumption. This behaviour is likely to compromised 
nutrition to populations with chronic illnesses in the most 
affected areas. Unskilled wage labour is also affected due to 
high unemployment in the cyclical agricultural economy, thus 
resulting in a compromised ability to meet food and nutrition 
needs.

ASSESSMENTS
Vulnerability Assessment and Analysis Report 2015

Multi-sector Initial Rapid Assessment Feb 2016 

OVERVIEW
With the current drought, the food security 
situation is now forecasted to become 
significantly worse during the current 2016/2017 
lean season as 75 per cent of household assessed 

indicated that they have depleted their food stocks.  A 
significant drop in area planted for cash crops during the 
2015/16 season and livestock deaths is impacting households’ 
purchasing power, particularly the majority of household who 
rely on agriculture as a source of livelihood. This limits their 
coping strategies going forward.

AFFECTED POPULATION
There was indication that access to markets at the community 
level was also affected by the drought as 28% of the visited 
households indicated that they have since changed their 
markets where they buy maize. This change was attributed 
to depletion of local market supplies. Among the visited 
households, 44% indicated that they do not source maize 
locally but have to travel to purchase maize. This coupled with 
the price increase of 66% which was affected in January 2016 
will adversely affect vulnerable households. 

Most visited households reported that the drought situation 
was negatively affecting their food consumption patterns 
as 68% of the households reported that they decreased the 
number of meals that they consume each day, while 63% 
reported that they decreased the types of foods consumed. 
A reduction in the types and frequency of food consumed 
increases the likelihood of a poor dietary diversity as well as 
the risk of malnutrition especially among children and people 
living with pre-existing conditions such as HIV and other 
chronic non-communicable diseases. 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
The ongoing drought has an impact on the general population 
(urban and rural). The lower income zones are reporting high 

- +

BY AGE

53% Female

47% Male
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PART II: HEAlTH

NO. OF PEOPLE IN NEED

0.1M

HEALTH

BY SEX

SEVERITY MAP

OVERVIEW
A recent assessment found that patient numbers 
have increased over the past six months in 63 per 
cent of health facilities. At these facilities, 58.7 per 
cent were attributed to the drought. Most of the 

affected facilities are in the Lubombo and Manzini regions. 

AFFECTED POPULATION
According to the Central Medical Stores, three months of 
stock is to be held at health facility level at any given time. 
An assessment found that only half of facilities had adequate 
stocks. Of note was that the average stock availability for 
supplements stood at 2.3 months, Zinc was unavailable in 
most of the facilities, yet diarrhea remains the major threat 
in case of drought. Also noted was that therapeutic feeding 
was not widely provided by 78.3 per cent of facilities, and in 
facilities where it was provided, it was not enough to meet the 
current demand. ORT corners were available in 91 per cent of 
facilities.

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
The assessment found that 75.6 per cent of disease cases 
reported in health facilities were related to the current 
drought situation. The major disease cases identified were 
diarrhea (31.1 per cent), skin conditions (11.1 per cent) 
and malnutrition (11.1 per cent). Other identified diseases 
included bilharzias and upper respiratory infections.

ASSESSMENTS
Vulnerability Assessment and Analysis Report 2015

Multi-sector Initial Rapid Assessment Feb 2016

- +

BY AGE

53% Female

47% Male
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PART II: NUTRITION

BY SEX

NUTRITION

NO. OF PEOPLE IN NEED

0.1M

SEVERITY MAP

assistance and empowerment to children, families, and 
communities. In the face of the drought situation, where 
households are experiencing extreme food consumption gaps, 
the assessment found that meals were currently provided by 
Government through the Ministry of Education and Training 
to all the sampled schools. 

ASSESSMENTS
Vulnerability Assessment and Analysis Report 2015

Multi-sector Initial Rapid Assessment Feb 2016

OVERVIEW
Children were particularly affected by the 
drought situation in most communities. 
According to the (Rural Health Motivators)
RHMs, it was becoming difficult for children 

to cope with the situation. Some children were depending 
on school feeding for their daily meals as their homes could 
provide food any more. A total of 80.4 per cent of children 
were affected by food and water shortage. Worsening the 
situation was that some of the children were on ART and 
the unavailability of food also affected their adherence to 
treatment. An average of 16.8 per cent of school-going 
children in the assessment areas were unable to go to school 
due to the drought. Most affected was Lubombo region, where 
23.1 per cent children were found to be out of school.

AFFECTED POPULATION
The effects of the school meal program on the wellbeing of 
rural Swazis cannot be overstated. Due to various reasons, 36 
out of 178 schools (22 per cent) reported to have faced serious 
challenges compromising the effectiveness of the school 
feeding programme. An estimated 36 schools were found 
unable to provide meals on a regular basis. An estimated 88 
per cent of schools in Lubombo and 85 per cent in Hhohho 
regions had poor access to clean water, while in Manzini 
and Shiselweni this figure was 67 per cent and 58 per cent 
respectively. The majority of these schools reported that their 
boreholes have been severely affected by the current drought, 
hence school feeding and hygiene related activities have been 
compromised.

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
By providing daily meals, schools are able to meet immediate 
food needs, provide future safety nets, and offer long-term 

- +

BY AGE

53% Female

47% Male
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PART II: PROTECTION

NO. OF PEOPLE IN NEED

0.1M

PROTECTION

BY SEX

SEVERITY MAP

About 41 per cent of GBV cases and 22 per cent of SGBV 
cases were identified in the communities. In some cases 
families could fight as a result of arguments on food 
shortages and school fees. Cases of emotional abuse were also 
uncovered to be an issue during the assessment, due to loss 
of property and livestock, especially among men, which have 
negative impact on the women and girls.  

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
-Provide psychosocial support for those who have lost 
property due to the drought and those who have been abused

 -Provide support during interventions aimed at responding 
to the drought, e.g. food distribution, protection of people 
and property

-Distribute dignity kits to adolescent girls 

-Monitor cases of abuse cases in the community as a result of 
the drought

ASSESSMENTS
Baseline survey to be conducted in May 2016 on the major 

OVERVIEW
Sexual and gender-based violence is a persistent 
challenge in the country, mostly affecting women 
and girls. These forms of violence and abuse 
include physical, emotional and financial abuse, 

sexual violence, and neglect. A study on GBV reported that 1 
in 3 women has experienced some form of sexual violence in 
their lifetime, which can result in HIV infection, undesired 
pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections (STIs). 
This situation can be exacerbated in cases of emergency 
situations such as drought. To inform the response on 
drought, protection was also included in the assessment to 
ascertain on issues of sexual and gender based violence in the 
communities.

AFFECTED POPULATION
 In the recent comprehensive drought assessment conducted 
in the (Rural Development Areas) RDAs, it was observed that 
57 per cent of communities indicated that pregnant women 
in their areas were affected by the drought. Lack of food and 
water were said to be the main challenges faced by pregnant 
women. Other challenges cited included sickness, long 
distances to health facilities and lack of water sources. The 
unavailability of food resulted in most of the pregnant women 
on ARTs defaulting on their treatment. 

Women also indicated that their priorities have changed, and 
going to the facility is no longer a priority as they need the 
money to buy food. There is a fear that this will increase the 
number of home deliveries which will put both the mother 
and child at risk. This challenge will also be escalated by 
the distances to health facilities which are great and require 
them to have money for transport. Amongst the households 
9.9 per cent had visibly pregnant women with Hhohho and 
Shiselweni having the highest percentage (36.8 per cent). 

A total of 80.4 per cent of children were affected by food and 
water shortages. Worsening the situation was that some of 
the children were on ART and the unavailability of food also 
affected their adherence to treatment. An average of 16.8 per 
cent of school-going children in the assessed areas was unable 
to go to school due to the drought (the most affected region 
being Lubombo at 23.10 per cent). An estimated 67 per cent 
of the interviewed RHMs said their communities had no 
access to drought-related information. 

- +

BY AGE

53% Female

47% Male



21

PART II: WATER, SANITATION ANd HyGIENE

OVERVIEW
Observations were made on the overall national 
water and sanitation. Most of the major dams’ 
storage levels were critically low (as at 20 
February 2016): Lubovane Dam at 65 per cent,  

Maguga Dam at 31 per cent and Mnjoli Dam at 4.9 per cent. 
The situation is very critical in the Mnjoli dam, where water 
abstraction has been completely suspended since the dam is 
below dead storage. 

Generally the flows in all of the country’s rivers are the lowest 
since the great drought 1992. Earth dams are also at critical 
storage levels with a majority running completely dry. Springs 
and boreholes are also indicating high levels of dryness as 
reported by the community and through household surveys. 
The majority of these groundwater sources are depleted. This 
is due to the results of insufficient rainfall and recharge of 
groundwater sources. High temperatures are also contributing 
to this acute water scarcity. Generally the groundwater table is 
very low.

Major dams’ water levels have not significantly improved 
with the recently experienced rains, which comes 5 months 
late and will end by May leaving dams below levels needed to 
serve the dry winter months till October. Current dam levels 
: Maguga at 31 per cent at Mnjoli per cent and Hawane at per 
cent.

AFFECTED POPULATION
The impacts on the water sector has critically impeded food 
production, education and health delivery as well as the 
general industrial performance of the country, affecting 
an estimated 25 per cent of the population, especially in 
the east and south-east of the country. Poor rainfall and 
prolonged dry spells have led to the depletion of both surface 
and groundwater resources, affecting the broader Swazi 
population, including learners, people living with HIV, the 
elderly and people living with disabilities. Lubombo and 
Shiselweni regions have been the most affected. 

Schools in the country, especially in the dry rural areas, 
depend mainly on boreholes for water. If these boreholes 
dry up schools are forced to operate through tankered water 
which is sometimes not safe for consumption. The drought 
significantly affected water availability in schools in the 
country. Schools were found using a range of water sources 

NO. OF PEOPLE IN NEED

0.3M

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

BY SEX

SEVERITY MAP

which includes but are not limited to boreholes, rural water 
supply schemes, streams, springs, water harvesting and 
tankered water (procurement of water from the Swaziland 
Water Services Corporation). 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
These include safe drinking water, adequate emergency 
sanitation facilities to greatly reduce the risk of water-related 
disease outbreaks, support to school feeding programmes, 
health services for people living with HIV and AIDS, and 
inclusive clinical and household maternity services. 

ASSESSMENTS
Vulnerability Assessment and Analysis Report 2015

Multi-sector Initial Rapid Assessment Feb 2016

- +

BY AGE

53% Female

47% Male
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PART II: INFORMATION GAPS ANd ASSESSMENT PlANNING

INFORMATION GAPS AND ASSESSMENT PLANNING

The absence of cluster led sectoral assessments continues to diminish the identification, analysis and prioritisation of acute 
humanitarian needs. Strategic planning is considerably weakened by a lack of data that would identify the scale and nature of 
acute, excess mortality. OCHA continues to push for improvements in the evidential quality of information needed to improve 
the effectiveness and accountability of humanitarian action.

Increased coordination between assessments, and the creation and acceptance of common standards and methodologies for 
data collection would make an improvement. NDMA is committed to take lead in the assessments to improve quality data 
collection in the future.

NUMBER OF   
ASSESSMENTS

2
NUMBER OF           
PARTNERS

20
PLANNED NEEDS 
ASSESSMENTS

2
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PART II: INFORMATION GAPS ANd ASSESSMENT PlANNING

Dry main river that feeds into the Maguga dam. 
Credit:RCO, Swaziland
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PART II: ACRONyMS

ACRONYMS

AEC  Annual Education Census

CFSAM  Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission

CSO  Central Statistics Office

DPMO  Deputy Prime Ministers` Office

EIE  Education in Emergency

EMIS   Education Management Information System

ENSO  El Nino Southern Oscillation

FAO   Food and Agriculture Organization

FPE  Free Primary Education

LVIP     Lined Ventilated Improved Pit latrines

MOET     Ministry of Education and Training

NDMA    National Disaster Management Agency

NESRA    Nationwide Education Sector Rapid Assessment

NMHCP  National Multi Hazard Contingency Plan

OCHA  United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

RDAR     Rapid Drought Assessment Report

REO     Regional Education Office

RWSS     Rural Water Supply Scheme

SDP     Schools Development Plan

SPSS     Statistical Package for Social Scientists

SWMR    Swaziland Water Mapping Report

SWSC     Swaziland Water Services Corporation

UNESCO    United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation

UNFPA    United Nations Population Fund

UNICEF    United Nations Children Emergency Fund

VAA     Vulnerability Assessment Analysis

VAC     Vulnerability Assessment Committee

WASH     Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

WFP     World Food Programme

WHO     World Health Organization



ANNEX
A

nnex: Extracted from
 the governm

ent proposal 
February 2016



www.unocha.org/rosa

www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/rosa

unocha_rosa


