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The Global Humanitarian Overview (GHO) for 2021 was launched 
on 1 December 2020 to help 160 million of the 235 million most 
vulnerable people who face hunger, conflict, displacement, the 
impacts of climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic in 56 
countries. As of 31 December, adjusted requirements for 45 
appeals were $37.7 billion to assist 174 million of the 250 million 
people in need in 59 countries.

Funding for the GHO 2021 was $18.2 billion or 48 per cent of 
requirements at the end of December, with significant new funding 
reported since the end of November for the Syria, Iraq, Yemen and 
Ethiopia plans, as well as the plans for the Syria Region and Rohingya 
crises. Both the amount received for the GHO and the coverage of needs 
are higher than at the same time in 2020 ($17.9 billion and 46 per cent, 
respectively). Coverage of the plans in the GHO varies widely, with only 20 
out of 45 appeals funded at or above the global average.

Total reported humanitarian funding of $26.4 billion is also higher than at 
the end of December 2020 ($25.7 billion).

The GHO 2022 launched on 2 December 2021 requires $41 billion to 
assist 183 million of the 235 million people in need in 63 countries. 

The full document, as well as abridged versions in Arabic, English, French 
and Spanish, can be downloaded on the dedicated GHO website. The 
complete interactive datasets - covering the global trends and the 
inter-agency coordinated appeals data - are available for download at 
Humanitarian Data Exchange.

Recordings and resources from the simultaneous launch events in 
Geneva, Berlin, Brussels, London, Stockholm, and Washington, D.C. are 
available at the OCHA website. 
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Kandahar, Afghanistan. Many families have been 
dis¬placed from various cities due to conflict and now 
live in difficult conditions on the Pakistani-Kandahar 
border. Their children have to work to earn money and 
they sleep on cold and dry floors. OCHA/Sayed Bidel

Inter-Agency Coordinated Appeals: 
December Update

PEOPLE IN NEED1 PEOPLE TARGETED1 APPEALS

REQUIREMENTS (US$)
INTER-AGENCY APPEALS

FUNDING (US$)
INTER-AGENCY APPEALS

COVERAGE
APPEALS

250 M 174 M 45

$ 37.7 B $ 18.2 B 48%
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Explore the interactive version of 
this report and download previous 
updates, translated into Arabic, 
French and Spanish

gho.unocha.org

Appeals figures are as reported by donors 
and recipient organisations to the Financial 
Tracking Service as of 31 December 2021. 
All financial data for response plans is 
continuously updated on fts.unocha.org.  
Dollar signs in this document denote United 
States dollars. The Global Humanitarian 
Overview monthly updates are produced by the 
Funding Trends and Resource Mobilization Unit, 
OCHA. For more information, please visit  
gho.unocha.org | hum-insight.info or contact 
ocha-ftrm@un.org

1 In the context of UN-coordinated plans, the figure for people targeted is always a subset of the figure for the 
number of people in need, as it is the result of response analysis, taking into consideration humanitarian access, 
response capacity of partners, and responses planned/anticipated by humanitarian actors outside of the appeal. 
2 Total humanitarian funding includes all support to organizations and activities in UN-coordinated plans, as well 
as other funding. 

FUNDING(US$)2

TOTAL HUMANITARIAN

$ 26.4 B



Monthly and quarterly funding trends

Month-by-month funding coverage from January – September 2021 was similar in percentage terms to 
the patterns observed in the same months in 2019 and 2020. 

Despite similar funding patterns early in the year, fourth quarter funding, slowed in 2021 compared to 
2020. Unmet requirements were similar both years and substantially greater (almost double on average) 
than in 2017 – 2019. 

Gender-Based Violence

Requirements to prevent, mitigate and respond to gender-based violence (GBV) in 2021 currently stand 
at $747 million. As of end December, reported funding had increased to $207 million or 28 per cent of 
what was needed. This amount does not include $55 million shared among different sectors, or funding 
not reported for organizations/activities in the Global Humanitarian Overview. Accurate reporting on 
funding earmarked for GBV activities, as well as funding made available through the allocation of 
unearmarked funds, is crucial for gap identification and advocacy. Partners are encouraged to report 
all funding to the Financial Tracking Service. For more information on funding reported to date, visit the 
FTS dedicated page.
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Humanitarian Response Plans: December update
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Flash Appeals and Regional Plans: December update

The regional appeals components included in the GHO are: Syria 3RP and Venezuela RMRP – fully included. Burundi RRP – Rwanda, Tanza-
nia and Uganda components included. DRC excluded. DRC RRP – Angola, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia compo-
nents included. Burundi excluded. South Sudan RRP – Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia components included, DRC and Sudan excluded. Region-
al Migrant Response Plan for the Horn of Africa and Yemen – Ethiopia and Djibouti included, Somalia partly included, Yemen excluded.
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Pooled Funds
Central Emergency Response Fund

In November and December 2021, the Emergency Relief Coordinator Martin Griffiths 
allocated $79.9 million from the CERF rapid response (RR) window. 

Ethiopia received two allocations worth $25 million to support people affected by conflict and 
displacement in the north ($20 million) and by drought in the south ($5 million). Somalia also received 
$25 million in support of drought-affected populations. Further allocations related to natural disasters 
include $12.9 million due to floods in South Sudan and $12 million to people affected by Super Typhoon 
Rai in the Philippines. Finally, $5 million were allocated to support the humanitarian response to newly 
displaced people in Burkina Faso.

CERF allocates $25 million to support people in Ethiopia affected by conflict and drought. 

On 15 November 2021, the ERC allocated $25 million from CERF for an urgent response to conflict and 
drought in Ethiopia. Most of the funding, $20 million, will support the humanitarian response to conflict 
and displacement in northern Ethiopia, including Tigray, Amhara and Afar regions, targeting 1.2 million 
affected people. An additional $5 million will support an early response to the worsening drought in the 
south and southeast of the country, in Somali and Oromia regions, as well as anticipatory action ahead of 
a possible fourth poor rainy season and worsening food insecurity in early 2022.

NOVEMBER
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

TOTAL 2021
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

DECEMBER
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

TOTAL 2021
CONTRIBUTIONS (US$)

$ 46M $ 548M$ 34M $ 638M

Barbacoas, Colombia. The village of Barbacoas has been heavily affected by armed conflict, and the impact of COVID-19 
led to increased violence against women and made access to care and justice more difficult. CERF, implemented by 
Fundeas and local municipalities, aims to strengthen the emergency response to gender-based violence. Resilience kits 
with emergency aid, food, hygiene kits were delivered to women-headed households, and education materials regarding 
referrals for violence, food security, and COVID-19 prevention. UN Women
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CERF allocates $25 million for early action in response to drought in Somalia

On 19 October 2021, the ERC allocated $8 million to support drought-affected people in Somalia. The 
country is experiencing severe drought conditions after two consecutive failed rainy seasons, especially 
affecting the southwest of the country. The current rainy season was also forecast to be poor and has 
so far indeed been below average. This has led to shortages of food and water, threatened peoples’ 
livelihoods, and increased the risk of communicable diseases. In the last quarter of 2021, 3.5 million 
people (22% of the population) were expected to face food insecurity, and 1.2 million children were 
likely to be acutely malnourished. This allocation serves a dual purpose. First, it will fund immediate 
humanitarian action targeting more than 606,000 of the most vulnerable people in Jubaland and South 
West State. This action focuses on unconditional cash assistance as the main response, which will help 
households meet their basic food needs and prevent the depletion of livelihood assets. Other priority 
areas include livestock treatment, the provision of drinking water and health care services. Second, part 
of this allocation will be used to fund services in anticipation of worsening food insecurity, thus aiming to 
mitigate the impact of deteriorating conditions. On 7 December, a second allocation of $17 million was 
endorsed by the ERC due to the severity of the crisis.

ERC allocates $12.9 million to respond to floods in South Sudan

On 18 November, ERC Martin Griffiths endorsed an allocation of $12.9 million from CERF for an urgent 
response to large-scale flooding in South Sudan. 809,000 people have been affected by massive flooding 
in many parts of the country, compounded by an escalation of violence in areas such as Tambura. 
Humanitarian agencies have scaled up their response to meet the affected people’s needs. This is the 
third year in a row that large parts of South Sudan have been flooded andthis CERF allocation contributes 
to the response to one of the worst and most prolonged of the floods. UN agencies and their partners will 
provide humanitarian assistance and protection to people impacted by the floods who have limited or no 
access to basic services and supplies.

November allocations
Allocations endorsed by the ERC

December allocations
Allocations endorsed by the ERC
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CERF releases $5 million to support displaced populations in Burkina Faso

On 15 December, the ERC endorsed a $5 million allocation from CERF for an urgent response to new 
displacement in Burkina Faso. Since 1 November 2021, 73,217 people, including more than 50,000 people 
in the Centre Nord region, have been newly displaced according to rapid counts by regional authorities. 
Additional displacements continue to be reported daily. This trend is expected to persist in the coming 
weeks and months. The CERF funding will enable UN agencies and partners to provide life-saving 
assistance to internally displaced persons and host community members across four sectors: water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH); food security; shelter and essential household items; and common 
logistics services.

ERC allocates $12 million to typhoon response in Philippines

On 23 December, the ERC allocated $12 million from CERF for an urgent response to Super Typhoon Rai 
(locally known as Odette) in the Philippines. Super Typhoon Rai/Odette struck the Philippines on 16 and 
17 December 2021, causing widespread damage across the Visayas and Mindanao Islands. A state of 
calamity was officially declared on 20 December and the humanitarian country team released a ‘needs 
and priorities’ overview on 24 December, calling for $107.5 million to address the multi-sectoral needs 
of 530,000 people in Regions VIII and XIII, in support of the Government’s response efforts. With CERF 
funding, UN agencies and partners are providing life-saving assistance to 244,800 people, including 
71,800 women, 73,600 men and 99,400 children.

Catarman, Philippines. Typhoon Rai (local name Odette) made its first landfall in Eastern Visayas, the Philippines on 
16 December 2021. Pre-emptive evacuations were organized for families and children living in vulnerable vicinities in 
Catarman, Northern Samar. CERF allocated $12 million for the typhoon response. UNICEF/Jag San Mateo



NOVEMBER  
DISBURSEMENTS (US$)

DECEMBER  
DISBURSEMENTS (US$)

DISBURSEMENTS   
IN 2021 (US$)

$ 56M $ 58M $ 565M

NOVEMBER 
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

$ 255M

Pooled Funds
Country-Based Pooled Funds

Disbursements per pooled fund 

In November, CBPFs disbursed $55.6 million to humanitarian partners in ten countries. CBPFs disbursed 
around 59.5 per cent of funding to NGOs in November including $11.3 million to local and national partners 
and $21.8 to international NGOs. In December, CBPFs disbursed $57.7 million to humanitarian partners 
in ten countries. CBPFs disbursed around 90.7 per cent of funding to NGOs in November, including $12.7 
million to local and national partners and $39.7 to international NGOs.
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Allocations per pooled fund 
Overall in 2021, CBPFs have released $880.6M (this includes $254.4 million in pipeline projects under Grant 
Agreement signature), including 37 per cent to national and local partners and 43 per cent to international 
NGOs. As of 31 December 2021, donors had generously contributed and pledged a total of $1.12 billion to 
20 CBPFs.

Previous page - Zémio, Central African Republic. OCHA staff visit a gardening project at an IDP site which helps displaced 
people to grow vegetables. Most of the residents of the IDP site are Fulani who have fled violence in other parts of the 
country, some coming from far away. They have been used to herding cattle, which they lost during the conflict or flight. 
Left with no cattle, garderning and agriculture is still new to them. The project is implemented by the NGO COOPI and 
funded by the CAR Humanitarian Fund. OCHA/Anita Cadonau
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NOVEMBER 
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

ALLOCATIONS UNDER 
APPROVAL (US$)

DECEMBER 
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

CONTRIBUTIONS 
RECEIVED IN 2021 (US$)

$ 255M $ 226M$ 67M $ 1.10B

Twelve new allocation rounds were launched in November:

• Afghanistan Humanitarian Fund (HF): $105 million to provide winterization support, including in 
underserved and hardest-to-reach areas and urban settings characterized by overcrowding, poor 
living conditions and lack access to clean water. The allocation will strengthen the involvement of 
local and national NGOs in the response.
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• CAR HF: $7 million to provide emergency health services, improve camp, shelter and WASH 
conditions and will prioritize AAP and disability-inclusion. 

• Iraq HF: $12 million to prioritize out-of-camp IDPs and vulnerable returnees in underserved areas 
through an integrated response focusing on multipurpose cash assistance, women and girls, GBV 
and disability-inclusion. The allocation will promote the involvement of NNGOs. 

• Lebanon HF: $6 million focusing on child protection, GBV-services and emergency education in line 
with the Lebanon Emergency Response Plan (ERP). 

• Myanmar HF: $4 million to provide timely resources for critical life-saving activities in priority 
geographical areas and clusters with extended requirements due to tconflict and protracted crises 
in the country. The allocation will target displaced people with specific vulnerabilities, including age, 
gender, disability and ethnicity, and will strengthen the role of civil society organizations in the response. 

• Somalia HF: $6 million to respond to needs created by a rise of intercommunal violence and fighting 
between government forces and non-state armed actors taking place in several regions of Sudan. 
These conflicts have led to mass displacement of both local populations and IDPs already living 
camps. The allocation covers urgent critical needs for IDPs and host communities and provides 
improved WASH conditions, shelter and non-food items, health and protection services. 

• Sudan HF: $9.4 million in response to a sudden increase in accessibility at the end of 2021 in 
some areas that had been cut off from humanitarian assistance and basic services for almost 
two decades. The allocation will focus on protection, education, food security, improved WASH 
conditions and health services. $6.1 million will support local populations and IDPs who are newly 
displaced due to a rise of intercommunal violence and fighting between government forces and 
non-state armed actors in several regions. The allocation covers urgent critical needs for IDPs and 
host communities and provides improved WASH conditions, shelter and NFI, health and protection 
services. $1.4 million to provide emergency health and nutrition services, enhance protection and 
improve WASH for IDPs and host communities following armed clashes and a deteriorating situation 
in Sortony, North Darfur.

Myitkyina, Myanmar. A displaced woman stands against a newly renovated fence in her camp in Myitkyina, Kachin. 
Humanitarian responders have rehabilitated the old chain-link fences to promote security and dignity for the displaced 
population in the camps for displaced people in Kachin, a project with funding from the Myanmar Humanitarian Fund. 
Nyein Foundation



• Syria Cross-border HF: $50 million to address critical lifesaving needs of IDPs and other vulnerable 
people in underserved areas and deliver vital assistance such as shelter, water, food and fuel, to help 
households during the winter period. This allocation was made in complementarity with the CERF-
allocation from the Underfunded Emergency window and will prioritize approaches that encourage 
early-recovery and resilience. 

• Yemen HF: $45 million to ensure that life-saving services for IDPs and nearby communities 
are available, including mine clearance. It will prioritize innovative programming that promotes 
sustainable and localized solutions. $3 million for a single project that will support the Rapid 
Response Mechanism, and that will enable procurement, transportation and distribution of basic 
hygiene kits, immediate ready rations and transit kits. 

Thirteen new allocation rounds were launched in December:

• DRC HF: $16.5 million to respond to food insecurity by contributing to a multi-sectoral response that 
preserves livelihoods and reduces vulnerabilities. The allocation will use cash assistance and include 
protection of children and respond to gender-based violence. $4 million to provide emergency and 
protection assistance to (newly) displaced people and food security in regions that have unstable 
access to food. $1 million to support logistics and infrastructure rehabilitation in Fizi in the Province 
of South Kivu to facilitate humanitarian access to the most affected populations in areas where the 
humanitarian response is limited by physical constraints or because of violent attacks. 

• Ethiopia HF: $24.3 million to support the safe and dignified return or relocation along with other 
drought-focused response in health and nutrition, placing protection at the center of the response. 
The allocation also includes seed funding for accountability to affected people, protection against 
sexual exploitation and abuse, and gender. Noting the volatile context and access constraints, this 
allocation will prioritize partnership and  strong collaboration with national NGOs. 

• Nigeria HF: $1.5 million as part of the Durable Solutions’ project which seeks durable solutions for 
long-term IDPs. The allocation will center around displaced people and is driven by the intentions and 
wishes of the displaced, gauged by intention surveys. The approach will be iterative and incremental 
until the conditions are conducive for large-scale returns. The project will seek to promote durable 
solutions where there are opportunities, defined by security and resources available. 
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Mazari Sharif. People receive food assistance, supported by the Afghanistan Humanitarian Fund. OCHA
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• oPt HF: $5.0 million to respond to ongoing humanitarian needs by supporting livelihoods and 
strengthening access to basic services.

• Somalia HF: $0.4 million to support the Somalia NGO Consortium to strengthen coordination and 
coherence of aid interventions; increase inclusion of the most vulnerable people in humanitarian 
action; facilitate dialogue with local authorities to address bureaucratic impediments for better 
access; and develop capacities of NGOs to provide efficient humanitarian assistance. 

• Sudan HF: $3.9 million to anticipate the impact on food security and livelihoods of less than usual 
rainfall and reduced ground water for agriculture and drinking water for the population and livestock 
in several regions. It will focus on animal health, water supply and malnutrition. $0.8 million to 
respond to the sharp increase in COVID-19 cases and overflowing isolation centers by covering 
operational costs of isolation centers, case management, infection and prevention control (IPC), 
oxygen, medical supplies, PPE, and training of medical staff in under resourced areas. 

• Syria HF: $3 million to address acute emergency needs in health facilities through procurement 
of life-saving medicines and vital medical supplies including ventilators, equipping COVID-19 case 
management centers and strengthening diagnostic capacity of national laboratories. $1 million 
to ensure continuation of the United Nations Humanitarian Air Services (UNHAS) in Syria as  the 
disruption of UNHAS services, even if only temporary, puts millions of people at risk of not receiving 
essential humanitarian assistance. 

• Yemen HF: $3.5 million to support community-based, primary and secondary healthcare, education 
programmes, protection (including GBV and child protection), rehabilitation of water supply and 
sanitation systems, and hygiene kits for the most vulnerable people in the Al Baydah Governorate 
and the Al Abdia District. Additionally, in the Al Hudaydah Governorate, the allocation provides critical 
support to mine action as an enabling service for humanitarian action. $2 million for Humanitarian 
Air Services (UNHAS) transporting humanitarian workers in and out of Yemen, as well as light cargo 
and carrying out medical or security evacuations.

Aleppo, Syria. Imran Riza, the UN Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria, visited a family who 
benefitted from a house rehabilitation project supported by the Syria Humanitarian Fund. OCHA



The United Nations acknowledges the generous 
contributions of donors who provide unearmarked 

or core funding to humanitarian partners, the 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and 

Country-based Pooled Funds (CBPF).


