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Highlights  

• On 11 February, the Syrian Ministry of Health 
(MoH) reported 1,408 deaths and 2,341 injuries, 
mainly in Aleppo, Lattakia, Hama, Idleb 
countryside, and Tartous. The number of 
casualties is expected to rise as search and 
rescue operations are ongoing.  

• The Cabinet of the Government of Syria 
declares Aleppo, Hama, and Lattakia as 
disaster zone and issued a decree to establish 
a national fund for the rehabilitation of affected 
areas in Aleppo, Lattakia, Hama, and Idleb, 
including crossline support in coordination with 
ICRC, SARC, and UN agencies. A number of 
decisions were agreed upon to enhance 
response, including close coordination with all 
international organizations.  

• Ongoing displacement from Aleppo and 
Lattakia to rural Tartous and Hama, the number 
is expected to increase in the days\weeks to 
come.  

• 115 schools were destroyed in Aleppo, Hama, and Lattakia cities. Education activities are temporarily suspended in 
areas declared as a disaster zone. 

• At present, it is estimated that at least 6 million people residing in Syria Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) –
Coordinated response areas have been affected. This includes communities in the most affected governorates of 
Aleppo, Hama, Lattakia, Home, Tartous, Idleb, and Tartous. And some communities in the less affected governorates 
of Deir-ez-Zor, and Ar-Raqqa.  

• Thousands of families are without shelter in open areas or seeking refuge in damaged buildings, existing internally 
displaced people’s (IDP) sites, reception centres, collective centres, or being temporarily hosted by other families. 

• Priority immediate needs/gaps continue to be recovery machinery/excavators, medicines, medical supplies and 
equipment, trauma, and surgical supplies, prosthetics, assistive devices, basic first aid kits, fuel for the humanitarian 
response, food, shelter, and non-food items including winterization assistance, medicine, psychosocial support water, 
hygiene, and sanitation assistance. 

• Machinery/excavators are severely lacking, and people resort to using their own means to rescue their loved ones. 
• Findings from assessments further highlight the loss of identification documents during evacuations 
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 

Tartous and Lattakia 
Search and rescue operations are still ongoing under the rubble of 41 collapsed buildings in Lattakia and Jableh where 
dozens of people have also been reported missing by their relatives. An estimated 160 families were reported to be 
displaced from rural Aleppo to rural Tartous Mashta Hilu and 7 families were displaced to Safita, the families reportedly fled 
Aleppo either because their houses were damaged or because the building surrounding their houses are damaged at risk 
of collapse. The number of displacements is expected to increase in the days\weeks to come.  

On 9 February, a joint inter-sector assessment mission proceeded to six temporary collective shelters hosting IDPs in Jablah 
and Lattakia cities. The total number of IDPs in Lattakia and Jableh is approximately 6,000 families. The situation in Jablah 
city, where 21 buildings collapsed and an additional 20 buildings are at risk of collapse, is dire; people in shelters are 
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provided with food, hot meals, NFIs, and health services. The assessment identified sanitizers, hygiene kits, lighting, 
adequate WASH facilities, and essential health supplies as the main needs.   Children under five years old and pregnant 
and lactating women were screened for malnutrition, no acute malnutrition cases were identified. The assessment team 
recommended enhanced shelter conditions and provision of health services, awareness raising and family reunification and 
tracing services, monitoring the in-kind distribution of in-kind baby formula milk in accordance with the International Code 
of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes, provision of psychosocial support and psychological first aid to impacted families, 
and enhanced response coordination, including between WASH and NFI partners to ensure streamline the provision of 
hygiene supplies, baby diapers, and cleaning tools.  

Following several assessments and field visits, the nutrition sector partner noted that that key aggravating factors 
contributing to malnutrition reported by mothers/caregivers in the assessed locations include lack of access to health care, 
poor hygiene and sanitation, poor quality or lack of dietary diversity, and reduced levels of food consumption. 
 

Aleppo 
A total of 54 buildings have completely collapsed, 
each used to host a minimum of 40 families. The 
number of designated collective shelters is 
increasing on an hourly basis, on 10 February, the 
number of temporary collective shelters in Aleppo 
reached 179.  

The Head of Aleppo City Council, municipalities, 
and government entities, in conjunction with the 
shelter sector, UNHCR, UNDP, and UN-Habitat will 
conduct a rapid structural assessment in priority 
areas of Aleppo city. The objective of this 
assessment is to determine the structural integrity 
of residential buildings, therefore a) permitting 
(where safe to do so) families to return to their 
homes and reduce overcrowding in collective 
centres and hosting arrangements and b) 
identifying to local authorities where families may 
continue to reside in building determined to be structurally unsafe. The assessment aims to mobilize 100 teams of engineers 
assigned to conduct rapid structural assessment starting in ‘red zone’ areas (i.e. areas affected the most and where 
buildings are at high risk of collapse). This assessment will commence on 11 February and will continue for an anticipated 
5 – 7 days. Shelter partners with the capacity to assist are requested to express their support through the sub-national 
shelter sector coordinator. 
 

Homs and Hama 

120 families were displaced from Aleppo and Lattakia to rural Hama Kfarbo village; except for 10 families who have taken 
refuge in a reception centre, the remaining households are currently being hosted by relatives. An additional collective 
centre was made operational in Hama (Sports Centre, Markaz AlItihad Al Riyadi) and is currently hosting 15 families.  
On 9 February, an inter-sector assessment was conducted in Ain Kroum village in western Hama. The mission visited 
collective shelters hosting displaced families from the same area. Families indicated that they fled their houses due to 
already existing damage or the high risk of collapse of neighbouring houses. According to Hama Governor, 17 high water 
tanks have been impacted, and two national hospitals are severely damaged. 
 

Rural Damascus and South  
On 8 February 2023, Rural Damascus Governorate announced that a four-story building in Harasta city collapsed. 
Preliminary reports indicate that two people died one of them is elderly. The Governor also stated that the people residing 
in fragile buildings can move to the temporary shelter established in Adra Al Amalieh area situated at a 20 km distance from 
Harasta. 
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In Hameh town of Rural Damascus Governorate, the municipality evacuated a residential four-story building due to cracks 
potentially threatening its structural integrity and jeopardising its residents’ safety.   The municipality started demolishing 
the building in addition to six others at collapse in the area.  Technical committees in Rural Damascus Governorate also 
began assessing the condition of damaged buildings.  

In Damascus Governorate, community members will be able to request technical support from the Public Safety Committee 
through a newly activated hotline.   

Two uninhabited buildings have reportedly collapsed in Yarmouk Camp. UNRWA community centre in Sbeina camp has 
reportedly sustained some damage. Several humanitarian partners recorded displacements from Aleppo, Lattakia, and 
Homs to the southern governorates. A total of 105 families arrived in Damascus, Rural Damascus, and As-Sweida 
governorates and are being hosted by relatives. 97 out of the 105 reported displaced households are accommodated in 
Damascus and Rural Damascus, and the remaining eight in As-Sweida. Needs assessments and immediate response are 
ongoing. Machinery, technical and medical assistance has been dispatched from the southern governorates to Aleppo and 
Lattakia. Bank accounts in Dar’a, Rural Damascus, and Damascus governorates have been opened to receive donations 
in support of the most affected communities.   

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE AND CAPACITIES 
 
   Coordination 

Sector partners are working with local authorities to undertake needs assessments across key geographic areas. OCHA 
and sector partners conducted a coordination mission to Lattakia and are planning more missions. With the aim of ensuring 
complementarity of efforts across affected areas, increased coordination with authorities vis-à-vis logistical arrangements 
is ongoing for incoming relief supplies. On 9 February, a joint inter-sector assessment mission proceeded to six collective 
shelters hosting IDPs in Jablah and Lattakia Cities (the outcomes of the mission will be shared upon finalizing). Coordination 
with humanitarian partners, including the UN, INGOs, and NNGOs, in responding to the affected population is ongoing in 
both Tartous and Lattakia governorates. Tracking of population movements is ongoing along with the identification of 
designated collective shelters in HCT-coordinated areas.  
 

  WASH 
As WASH sector lead, together with local partners, UNICEF teams in all affected governorates, and jointly with the water 
authorities and other sector partners, continues to conduct assessments of key water and sanitation infrastructure. This will 
continue over the coming weeks given the large number of potentially impacted infrastructures requiring assessment. 
UNICEF is also undertaking rapid assessments of WASH needs in schools being used as collective shelters. 

 
In Aleppo, UNICEF is also providing 300,000 litres per day of drinking water through emergency water trucking to an 
estimated 20,000 people in collective shelters and affected neighbourhoods where water pumping has been stopped as a 
precautionary measure for fear of potentially damaged water and sewer networks that could contaminate drinking water,  
Assessment of required repair works for water and sewerage networks is currently being undertaken so that interventions 
can start on a priority basis. Water quality monitoring at source and end user continues by Aleppo Water Board and UNICEF. 

 
In Al Shaar neighbourhood and its surrounding areas of Aleppo city, WWGVC continues to provide 200,000 litres per day 
through emergency water trucking. 

 
UNICEF, in collaboration with SARC, has started the distribution of 4,000 jerry cans (10 litres), targeting 4,000 families in 
collective shelters. 

 
In Hama, UNICEF is supporting Hama Water Board with the preparation of required technical documents to enable water 
pumping directly from source (wells) to water supply networks, to ensure water delivery to areas that were affected by the 
collapse of elevated reservoirs in the Governorate. This also includes a water quality monitoring protocol.  

 
Given the risk of waterborne disease outbreaks, including cholera, UNICEF continues to provide sodium hypochlorite to all 
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affected areas covering an estimated 70 to 75 per cent of the population. In Lattakia, and to ensure safe drinking water at 
the household level in areas where water supply has been disrupted, UNICEF continued the distribution of water disinfection 
tablets in Jableh, reaching more than 420 people affected by the earthquake.  
 

 Food 
WFP and their partners supported 12,100 beneficiaries with hot meals. Food Security partners provided 32,575 Ready- to- 
eat (RTEs) including preventative nutrition supplies and date bars in Aleppo, Lattakia, Tartous, and Hama, during the first 
three days of the response, in total of 23 partners informed the sector on planning to support food emergency assistance. 

The sector is arranging for sub-national partners to meet in Aleppo to coordinate resources and responses planned by 
multiple key FSA partners. In Lattakia, the sector has conducted an ad-hoc meeting to highlight the needs. 

Sector partners continue to provide emergency hot meals, bread, ready-to-eat rations, and core relief items to displaced 
families in shelters. The Word Food Program (WFP) dispatched 1,000 RTE food baskets to SARC and GoPA-Lattakia. 
Each RTE basket was top-up with 7 LNS_MQ sachets and 25 date bars as blanket supplement distribution. 

 Nutrition 
In Aleppo, including Menbij and Ain Al-Arab, 6 Mobile nutrition teams along with well-trained community outreach volunteers 
were immediately mobilized for the response. Up to date, 2849 under five (U5) children were screened for malnutrition using 
MUAC; All received multiple micronutrients and High energy biscuits. 375 Pregnant and Lactating Women (PLWs) were 
screened for malnutrition, all of them received micro-nutrient tablets, and 2 of them were identified to be moderately 
malnourished and enrolled in the treatment program. The infant and young children feeding program in an emergency 
(IYCF-E) has been activated and 1366 caregivers including PLWs have been reached with awareness on appropriate infant 
and young child feeding.  

In Lattakia and Tartous, children aged 6-59 months and PLWs evacuated or displaced to collective shelters have received 
the full package of Nutrition preventive and curative services such as screening, IYCF counselling, distribution of 
Micronutrients Powders (MNPs), and on-site treatment of the identified acute malnourished cases though UNICEF- WFP 
supported implementing partners (SFPA and ALzahraa NGOS). Immediately after the onset of the disaster, five Health and 
Nutrition mobile teams were deployed to the affected areas including shelters. 

Critical Needs/ Gaps: 

• Outreach to families (Children and Mothers) in rural areas and people who fled but are not staying in the collective centres. 

• There is a random distribution of baby- formula by NGOs and individual donations. More attention is to be paid to 
organizing this work and promoting, supporting, and protecting breastfeeding. 

Recommendations/ Response: 

• With UNICEF support, to increase the number of nutrition outreach teams to cover remote affected areas in Lattakia 
governorate not only those residing in collective shelters. 

• To enhance the Infant and Young Child Feeding Programme and emphasize the importance of this program during the 
emergency through Nutrition, health, and WAH platforms. 

• To continue support to screening and distribution of MNPs and LNS_MQ. 

• Nutrition sector at the national level in coordination with the Ministry of Health (MoH) to issue a statement on the distribution 
of breast-milk substitutes (BMS) in the emergency context. 
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  Education 

As of 10 February, sub-national education sectors reported that the number of damaged schools reached 454 schools (65 
in Aleppo, 124 in Lattakia, 53 in Tartous, 115 in Hama, 43 in Homs, 4 in Idleb, 10 in Dar'a, 16 in Rural Damascus, and 2 in 
Ar Raqqa). A significant increase has been noted in the number of damaged schools as a result of increased reporting from 
rural areas. On the other hand, the Ministry of Education (MoE) announced that 678 schools were damaged.  
Sector partners (UNICEF and PUI) are supporting MoE to finalize the assessment process of damaged schools,  
A total number of 126 schools are being used as a shelter for affected families (100 in Aleppo, 18 in Lattakia, 2 in Hama, 5 
in Homs, 1 in Tartus). UNICEF supported Departments of Education (DoEs) in Aleppo, Hama, Homs, and Lattakia with 
supplies to be distributed to the shelters and schools; a total of 514 recreational kits, 819 school in a Box and 81 ECE kits 
were distributed to date. 
 

  Health 
Maintaining access to life-saving assistance and the continuation of other essential health services, including sexual and 
reproductive health, is a critical response priority when severely affected health systems already face challenges in keeping 
pace with the exponential growth in health needs following the earthquake. Per initial rapid assessments conducted by 
health authorities and partners, the earthquake affected 9 governorates, with 12.8 million of the affected population. 4 
governorates (Aleppo, Hama, Lattakia, and Tartous) are among the most affected directly and indirectly, including 7.2 million 
people and a minimum of 172 public health facilities. 

Wounds and quake-related injuries are numerous and have rapidly overwhelmed the remaining functional local health 
establishments. Preliminary assessments indicate that about 80 per cent of the injuries correspond to orthopaedic trauma. 
The risk of wound infection and tetanus is high due to difficulties related to the provision of immediate health care, access 
to health facilities, and delayed admission to hospitals for acute injuries. The disease surveillance system of at least 237 
sentinel sites remains active in the most affected sub-districts. Pending an assessment, needs such as search and rescue, 
emergency medical assistance including the management of crush syndrome, and managing displaced population for a 
mid-and long-term perspective can be anticipated.  
 
WHO’s third flight is scheduled to reach the Syrian Arab Republic on 12 February and is expected to carry 37 metric tons 
of emergency health supplies to reach an additional 300,000 people.  

The trauma and emergency surgery supplies are designed to treat those injuries sustained during an earthquake as well 
as to treat illnesses such as pneumonia that are expected to rise over the next days and weeks as people are exposed to 
cold temperatures, and many are sheltering outside or in temporary shelters. The supplies also follow WHO’s immediate 
release, on Monday 6 February of prepositioned medical and surgical supplies in Syria to 16 hospitals treating survivors of 
the earthquake in the northwest of the country. 

WHO has released more than US$ 16 million from the Contingency Funding for Emergencies, including US$ 3 million within 
hours of the disaster, including for these chartered flights. These 110 metric tons of supplies, valued at USD 826,000 in 
total, are being sent from the WHO Global Logistics Hub located within the International Humanitarian City (IHC) in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. The flights, donated by the IHC, are providing a vital link to those impacted by this devastating event. 

  NFI 
On 10 February, a UNHCR monitoring mission to Safita, Tartous was undertaken which, amongst other activities, monitored 
the distribution of NFIs to 7 displaced families hosted by relatives. The mission identified that the displaced families are 
from Aleppo and the recent earthquake either damaged their homes or the buildings in their surroundings, forcing them to 
move to Tartous. An estimated 160 families were reported to be displaced from rural Aleppo to Mashta Hilu in rural Tartous, 
of which 120 families were provided with NFIs and the remaining scheduled to receive them shortly. 

34 households in Al-Mala’ab collective centre in Lattakia received NFI assistance from SARC, supported by UNCHR.  

In Hama, emergency NFIs were provided to families accommodated in the following collective centres/hospital: i. Salhab, 
ii. Al Soum, iii. Boukm, iv. The Youth Shelter/ Al Anshita Al Shabiba, v. Kfarbo Reception Centre and vi. Hama National 
Hospital. 
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 Shelter 
Shelter in cooperation with Engineer Syndicate and Aleppo City Council is processing a structural assessment. The 
assessment aims to mobilize 100 engineers (each team consisting of two engineers) assigned to conduct rapid structural 
assessment starting in ‘red zone’ areas (i.e., areas affected the most and where buildings are at high risk of collapse). This 
assessment will commence tomorrow (Saturday) and will continue for an anticipated 5 – 7 days. Shelter partners with the 
capacity to assist are requested to express their support through the sub-national shelter sector coordinator. 

 Protection 
in Aleppo, at least four civil registry offices have reportedly suffered structural damages so far. Prior to the crisis, 43 civil 
registries were active in Aleppo governorate, among which 11 had been active since. Multi-purpose grants were distributed 
to 50 refugees and family members affected by the earthquake to support emergency needs for shelter, food, medicine, 
and winter clothes, among others.  

Out of a total of 65 community centres managed by protection, child protection, and GBV actors, 29 centres are active and 
prioritising the delivery of protection services. Furthermore, out of 62 mobile teams, 46 are active and have been ensuring 
access by vulnerable groups to information, and services. 

 Early Recovery and Livelihoods  
 
Early Recovery and Livelihoods Sector partners are providing support to the ongoing structural integrity and safety 
assessments on basic infrastructure including electricity and water infrastructure and installations, that are being conducted 
by technical committees set up by local authorities in Aleppo, Hama, and Lattakia. In addition to assessments of the debris 
removal-related needs in the affected areas as well as needs assessments to inform other response programmes including 
cash assistance. 
Sector partners are providing support to the municipal structural assessments conducted on basic infrastructure (electricity, 
water reservoirs, etc). This includes the assessment of the type and quantity of machinery needed. 
Sector partners are also providing support for the municipally established coordination committees. This includes the 
support of GIS experts and IM teams to ensure a coordinated response and timely support to these committees in 
coordination with other sectors.  
Sector partners are conducting the following assessment. A) functionality of the markets in the affected areas. B) needs of 
PWDs in the collective shelters. C) of the energy provision in the collective shelters. D) water reservoirs in partnership with 
WASH. E) debris in the affected areas. F) needs to conduct cash interventions. 
 

 Palestine Refugees 
UNRWA continues to provide essential WASH services including breakfasts and hot meals for 1,050 persons, safe drinking 
water, heating in the facilities as well as telemedicine for individuals with NCDs, older persons, and those with disabilities. 

In Neirab UNRWA continues to provide essential food, and medical, psychological, and social services to the families that 
have been impacted by the earthquake in Neirab Camp in Aleppo. UNRWA’s mobile clinic also continues to provide 
medicines and clinical advice as well as telemedicine for people with a disability and the elderly. Psychosocial support is 
provided to children in the school. UNRWA has coordinated with the local authorities to ensure the safety of drinking water 
in the camp and access to emergency hospital services. 

  Syrian Humanitarian Fund 
Total pledged amounts: $1,379,086 ($1,043,841 by Switzerland and $335,245 by Japan). 

Total amounts in the pipeline: $10,972,312 ($2,178,649 by the Netherlands, $3,347,040 by Sweden, and $5,446,623 by 
Germany). 

Funding update 
Carry over from 2022: $5.94M, Available funds: $5.94M, Pledges in 2023: $1.4M, Allocations in 2023: $0, Contributions in 2023: $0M 

 

 

 


