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UNHCR effectively works with
partners and includes refugees
in planning processes.
Consultations were held with
refugees ahead of a workshop
hosted by UNHCR in Mutare to
develop its Multiyear Strategy.

MONTHLY OPERATIONAL UPDATE

9,807 refugees

12,761 asylum-seekers

22,568 
Persons of Concern for
UNHCR as of 30 April

Zimbabwe
April 2022

More than 3,800 refugees and
asylum-seekers learn about
child protection thanks to
awareness campaigns organized
by UNHCR’s child protection
partner in Tongogara Refugee
Camp.

UNHCR and its partners offer
new higher education
opportunities for refugees in
the country with the UNICORE
Masters Programme, which
allows students to continue
their education in Italy.

Countries of origin

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Mozambique

Burundi

Rwanda Other nationalities

Children enjoying one Clowns WithoutChildren enjoying one Clowns Without
Borders' show. Learn more on page 5.Borders' show. Learn more on page 5.  
  © UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez© UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez



www.unhcr.org 2

Zimbabwe Operational Update / April 2022

Operational highlights
Working together with partners and refugees to plan next years' strategy
To deliver for refugees, UNHCR effectively works with partners and promotes active participation of
refugees in the planning process to directly express their needs. UNHCR hosted a strategic planning
workshop in Mutare from 10 to 12 April 2022 as part of the development of its 2023-2026 Multiyear
Strategy.

The workshop was attended by participants from the Department of Social Development, the Registrar-
General’s Department, the Department of Immigration, Officials from Chipinge, World Vision and Terres des
Hommes. The event provided an outline of the key priorities for the Zimbabwe operation. 

Following the workshop and to validate the recommendations made, UNHCR held several focus group
discussions with refugees and asylum-seekers representing various communities in the camp. Priorities made
by the persons of concern were reflected in the multiyear strategy. Refugees and asylum-seekers actively
participate in decision-making. Active participation promotes ownership by beneficiaries which enhances, in
turn, the sustainability of UNHCR operation in Zimbabwe.

UNHCR Representative, Abdoulaye Barry,UNHCR Representative, Abdoulaye Barry,
during the workshop held in Mutare.during the workshop held in Mutare.  
© UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez© UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez

Food security in the camp remains stable
Food Security in the camp remains stable with local shops well stocked with food items and the cash
distributions allowing refugees and asylum-seekers to purchase food. However, the increase in fuel prices
due to the Ukraine/Russia crisis is affecting the price of some of basic commodities. Worth noting is the price
of cooking oil which has gone up to USD 4 from USD 2.50 for two liters. The price of bread has also gone up
in Zimbabwean dollars, from $150 to $300. UNHCR and partners are closely monitoring prices and analyzing
the situation in case it could affect the purchasing power of cash distributions.

More than 3,800 refugees and asylum-seekers learn about child protection
UNHCR’s child protection partner facilitated awareness campaigns at the cash distribution point in Tongogara
Refugee Camp from 25 to 27 April. The campaign “Condemning all forms of Child Abuse" allowed refugees
and asylum-seekers to learn about forms of child abuse ranging from sexual, physical, emotional, and general
neglect. Audiences were also sensitized on the referral pathways to raise any potential case of child abuse. A
total of 3,801 persons were targeted at the distribution point. 
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More higher education opportunities for young refugees in Zimbabwe

UNHCR launched the call for applications for the UNICORE
Masters programme. The project is promoted by 32 Italian
universities with the support of UNHCR, the Italian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and international organizations such as Caritas
Italiana, Diaconia Valdese, Centro Astalli and others. 

Its aim is to increase higher education opportunities for
refugees currently residing in Cameroon, Niger, Nigeria,
Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
The projects offers refugees to continue their tertiary
education in Italy.

In Zimbabwe, information on the scholarships was shared
across all camp based virtual platforms, namely the youth
WhatsApp platform, the DAFI alumni WhatsApp platform,
Twitter accounts, community leaders WhatsApp platform and
the child protection working group WhatsApp platform.
UNHCR in collaboration with its education partner continues
to verify, validate, and offer support to prospective applicants. 

Clowns Without Borders’ artists performingClowns Without Borders’ artists performing
in Tongogara Refugee Camp. Learn more onin Tongogara Refugee Camp. Learn more on
page 6.page 6.    © UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez© UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez

UNHCR Zimbabwe participates in the Global Protection Cluster Forum

Providing Protection Analysis Updates.
Advocating with the United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator Office on developing a
Protection Strategy for the Humanitarian Country Team and the United Nations Country Team.
Conducting a stakeholder mapping and capacity assessment on Housing, Land and Property (HLP).
Advocacy in the domestication of the Kampala Convention on the protection and assistance of internally
displaced persons in Africa.

UNHCR Zimbabwe operation attended the Global Protection Cluster (GPC) Forum in Nairobi from 4 to 8
April 2022 where it committed to the following activities:

The GPC is a network of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), international organizations and United
Nations (UN) agencies, engaged in protection work in humanitarian crises including armed conflict, climate
change related and natural disasters. It is mandated by the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) and led
by UNHCR.

The UNICORE project further complements the DAFI (Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative)
scholarship programme that UNHCR offers to Zimbabwean based refugees thanks to the support of the
governments of Germany, Denmark and the Czech Republic.

Higher education is a priority for UNHCR. It promotes refugee self-reliance and access to opportunities for
employment and entrepreneurship. "University has transformed my life in many ways. It's made me an open-
minded person and has taught me that I have the power to change any situation", says Murimiro Israel, a 22-
year-old refugee from Burundi participating in the DAFI scholarship programme in Zimbabwe. He is studying
mechatronics engineering.

Murimiro Israel during the DAFI workshop heldMurimiro Israel during the DAFI workshop held
in Harare in December 2021. © UNHCR/Soniain Harare in December 2021. © UNHCR/Sonia
GonzalezGonzalez
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Young refugees champion climate action on World Earth Day 
To mark World Earth Day, the youth of the Refugee Child’s Coalition for Climate Change (RCCA) project
spearheaded various activities in the camp, such as clean-up campaigns, documentary screening on climate
change, tree planting, and focus group discussions with refugee children and young people. The Nyaradzo
Group donated 200 trees that were planted throughout various sections of the camp.

The RCCA  is a project run by three young refugees who came together to start a project to raise awareness
about climate change and environmental conservation. The initiative received funds from the Global refugee
Youth Network (GRYN) in March this year. It aims to empower young refugees to become climate change
advocates. 

UNHCR is supporting the RCCA by providing technical assistance as well as masks and plastic gloves for their
clean-up campaigns.

Generating livelihoods opportunities thanks to AfDB funds

Expansion of irrigation scheme by 25ha, doubled plot sizes for farmers.
1,000 beneficiaries received agricultural inputs such as a bean seed, maize, and fertilizer package. Five
hundred two are refugees and asylum-seekers, while 498 are host community members.
156 farmers were allocated with plots in the new irrigation scheme. The old irrigation scheme houses 279
farmers making 435 the total farmers benefiting from direct irrigation.
844 households are benefiting from livelihood activities.
150 jobs were created for refugees and asylum-seekers. They are meaningfully engaged in self-
employment in the various interventions at the camp.
The ICT youth centre will soon ensure that 40 youths benefit from income generating activities.

The African Development Bank (AfDB) Country Manager, Moono Mutopola, visited Tongogara Refugee
Camp together with the UNHCR Representative, Abdoulaye Barry, and the Commissioner for Refugees,
Totamirepi Tirivavi. The objective was to take stock of AfDB funded project in the camp. She visited the
pipeline, Maronga School in the host community, the irrigation field supported by the bank, and the
hydroponics, biogas and fisheries projects, among other sites. 

To date, UNHCR has had the following impact thanks to AfDB funding: 

Young refugees planting trees at TongogaraYoung refugees planting trees at Tongogara
Refugee Camp. © Youth CommitteeRefugee Camp. © Youth Committee
Secretary at Tongogara RefugeeSecretary at Tongogara Refugee
Camp/Gawaar NgerCamp/Gawaar Nger



Stories from the field: Over 4,000 children had fun in Chipinge
The independent international group Clowns Without Borders (CWB) and UNHCR partnered in April to bring
laughter, joy and happiness to refugee children in Tongogara Refugee Camp and the host communities in
Chipinge District as a prelude to World Refugee Day on June 20th.

"The importance of bringing happiness amongst children and forgetting the tensions in their lives for even a
short time is important for building their resilience,” says UNHCR Representative in Zimbabwe, Abdoulaye
Barry. “Bringing a smile to a child is a wonderful gift." 

Clowns Without Borders was created in 1993 to deal with the suffering caused by the war in the former
Yugoslavia, especially for children. The aid organization has worked with UNHCR in many countries, including
Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Uganda, Colombia, Jordan, Syria, Ukraine,
Lebanon and Greece. Over the years, CWB's performances have brought healing, emotional support, laughter
and community involvement.

“It was my first time to see clowns, so it made me very happy”, explains David, a five-year-old refugee who
enjoyed one of the shows. For Divine, a six-year-old refugee from Mozambique, the most surprising thing
was seeing one clown carrying another one on his shoulders. “We are learning about balance in the school
physical education class so it was amazing to see them.”

Leonie Mwiro, a refugee and single mother from the DRC, was thrilled with the show. "You can see that
children are happy with this initiative that helps them relieve stress,” she said. “We have been in Tongogara
for the past eight years, and this is the first time we've seen something like this." 
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Clowns Without Borders’ artistsClowns Without Borders’ artists
performing in Tongogara Refugee Camp.performing in Tongogara Refugee Camp.
© UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez© UNHCR/Sonia Gonzalez
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Funding situation as of 5 May

Financial requirements for 2022 are USD 10.4 million

Funded 10%

1 M

Unfunded 90%

9.4 M

For more information on UNHCR’s work in Zimbabwe, please visit Global Focus and UNHCR
Zimbabwe on Twitter, and/or contact Sonia Gonzalez, Associate External Relations Officer:
gonzalso@unhcr.org

UNHCR Zimbabwe is grateful for the critical and generous support provided by donors who have contributed
to UNHCR programmes with earmarked, softly earmarked and unearmarked funding.

 
United States of America  l Japan l UN Programme on HIV/AIDS l Norway l Sweden l Netherlands l

Denmark l Germany l France l Switzerland l  Belgium l 
Ireland l Italy

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And to private donors
Profuturo l Private donors l Private donors Spain l Private donors Japan
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